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ON THE COVER:  
The motive power for the E30 M3 
photographed at M Car Day.

Photo by Steve Libby.

President’s Column

The Thesis of This monTh’s column 
is simple. I would like to say thank you 
to all who have volunteered your time 
and effort to make this Club what it is 
today. This Club functions on the tireless 
and often anonymous work by many 
volunteers, board members, and instruc-
tors. Each event that we organize for 
you requires someone to hatch the idea, 
organize it, and then carry it to fruition. 
 The events simply do not happen 
spontaneously. Yet, each of the board 
members or instructors who work 
at these events do so almost without 
being asked, thus why I included the 
definition of volunteerism. I ponder the 
psychology of volunteerism frequently 
as a means to support those involved 
and encourage those who do not. This 
Club functions by nonpaid people and 

will continue to function if and only if 
people keep becoming involved. I appeal  
to all members to become involved in 
the Club. Time is precious; we know 
that; mine is also. 
 I will not attempt to name every 
person that contributed to events of the 
past year. I would surely forget someone 
in the process and cause hurt feelings. 
No one person is responsible for all 
events or even some of them, it takes 
the group to make it work. 
 The coming year will be no exception.  
The 100th anniversary of BMW as a 
company will be celebrated in 2016, 
probably late spring/early summer. We 
are hoping to have a very grand venue 
for this event. You will be notified 
via Zündfolge and through the ATS 
(Around the Sound) emails.  

*Snyder, M., & Omoto, A. (1992). Who helps and why? The psychology of AIDS volunteerism. In S.Spacapan & S. Oskamp (Eds.), Helping and being 
helped (pp. 213-239). Newbury Park, CA: Sage,  Wilson, J. (2000). Volunteering. Annual Review of Sociology, 26, 215-240.

Our plan for 2016 is to increase the 
number of events for members so that 
no one month goes by without at least 
one BMW-related gathering. We also 
are planning to have more regional 
social gatherings in different geographic 
locations within the Puget Sound, such 
as Coffee with the President. Watch for 
these announcements. 
 So, back to my thesis on why it is 
important to volunteer. We need you  
to keep this Club vibrant. The next time 
you attend an event put on by your 
Puget Sound BMW CCA, find the orga-
nizer and ask if they might need some 
help. Better yet, ask how to get involved.

Steve Libby, President, Instructor
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA  

president@bmwpugetsound.com

VolunTeerism is a formalized, public, and proacTiVe choice 
To donaTe one’s Time and energy freely To benefiT anoTher 
person, group, or organizaTion.*
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Movie: Adrenalin – The BMW Touring Car Story
Join fellow bmw club members for a special FREE 
showing of the BMW movie “Adrenalin, The BMW Touring  
Car Story” at Cinebarre in Issaquah. Cinebarre is unique 
in that they have a lunch and beverage menu that can be 
ordered and delivered to your seats in the theater. Get there 
a little early before showtime, get your order in, and enjoy 
lunch and a beverage during the show.
 ADRENALIN brings the exciting and successful BMW 
touring car story to the big screen. Fifty years of spectacular  
motorsport played out at race circuits around the world.  
Charismatic drivers and evocative racing cars from five  
decades plot the growth of the sport and the technology.  
From the drifting touring cars of the ’60s to the first victory 
of the very latest BMW M4 in the highly sophisticated new 
DTM. The legends behind the wheel tell their exciting stories 
and bring the golden era of touring car racing alive again.  
Featured are the 2002, E9 Coupes, E24 6 Series, E30 M3,  
E36 M3, E46 M3, E92 M3 and current M4 in the DTM.  
Just as fascinating as the on-track action, are the on-screen  
accounts given by the drivers and heads of BMW Motorsport 
from each era.
 An RSVP letting us know how many are coming is  
encouraged, and your friends are welcome to attend with you. 
Kids under 18 must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
Email RSVPs to Lance Richert at Lance@Richertnet.com.

November 8 / 1:30–3:30 pm
Cinebarre Theater Issaquah
1490 - 11th Ave NW
Issaquah, WA 98027

November 8

BMW CCA Raffle Winner in the Puget Sound Region
we are Very happy for Craig Philips who won an M235i in the national raffle. Craig tells me that rather than a car, they 
sent him a check for one. Either way, congratulations to him! I guess we will have to buy more raffle tickets next year!

Steve Libby
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End of Year Club Lunch at the  
Triple XXX Root Beer Drive In!

Join fellow club members for an informal lunch at 
the auto friendly Triple XXX Drive-In just off I-90 in 
Issaquah. The restaurant is full of auto memorabilia. 
We’ll gather in their “back room” to eat. Eat healthy 
the day before, so you can indulge in one of their many 
burger offerings! We’ll have some raffle prizes, includ-
ing some $50 Chevron gas cards to give away! A great 
way to close out the year. Note: They don’t take credit 
cards. Cash or personal checks only!

Lance Richert 
lance@Richertnet.com

Tuesday, December 29 – 11:30 am – 1:30 pm

98 NE Gilman Blvd
Issaquah
www.triplexrootbeer.com
425-392-1266

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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MOTOR SPORTS
The driVing season has sadly ended 
for 2015. But fear not, we have dates 
already locked in for 2016 at Pacific 
Raceways and The Ridge. Although the 
drought was bad for grass, trees, and 
farmers, it was great for driving! We had 
another nearly rain-free track season 
this past year. I may be run out of town 
on a rail for writing this, but we do need 
a rainy track day so that we can all hone 
our wet-driving skills. We shall see what 
2016 has in store.
 This past year, we instituted a system 
to gather A, B, and C group drivers 
together before and after each session. 
This was a great success from what  
I have heard back from my C group  
drivers. We put on a HPDE, high per-
formance driving education, and the  
emphasis should be on education! The 
goal of our HPDE and CCC program 
is to provide a venue where the finer 
points of performance driving can be 
taught at an accelerated speed, but still 
safe and in control. Yes, we all have  
purchased cars with lots of horsepower, 
done modifications, and just want to get 
a chance to put the hammer down with-
out getting a ticket! Great, come on out 
to the race track and do this and learn 
about your car, yourself, and become  
a better and more confident driver. 

 For the coming year, we will be 
including a D group leader. Do you all 
remember what it was like to be at the 
track for the first time? I do. My first 
driving school was at Virginia Interna-
tional Raceways with James Clay as  
my instructor. Between sessions, we  
sat in a classroom and went over track 
layout, driving skills, and asked questions.  
At Pacific, we do not have access to a 
classroom, so the download sessions 
under a popup, around a car, or in the 
grandstands will have to do. At The 
Ridge, we do have a quiet classroom 
setting which will be utilized more next 
year. Thus, the time spent with drivers 
in your run group accomplishes two 
important things: 1) a chance to learn  
from each other and 2) develop trust for 
each other. Look for more group discus-
sion next year. It is the goal of the track 
committee and all instructors that you 
as participants feel that we are provid-
ing safe, pertinent, and consistent coach-
ing in all run groups. More importantly, 
we want to make sure that new drivers 
to the program return because of this 
experience.
 Finally, we have to say goodbye to 
Senior Instructor Rick Gulstrom as 
Track Coordinator. Rick is the person 
behind the curtains that is in charge 

of getting the track rented, organizing 
the caterers, making sure there is race 
rescue on site, and hiring the corner 
workers. Rick has been on the Board 
and Track Coordinator for many years. 
Rick assures me that the Dakar yellow 
M3 will still be on track when he has 
some time. I offered to be his instructor, 
but he just punched me! I would like to 
thank Rick for his hard work and dedi-
cation over the years. The track program 
functions because of the tireless efforts 
of people like Rick. Thank you Rick!
Okay, now it is your turn. Get the car 
ready and get yourself ready for the 
2016 track season. 
 See you on the track!

Steve Libby, President 
Puget Sound Region BMW CCA

Instructor

 

2016 TRACK SEASON DATES

Pacific Raceways
May 20
June 16
July 8
August 12

The Ridge
September 23
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m car day 2015 was another successful 
showing of truly amazing M Cars; about 
150 cars turned out. BMW Motorsport 
has consistently produced some of the 
most agile, powerful, and beautiful sport 
cars, in my opinion. As an ex-E36 M3 
owner, I can greatly appreciate the time 
and effort owners spend on modifications  
and cleaning the cars for this show. As 

M Car Day 2015
always, Griot’s Garage was a gracious  
host and provided the venue for the 
show. Of course, a small herd of M Car 
owners wandering the showroom and 
purchasing products was not lost on 
Guy Devivo, Griot’s store manager. 
We would also like to thank the gener-
ous sponsorship of BMW Northwest 
and Haury’s Lake City Collision for 

providing raffle items. BMW Northwest 
brought out a collection of new M Cars 
including an i8! We are all waiting for 
the M version of the i8. Special thanks 
to Lance Richert, event chairman, the 
M Car Owners who were part of the 
Featured Car presentation and the  
volunteers who helped make the show  
a big success.

Steve Libby, President, Instructor
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Group 2 Ownership Changes BMW Centennial Plans
bmw’s official 100Th birThday is March 7, 2016. There 
will be an official ceremony at the new BMW Group Classic 
building on that day. This will be the grand opening for  
this building, which is actually one of the original buildings  
occupied soon after the company was founded but is receiving  
a two-year makeover. The big parties come later in the year.

BMW Veteranan Club Deutschland Jahrestreffen (Annual Meeting)
This event will run from May 4 through May 8 with sightseeing,  
a visit to the BMW motorcycle plant and the Classic Remise. 
The Classic Remise is a display of participating vehicles  
at the 1936 Olympic grounds. The host hotel is the Seminaris 
Campus Hotel in Berline-Dahlem.

BMW 02 Club Celebration
The BMW 02 Club in Germany is celebrating 100 years of 
BMW and 50 years of the 02 with a tour of Bavaria. The event 
will take place from May 25 to 29. A fun rally is included plus 
visits to the BMW Museum, BMW Welt and BMW Classic.

BMW Classic 100 Year Celebration
BMW Classic, the official keeper of the flame, will hold what 
will probably be the biggest of all Centennial celebrations 
from September 9 through 11. The Munich Olympic Grounds, 
adjacent to BMW Welt, have been reserved. All recognized 
BMW clubs, employees and friends of the marque are invited. 
Specific plans should have been released by now but there has 
been nothing official. Expect a parade through the Olympic 
grounds and a drive through Munich. A visit to the new BMW 
Classic Center will also be included. 

Monterey 2016
The biggest North American celebration will be on the  
Monterey Peninsula in August. BMW will be the featured 
marque at the Monterey Motorsports Reunion at Laguna Seca 
in 2016. BMW Classic will have a huge presence during the  
entire Monterey Weekend. Pebble Beach does not have any 
plans yet related to BMW but that may change. The Monterey 
races will be August 19 to 21. Legends of the Autobahn will be 
on August 19. The Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance will be 
on August 21. It is not too early to make reservations. 
 The BMW CCA Oktoberfest will be on the Monterey  
Peninsula and will start after the Monterey Weekend ends 
and will run from August 23 through August 28. 
 We’ll publish more specifics as we learn more.

David Lightfoot

group 2 moTorsporTs in Interbay has recently changed 
ownership. While known as a bit of an Alfa Romeo shop, 
in fact they work on more BMWs than Alfas. 
 The new owner is John Van Rensberg, who many 
Club members will know as active in local motorsports 
and a native of South Africa. Group 2 will continue to 
build and maintain street-track vehicles, dedicated track 
cars, as well as full-race projects with a special focus on 
conversions. Group 2 also plans to launch a retail pres-
ence with motorsports products for sale at the shop.  
 Stay tuned for an upcoming Club meeting to be 
hosted at their new location. 
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And the winner is …

i haVe noTiced as i geT older (not 
necessarily “wiser”…just “older”) that 
time tends to compress. I could swear 
to you that we were just talking about 
it being mid-season and that the PRO3 
points chase was just heating up! Here 
we are, into the first part of October, 
the sprint season is officially over, and 
the final event of 2015 is less than two 
weeks away. Now, if you ask my wife, I 
have always had a problem with time 
compression. Somehow, I believe I can 
fit three hours’ worth of errands into the 
span of two earth-hours which makes 
me perpetually late. So I guess I’m not 
surprised by my lack of time-awareness. 
But I digress.
 We had a great championship season 
with a diverse group of racers who man-
aged to keep their cars (mostly) intact 
for the entire race schedule. The top five 
weren’t as hotly contested as in years past,  
but that is not to say we didn’t have some  
hard and close racing action. Russell 
Seewald and Brian Bercovitz duked it 
out for the fourth and fifth top finishes 
(respectively) leaving Brad McAllister 
to take the third podium position. 
 It’s the top two podium spots that 
had the hottest battle all season between  
relative new comers, Chris Hart and  
Olivier Henrichot. Although Chris 
locked in the championship after the 
three-race weekend in Mission, BC, he 
still came out to finish his season at The 
Ridge in Shelton. These two racers had 
an exciting season as each one showed 
strength and talent in different areas. 
Olivier captured seven pole positions 
to Chris’ six in qualifying and Chris 
managed nine wins to Olivier’s three. 
What is interesting here, though, is that 
a pole position awards two extra points 
and a P2 is 22 points. So even without 
the same wins as Chris, Olivier managed 
to keep within a point in several races 
against Chris. Unfortunately, Spokane 
wasn’t friendly to Olivier and his three-
race weekend there was the separation 

The PRO3 Line
that allowed Chris to take the lead in 
points and keep it for the duration. 
 A super-big “Congratulations!” to 
Chris Hart of Yakima, Washington for 
his first-ever PRO3 Championship 
points win! He’s a great guy and proved 
his racing talents throughout the season. 
Good on ya, Chris! Don’t spend your 
winnings all in one place, now. 
 So there you have it; the sun sets on 
another PRO3 season. The cars all wait 
for that off-season attention that we all 
know needs to happen. Some folks are 

getting a jump on 2015. I hear that  
another relatively new guy, Gama 
Aguilar-Gamez, is already prepping  
his car for next season. Keep an eye on  
that guy! I suspect you will see his name  
towards the front of the grid next season,  
if not on top. Parker McKean, the quiet 
kid from Gig Harbor with loads of 
driver talent, is sure to be right up there 
as well, having stunned everyone at the 
final race with his times in the wet at 
The Ridge. Speaking of Parkers, if John 
Parker can get his new car together,  

PRO3 Champion Chris Hart leads second place Olivier Henrichot. Their order here  
is the same as the championship finished! Also in the photo is Cody Smith. 
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and provided he’s not spending all his 
spare track time under customer cars, 
you’re bound to see him grabbing some 
podiums as well. 
 I could keep going with this, listing 
the talented drivers (Brad McAllister) 
in our humble little class here who are 
sure to give chase to the top spot, but 
there’s not enough space in this column 
to do that. PRO3 remains the most com-
petitive class in Conference with some 
of the best amateur talent Northwest 
racing has to offer. Fellow racers want to 
join our ranks, if only for that occasional 
race, to experience close racing among 
friends. And we welcome that and  
encourage it every chance we get!

 A special thanks to all of our  
sponsors this year: Toyo Tires, Griot’s 
Garage, Hagerty Classic Car Insurance, 
425 Motorsports, BimmerWorld, and 
ProFormance Driving School. Lance 
Richert has done yet another stellar job 
obtaining and organizing our sponsors 
who give our racers real dollars and 
merchandise for their track efforts. 
 Lastly, a quick note regarding our 
series sponsor, BMW Northwest in 
Tacoma. If you haven’t made it down 
south to check out the newly remodeled 
BMW dealership, you need to go! It’s 
as beautiful as the cars inside. I recently 
had the opportunity to visit the dealer-
ship on official car-related business. We 

 
 W E L C O M E  N E W  P R O 3  D R I V E R S 
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Dave Bennitt

Kyle Byers

Brad McAllister

Bill Ecker

Chris Hart

Matt Lowell

finally traded in my wife’s car for her new  
ride, an X5 diesel. Chris Busch, Sales 
Manager, made the buying process very 
easy for us. On top of a good deal on the 
car, we were able to take advantage of 
our BMW CCA Club member discount 
on a dealer accessory. Thank you Chris 
and his team for the continued PRO3 
support!
 Remember, our sponsors support us, 
so support our sponsors in return!

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com
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The 2015 driVing Tours season 
officially ended in the beautiful 
Walla Walla wine country after a  
colorful fall drive over mountain, 
valley, and desert roads. Our driving 
season began six months earlier on a 
dark, wet morning north of Seattle. 
We’ve travelled quite the distance 
over our summer driving season!
 Those of you who remember that 
inaugural tour in April may recall how  
the morning rain turned into a bright 
sunny day as we drove the entire 
length of Whidbey Island before 
reaching our lunch spot in Langley. 
 By late May, we enjoyed perfect 
weather for our tour to the Columbia  
River Gorge at Skamania. Tour 
organizer and leader Phil Sanders 
arranged for us to meet Saturday 
morning at BMW Northwest’s state-
of-the-art dealership in Tacoma. They 
generously provided showroom space 
and morning refreshments before 
we set out. Once on the road, our 
entourage took some of the best back 
roads in southwestern Washington, 

Tours 2015 Recap
out to Astoria where the Columbia 
meets the Pacific, and then up the 
Gorge to beautiful Skamania Lodge, 
where the group stayed overnight.
 Our June tour to Hurricane Ridge 
on the Olympic Peninsula included 
lots of twisty back roads not commonly  
traveled, and glimpses of Hood Canal 
from high atop peninsula ridges. A 
commanding view on the peninsula, 
Hurricane Ridge, was our final desti-
nation. Skies were blue at the Ridge 
observatory for a 180 degree view of 
the Olympic Range below.
 In August we returned to a favorite  
destination, Sun Mountain Lodge in 
Winthrop, thanks to tour leader Jeff 
Conn. As in past years, it was a great 
drive to a beautiful part of our state. 
 Another favorite destination was 
The Ridge racetrack at the south end 
of Hood Canal. We enjoyed a scenic 
September drive and a few laps 
around the track, getting to sample  
a real racetrack.
 The Ridge tour was marred by one 
mishap on the road to the track. One 

of our member drivers was involved 
in an accident, from which he thank-
fully expects to make a full recovery. 
Though the significant damage was 
to the metal and not the member, it 
reminds us of how we must exercise 
maximum awareness of the potential 
dangers out there.
 Our final tour of the season, to the 
Walla Walla wine country, provided 
every kind of terrain our state offers. 
Mountains, desert, rivers, and abun-
dant agriculture. Add in the good 
company of fellow Club members and  
you have the perfect fall weekend. 
Thank you Greg Smith, who organized  
and led this tour. Read more about it 
in the adjoining article written by one 
of our members, Jeff Butler.
 Thus ends our 2015 driving tours 
season. Stay tuned for our preview 
article in winter/spring 2016. We’ll 
have another season of great drives 
to your favorite destinations with  
fellow Club members!

Ed Walker
Tour Coordinator

my wife and i Joined the BMW 
Car Club of America Puget Sound 
Region in 2009, shortly after moving 
cross continent to Washington. Since 
then we have thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting the many people who share 
our love of the marque and a joy for 
driving. 
 The Club tours have provided 
us with an entertaining opportunity 
to see more of our beautiful area 
and find roads seldom traveled. This 
year’s Walla Walla Wine tour was 
one of our best yet. The pace of the 
drive, the routes chosen to drive, the 
accommodations, food, scenery, vine-
yards, and wine tasting experiences 
were all thoroughly planned and 
orchestrated. The only thing better 
than all of the above was the fantastic 
camaraderie and conversation we 
were able to share with the other car 
enthusiasts.

Donald and Jeree Lagoon Ph
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Walla Walla Wine Tour
storage. The wine maker was on hand  
to show the wine making process just 
after the grapes had been processed  
and “stomped.” The grapes and juice 
were in large vats being fermented and 
“pushed down” several times a day. 
Simple bed sheets covered the vats to 
keep the gasses in and the bugs out. 
 Our last stop for the day was Beresan,  
right next to Balboa, Saviah, Sleight  
of Hand Cellars and Pepper Bridge 
Wineries. There is just no end to your 
options. We headed back to the hotel 
and went out for a snack at one of the 
many fabulous restaurant options in the 
area with Steve and Michelle, a couple 
we had just met on the tour. After a 
nap (I could get used to this lifestyle!) 
we headed to dinner and enjoyed one 
of the five music venues available that 
evening. 
 Sunday morning was breakfast and 
goodbyes as we parted company with 
the group. Kelley and I must be part of 
the hard core camp though, because we 
couldn’t miss the Spring Valley tasting 
room right across the street from the 
hotel nor the Waterbrook winery as we 
headed out of town towards Prosser 

The wine Tour weekend of October 2-4  
was our fourth wine tour with the BMW 
Club. In short, they are fabulous. Being a 
track guy at heart I have finally learned 
to slow down and enjoy the scenery as  
well as the company. Destination wineries  
are a bonus! 
 Having been on three previous  
wine tours, my navigator Kelley and I 
have become accustomed to a level of 
excellence that we BMW drivers are 
known for. Many thanks to our tour 
leader and organizer, Greg Smith. This 
year’s wine tour continued the tradition 
of well-organized and well thought out 
Club adventures we have come to know 
and love. 
 Our three-day venture to the Walla 
Walla wine country began bright and 
early Friday morning at the Enumclaw 
QFC. After loading up on caffeine and 
other goodies we headed out through 
Mount Rainier National Park on High-
way 410, then down into the eastern 
foothills of the Cascades, with a lunch 
stop at iconic Miner’s Restaurant in 
Yakima. Can you say LARGE portions?  
The final stretch past the Hanford  
Reservation and the Tri-Cities brought 
us into Walla Walla on Highway 12.
 Our first wine stops were at L’Ecole 
and Woodward Canyon. Our tasting was 
out on the deck at L’Ecole in perfect 72 
degree weather. This transformed 1870 
Frenchtown school house and property 
had been purchased in 1983 as a retire-
ment project and turned into a winery 
by founders Jean and Baker Furguson. 
From there we headed to the historic 
Marcus Whitman hotel to check in, nap 
and then enjoy the group dinner at the 
Marc Restaurant downstairs. 
 Saturday morning bright and early 
had us at Garrison Creek by 10:00 am. 
This place was a sight to behold. We had 
a tour of the barrel room and library 
downstairs along with some barrel tast-
ings from their premium new French 
oak barrels aging some great Cab. A 
quick drive to Basel Cellars for our 
catered lunch from Olive Restaurant in 
their tasting room was our next venue.  
We were provided a sit-down tasting 
with lunch followed by a grounds tour 
down to the processing area and barrel 

and our final wine stop, Thurston Wolfe. 
From prior wine tours we discovered 
Wine O Clock restaurant right next 
to Thurston Wolfe, so of course that 
was our final lunch stop of the trip. We 
enjoyed wonderful pear and bacon pizza 
and caprese salad with, um more won-
derful wine. I downed a small French 
press of high test fresh coffee and a 
peach cobbler for the road. 
 We enjoyed our drive home and 
nearly 40 mpg in the 2015 Volcanic 
Orange Cooper S, even with back hatch 
filled with wine bottles. The weather was 
perfect, the company was fabulous, and 
the cars were a blast. The Walla Walla 
wine country is not to be missed. Oh, 
and there is the wine, too. 
 I am writing this article avoiding going  
into the office this Monday morning 
because I don’t want to get back to  
reality just yet.
 Thank you again to member Greg 
Smith for putting together this wonder-
ful wine country tour!

Jeff Butler
BMW CCA Board Member  

& Car Control Clinic Guy
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in The course of a single year, 
I drive about 30,000 miles all over 
America. In Montana, Wyoming, and 
the Dakotas, where Ford F150s, Chevy 
Impalas, and Pontiac Grand Ams rule 
the roads, my E90 2009 335i coupe and 
I are often hundreds of miles from the 
nearest BMW dealer—or even anyone 
who would know what to do with a  
German vehicle, let alone have parts 
available should something go awry. 
 Over the past 20 years and nearly  
a million miles, I’ve been remarkably 
fortunate with the dozen different cars 
I’ve owned, thanks to religious mainte-
nance and rigorous pre-trip mechanical 
checks. Only twice have I been completely  
stranded, enough that I had to call a tow 
truck and wait overnight for parts to 
come in. The second time was just over 
a month ago in southern Oregon, when 
my husband and I were traveling on  
I-5 from Seattle to San Francisco during 
a much-anticipated vacation.
 In spite of having replaced the  
infamous electric water pump and  
thermostat just 40,000 miles ago as a  
precautionary measure shortly after  
I acquired the car in 2012, it suddenly 
failed on this trip. No drama, no fuss—
just a single genteel chime when the 
overheating symbol came on at 70 mph.  
Immediately I switched on the hazard 
flashers, guided the car smoothly across 
two lanes to a gentle stop on the right  
shoulder, and shut off the engine. As  
my husband opened the hood, telltale 
white steam poured forth and the car 
spat out coolant onto the pavement.  
Not much to do but get back in the car 
and call for help.
 As it happened, we were in a less 
than ideal spot. The highway was start-
ing to curve uphill, and the lanes had 
significantly narrowed because of the 
mountainous terrain and the fact that 
a concrete Jersey barrier divided the 
roadway in the middle. We still had a 
shoulder, but it itself was bordered by  
a three-foot-high concrete retaining 
wall on our right, so very little clearance 
remained between the driver’s side of 
the car and traffic. 

 Looking in my rearview mirror, I 
was alarmed by the target fixation by 
other drivers. Even with our hood up 
and flashers on, passenger cars, RVs, 
and eighteen-wheeler semis alike were 
not only not moving over to the left to 
give us room, but they were actually 
swerving into our curve and crossing the 
white shoulder line—barreling directly 
toward us at 70 mph—before correcting 
at the last moment and pulling away.  
A bit unnerving.
 Being stranded on the roadside can 
be very dangerous in itself for these 

very reasons. Given our vulnerability, 
my husband and I put our seatbelts on, 
just in case we should get hit—then  
at least we wouldn’t go flying out the  
windshield. I called AAA, and we were 
told a tow truck would be on its way in  
about 45 minutes to take us to a nearby 
repair shop experienced in European 
cars. I breathed a sigh of relief—this  
was a good stroke of luck out in the 
middle of nowhere. But as we waited 
and continued to watch traffic drifting 
toward us and then whizzing past with 
just inches to spare, we decided to get 

Driving in the Real World:  
Roadside Survival: Do You Really Have What You Need? by Mi Ae Lipe

Stuck on the side of the road. Note the difficult curvature in the road and narrowness 
of the lanes.

Safely on the truck. Even when our driver Marshall was on the ground hooking up 
chains to load up my vehicle, many drivers still refused to move over to the left to 
give him room—a potentially deadly situation for all of us. It’s another reason to keep 
your eyes up, look far ahead, and be situationally aware at all times!
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out of the car altogether and hop behind 
the retainer wall, where we could stand 
safely some distance from the roadway 
until help arrived.
 According to author Walt Brinker, 
there are two classes of drivers: One 
who has experienced a disabled vehicle, 
and those who will. And he should 
know—he has provided over 2,000 road 
assists free of charge near his home in 
North Carolina. For this retired Army 
lieutenant colonel and Good Samaritan, 
helping people stranded on the road 
is both a passion and unique hobby. 
After observing how many people were 
needlessly stuck because of improper 
vehicle maintenance and not having the 
right items and tools in their vehicles to 
deal with emergencies, Brinker decided 
to write Roadside Survival: Low-Tech 
Solutions to Automobile Breakdowns  
to help empower drivers.
 I’m normally not a big fan of these 
kinds of books because frankly, many of 
them are quite poorly written or contain 
rather vague content that’s not all that 
helpful. But this little book is different. 
In fact, reading it makes me realize what 
I’m lacking in my own car in the way of 
tools and supplies, in spite of everything 
I do carry for emergencies.
 Brinker’s book is a scant 110 pages, 
but has a huge amount of excellent 
information packed into its small size. 
Much of it is predictably related to tire 
issues, but he also addresses what to 
do if you’ve run out of gas, your engine 
overheats, you’re locked out of your 
vehicle, or your engine has cut off and 
will not restart. He also suggests a list of 
items to carry in your vehicle to contend 
with vehicle breakdowns. His mantra, of 
course, is to be proactive about vehicle 
maintenance so that you are less likely 
to be stranded in the first place. He also 
strongly advises that you practice things 
like changing a tire in the safety and 
comfort of your own driveway so that 
you are not struggling to learn when 
you’re stuck on the side of a road at 
night or in adverse conditions.
 What I like best about this book is 
Brinker’s common-sense approach to 

roadside fixes. This is not a dry, technical  
fix-it manual, but a succinct, engaging 
book written in plain language that 
anyone can understand, with solutions 
that even people with no mechanical 
experience can easily follow. And he 
is extremely specific and surprisingly 
thorough. 
 Many times I came across bits of 
advice that floored me with why-didn’t-
I-think-of-that solutions. For instance, 
a vehicle jack works fine on hard, level 
ground, but it quickly becomes useless  
if the soil is sandy, mushy, or uneven.  
His suggestion? Carry a 8-by-8-inch, 
½-inch-thick square of plywood to place 
under the jack to stabilize it and keep it 
from sinking into soft ground. Another 
issue that can make changing tires dif-
ficult is not enough leverage to loosen 
really tight lug nuts; he recommends  
using a “cheater bar”—a simple two-
foot-long steel pipe that can be slipped 
over the handle of your vehicle’s lug 
wrench to double or even triple the 
available torque.
 He tackles vehicle-specific issues as 
well, such as fuel pump cutoff switches 
in Ford vehicles and the tendency of 
pre-2007 General Motors vehicles to 
have looser battery connectors than 
normal. He gives tips on changing tires 
with aftermarket rims, how to get rims 
and wheels separated when they are 
stuck together by rust, how to use a  
paper clip to fix loose battery clamps, 
why 20-foot jumper cables make for 
safer vehicle starts versus shorter ones, 
what to do if your car doesn’t start even 
though you just poured a gallon of gas 
in the tank, and ingenious solutions for 
vehicle lockouts. Sprinkled throughout  
the book are photos that illustrate 
specific tools and techniques, as well as 
entertaining stories of Brinker’s more 
memorable roadside assists.
 Needless to say, this is a book that 
should be kept in your car’s glovebox, 
not at home. It’s a must-read for all  
drivers, novice and experienced alike, 
and a great gift for new teen drivers,  
significant others, family, and friends. 
Even if you have AAA or access to 

Mi Ae Lipe is a freelance editor and graphic 
designer in Seattle, and is also a traffic safety 
advocate. In addition to writing a regular  
column in Zündfolge, she blogs on Driving 
in the Real World, streams daily driving news 
links and tips on Twitter at @DrivingReal, 
writes regularly for Roadio.com (an online 
magazine for UK driving instructors), and 
frequently collaborates with traffic safety  
organizations. Her particular interest is in  
holistic, experiential solutions rooted in  
common sense, social sciences, psychology,  
and technology to raise road safety awareness 
and improve driver training.

Roadside Survival:  
Low-Tech Solutions  
to Automobile  
Breakdowns
Walt Brinker, 2014,  
CreateSpace
ISBN: 978-1493786817
www.roadsidesurvival.com

other roadside assistance programs, you 
may find yourself in situations where 
you have no phone or satellite recep-
tion, the wait is too long or towing 
services are closed for the night, or  
the help that does arrive turns out to 
be incompetent or unable to assist (and 
I’ve experienced all of these things).
 And for best results, read this book 
before you get stranded…

 In our case, there really wasn’t any 
way to prevent the sudden water pump 
failure, outside of carrying our own 
spare pump and mechanic. And I realize 
that most of you reading this column 
probably have fancy German cars of a 
certain marque that demand diagnostic 
computers, highly specialized parts, and 
especially trained technicians to fix the 
simplest of issues, but I know there are 
plenty among you who could benefit 
from reading this little book nonethe-
less. It retails for just $14.95, and it may 
just be some of the best money you 
could ever spend on your car.
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Club Elections
iT’s ThaT Time of year when we start
working on the Club elections for the
2016 Board of Directors. The Club is  
soliciting members to serve on the 
Board of Directors for the 2016 calen-
dar year. The elected positions include: 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Membership Coordinator, 
Gathering of the Heritage Coordinator, 
and Tour Coordinator.  To be eligible  
for President you must have been on  
the board for the immediately preceding 
two years. To be Vice-President, Secretary 
or Treasurer, you must have been on  
the board for the immediately preceding 
year. Other positions are open to those 
who have been Club members in good 
standing for at least one year.
 The four officer positions—President,
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer 
—have a two-year term limit. The non-
officer positions (everything else) have 
no term limit.
 If you would like to be involved in the  
administration of the Club, we always 
welcome volunteers. The Club has no 
paid Board of Directors which means 
everything that happens is through the 
efforts of volunteers.

Here are the duties of the various
elected board positions:

President—Responsible for the overall 
operation of the Club. Leads board 
meetings and makes sure all the other 
board members are doing their jobs.

Vice President—Fills in when the Presi-
dent is unavailable and other duties as 
assigned by the board.

Secretary—Records the minutes of 
board meetings.

Treasurer—Responsible for the financial 
affairs of the Club including preparing 
financial statements, reports to National 
and the annual tax return.

Membership Coordinator—Handles 
mailings to new members and the 
recruitment of new members.

Gathering of the Heritage Coordinator—
Responsible for all aspects of the 
Club’s annual Gathering of the Heritage 
d’Elegance in July.

Tour Coordinator—Organizes or facilitates
Club driving tours.

Other appointed board positions are:

Tech Event Coordinator—Organizes or 
facilitates Club technical events. These 
are usually hosted by a business.

Special Events Coordinator—The board 
liaison with the various Special Interest 
Groups. 

Editor in Chief — Responsible for 
creation of communications to the 
membership at large. This includes the 
publication of the Zündfolge. 

New Media Coordinator — Responsible 
for the social media communications 
with the membership at large—includes 
the website, Facebook and twitter.

Track—Manages all aspects of the 
Club’s high-speed track driving pro-
gram. Track also has two committee 
members on the board.

 Besides board positions, there are 
other ways to get involved. Attend 
board meetings as a general member. 
You can also get involved with one of 
the Club committees including the track 
driving events committee, tech commit-
tee, the Zündfolge staff and the Gather-
ing of the Heritage d’Elegance com-
mittee. Chair an event such as a general 
meeting, tour, rally or tech session. Get-
ting involved in one of these committees 
or chairing an event is probably the best 
way to find out whether you might enjoy 
a board position in the future.
 For those that would like to run for 
one of the elected board positions for 
2016, please contact one or all of the 
committee members (contact informa-
tion below). We can tell you more about 
the duties of each position and what to 
expect in the way of a time commitment. 
The deadline is December 1. 

 Board terms are for the calendar 
year. Election results will be announced 
in the January/February Zündfolge.
 Email president@bmwpugetsound.com  
to nominate Club members for positions 
or if you are interested in helping out in 
other ways.

Steve Libby, President

People who hold current officer 
positions and non-elected positions 
are as follows:

President 2015- 2017
Steve Libby

Vice President 2015- 2017
Ed Walker

Treasurer
Will be Open for 2016

Secretary
Will be Open for 2016 

Membership Coordinator
Cheuk-Huang Ng

Gathering/Concours
Currently Open 

Tour Coordinator
Ed Walker

Chief Driving Instructor
Tom Olsson

Special Events Coordinator
Lance Richert

Tech Events Coordinator
Jeff Butler

New Media Coordinator
Colin Loh

Zündfolge Editor-in-Chief
David Lightfoot

Track Coordinator
Will be Open for 2016

We are actively searching for 
the positions of Secretary and 
Treasurer. If you are interested, 
please let us know!
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Is That An Echo?
Turner Motorsports has tastefully modified an i8 with their 
signature yellow and blue livery. To celebrate, they took the i8 
to the top of Mt. Washington. To echo our cover photo from 
last month, the black and white photo here was taken at the 

top of Mt. Washington in 1939. We thought it interesting to 
juxtapose a 328 and an i8 again. But we bet you didn’t guess 
that the red 328 owned by Nancy Martin and featured on last 
month’s cover is the very same car in the 1939 photo, but it is. 



18 ZüNDFOLGE November/December 2015

In early October, BMW announced the 
new 2016 BMW M4 GTS giving BMW 
M GmbH a new and exclusive techno-
logical masterpiece which elevates the 
potential of the BMW M4 Coupe to an 
impressive new level. With its powerful, 
motorsport-inspired looks and high-
performance technology, the BMW M4 
GTS has its sights set squarely on the 
race track. Thanks to an innovative  
water injection system helping boost 
power to 493 bHP and track ready chassis,  
this Special Edition M vehicle recorded 
a lap time of 7 minutes 28 seconds 
around the legendary Nürburgring- 
Nordschleife, the world’s most challeng-
ing race circuit, making a clear statement  
about this model’s exceptional dynamic 
abilities. At the same time, the sharpest 
BMW M4 of all can also hold its own  
on public roads. BMW M GmbH is 
launching the BMW M4 GTS in a special  
edition limited to 700 units worldwide, 
with 300 units of this high-performance 
Special Edition M4 available for the  
first time in the US market. In so doing, 
it is highlighting the innovative flair  
of the BMW M engineers in developing 
trailblazing M technologies on the  
powertrain, chassis and lightweight  
construction fronts.
 “Special Edition models sharpen  
the character of the BMW M brand 
and embody an emotionally rich and 
exclusive driving experience. We’ve 
taken a radical route with the set-up of 
the BMW M4 GTS to create a sports 
machine for the race track that delivers 
top-end dynamics and inspirational  
performance. It allows us to demonstrate  
what is possible today with a road-legal 
car. Owners can drive their BMW M4 
GTS to circuits such as Spa-Francor-
champs, the Nürburgring or Laguna 
Seca—for clubsport events, for example 
—and then set lap times there that raise 
the bar to extremely high levels for 
road-legal cars.” says Frank van Meel, 
CEO of BMW M GmbH.

 At the heart of each and every BMW 
M model is its engine. The BMW M4 
GTS uses the multi-award-winning M 
TwinPower Turbo six-cylinder in-line 
engine from the BMW M4, capable of 
7,600 rpm but adds innovative water 
injection technology to give the 3.0-liter 
unit a substantial power boost. Unusually  
high-revving for a turbocharged engine, 

it offers linear power delivery over a 
wide engine speed range. The innovative 
water injection system, used for the first 
time in a road car, takes this 6-cylinder 
in-line turbocharged unit to new perfor-
mance heights by relaxing the thermal 
constraints on power and torque. The 
system has already proved itself on 
race tracks around the world on board 
the BMW M4 MotoGP Safety Car, this 
year’s lead safety car in the world’s top 
motorcycle racing series.
 The engine develops its maximum 
power of 493 bHP—an increase of 16 
percent over the BMW M4—at 6,250 
rpm. Peak torque has been increased 
by 10 percent to 442 lb-ft, and is main-
tained over a very wide rev band (4,000 
rpm to 5,500 rpm). It accelerates from 
a standstill to 60 mph in a mere 3.7 
seconds, on the way to a governed top 
speed of 189.5 mph. Despite the signifi-

cant extra power, the engine also excels 
on fuel efficiency, providing similar 
levels to those found in the BMW M4 
Coupe.
 The BMW M4 GTS underlines its 
impressive dynamic caliber with a range 
of specifically selected and exclusive 
equipment fitted at the factory. As well 
as the high-quality Alcantara/Merino 

leather interior trim, this includes the 
BMW Navigation system, air condition-
ing, Adaptive LED Headlights, Park 
Distance Control (PDC) front and rear, 
automatically dimming rear-view and 
exterior mirrors and BMW Individual 
high-gloss Shadow Line trim. A selec-
tion of signature BMW M equipment 
features such as M door sill finishers, 
an M footrest, an M gearshift lever, M-
specific circular instruments with white 
graphics, an M sports steering wheel 
with Alcantara covering and a central 
position marker in Acid Orange, plus 
electroplated-look gearshift paddles, 
round off the overall package. Four col-
or shades are available for the exterior 
paintwork. Customers can also choose 
from Sapphire Black metallic, Mineral 
Grey metallic, Alpine White and Frozen 
Dark Grey Metallic paint finish.

BMW Press

2016 M4 GTS
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The new generation of the MINI model family continues  
to grow. With the new MINI Clubman it now conquers the 
premium compact segment, too. The new model offers the 
highest level of everyday practicality, long distance suitabil-
ity, versatility and ride comfort ever seen in a MINI. With 
four doors and the characteristic split doors at the rear, five 
fully-fledged seats and a generously sized, versatile interior, 
the new MINI Clubman meets all the requirements of the 
compact class in terms of functionality in its own unconven-
tional way. Individual style, outstanding driving fun and the 
quality level of a premium automobile make it an exceptional 
phenomenon that allows additional target groups to get a 
taste of the distinctive MINI feeling.
 The matured character of the new MINI Clubman is 
reflected in dimensions that are significantly larger than the 
predecessor model, a distinctive body concept, high-quality 
materials and finish quality and also new features in the areas 
of drive, suspension comfort, safety, controls and connectivity 
based on the latest MINI generation. Its status as the largest  
representative of the new MINI generation is also clearly 
shown in comparison with the MINI Hardtop 4 Door. The 
new MINI Clubman is 10.9 inches longer and 2.9 inches wider 
than the latter, and its wheelbase is 4 inches larger. Its luggage 
compartment has a volume of 17.5 ft3, which can be extended 
to as much as 47.9 ft3 by folding down the rear backrest.

Maximum Mini
 Engines with the latest generation of MINI TwinPower 
Turbo Technology power the two engine variants of the new 
MINI Clubman available at market launch. In addition to the 
new MINI Cooper Clubman with a 134 bhp three-cylinder 
gas engine, the new MINI Cooper S Clubman also lines up for 
the start with a four-cylinder gas engine and 189 bhp. Another 
new feature for MINI: the eight-speed Steptronic transmission 
available as an option for the MINI Cooper S Clubman. For 
handling properties that are supreme within the segment, all 
suspension components in the new MINI Clubman were also 
specially developed and harmonized to suit the model.

BMW Press
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X4 M Debuts
A newly developed M Performance TwinPower Turbo inline 
six-cylinder gasoline engine celebrates its world premiere  
in the new BMW X4 M40i. This engine delivers 355 hp at  
between 5,800 and 6,000 rpm from its three-liter displace-
ment, providing a maximum torque of 343 lb-ft. With this 
high-performance engine and the advanced M Performance 
TwinPower Turbo technology, the BMW X4 M40i delivers 
best-in-class acceleration, running the sprint from 0-60 mph  
in just 4.7 seconds.
 The specially tuned sports chassis of the new BMW X4 
M40i provides excellent driving dynamics at an advanced 
level with stronger springs and stabilizers, increased camber 
on the front axle, and adaptive dampers specifically tuned to 
M Performance specifications. The BMW xDrive all-wheel 
drive system has been recalibrated with more power routed 
to the rear wheels during normal operation. The Performance 
Control ensures a responsive steering with more road feed-
back as well confident dynamics due to a specific tuning of  
the steering.
 The newly developed M Performance TwinPower Turbo 
inline six-cylinder gasoline engine for the new BMW X4 M40i 
combines high performance with exemplary fuel economy. 
Accordingly, the lightweight, thermodynamically optimized 
aluminum engine has been constructed with a closed-deck  
design. In this type of construction, the water jacket surrounding  
the cylinders is sealed at the top, which endows the crankcase 
with an exceptionally high degree of stiffness.       BMW Press






