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GermanCar Specialists £

SERVING THE EASTSIDE SINCE 1979

ISPLEASED TOINTRODUCE....

SHADOWLINE

THE ULTIMATE AERODYNAMIC KIT. DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY BMW
"M-TECHNIC" DIVISION.

DESIGNED AND MADE BY BMW FOR BMW MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS.
KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT ORIGINALI

® APPLICABLE TO ALL 3 SERIES E30 MODEL 2-DOOR VERSIONS, ® BOLTS ONTO ORIGINAL MOUNTING FITTINGS.
FROM 9/'87 INCLUDING CONVERTIBLES.

NO DRILLING NECESSARY.
®  ESTIMATED INSTALLATION TIME IS 10 HOURS, PAINTED AND FITTED.

® SPARE PARTS UPON REQUEST.

BMW Dealer: $5,132.77 KT PRICE OUR PRICE: $2,795.00M

&

®IMITED SUPPLY ®
®BE ONE OF THE FEW @
® CALL TODAY! @

(206) 6449-7770

12408 S.E. 38th Place, Bellevue, WA 98006 - Next to FACTORIA SQUARE
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BMW Electronics:
The Apple Of My Eye.

So BMW wants to build its own
electronics (EFI, ABS, engine man-
agement, et al.). This idea sounds so
bone-headed at first blush that one
must wonder if it comes from the Dis-
information Department of Tower
Three in Munich. Or perhaps some-
thing got lost in the translation. It cer-
tainly inspires a little foam from my
pen.

Looking at it from our, the owners’,
point of view, the salient question is
why would we want this? Nearly every-
thing BMW proposes building presently
comes from Bosch. Bosch performs
basic research, produces systems, then
adapts the systems to individual car
models. The basic research and sys-
tems design is spread over a produc-
tion base of tens of millions of cars.
Design errors can be caught and cor-
rected fairly quickly, due to this large
base. And the per-unit cost, if not
cheap, at least is affordable.

Furthermore, you don’t have to buy
these Bosch components (such as fuel
injectors, computers, 02 sensors, etc.)
from BMW. They can be bought for
less (often far less) on the aftermarket.
Also, when you break down in Lesser
Twisp, you can go to any Bosch dealer
and get these parts quickly. Bosch
parts are widely distributed and com-
petitively priced. And mechanics every-
where are familiar with Bosch systems
— you would probably have to go no
further than Greater Twisp to get the
car worked on,

Another point is that with Bosch
supporting so many variations of the
same systems, a certain amount of,
shall we say, “systems tuning” can be
achieved by mixing and matching parts.
It is cheap and easy, for example, to
alter mixture parameters when you
install a turbocharger on your K~jetron-
ic car, by changing a component or
two in the injection system (try the cold
running regulator and injection dis-
tributor). There are even available

Stalls

by Thomas B. Nast

components (such as the Weber “Big
Throat”), chips and “black” boxes
(usually silver in color) to, ahem,
“adjust” the performance of many
Bosch systems. Knowledge and lore is
pretty widespread about what works
and what doesn’t, too; there is a large
base of experience to draw from, and it
is freely shared. And this leads to a
healthy market for modifiers.

In fact, there is almost no reason at
all for you and me to want BMW to
build proprietary electronics. BMW
will no doubt argue that to do so will
give it more control over performance-
critical items. This may be true, but (1)
will it lead to truly better results than
Bosch would customize, given the
chance, and (2) at what cost? BMW
may also wish to make profit it now
sees going to Bosch (and perhaps BMW
contemplates marketing to other man-
ufacturers, in competition with Bosch),
but it is from you and me from which
that profit will come, with even more
expensive components and systems
than we have now. Or, for reasons
unknown to us, BMW may just want
to give Bosch a kick in the pants.

(Bosch may deserve one. After all, it
is hard to rationalize the production of
a fuel injection system which is incom-
patible with available fuels. 1 refer to
the L-jetronic, apparently unable to
use fuel without Techron additives if
serious runnability problems are to be

avoided from carbon buildup on the
valves. This little faux pas cost BMW
quite a few dollars — did Bosch pitch
in?)

Another company went BMW’sroute
about ten years ago. Through the use
of proprietary electronics it kept close
control over the design and integration
of products, kept cheap substitutes off
the market (with the help of an over-
zealous litigation department), and
defined a quality of performance which
was unique. That company is, of course,
Apple Computer. It is now a struggling
company, losing market share, and a
generation (or two) behind the rest of
the industry. Its product development
costs are extremely high, considering
units sold. Not many companies con-
sider Apple Computers a model to
emulate, and over 90% of consumers
turn elsewhere as well. As many good
qualities as the Macintosh has, few are
willing to pay two or three times com-
petitors’ prices for a machine with per-
haps a tenth the aftermarket support.
The choice is economy and versatility
over distinctiveness.

When it comes to electronics, there
is every advantage to having mass pro-
duction and distribution, standardiza-
tion, and a large installed base. (Exhibit
Two: CD players.) BMW is deluding
itself in thinking it can change this
basic economic principle. The result
will only be cars which are more expen-
sive to buy and repair, have more
down time when they break, and which
die premature deaths from parts un-
availability. Whip Bosch if you want
to, BMW, but please don’t flog us in
the process.
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power to the final drive, which is
acoustically decoupled from the body
structure by vibration-absorbing
mounting of the differential to its sub-
frame and the subframe to the body.
This reduces differential noise inside
the car to the vanishing point.

Harnessing V-12 Power Under
Adverse Conditions: BMW's
Automatic Stability Control
Having made its first U.S. appear-

ance in the 1990 750iL, BMW’s Auto-
matic Stability Control (ASC) system
is standard equipment in the 850i with
automatic transmission.

Using input from the same wheel-
speed sensors that serve the antilock
braking system, ASC senses incipient
wheelspin and, via the engine’s elec-

tronic accelerator and ignition timing,
engine torque. Thus any tendency for
the drive (rear) wheels to spin is quickly
brought under control, enhancing
driving stability on slippery surfaces
(or, for that matter, on dry roads under
extreme acceleration). A console switch
allows the driver to switch off ACS.

When the six-speed manual trans-
mission is specified, an even more cap-
able system 1s standard: ASC + T. The
“T” signifies this system’s additional
ability to improve traction by interac-
tive, separate application of the left
and right rear brakes in addition to
reducing engine torque. Thanks to the
brake action, ASC + T responds more
quickly than ASC, which is approp-
riate to the less gentle application of

engine power that is characteristic of a
manual transmission.

Because ASC and ASC + T effec-
tively perform the function of a
limited-slip differential, this traditional
BMW option is not available in the
8501

(This BMW NA Press Release will
continue in the November| December
issue of Ziindfolge.)

Finicky. From Start to Finish.

Finicky service for BMW, Mercedes-Benz, and Volvo owners.
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EUROPEAN AUTO SERVICE
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SEAVICE Service
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EMISSION SPECIALIST
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Oil and Car Fluids for the Winter Months

by Greg Mierz

With the colder months approach-
ing, attention should turn to the fluid
needs of our cars. Oil and antifreeze
are the two most important ones that
come to mind. I want to give you some
guidelines that may be of assistance to
prepare your BMW for the cold months
ahead.

Oil thickens with colder tempera-
tures and requires more time and energy
to move through your engine. Have
you noticed that it takes longer for
your oil pressure light to go out when
the temperature drops. This is because
the thicker oil viscosity delays the oil
getting up to the top end of the engine.
Modern oils do their job quite well, but
with careful selection a better job might
be done by a 10W-40, or 5SW-30 than
the 20W-50 oil often used. One of the
benefits of synthetic oils is their cold
flow properties. Tests have shown that the
majority of engine wear occurs during
startup and the sooner oil reaches
everything the less wear. This will be of
even more importance to those who
live east of the mountains because of
the lower overnight temperatures. An
added benefit of the newer “thinner”
oilsis less power wasted pumping them
through the engine which is supposed
to give better mileage. I know that in
the case of my modified 2002ti, when I
disconnect my oil cooler for the winter
(a simple hose change for me) and
change to 10W-40 from 20W-50 that
the car warms up much better and gets
better around town mileage. This
should hold true for most BMWs. A
little less oil pressure shows on my
gauge but it is still well within the range
the factory calls for .

Another point about the colder
months ahead is the proper way to
warm up a car. The government isn’t
going to advise you to wait and warm-
up your car before leaving home for
reasons of exhaust emissions. It is true
that your car warms up faster moving
along at moderate speeds (25-35mph
in my mind), but a short wait of 30 secs

to a minute, maybe longer in cases of
low temperature, isn’t going to hurt
anything. Oil takes time to fully circu-
late and a period of time to allow this
to happen is time well spent in my
mind. Another factor to consider is
that if you live close to the freeway and
will arrive there before your car is
warmed up a longer warmup may be
useful before driving freeway speeds
on a cold engine.

Another product that can make cold
weather driving easier is a synthetic
transmission oil. [ have used Redline’s
MTL, manual transmission lubricant,
and it makes shifting much easier cold
or warm. Itis a favorite of many BMW
tuners (Ray Korman and Metric
Mechanic) and gives excellent protec-
tion. Its availability is a small problem
locally but Strictly BMW in Bellevue
has it and you could call Redline’s toll-
free number (1-800-624-7598) for other
outlets in the area. Check your owner’s
manual for your particular car’s trans-
mission capacity.

Antifreeze is another very important
fluid that cannot be overlooked with
winter approaching. It is beyond the
scope of this article to completely
cover the needs of cooling system
maintenance, but a little advice here
might serve you well. BMW has issued
a dealer warning in the past about cer-
tain brands of antifreeze that should
not be used in their cars. Prestone is
one brand mentioned by name. Some
people have used it ok, but the additive
package can cause problems with
improper coating of the surfaces and
formation of an insoluble gel precipi-
tate. Newer cars shouldn’t need more
than a flush and refill unless the system
is dirty and then it may need to be
cleaned. The antifreeze itself doesn’t
wear out, but the additives do that pre-
vent internal corrosion between dis-
similar metals in our engines. Supple-
ments are available to restore the
additive protection lost. Remember
that if you change your own antifreeze,
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PARTS
SERVICE

823-1212

Gordon Kortlever
BMW Specialist
Pete Jackson
Service Consultant

Ultimate Service for the
Ultimate Driving Machine
13635 N.E. 126th Place
Kirkland, WA 98034
Telephone (206) 823-1212

don’t let it just run out and into the
street and be careful around animals
because it’s poisonous to them.

Tech Tips

A past tech tip dealing with pulling
the fuse for the on-board computer so
as to zero the securily system works,
but beware! Pulling the wrong fuse at
the wrong time can be a costly mistake.
While testing to be sure the fuse would
reset the computer, I pulled the fuse to
the ‘ultimate anti-theft tune machine’
by mistake. “No problem,” I thought,
“Just plug in the magic code number
and we’re back in business.” Wrong!

Seems if a cassette is left in the
player when power is removed, the
code will not restore the unit. The
dealer tried but was unable to remove
the tape, so out came the stereo and off
it went to who knows where, and for
how long is anybody’s guess. The fig-
ure of $150.00 was mentioned during
this exercise.

The moral is, remove the tape before
you remove the keys. A dead battery
will cause the same problem as a fool
and a fuse.

—John Wilton, Shockoe Chapter
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Classified
Marketplace

For Sale: 1979 633CSi Anthracite/Red
Leather, with only 70,000 miles. 4-
Speed, BBS wheels. Immaculate con-
dition including original tool kit.
$12,900.00. Call Jeffrey, 644-7770.

For Sale: 1986 535i 45 K miles. 5 spd.
Cosmos Blue, Pearl Leather. Abso-
lutely perfect! Extended transferable
factory warranty. Suspension upgrades,
alarm, a/d/s/ Concord stereo system.
Cibie headlamps, repco, many other
features and extras. Meticulously
maintained. Call for details: $19,750
OBO Curt 363-9200 (W) 283-3754 (H)

For Sale: 1972 Bavaria, burgundy, tan
interior. Absolutely impeccable. See
Roundel Nov. 1988 (“Poor Man’s M-
5”). Too many mods to list, including
255 hp Metric Mechanic engine with
Weber 38D carbs. A concours-winning
classic that runs like a scalded dog. Lee
Yates, days (206) 296-9524, eves (206)
284-8714.

For Sale: 1988 M6. Cinnabar red, grey
leather, U.S. car with air bag and ABS
brakes. All M6 options plus heated
seats. Sold new in Seattle, all service
records, window sticker. Brochure and
factory warranty. This rare and beauti-
ful M6 has 10,000 miles. Please call
Roy Leventhal at (206) 325-4439 for
further details.

For Sale: 3.91 viscous LSD from ix.
ideal for any E30, $850; Hartge alumin-
um strut tower brace F&R, $200; BBS
RZ 4-7x15, silver, polished lip, $700;
Factory front spoiler (black) w/fog
lights & Alpina rear spoiler package
for $300. All prices negotiable. (206)
454-4878 Koji Lin.

Wanted: 1976 BMW 3.0Si, four door
sedan, with 4 speed and sunroof. I will
consider any car regardless of condi-
tion. Even though I live outside of
Washington state I have knowledgable
contacts in Seattle who can evaluate a
car for me. Please contact Tom Car-
son, 14020 Glacier Highway, Juneau
AK 99801, or call me at 907-789-0034
(home), (907) 586-4447 (work).

For Sale: Hypertech performance chip
for BMW 535 1985-1988 improved
engine performance, higher rev. limit,
does not hurt gas mileage. $175. 4
Momo “Star” wheels, 16 x 7 perfect
condition with Bridgestone RE 71
205/55-1 Five bolt pattern will fit 5, 6
or 7. Great way to improve the appear-
ance and performance of your BMW.
Call Curt 283-3754 hm, 363-9200 wk.

Wanted: A new loving owner for this
old 1800. She wants to run, but sitsidle
for a long time. Vintage: 1964. Too
sweet for junk. We will practically give
this car toa BMW lover. You can have
your M’s and Is, this is the best that
bimmer built. Help us find a solution
for this fine old automobile. Finn and
Neva 632-3927, Seattle.

For Sale: 1978 BMW 530i, excellent
condition, low miles (80k orig.), 4
speed M. T., A/C, AM/FM cassette
(new)/JBL speaker, new Pirelli Tires,
garaged. Must sell/must see.
$7450/ OBO. Call 525-8485.

Wanted: Service manual for Euro.
Spec. 1979 635 CSI, or information on
source. Purchase or copy. Greg Tho-
mas, 1-800-572-7272 days, 1-509-965-
2890 eves. P.O. Box 10844, Yakima,
WA 98908.

For Sale: 3 Series BBS RS 15 x 7
wheels with Comp T/ A 205/50-15. Set
of 4, BMW logo caps, silver with pol-
ished lip. Tireds 50%, wheels perfect,
just computer rebalanced. Make your
3 series look great and handle like a
slot car! $1,000. Randy 363-9200 or
882-3009.

Wanted: Limited slip diff. and factory
shop manual for *77 320i. Call Russ at
483-5495.

For Sale: 1988 325 Red with tan inte-
rior 2-door. 5-speed with MOMO
wheels and Racing Dynamic’s suspen-
sion. Sony pull-out stereo cassette deck,
Inspection II just performed. Sharp
car in excellent condition. $12,995.00.
Call Jeffrey, 644-7770.

For Sale: Four BBS rims, 13x7, for
BMW. $200. 851-8151 or 265-3546.

Classified Advertising Policy: Clas-
sified ads are free to members in
good standing (paid up dues). There
is a $5 fee to non-members. Photo
classifieds are $15 to members, $20
to non-members. Ads will be run
for two consecutive months, space
permitting. Ziindfolge staff reserves
the right to edit all classified ads.
Ads must be typed or neatly printed
and sent to BMW ACA; P.O. Box
1259; Bellevue, WA 98009; Attn:
Classified ads. Make checks paya-
ble to BMW ACA.

11
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German car makers are planning
to buy back secondhand examples of
their cars for restoration and resale in
eastern Europe. The aim is to build
up brand loyalty with East
Europeans, in the hope that they will
eventually buy new cars of the same
make. (Car & Driver)

An Autoweek classified is offering
an ‘81 BMW M1 body on a March
81 GTP chassis with a 350 Chevy
engine. The car was built by racer
Jim Busby but is street registered.
Only $175,000.

Lexus has an 850i sized car being
developed which sports a 5.0-liter,
48-valve, quad-cam V-12.
(Automobile)

Starting in 1993, Mercedes-Benz is
expected to offer a limited edition S-
class model with a wheelbase two feet
longer than a Cadillac Brougham’s.
The engine is said to be an 8.0 liter
V-16 producing 500 hp. With V-16
rumors at BMW a while back, will
Munich be forced to offer this super
engine? (Car & Driver)

The Acura NSX and the BMW
850i are the latest cars to earn the
interest and dollars, of speculators.
No doubt in a year they will both be
available at sticker price. But for
now, expect to pay a premium.
Autoweek has two 850is advertised;
one in Cirrus blue available at the
end of July for $100,000. The other
claims a choice of color and Fall
delivery for $125,000.

Portugal’s President Soares
presented a Renault 21 to Czech
President Havel on the occasion of
the latter’s swearing-in ceremony.
The car was meant as a gift. The
question is, a gift from whom? Six
months later, Havel still is riding
around in a BMW. Why? Seems
Renault Portugucas was never paid
for the $24,000 car. (Autoweek)

formation

...from the
editors

Good quality reprints of parts and
repair manuals for pre-war and early
post-war BMWs are now available.
The reprints are being produced by a
German source with BMW?’s
permission. Manuals are available in
German for the 320-335 (pre-war)
and 501-507 and Isetta (post-war).
Available in English are manuals for
the 1500-2000, 1602-2002, Glas 1700
and Glas V8. BMW motorcycle
manuals are also available. They are
available from Gunter Schober,
Verlag Schober, Am Hipperling 16,
Postfach 2, 6719 Battenberg/Pfalz,
West Germany, telephone: (6359)
1414 and fax: (6359) 83021. Herr
Schober is said to speak excellent
English and is quite helpful.

A second source for BMW books
and manual reprints is Germany’s
largest automobilia dealer, located in
Hannover. Schroder v. Weise puts
out several extensive catalogs
covering anything related to cars.
They ship all over the world and have
an English speaking staff. Contact
them at: Schroder and Weise
GMBH, Onefeldweg 1, 3000 Hanover
73, West Germany, telephone: (511)
517037 and fax: (511) 517034,
(Roundel)

In 1989, BM'W Motorsport sold
5,750 cars: 3,570M3s, 2,000 MSs and
180 M3 convertibles. The MS5s and
M3 convertibles are hand built at
Motorsport’s Garching facility. The
M3s are built on the regular
production line at the Milbertshofen
factory in Munich. (Roundel)

BMWNA will close three of its
seven regional offices including the
Pleasanton, California office. The
restricting will reduce the overall
workforce but increase the NA
personnel working face-to-face with
dealers by 30%. (Roundel)

BMWNA has shifted the emphasis
of its traveling driving school from
dealers and BMW owners to
prospective buyers and the general
public.

The BMW/Skip Barber Advanced
Driving School will be open to
anyone willing to pay the $450
tuition. BMW hopes to reach as
many as 2500 people with the school.

Instruction includes braking
techniques, directional control,
accident avoidance, skid control, an
introduction to race techniques and
an autocross. (Autoweek)

Bimmers Only

Since 1967
Dan Patzer, Consultant
14102 - 3rd Place West
Everett, Washington 98204
(206) 743-2002

Assessment Parts (O.E.M.)
Restoration Instruction
Modification Taping (VHS)

Prices 10-40% off list




205th & Aurora
P.O. Box 220
Edmonds, WA 98020
(206) 778-1131-

Discounters of
HIGH
PERFORMANCE
TIRES & WHEELS

PRICE:
Low Discount Prices.

SELECTION: Over 4,000
tires in stock — Pirelli,
Goodyear, Yokohama,

Bridgestone, Michelin,
B.F. Goodrich,and Cooper.
SERVICK: Friendly, informed sales people;
FREE tire mounting using European Tire
Machines for Touchless Mag Wheel Mounting.
Allwheels are hand torqued to manufacturer's

12540 N.E. 124th Street
Kirkland (Totem Lake)

821-9200

$1,000 instant credit plan O.A.C. with no money down.

Where Quality is the Difference.
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Evans Industrial Park

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Richard Scott

COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 1508-128th PI. N.E.

Bellevue, WA 98005

453-2898

INSURANCE WORK







