


The ULTIMATE LEASE on the

THE ULTIMATE
TANNING MACHINE.

$398,... The ULTIMATE LEASE.

The BMW 325i convertible, $398.00 per month plus tax , $4,480.94 delivers 72 months closed end lease. Cap costs $33,000, residual
$14,415.86. Customer responsible for 1st month payment, refundable security deposit, and license/registration.

An incredible deal on an incredible car.
The only convertible with the heart and
soul of an i series" BMW. From the only
BMW dealer offering the tradition, service,
and detail of a Phil Smart Company:

 BMW-<SEATTLE
A Phil Smart Company
/14 East Pike 328-8787




Cover: Skiers” delight, the BMW 325ix. l l l |
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Sprechen
Sie Bosch?

T)day’s German cars have some of the Luckily, it’s not hard to decide on

world’s most advanced electronics under the  where to go. There’s only one authorized

hood. Electronics created by Bosch. Bosch service center in Seattle—Hermann’s
Bosch designed and produced your German Auto Service.

car’s electronic ignition, fuel injection, anti- And at Hermann’s, we not only know

lock braking systems and other electronic Bosch, we also know Bayerische Motoren
components. So it makes good sense to bring  Werke. So call Hermann. When it comes
your BMW service to a service center to fine cars, we speak fluent German.
trained and equipped by Bosch.

HERMANNS GERMAN AUTO SERVICE

6800 Roosevelt Way NE BOSCH Eﬂfﬁgﬁzed

Seattle 5227760 Service

Thorough, caring service * Downtown shuttle « 12 month unlimited mileage warranty

SERVICE
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Solid Gold

The 78 R100/7 is nearing 70,000
miles. Its paint looks like the skin of a
recent emigree from Florida; its charg-
ing system is a creation of Heirony-
mous, not Robert, Bosch; and its hand-
ling is, well, past its prime. It has
experienced so many flats that my tire
man changed its name from “Rain-
bringer” to “Nailcatcher”. So I have
been looking at newer bikes, despite
my determination to cross the century
mark with this one, whose engine and
transmission still have the strength of
ten.

Some time ago I noted in this space
that the new BMW bikes, the K-series,
are not particularly easy on the eye. 1
have let them grow on me for three
years, and still find them to be fungal
in appearance. A wart on the heinie of
styling, to be blunt. And the first year
or two had the usual new-model prob-
lems, mostly cybernetic in origin. To
its credit, BMW has been very good
about warrantying the water-cooled
motorcycles.

In their 1988 iteration, these bikes
(in touring or commuting trim) cost
about Ten Big Ones. But I just received
the announcement that BMW 1is dis-
continuing the standard models. In
1989, you have your choice of a loaded
cycle with ABS braking for (sit down
and take a deep breath) $11,500 to
$12,800. Or, you can buy a used one
for about $5,000. (A clean, low mileage,
used R-series boxer runs $3,000 or
less.) Or, you can not buy one at all.
But your choice does not include a
“standard” model, because none is
offered.

Despite parallel inflation in parts
prices, I think I'll be wringing at least a
few more years out of Nailcatcher. It1s
simple, durable, of more than ade-
quate performance and bereft of unre-
pairable electronic and fuel systems.
Maintenance is very reasonable, since
most of it can be done at home. The
K-series bikes have tremendous power,
brakes (even on the non-ABS models)

Stalls

by Thomas B. Nast

the likes of which I never believed
could be on a two-wheeler, and spar-
kling handling. But they are ugly,
sound like sewing machines and are
hideously expensive, both before and
after purchase. Better the devil you
know than the devil you can’t afford.

You Just Can’t Win, Part I

Former (and soon to be again) club
member Lee Rombaugh just bought a
*72 tii in a basket. The body and drive-
train are there, but not much else is
worth saving. So we met to discuss
parts buying strageties, as he is about
to be many kilobucks poorer. A fair
trade for a sparkling fresh tii with
round taillights, I'd say.

Lee borrowed my Bimmer Parts
Company catalog and price sheet, which
were of May 84 vintage. (My expe-
riences with BPC are mixed. The main
difficulty is that they cannot tell right
from left (three errors in two orders),
but I was unhappy that they shipped

aluminum drip rail moldings folded in
half. They also sent me a gas tank
without boxing it, and not surprisingly
it arrived with a pretty healthy dent in
it. BPC is honest, but not particularly
competent.) Lee obtained a newer cata-
log with a November 88 price list.

One of the neat things about BPC is
they sell kits for restorers, like all body
rubber, bumper packages and so forth.
Here is what has happened to 2002 kit
prices in 41 years:

Kit 5/84 11/88

Weather strip $135.00 $195.00-
Molding kits 170.00 255.00
Grilles 92.00 140.00
Bumpers (both) 190.00 295.00

This is an average increase of 11.3%
(simple) per year, or more than twice
the rate of inflation. And remember,
these parts were not particularly inex-
pensive to begin with.

I am grateful that the parts are read-
ily available, though this is more a
function of the original equipment
manufacturers than of BMW, which is
less interested in keeping old cars on
the road than in selling new ones for
sums exceeding the GNP of minor
Asian states. It saddens me that nice
cars become unroadworthy because
the cost of parts goes up even as the
value of the car declines. I recognize
that the crossing of these trends is an
economic inevitability; that the 2002
must disappear from the road for the
same reasons the Lockheed Constella-
tion disappeared from the air. This
makes the result no more palatable,
however.

At some point, of course, the value
of a used car will rise from its nadir
(sometimes rather steeply, like recent
madness in the Ferrari, Maserati and
Jaguar markets, and sometimes for no
good reason, as in Tuckers). Usually
by this time parts are unavailable or
prohibitively expensive. It would seem
that restoration is a labor of love, and
that it is better done today than
tomorrow.









Limited Entry Registration
Register Early Deadline:
May 14

REGISTRATION FORM
MAY 20
SPORTS CAR OPEN

(participants must have driving experience at
SIR or verifiable experience at another track/driving school)

Name Phone (hm) (wk)

Address

Car: Make Horsepower

Club Affiliation

Driving Experience — Level of experience within your club, number and dates of schools attended,
competition licenses you hold, etc. Please describe in detail:

Mail this registration and your check payable to PST to:

PST O $25 Single Driver
11011 Pacific Highway South 0 $40 Two Drivers (same car)
Seattle, WA 98168 0 $10 Dinner Only

(VISA and Mastercard accepted by contacting Joe at 763-1273)
*PST will contact you to schedule a tech inspection of your car during the week prior to the event.

*For additional event information contact Joe at Puget Sound Tire 763-1273

SPORTS CAR OPEN IS CO-SPONSORED BY:
YOKOHAMA — BRIDGESTONE — MICHELIN — PUGET SOUND TIRE
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M-formation

For a couple of years, BMW has
offered a 3-Series station wagon
(known as a Touring) in Europe.
BMW NA has not imported the car
due to its small cargo capacity. There
is a good possibility a 5-Series
Touring will be introduced at the
Frankfurt Auto Show in September.
Chances are good that the car will be
brought to the U.S. (BMW CCA
Roundel).

Expect the new E36 3-Series to be
introduced in Europe next year, with
North American versions probably
available as 1991 models. They’ll be
bigger than the current cars and
closely resemble the 5-Series. The M3
will have a much more distinctive
look from the standard production
cars than the present factory street
racer. Rumors of the new M3 having
a six-cylinder engine are
unfounded—especially if the car will
remain a homologation project for
European Group A sedan racing. It
seems the in-line six-cylinder
crankshafts don’t hold up to racing
conditions, hence the four-banger in
the M3. The top 3er, reportedly
called a 325iT, will be powered by a
new 2.5-liter six with 190
horsepower, 20 more ponies than the
current engine. (BMW CCA
Roundel)

The U.S. Supreme Court recently
upheld the conviction of a Houston
attorney who had challenged the
constitutionality of Texas’ seatbelt
law.

European car makers dependent
on the U.S. market saw their profits
drop in 1988. Profits were down at
Daimler-Benz, Porsche, Jaguar, Saab
and Volvo. Of the specialty makers,
only BMW posted a gain. (Autoweek)

BMW officials in Germany were
worried that classified ads offering
Z1 roadsters for premium prices may
hurt relations with customers still on
the waiting list to buy the car. Some
ads are offering the $47,600 car for as
much as $69,500. (Car & Driver)

A luxury package is now optional
on European 750iLs. Included are a
pair of fold down walnut tables for
rear seat passengers, a refrigerator
similar to that on the 635 CSi, a
center walnut table with cut outs for
holding glasses, individual climate
controls for the back seat guests, an
electric rear sunshade, manually
operated rear door shades and
buffalo hide leather. All for only
$8,000. (BMW CCA Roundel)

BMW is recalling 4729 1988-89
750iL models to fix an improperly
attached accelerator pedal. The
company says that the pedal may
stick and not return to idle when the
driver’s foot is lifted. (dutoweek)

Autoweel’s classified section offers
a 2002ti “M2” which sports Kevlar
body panels, full race suspension and
235 hp. The owner claims O-60 in 4.8
seconds and a 165 mph top speed.
The asking price is $47,500.

BMW is currently working on a V-
16 powerplant. Based on the 5.0 liter
V-12 with which it shares many
common internal parts, the new
motor reportedly displaces 6.7 liters
and will deliver between 400 and 500
horsepower. It may end up in the
forthcoming 8-series coupe, although
sources say it could fit in the current
7-series with only minor
modifications. (Car)

The City of Seattle collected $5m
in traffic fines in 1988, mostly for
speeding. This is a 25% increase over
1987.

The well publicized decline in the
sales of European luxury cars has
been generally attributed to economic
factors such as the October 1987
stock crash, loss of federal income
tax deductibility for interest, and
increasing competition in an
admittedly low-volume market.
However, some social researchers
have theorized that there are social
and psychological reasons (as well as
pocketbook ones) for the sales drop.

Recent surveys indicated that a
sense of caution and limits has
entered the thinking of households
with large incomes (over
$100K /year). Also noted was
increased concern with social issues,
government deficits, and the
environment. Robert Sinclair,
president of Saab’s North American
import operations, added that he
sensed that many Americans are put
off by ostentatious displays of wealth
and regard lavish spending as socially
irresponsible. (New York Times)

Within the next three years, BMW
will release several new versions of its
5-series sedan. Expected are a two-
door coupe, a convertible, and
possibly even a wagon. The
convertible will be based on the
coupe; it will likely be produced by
an outside contractor, possibly
Karmann. (Car & Driver)

In France, government pressure
has forced auto manufacturers and
importers to no longer use speed as a
marketing tool in their ad campaigns.
Rumblings of the same sort from
insurance companies and safety
organizations have had remarkably
little effect here: witness the recent
spate of ads extolling performance
from BMW and Mercedes, among
others.






Ziindfolge

12

BMW ACA
Puget Sound Region

Board of Directors

1989
President

Vice
President

Treasurer

Track
Events

Technical

Ziindfolge
Editors

Tom Williams
P.O. Box 99428
Seattle, WA 98199
hm 283-1056

Al Lancaster

4505 Hampton Ct.
Kent, WA 98032
hm 854-4100

Terry Jeppesen

2827 24th Ave. West
Seattle, WA 98199
hm 285-4928

Paul Touby
9613 S. 240th St.
Kent, WA 98031
hm 854-1986

Greg Mierz

6010 Calif. Ave. S.W.

Seattle, WA 98136
hm 935-2844

Lucetta and David
Lightfoot

2641 - 39th Ave. West

Seattle, WA 98199
hm 282-2641

Past William Linder

President 14618 21st Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA 98188
hm 246-5292

Secretary Beatrice Lancaster

4505 Hampton Ct.
Kent, WA 98032
hm 854-4100

Membership Mary Lee and
Michael Helton
4700 Somerset Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98006

hm 643-4729
Roster Tom Cox
Manager 11682 Holmes Pt. Dr.

Kirkland, WA 98034
hm 823-5048

Please limit phone calls to these volunteers between the hours of § a.m. and 9

p.m.

A Tip For
Convertible Owners

Having owned a 3251 convertible for
over a year, | spent some time looking
for the right cleaner for the plastic rear
window. I've finally found the right
product.

It is made by Wurth, a German
company, and is called “Active Win-
dow-Glass Cleaner.” It comes in an
aerosol can, costs about $4.00, and

? Wl -
MW Catalog

EXTENSIVE INVENTORY
DISCOUNT PRICES

® QUALITY BMW PARTS

AND ACCESSORIES

FAST RELIABLE SERVICE
EASY-TO-READ 100 pp $3%
NOW TOLL-FREE ORDERING

800-535-2002

Announcing all new BMW
Parts and Accessories Showroom

Bavarian

sp?cwvm auto serviceinc.

44 Exeter Street, Newmarket, NH 03857

should be available at your BMW
dealer or local repair shop. The Wurth
part number is §90-25.

It is a foam, doesn’t leave streaks,
wipes off without leaving a residue and
hides all the small scratches in the
plastic.

It works very well on regular glass
windows, and will also remove bugs,
tar, and bird droppings from the paint
without causing any harm. As a matter
of fact, it will clean just about any-
thing. My wife uses it for cleaning the
microwave oven, mirrors, bathroom
counters, and many other things around
the house.

— Leif Anderberg
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Budget Racing

For Your Older Car?

So you want to play race car driver.
How do you do it? Where do you get
the big buck sponsors? How can YOU
afford to race cars?

Let’s get real here. First off, there are
no big buck sponsors out there. Next
reality is that no matter how you work
it, going fast will cost money. Period.
Motors, tires, safety equipment, go
fastjazz, entry fees all cost real dollars.

Where to start with “Going Fast™?
Let’s assume that you are using an
older (cheap) vehicle (car). You have
many choices on how to play, but the
most popular competitions for “street”
cars in the Northwest SCCA are Solo
(cone squashing), Improved Touring
(road racing) and stage rallies.

In simplistic terms with no offense
meant to anyone I offer the following:

Solo; Usually held at the Boeing,
Kent parking lot, these folks set up a
few million cones and time themselves
through the maze. Fastest combined
time of several runs wins. Knock a
cone off mark and you’ll be penalized
two seconds. Pretty simple right? Run
on your street tires or stick on some
gummy tires, tweak the suspension to
rock hard, add REAL THICK sway
bars and new brake pads and you are
off and running. Drive train modifica-
tions are strictly monitored with 42
separate classes to compete in depend-
ing on how modified your car is. SO
WHAT IS THE CHALLENGE? A
typical Solo run will be over in 60
seconds. Usually the winners will be
less than 1/2 second apart after 3 runs.
Screw up a shift, tap the brakes too
soon, have a few pounds less air in one
tire, use stock seat belts. You may have
lost the edge. The very minute edge
that produces the fastest times.

Improved Touring—Take your older
ex-showroom stock type of car, add a
rollcage, fire bottle, harnesses, driving

suit and “street” tires. Attend a driving
school. Add springs, shocks and sway
bars, you get to drive on a real race
track with a whole bunch of other peo-
ple trying not to hit each other but be
in the same place at the same time. A
properly prepared IT car will cost
more than a similar solo car due to the
rollcage, etc. but your race will last
from 30 minutes to several hours,
depending on your stamina and check-
book. This is by far the least expensive
SCCA track racing available.

Stage Rallies—Most people believe
that this is the cheapest, easiest way to
compete. A typical rally will last sev-
eral hours with at least three hours of
serious high speed driving. The Stage
Rally will test every component of the
car. Suspension, drivetrain, body shell,
tires, electrical, rollcage. For an entry
fee similar to the Improved Touring
fee, there is a lot more bang for the
buck in a Rally. But. .. a proper rally
car will have been prepared by stitch
welding the frame, adding reinforcing
plates throughout the body and sus-
pension pickup points, and adding a
highly sophisticated suspension dialed
in with the same care as any serious
Solo or road race competitor but de-
signed to absorb large potholes at high
speed. Odds are that a part of the car
will fail due to improper preparation.
With the failure of a single part, others
will be stressed as a result. If all of the
parts hold up, the driver/co-driver
team must remain intact and function-
ing on the edge for several hours. Fail-
ure of the car or the team usually
results in an expensive “event”.

Where do you play? Want to learn to
drive smooth and make each fraction
of a second important? Can you con-
centrate 2009% for 60 seconds? The
most difficult, specialized form of local
competition must be Solo. Thereis NO

room for an error. You cannot make
up a second on the next lap or at the
next corner. The car must be perfect.
The driver must be wired for sound. As
in any motorsport, the main consuma-
ble will be tires, which will need replac-
ing 2 - 3 times a year.

Cheap party for all of your buddies?
Get an old DKW and go Improved
Touring. Pace yourself against the guy
ahead coming out of a corner or hitting
a straight. You will quickly learn how
sloppy you are. Initial car prep will
cost more than Solo due to safety
equipment but a set of tires should last
a few events.

Money to burn? Stage rally. The
most flamboyant, spectacular test of a
car and team possible. Plan on trash-
ing some part of sheet metal. Budget a
full set of tires for each Divisional
event. Budget 3 sets of tires per day for
a National. Car prep will cost consid-
erable time and money. Just cobbling a
car together might work for an event
or two but when s--- happens in a rally
car, it happens all at once. All over the
place.

If you have a spare car hanging
around you should consider playing
with it. If the car is “real special” visit
the next Solo event. After one run your
knees will be shaking. Do you hate
your car? Get even with it. Stage Rally
it. Just want to have serious fun?
Improved Touring.

—Jeff Feet

For more information call the fol-
lowing:
Improved Touring—Wayne Erickson
at 546-5430
Solo—Paul Sayre at 296-2634
Stage Rallying—Jeff Feet at 852-1081



Weyerhaeuser Tacoma Credit Union

909 So. 336th, Suite 100 (2006) 924-7530
Federal Way, WA 98003  1-800-922-WTCU (Inside WA)
Mail Stop: ASB 1-800-334-WTCU (Outside WA)

Fach memher acanunt iasured w §100 000

Serving salaried Weyerhaeuser employees worldwide. NCUA
(and all BMW ACA members) e t—
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Classified
Marketplace

FOR SALE: 1973 3.0cs, 89,000 miles.
Silver, blue leather, power sunroof,
air, power windows. AM-FM cassette.
New MSW alloy wheels and Michelin
XMV tires. Also, stock alloys and
tires. Looks like new throughout, no
rust, runs perfect. Must see. $15,000
OBO. 841-2747 Paul.

FOR SALE: Baby needs new shoes
—not old car. 1967 BMW 2000. Runs
well, body could use a makeover. $950
OBO. 767-3494.

FOR SALE: One sealbeam headlight
from 1975 2002. Will sell or will buy
another to make a pair. Also, Solex
carburetor. Offers? 630-0526.

FOR SALE: 1986 M535i, one of a
kind. Black with black leather. 34,000
miles, many extras. $23,000. 747-9516.

FOR SALE: 1986 325es. VIN
WBAAB5408G9676429. Blk/blk, 5
speed, many options for you to choose,
$16000, 48,000mi with 7/70 BMW
transferrable Warranty. Comfortably
quick car. Koji Lin: 206-454-4878.

WANTED: 1978 320i used radiator. 1
want your throw away one when you
replace yours. Ron 634-2385.

FOR SALE: 1973 4 dr newly painted
metal gray Bavaria. Sun roof. Better
than average, over 100,000 miles. Ex-
cellent condition. Owner deceased.
675-1021 after five pm and weekends.
$4,500, OBO.

FOR SALE: Apple Macintosh, Image-
Writer I1 Sheetfeeder $150, Microsoft
Word $150. Call Ken @ 782-7376 or
789-7889.

FOR SALE: For "84-up 3-series, Alpina
rear spoiler & 4-7x16 wheels $1000.
3.91 viscous LSD from ix $850.
454-4878.

FOR SALE: 318i exhaust catalytic
converter. Call Chris at 226-9478
(home) or 234-5881 (work). Leave
message at home number.

FOR SALE: Steel factory wheels for
320i. $125/pair. Studded Semperit
185/70R-13. §55/ pair. Two bedroom
deluxe condo with Mt. Rainier view.
246-8741 for info.

FOR SALE: 1) Four (4) like new
414 Jx13 steel wheels AND wheel cov-
ers for 1600/2002’s (great for those 4-
wheel snow tires) — $45 a pair or §75 for
the set or best offer. 2) 19mm front
sway bar for 1600/2002 — any reasona-
ble price accepted. Call David Heard
at 525-0965 evenings.

FOR SALE: 1974 BMW 2002Tii, very
rare 4 speed, yellow with black inter-
ior, rebuilt engine, new brakes, BMW
mags, sheepskins, Sony auto reverse
AM/FM stereo. 70,350 miles, very
clean inside and out. Best offer- AMG
N.W. 644-7770.

FOR SALE: 1980 BMW 3201 5 speed
Brown/w pinstriping, factory rebuilt
engine with 12 month/ 12,000 mile war-
ranty, new brakes, BBS mags with new
Pirelli tires, sunroof, air, AM/BM ste-
reo cassette, sheepskins, excellent in-
side/out. Best offer. AMG N W
644-7770.

Where Quality is the Ditference.

LASER ACCURACY

RNR Automotive Refinishing, Incorporated |

= A f——
— i ==
NICATOR — — -
syslerms ‘m 4
Unibody/Frame Repair @ @

i Evans Industrial Park

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Richard Scott

IMPORT SPECIALISTS
COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE

INSURANCE WORK

1508-128th PI. N.E.
Bellevue, WA 98005

453-2898










VOLKSWAGON < PQRSCHE < AUDI

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE !!

The one thing that sets any business apart from the rest is it's people.

Here at Auburn Foreign Car we are proud to say that be it a 1960-356, 1975-240D, 1980-320i,
or 1988-928; your car will receive the best service available from our well trained staff of service
personnel, technicians and parts people.

After all, we're here to serve you, to make your car the best it can be for the most important

person around - YOU.
<> Always offering club discounts

<> Free safety checks for club members with any service
Parts < Call for estimates Sen

7:00 To 5:30 Weekdays 7:00 To 5:00 Weekdays
10:00 To 2:00 Saturday Closed Saturday

Auburn Foreign Car
725 Auburn Way No.
Auburn, Wa. 98002

833-8161 872-0085

Serving your needs since i268

CZPuo=Z 4 »>H0~<0H ¢ »UZ20T

< MERCEDES < VOLVO

Discounters of
HIGH
PERFORMANCE
TIRES & WHEELS

PRICK:

Low Discount Prices.
SELECTION: Over 4,000
tires in stock — Pirelli,
Goodyear, Yokohama,
Bridgestone, Michelin,

B.F. Goodrich,and Cooper.
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales people;
FREE tire mounting using European Tire
Machines for Touchless Mag Wheel Mounting.
Allwheels are hand torqued to manufacturer's

==

12540 N.E. 124th Street
Kirkland (Totem Lake)

h& A
235(; Boxlggga \) 821 '9200

Edmonds, WA 98020 $1,000 instant credit plan O.A.C. with no money down.
(206) 778-1131




FACTORY AUTHORIZED
e Sales e Leasing e Service
e Parts e European Delivery

ALAN BMW SAAB, INC. 21420 Highway 99, Edmonds, WA 98020

(206) 771-7100 or 625-9282
Parts 1-800-243-2002 (WA) and 1-800-426-3066 (U.S.)

Same day parts shipment on orders received by 1:00 p.m.

BMW ACA
Puget Sound Region SE%%@?A%QSS
P.O.Box 1259 SAID

Belleuve, WA 98009 Seattle, WA




