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Tour to The Ridge. Tour the Olympic 
Peninsula, then end up at The Ridge 
Motorsports Complex for touring laps  
and, if you choose, Instructor rides.
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M Car Day at Griot’s Garage. The 9th 
Annual M Car Day to celebrate all of the 
wonderful BMW M Cars that have thrilled  
us over the years. 
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September 30, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
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ON THE COVER:  
After the Gathering of the Heritage, 
Ed Walker led a short tour around 
Mercer Island. The future as of 2014 
leads the future circa 1938.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

President’s Column
I hope you had an opportunIty to 
attend the Gathering of the Heritage 
on Mercer Island and/or the Deutsche 
Marque at Cedar River Park in Renton. 
The range and caliber of cars at the 
Gathering was spectacular. Who would 
not be in awe of a 1938 328! Sadly, more 
people did not come out for this event 
and participate. Yes, the weather was 
rainy in the morning, but it was nicer 
mid-day and actually sunny. Have we 
become fair-weather car owners? Many 
people spent countless hours preparing  
and organizing the Gathering not to 
mention the generous support from 
BMW Seattle. 
 Okay, you all have spoken and we  
are listening. As a research scientist,  
experimentation is the way to push 
ideas forward. Some experiments work 
while others don’t, but we learn from 
these results and refine the effort for the  
future. In this regard, we are stepping 
back and rethinking the structure of  
our annual car show. I can tell you that  
a committee has already been formed. 
Everything is under consideration. If 
you have ideas, please provide them to 
me at the email below. I’d love to hear 
from you. There are so many unique 

and special BMWs in the Puget Sound 
region for them not to be displayed 
proudly at the Club’s signature event! 
 The Deutsche Marque attracted 
a total of 89 cars with BMW slightly 
edging out Porsche. Mercedes was third 
and Audi fourth. The Mercedes club 
brought out some amazing older cars! 
From all accounts, this will be a much 
greater attended event next year. We 
will hold this at Cedar River Park,  
Renton next July. The location of next 
year’s Gathering/Concours is currently 
being decided, but this should be a  
really big event as 2016 is the 100th  
anniversary of BMW as a company. 
Your BMW CCA board is committed  
to making this event memorable. 
 So, what have we learned? Some 
changes are good and some are not. 
We want you to participate in as many 
events as possible. More importantly, we 
want you to be part of the Gathering/
Concours next year. So, watch for the 
articles in the Zündfolge and ATS about 
the changes and dates for next year’s  
big show.

Steve Libby, President, Instructor  
president@bmwpugetsound.com
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Saturday, September 19
10:30 am – 2:00 pm
Griot’s Garage, Tacoma, WA

Last year’s M Car day was a Lot of fun, 
so we’re doing it again! Please mark Sat-
urday, September 19 on your calendar 
for a very special day of camaraderie to 
celebrate all things rated M. Our hosts 
will be Griot’s Garage at their facility 
in Tacoma. Last year saw 195 M Cars 

M Car Day
in attendance! This will be the eighth 
annual M Car Day to celebrate all of 
the wonderful BMW M Cars that have 
thrilled us over the years. 
 This event is FREE! For planning, 
we ask that you RSVP and include this 
information about yourself: 
 Name / Year and type of M Car /
 Number of guests / City    
 Please roll in between 10:30 and  
11:00 am so we can direct you to the  
appropriate section to park your M car. 
We will park the M Cars by E and F 
chassis types, so owners can compare 
notes on common maintenance issues 
and modifications. We’ll also have a sec-
tion for regular BMWs that have had M 
Power engine transplants. So S52 E30s 
and S14 2002s are welcome!

Here is a rough agenda for the day:
•	 Griot’s	Garage	will	provide	each	M	

Car owner in attendance with a free 
Car Care Product sample at registra-
tion. There will also be discounts in 
the store, so bring your shopping list.

•	 Around	11:00	am	a	Griot’s	Garage	 
car care specialist will pick a lucky 
car from the attendees for a car care 
demo in their garage.

•	 We’ll	have	a	couple	of	tasty	food	
trucks on site for lunch. Bring cash 
and your appetite. Yum!

•	 After	lunch,	we’ll	have	the	always	
popular raffle for some great prizes!

 Club members without an M Car are 
also welcomed to attend the event to 
enjoy the day. There will be additional 
parking for non-M BMWs. The event 
will run until about 2:00 pm.
 Special thanks to BMW Northwest, 
Griot’s Garage and Haury’s Lake City 
Collision for their continued support  
of this event!
 RSVP by email to Lance Richert  
at Lance@Richertnet.com.

Griot’s Garage 
3333 South 38th St 
Tacoma, WA 98409 
www.griotsgarage.com 

Saturday, September 19
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September 13

JoIn CLub MeMbers on sunday, 
septeMber 13 for another great day 
of touring. From Federal Way, we’ll 
cross the Narrows Bridge and continue 
along scenic roads that line South Puget 
Sound and Hood Canal. Nice weather 
should provide us with views of the 
Olympic Mountains. This will be a  
relatively short tour; only about 175 
miles round trip from Seattle.
 Our destination will be the The  
Ridge Motorsports Park near Shelton. 
It is an amazing venue featuring a wide 
smooth surface and plenty of elevation 
changes. Once there, we will be allowed 
to run a handful of parade laps during 
the lunch break of our BMW CCA  
High Performance Driver Education 
day. No helmets or tech inspection  
will be required for the parade laps. 
However, if you want to get a hot lap  
in an instructor’s car and have a helmet, 
toss it in. 
 The tour will conclude with our  
parade laps at the track, but you may 
want to stay and see what our HPDEs 
are all about. Grab a loaner helmet  
and snag a ride with one of the instruc-
tors. While there are no formal picnic 
facilities at the track, you should plan  
on bringing your own lunch or proceed 
up the road to Shelton.
 Plan on meeting at 9:00 am in the 
Starbucks, 2032 S. 320th across from 
The Commons Mall, Federal Way. To 
get there, take exit 143 off of I-5, and go 
west a couple blocks. The Starbucks will 
be on your right. After a short drivers 
meeting, we will depart at 9:30 sharp.

Tour to The Ridge Racetrack via Hood Canal
 All tours are driven on public roads, 
minding local traffic laws. We focus on 
safety but always make an effort to 
find little-known twisty roads that are 
enjoyable at any speed. While we highly 
encourage participation in our High 
Performance Driving Schools, no special 
skills or equipment are needed to par-
ticipate in a tour. 
 Email your RSVP and any questions 
to Ed Walker at tours@bmwpugetsound.
com. All we require is that drivers be 
BMW CCA members. Hope to see  
you there!

Ed Walker, Tours Coordinator Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
hr

is
tia

ne
 H

el
bi

g.



 September/October 2015 ZüNDFOLGE 7www.bmwpugetsound.com

October 2–4

the 2015 waLLa waLLa wIne tour 
is taking shape and promises to be an 
enjoyable Eastern Washington weekend 
outing. This is a two overnight wine tour; 
we leave Friday, October 2 and return 
Sunday, October 4, visiting various 
wineries and tasting the best they have 
to offer. 

Walla Walla Wine Tour
 The Walla Walla Valley has 1,800 
acres of vineyards and is home to more 
than 100 wineries which are located 
in five main areas, each of which has a 
distinctly different feel. The climate, soil, 
and conditions of the Walla Walla wine 
region offer a special environment in 
which to grow grapes of superb quality.
 As an added bonus, we’re fortunate 
to have reserved a limited number of 
rooms at the historic Marcus Whitman 
Hotel in downtown Walla Walla. The 
BMW group rate starts at $174 per night 
for a standard king. They will hold these 
rooms for us until September 8, 2015.  
Be sure to make your reservations  
directly with the Marcus Whitman  
Hotel by this date to qualify for this 
special rate.
 Contact tour leader Greg Smith  
at tours@bmwpugetsound.com with 
questions, or to RSVP. (Note—this tour 
is limited to twenty cars.)

 We will meet at 8:00 am Friday  
morning, October 2 in Enumclaw at a 
point to be determined. We’ll drive the 
back roads from Enumclaw around 
Mount Rainer and into Yakima for 
lunch at the “world famous” Miner’s 
restaurant. After lunch we will continue 
through the Yakima Valley, past the 
Hanford area, Columbia Basin, and 
into Walla Walla, all mostly on two lane 
highways through countryside not found 
on this side of the Cascades.
 There will be a group dinner on 
Friday evening in Walla Walla. Saturday 
dinner will be on your own. There are 
a number of fine restaurants to choose 
from during our stay. Sunday tours and 
return will be on your own. I’ll be happy 
to make any recommendations. More 
details to follow, or email me with ques-
tions at tours@bmwpugetsound.com

Greg Smith, Tour Leader
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MOTOR SPORTS
Can you beLIeve It, another 
perfect day for the July 17 
HPDE and CCC at Pacific 
Raceways! Clear skies and 
warm weather, what more 
could you ask for? Rick 
Gulstrom guarantees that 
August 14 will be another 
perfect, rain free day at 
Pacific Raceways! (It rained 
buckets.–Ed) Yes, we need 
some rain in the Puget Sound 
that is for sure. We could 
use a rainy track day just to 
polish the wet-driving skills. 
(We got that opportunity.–Ed) 
We have been having great 
turnouts at our events this 
year, although the last CCC 
was under attended. Spread 
the word about the value and 
fun of doing the Car Control 
Clinic! You get to a) drive 
your car around cones as fast 

as you can and to the limit 
of your tires’ grip, b) get as 
many hot laps in instructor 
cars as you can stand, and 
c) get qualified to drive in a 
HPDE! So, come on out!
 This year, we have been 
paying special attention to 
the A, B, and C-group drivers. 
We have group leaders for 
each of these groups who talk 
before and after sessions; we 
call them “downloads.” Why 
do this? By having the groups 
of drivers talk together and 
share experiences/techniques, 
the groups will build a mutual  
trust. This is important in 
the let-by zones; you need 
to work as a team to get the 
passing done in the allotted 
zones. I have been in charge 
of C-group and gather this 
bunch as many times as pos-

Turn 8 at Pacific Raceway.

and we are glad you attend  
our driving schools. So regard- 
less of what your goal is as a 
driver, come out and partici-
pate in a BMW event. 
 By the time you read this, 
the August 14th event will be 
over, but our next event in 
September 13th at the Ridge 
Motorsport Complex! If you 
have not been to this track, 
you are missing a great expe-
rience! Due to the configura-
tion of the paddock, there 
will not be a CCC. However, 
there is a go-kart course that 
is just completed that mimics 
the full track!
 Come and experience your  
Ultimate Driving Machine! 
See you on the Track!

Steve Libby, President 
Puget Sound Region BMW CCA

Instructor

sible. We have lunch together 
in the “popup condo,” hang 
out with other instructors, 
keep out of the sun, and just 
discuss driving. I have made 
large laminated maps of each 
section of the track so that 
each corner can be discussed. 
My goal is for drivers to be 
comfortable on the track, 
trust themselves, and trust 
their car. So you C-group 
drivers will continue to get  
a lot of attention from me! 
 One important concept 
that all instructors should 
keep in mind is that every 
person who comes to the 
track does not want to be 
the next James Clay. People 
come to the track for differ-
ent reasons, but some come 
just hang out and drive on 
the racetrack. This is perfect 

A gaggle of BMWs approach Turn 5A at Pacific.

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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we trIed soMethIng that has not 
been atteMpted In reCent hIstory; 
have a joint car show of the four major 
German auto marques—Audi, BMW, 
Mercedes and Porsche. And, we got 89 
cars to show up on the lawn at Cedar 
River Park on a very overcast day, with 
rain looming but never materializing, 
and it was beautiful. Lance Richert 
coined the term “Deutsch Marque” to 
name the first of many shows at this 
location and to coincide with Renton 
River Days. The number of BMWs  
only slightly edged out the number of 
Mercedes, followed by Porsche, and  
then Audi. I must say that the coolest 
cars were found in the Mercedes tribe. 
Some of the cars from the ’60s are just 
beautiful. Several big, sedan, autobahn 
cruisers with 6.9-liter engines were 
proudly displayed. There was a shiny 

550 Porsche, extremely rare, to admire. 
The owner stated that the car was in 
boxes when he got it a long time ago.  
Of course, the collection of BMWs  
was great. 
 The Audi club had a small but  
impressive showing, with a nice old 
Quattro on display with over 250  
thousand miles! 
 Lance raffled off some nice, donated  
items from Accutint of Bellevue, Haury’s  
Lake City Collision, 425 Motorsports 
and Griot’s Garage. The Renton Lions 
Club provided parking assistance and 
helped set up the event. The Mercedes 
Club even were multi-tasking and had  
a board meeting at the show!
 We plan on having the event each 
year as a means to gather the four clubs 
together. We hope that next year, we 
will have even more cars from the clubs. 

Deutsch-Marque Show und Shine at Cedar River Park

Everyone seemed to think that this 
event was a really cool idea and will 
plan on coming next year. 
 We would like to thank Accutint of 
Bellevue, Haury’s Lake City Collision, 
425 Motorsports and Griot’s Garage for 
their support. And the weatherman for 
keeping the rains away! 
 Wait for the announcement next year 
for Deutsch-Marque in the Zündfolge 
and ATS!!

Steve Libby, President, Instructor
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The line for the woodshed starts  
over there…

thIs past raCe weekend at paCIfIC 
raCeways was a real doozy. Cars were 
wrecked during the non-points race 
(seriously?) and still more cars were 
wrecked during Sunday’s points race.  
In both cases, the incidents occurred 
somewhere mid-race and not during  
the opening lap where most incidents 
are prone to happen. 
 There were a few years in the begin-
ning of PRO3 where we started to see  
a disturbing trend of these same events 
on track and PRO3 was quickly becom-
ing known collectively as “That Guy” 
during races. You know “That Guy,” 
the one who shows up to the wedding 

The PRO3 Line
reception wearing a Speedo, drinking  
a Bud Light while smoking a cigar and 
proceeds to offend, well, nearly every-
one—loudly. Yes, there were races 
where the stewards were contacting  
the PRO3 Mafia directly and telling us 
to “knock it off!” Actually, I believe it 
was more colorful language of getting 
our “stuff” together, but those are  
details not worth highlighting. 
 And PRO3 listened. We got our 
“stuff” together and became the shining 
example of club racing and our numbers 
exploded. So this weekend’s on-track 
shenanigans and tomfoolery was a very 
loud primal scream, snapping us all back 
to attention. Now, one weekend does not  
a reputation make (or break), but it can  
raise eyebrows and begs to be addressed. 

 Each of the racing incidents (which 
carried fines and penalties, by the way) 
were the direct result of a series of  
small miscalculations. Let’s just call it 
what it was: bad decisions were made 
and the cars paid the price. We are lucky, 
VERY lucky that it was only busted 
sheet metal and complete loss of a few 
cars rather than broken bones or loss of 
life. Dramatic there? Yes; intentionally. 
We race cars. We go fast side-by-side at 
the limit of traction with the intent to 
beat the guy next to us. It’s dangerous 
strapping our soft-bodies into a metal 
and glass shell that is kept just this side 
of going out of control. We shouldn’t 
make it even more dangerous by taking 
stupid risks.



 September/October 2015 ZüNDFOLGE 11www.bmwpugetsound.com

 

Dick Whittemore Steward Bob put it best telling us  
to not make low-percentage moves. 
That’s one of those moves most people 
start off the explanation to the steward 
with, “I thought I could…” Yeah, you 
thought you could pass him right there. 
You thought you left enough room at 
the corner exit. 
 We make decisions on the fly in split 
second increments. As our racing experi-
ence increases, we tend to make better 
split-second decisions. Sometimes, luck 
intervenes and we all come out okay. 
Other times, we rely on our talent to 
make it through. And then sometimes, 
we run out of talent and luck. This 
weekend, it seems the grid was short  
on both. 
 It happens. It’s racing. Before you go 
running off to the hills to start decrying 
the rise of PRO3 back into its previous 
reputation of being the bad boy of Con-
ference, take a note of the thousands of 
clean laps we have had in just the past 
three years. How many hundreds of 
races (collectively) have been run clean 
with only minor incidents or no incidents?  
Those events far outnumber the single 
weekend of August 1.
 As drivers and car owners in PRO3, 
you owe it to yourselves and to your  
fellow competitors and friends to second  
guess that low-percentage move before 
you make it. Take everything into  
context for that move. Recognize that 
we have a grid that is filled with huge 

variation in experience and talent levels. 
For the most part, the grid is filled with 
drivers who have five-plus years of 
driving experience and we know we can 
race them clean side-by-side. There also 
exist cars that have more performance 
than what their drivers can handle. We 
have recent novice upgrades. We have 
renters from out of our area that we 
really don’t know. It’s a mixed bag of 
racers on any given Sunday. 
 Do you really want to test the mirror 
skills of someone with limited race  
experience while passing on the outside 
of a turn? If you toss that car into a  
corner and realize that the tires don’t 
grip like you expected, should you 
maybe breath the throttle a bit to get 
the car back under you or do you slide 
out at track exit, pushing whomever 
happens to be on your outside? If you 
are that car on the outside of either 
example here, do you choose to back 
out of it even though you have the right 
to that line? It’s a tough call in that case, 
but maybe it’s the better call at the time. 
After the race, choose to take it up with 
the other guy or possibly the steward  
to set things right. There are rules in 
place to keep us competitive as well  
as safe on the track—know them.
 We all owe it to each other to con-
tinue to make good decisions recogniz-
ing that we’ve built a solid reputation  

I aM saddened to report that 
pro3 Lost one of our own July 5,  
2015 just after the conclusion of the 
SOVREN Historics event at Pacific 
Raceways. Richard “Dick” John 
Whittemore (PRO3 #45) passed away  
unexpectedly at age 59. Dick had just  
completed a weekend of racing with 
PRO3 at PR, when he developed 
breathing problems during his drive 
home to Portland. He entered the 
emergency room at a hospital in 
Lakewood, and was immediately 
transferred to the intensive care unit.  
He later suffered cardiac arrest. 
 He was born and raised in Portland  
and attended Northwestern School 
of Law at Lewis & Clark College. 
Dick joined the firm of Bullivant 
Houser Bailey in 1984 and was a  
senior shareholder. He was a mem-
ber of the Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho bar associations and practiced  
law for more than 30 years litigating  
cases in both state and federal court. 
 He had a deep respect for the law  
but his personal passion was motor 
racing. He participated in racing 
throughout the Pacific Northwest 
in an open wheel Formula Ford in 
both SCCA and ICSCC where he 
collected numerous checkered flags 
throughout his racing career. 
 Dick joined the ranks of closed-
wheel racing PRO3 in 2009; first as 
a renter for TC Motorsports, and 
later purchasing that same car as his 
own. Dick enjoyed the competition 
and camaraderie offered by fellow 
PRO3 drivers and their crew. He 
stood tall and quiet, but was always 
quick with a laugh and witty banter. 
 He’ll be missed by all; forgotten 
by none. 

Mike Olsen

Continued on Page 12
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The PRO3 Line
as being a class that can organize itself 
for special races outside of Conference.  
That we can continue to attract new 
drivers to the class because of the 
respect we demonstrate our fellow 
racer—regardless of experience. This 
is basically a franchise. You are all 
PRO3 franchise owners. The better the 
franchise appears to others outside of 
PRO3, the more desirable it is to come 
join the fun. 

 I’ll climb off my soapbox with the  
following confession: I’ve been there. 
I’ve made the low-percentage move  
and I lost in some cases and got lucky  
in others. In every case, I knew it was a 
bad move and my competitor knew it 
was a bad move. But I learned from it 
and I shared with others my experience 
to bring them along with me. It  
was more than just me, it was so many 
other PRO3 drivers that have done  

the same and collectively, we have 
advanced as a group, demonstrating our 
talents to new drivers and attracting 
them to the class as well. 
 Keep up the good stuff; lose the  
bad stuff.

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com

Continued from Page 11

W E L C O M E  N E W  P R O 3  D R I V E R S 

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Do

ug
 B

er
ge

r.

Corey Peters

Gam Aguilar

Jeff McAffer

Manu Yareshimi

Parker McKean

Sarah Brown
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thIs year’s bMw CLub dyno 
had one of the largest turnouts 
ever! Thirty-three Club members 
came out to flog their cars at 
Kirkland’s Carburetor Connec-
tion (www.carbconn.com). Great 
conversation, amazing barbeque 
burgers from resident master chef 
Steve Questad were had while 
roaring engines and turbos spool-
ing surrounded their four-wheel-
drive Chassis Dyno Jet 248C.
 Modifications were put to the 
test by nearly all entrants (there 
were a few stock vehicles). There 
was a large diversity of BMWs 
showing their teeth from Alex’s ’15  
M4 putting down 504/491 to the 
rollers to an ’88 M3 with an LS1 
swap with a turbo running 420/367 
(with a ton of untapped potential).  
My recently boosted E36 M3 
with two weeks on the new turbo 
system put down 416/366 to the 
rollers (now post-tuning there is 
much more available!)
 Big thanks to Alex and his crew 
at Carb Connection for sharing 
their expertise and hard work for 
us at a discounted fee. These guys 
ran nonstop from 10:00 am to 
about 3:00 pm to get all the cars 
run. Needless to say they were 
worn out by the end of the day! 
The next Dyno event is sure to 
bring out more entrants and excit-
ing numbers. 
 Specific results with individual 
modifications can be found on the 
chapter website.

Jeff Butler
Tech Event Coordinator

BMW Centennial Plans
BMW Welt, have been reserved. All 
recognized BMW clubs, employees  
and friends of the marque are invited. 
Specific plans will be released in Sep-
tember 2015 but a parade through the 
Olympic grounds and a drive through 
Munich will be part of the celebration. 
A visit to the new BMW Classic Center 
will also be included. This new home 
for BMW’s heritage is scheduled to 
open March 7, 2016. If there is interest, 
the BMW Vintage & Class Car Club of 
America will plan a program for a few 
days before the event to allow North 
Americans to get acclimated to the time. 

Monterey 2016
BMW will be the featured marque at 
the Monterey Motorsports Reunion at 
Laguna Seca in 2016. BMW Classic will 
have a huge presence during the entire 
Monterey Weekend. Pebble Beach does 
not have any plans yet related to BMW 
but that may be changing (we hear). The  
Monterey races will be August 19 to 21.  
Legends of the Autobahn will be on 
August 19. The Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance will be on August 21. It is 
not too early to make reservations. 
The BMW CCA Oktoberfest will be 
on the Monterey Peninsula and will 
start the day after the Monterey Week-
end ends, August 22 and will likely run 
through August 26. 
 We’ll publish more specifics as the 
events get closer.

David Lightfoot

as we’ve MentIoned before In  
Zündfolge, 2016 is BMW’s 100th  
anniversary. Dates are starting to be 
published for celebration events to  
be held in Europe and the U.S. Start 
blocking out your calendar. If you’re 
planning on buying a new BMW any-
time soon, plan on European delivery  
in the Centennial year. 

BMW Veteranan Club Deutschland 
Jahrestreffen (Annual Meeting)
This event will run from May 4 through 
May 8 with sightseeing, a visit to the 
BMW motorcycle plant and the  
Classic Remise. The Classic Remise  
is a display of participating vehicles  
at the 1936 Olympic grounds. The host 
hotel is the Seminaris Campus Hotel  
in Berline-Dahlem.

BMW 02 Club Celebration
The BMW 02 Club in Germany is 
celebrating 100 years of BMW and 50 
years of the 02 with a tour of Bavaria. 
The event will take place from May 25 
to 29. A fun rally is included plus visits 
to the BMW Museum, BMW Welt and 
BMW Classic.

BMW Classic 100 Year Celebration
BMW Classic, the official keeper of the 
flame, will be holding what will probably 
be the biggest of all Centennial celebra-
tions from September 9 through 11. The 
Munich Olympic Grounds, adjacent to 

Dyno Event  
Recap at The  
Carburetor  
Connection
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no one ever adMIts to the exhILa-
ratIon of crawling along a single block 
every five minutes in late-afternoon 
weekdays in downtown Seattle traffic. 
But haven’t you felt it?
 Joking aside, in my March-April 
Zündfolge article, I wrote about driv-
ing better to ease congestion on our 
region’s highways. This time I turn my 
attention to tighter spots—major urban 
downtowns during The Dreaded Rush 
Hour. I live in both downtowns Seattle 
and San Francisco—getting around 
them safely are constant exercises in 
spatial problem-solving.

Don’t block intersections. 
This is easily the single biggest source 
of gridlock here in downtown Seattle. 
We’ve all seen it: Someone—or two or 
three—decides to cross the intersec-
tion when their light is green. They 
assume they can pull ahead before the 
light turns red. Or they aren’t thinking 
ahead. Or it’s their God-given right to 
go, by golly. Or all of the above. The 
light changes and inevitably they remain 
stuck as traffic, bicyclists, and pedestri-
ans swarm in front and behind them. 
Tensions run high, dirty looks and rude 
gestures are exchanged, and soon honk-
ing, hooting, and frustration all a’flowin.’

San Franciscans are far better at not 
“blocking the box” than Seattlites. 
Maybe it’s the hefty fines—from $103 
to $258. The very prominently painted 
“Keep Clear” street markings prob-
ably also help. Both cities suffer from 
extraordinary congestion at peak times, 
but at least in San Francisco traffic can 
actually keep moving—and not blocking 
intersections makes a huge difference.
Lights do tend to be timed very short in 
Seattle. Pay attention to the countdown 
timers, and don’t pull forward unless 
you’re confident you can clear the inter-
section in time, even if it means having 
to sit through more than one light cycle.

Keep your spaces tighter than usual. 
Typically when you’re stopped, you 
should leave enough space between 
you and the vehicle ahead to have a 
thin strip of pavement visible between 
their back tires and your hood, so you 
can pull out around them if necessary. 
In peak congestion, it’s often better 
to move in a little tighter; the cumula-
tive effect of four vehicles doing this 
can make enough room for an entire 
additional vehicle (two or even one 
for a Smartcar). Don’t lag a half car 
length behind in these high-density 
times—it can leave the last vehicle in 

your chain stuck in the crosswalk or 
sticking out in the intersection (they 
probably shouldn’t have proceeded in 
the first place, but you’re not helping the 
situation). But do remember that when 
it’s not congested, it’s better to keep a 
bigger space cushion between you and 
the car in front.

Be alert and ready when the light 
changes, especially with left-turn  
green arrows. 
When it’s your turn to go, don’t dawdle 
—these lights are often very quick to 
change. A single second’s delay can 
make the difference of another vehicle 
behind you getting to go—or not. If 
you’re the first car at a light, watch for it 
changing and be ready to boogie (after 
of course looking first to make sure no 
red-light runners are coming).

Be extra aware of bicyclists  
and pedestrians. 
Remember that it’s not just vehicles—
more road users of all types are out 
during peak hours. Bicyclists are espe-
cially vulnerable as they negotiate tight 
lanes of stopped traffic while frustrated 
motorists jockey for position and move 
impulsively without first checking their 
mirrors and blind spots.
 Tensions between motorists attempt-
ing to make right turns as they wait for 
pedestrians to cross before the light 
turns red often become palpable. (This 
is where Seattle could really use more 
all-ways walk pedestrian signals at its 
busiest intersections, like at Pike Street 
and 1st Avenue). Look for movement 
before you turn; I find it handy to keep 
my vision planted in the lower third of 
my windshield, tracking feet and legs 
moving into my peripheral vision. (But 
before turning, don’t forget to take one 
last look for bicyclists that may have 
moved into your path in the meantime.)
Take this lovely opportunity to breathe 
deeply, be patient, and nurture a sense 
of humor, even if pedestrians are get-
ting places faster than you are. (And if 

Driving in the Real World:  
Keeping It Moving—Even in Downtown Rush Hour by Mi Ae Lipe
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Fun times outside my window at the corner of Marion and Western Avenues in down-
town Seattle on April 6. Note the huge gaps in front of and behind the Lincoln Town 
Car behind the white minivan, causing the white Cadillac SUV to remain stuck in the 
crosswalk. Extended honking from this area was greeted by even more horn blaring.
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you’re the one who is walking, help out 
by not moseying or being distracted—
everyone has to work together to get 
through rush hour.)

Assert your position early. 
Usually when you make a turn onto a 
multilane road, you should drive into 
the lane closest to you, and then signal 
to change lanes. But in heavy, standstill 
congestion, this can actually cause more 
disruption, especially if you have to  
turn soon; you risk blocking a lane  
(thus making it unavailable for other 
traffic) while waiting for someone 
stopped in the next one to eventually 
move forward and let you in. Always 
be courteous and safe, but establish-
ing your position early causes the least 
disruption possible.
 Look for roads less traveled. In times 
of heavy gridlock, alleys, parking lots, 
and little-used side streets can be your 

best friends. If you regularly commute 
in heavy downtown traffic, you’ll have a 
keen sense of which roads are less con-
gested or have better-timed lights. Also 
avoid busy tourist areas or places where 
clumps of distracted out-of-towners are 
sightseeing or looking for parking.

Be in the correct lane at the correct time. 
Being in the proper lane at the right 
time is important on the highway, but 
it’s absolutely critical in downtown to 
keep things moving. This is where local 
knowledge comes in handy—knowing 
which lanes are turn-only, where you 
might get hung up behind stopping 
buses or cars waiting for pedestrians 
to cross, and not getting stuck behind 
vehicles trying to turn left at intersec-
tions with no protected arrows. In these 
times, anticipating, constant scanning, 
and planning as far ahead as possible 
for these potential hang-ups are espe-

Mi Ae Lipe is a freelance editor and graphic 
designer in Seattle, Washington, who also 
lives another life as a traffic safety advocate. 
In addition to writing a regular column in 
Zündfolge, she blogs on Driving in the Real 
World, streams daily driving news links and 
tips on Twitter at @DrivingReal, writes regu-
larly for Roadio.com (an online magazine 
for UK driving instructors), and frequently 
collaborates with traffic safety organizations. 
Her particular interest is in holistic, experien-
tial solutions rooted in common sense, social 
sciences, psychology, and technology to raise 
road safety awareness and improve driver 
training. She is a member of the local BMW 
CCA chapter, the Audi Club NW, and the 
Fiat Enthusiasts NW.

cially crucial in maneuvering smoothly 
through traffic. It can even be—dare I 
say it—kind of fun. Always be safe!
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the fourteenth annuaL e30 pICnIC 
was the biggest and best one yet. About 
225 E30s were present under mostly 
sunny skies at the LeMay Family Col-
lection. We’ve almost exceeded the site’s 
space but for this year it was a nice cozy 
environment for all this E30 goodness. 
E30s traveled from seven states and two 
Canadian provinces.
 This show has become the biggest 
E30 show in the world and has a world-
wide reputation. The furthest traveled 
award went to Ryan Carag, who traveled  
to Tacoma from Maryland by way of 
New Orleans, Texas and Arizona; a total 
of 4,469 miles one way! Ryan received  

a Car Care Kit from Griot’s Garage. 
Alex Sukhovetskiy came from Tennessee,  
which in any other year would have made  
him the furthest traveled. Alex broke 
some other record by traveling with 
three of his closest friends in the car. 
At least, they still seemed like friends 
after this cross-country dorm-on-wheels 
adventure. Presumably they stopped to 
shower every few days. Picnic organizers 
passed the hat for gas money for these 
two far flung travelers and were able to 
send them homeward bound with about 
$80 each, enough for two tanks of gas.
 Lance Richert, E30 impresario,  
always recruits some interesting cars  

2015 E30 Picnic – The Biggest Yet!

to be featured and one of the highlights 
of the E30 Picnic is hearing these stories. 
Two cars were brought by local BMW 
collector Peter Gleeson. The first was a 
red Z1, which is mostly an E30 under-
neath. It is actually the only modern 
production BMW that does not have 
an E/F number. The roll-down doors of 
a Z1 are always a hit. Most people in 
the U.S. have never seen a Z1 in person. 
While 8,000 were built, they were never 
imported to the U.S.
 Peter also brought out his white E30 
M3 Evo II Cabrio, the only one ever 
made. This car is the stuff of legends  
but it does exist. It almost didn’t make  

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Ch

ris
tia

n 
Bo

uc
he

z.



 September/October 2015 ZüNDFOLGE 17www.bmwpugetsound.com

it to the Picnic as its fan belt broke on 
the way down, causing the car to over-
heat. Peter’s mechanic, Paul Skelton, 
found a fan belt at O’Reilly’s and  
managed to replace it on the side of 
the freeway with the tools in the BMW 
trunk kit! Good show! Meanwhile, 
Peter was sampling some awful coffee 
at “a petrol station forecourt along the 
motorway.” Translation: He got shitty 
coffee at a gas station just off Interstate 
5. Anyway, this amazing one-of-one  
M3 did make the show.
 Kevin Doyle showed his tube-frame 
E30 with very few E30 parts left. This 
monster has been built to be an endur-
ance racer. Everything is designed to 
provide exceptional power-to-weight, 
reliability and every major component, 
including the engine, can be quickly 
replaced. 
 Following the E30 Featured Car  
presentation was the always popular 
raffle with over 40 items this year, also  
a record. The coveted “Free Paint Job 
on an E30” from Haury’s Lake City  
Collision went to Peter Levine at his 
FIRST E30 Picnic. Peter, you lucky dog!
 Owen Craft, the maker of the film, 
“Respect Your Elders” was on hand. 
Owen’s film now has over 100,000  
views on YouTube and has become a 
cult classic. The film’s first shooting was 
at last year’s Picnic, so it was only fitting 
that Owen came back to celebrate his 
success with the faithful. 
 The award for the highest mileage  
E30 went to Chuck Meyer and his 
car with 348,000 miles. The youngest 
owner was Jacky Zheng, 16 years old 
and beating out another 16-year-old by 
mere months. We’ve quit giving out the 
oldest E30 owner since they don’t seem 

to want to admit their ages! Suffice it to 
say it is over 70. But they are very young 
70+ year-olds. 
 Next year we will celebrate fifteen 
years of this unique event. Be there!

Thanks to These E30 Picnic Supporters
•	 425	Motorsports
•	 Accuracy	Automotive
•	 Bavarian	Autosport
•	 Bavarian	Restoration
•	 Bimmerheads
•	 Bimmerworld
•	 BMW	Northwest
•	 BWeiss	Leather
•	 Car	Tender
•	 Griot’s	Garage
•	 Garagistic
•	 Garage	Welt
•	 Gear	Switch
•	 Gipson	Motorsports
•	 Guten	Parts
•	 Haury’s	Lake	City	Collision
•	 KD	Motorsports
•	 R3VLimited
•	 ReKnown
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thIs was our 35th year for the 
gatherIng of the herItage, aka 
Concours d’Elegance. Event Chairman 
Brandon Kelly rethought the event 
and split it into two days; Saturday the 
judged event was held while Sunday was 
split off as the Deutsche Marque Show 
und Shine. 
 There was another factor this year 
that was out of Brandon’s control; it was 
the weather and it was lousy! Typically 
the last weekend in July has glorious 
weather and this summer has, of course, 
been sunnier and hotter than we’re  
used to in the Pacific Northwest. But 
this one weekend we were unlucky 
and this impacted both days. For the 
Gathering of the Heritage (GOTH) on 
Saturday, we had light rain as the cars 
were placed. It did quit raining by the 
time of judging the cars and there was 
even enough time to wipe the water off 
the cars, so they looked like they were 
freshly washed. The rain also held off 
until the event was over.
 Another change for the judged event 
was the venue. For the first time we 

were at the Mercer Island Sculpture 
Park, located on a narrow strip of land 
between downtown Mercer Island and 
Interstate 90. It was pretty nice to have 
the beautiful BMWs parked amongst 
the sculptures on the grass, although  
the cars were a lot more attractive than 
the sculptures. 
 The attendance, particularly for spec-
tators, was certainly down due to the 
weather. But we got a lot of passersby 
from downtown Mercer Island who had 
never seen a BMW Club event or even 
knew there was a BMW Club. 
 They had to be impressed by the 
display front and center: Brad Husick’s 
2014 i8 and Nancy and John Martin’s 
328. The pre-war 328 was the dominant 
sports car of its era and was ‘the future’ 
circa 1937. It influenced many post-war 
sports cars. The i8 is the current ‘car of 
the future’ as BMW has clearly achieved 
a multi-year jump on the competition. 
These two spectacular cars, built 77 
years apart, and both demonstrating  
the best of their respective periods, 
made an impressive statement about  

2015 Gathering of the Heritage
the heritage of BMW. Sitting next to  
one another the sight was, frankly, 
breathtaking.
 Not that we lacked for other beauti-
ful BMWs. In the Vintage class we had 
joining the Martins’ 328, three 2002s 
including Byron Sanborn’s 2002 Turbo 
and three E9 coupes. The Z Cars were 
represented by Jeff Butler’s blue Z3  
and your author brought out Peter 
Gleeson’s red Z1. Most attendees had 
never seen a Z1 before. The second, 
third, fourth and fifth generation of 
BMW’s sedans and coupes were all 
represented by fine examples. See the 
sidebar for the award winners. 
 BMW Seattle brought out a couple 
of brand new cars including an X6M 
in blue. We would like to thank BMW 
Seattle for being the primary sponsor 
of the event again this year and their 
continued support. And thanks to all  
the entrants for bringing their beautiful 
cars for all to enjoy. 

David Lightfoot

This was the first impression for one arriving at the Gathering of the Heritage. Pretty impressive.

Pretty coupes all in a row.BMW Seattle brought out this 
stunning X6M.
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Long-time member Byron Sanborn’s 
2002 Turbo.

The curriculum vitae of the Martins’ 328.

Compare the i8’s interior to that of the 328 
to see 77 years of automotive progress.

David Lightfoot interviews Nancy Martin 
about the 328 she has owned since 
1949. John Martin stands by.

The interior of the 1938 328.

John and Nancy Martin explain the intricacies of their 328 to BMW CCA Board 
members, circa 2037.

Trophy winners pose for a group photo.

2015 GATHERING OF THE HERITAGE
AWARD WINNERS

X-cars
1. Peggy Fisher, 2014 X5

Z-cars
1. David Lightfoot/Peter Gleeson, 1988 Z1
2. Jeff Butler, 1999 Z3

Fifth Generation & Newer
1. Skip Holeman, 2014 228i
2. Art Anderson, 2004 760iL

Fourth Generation
1. Dante Morelli, 2002 M5
2. Mike Doyle, 2005 330ci
3. Rick Selby, 2004 325c

Third Generation
1. Cole Rodocker, 1999 M3
2. Starke Shelby, 1995 318ti
3. Brandon J. Kelly, 1996 328i

Second Generation
1. Steve Melrose, 1988 M6
2. Darko Spoljaric, 1983 635csi
3. Christian Bouchez, 1990 325i touring

Vintage/Classic
1. Nancy/John Martin, 1938 328
2. Byron Sanborn, 1974 2002 turbo
3. Sven Larsen, 1972 3.0cs

Featured Car: Brad Husick, i8

Preservation Award (sponsored by Hagerty)  
Nancy/John Martin, 1938 328

Best in Show: Byron Sanborn, 1974 2002 turbo
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Johanna Quandt, the matri-
arch of the family that owns 
the controlling interest in 
BMW Group, died August 
3rd at her home in Bad Hom-
burg. Quandt was the third 
wife and widow of Herbert 
Quandt, who took a con-
trolling interest in BMW in 
1959 and saved the company, 
which was near financial col-
lapse, from being purchased 

by Daimler Benz. Herbert and Johanna were married in 1960. 
 After her husband’s death in 1982, she took on board  
responsibilities. She remained a board member until 1997.  
At that point, her two children with Herbert Quandt, Stephan 
Quandt and Susanne Klatten, became board members.  
Together, the three owned 46.8% of BMW AG stock. Johanna 
Quandt’s stock holdings will stay within the family. Johanna 
Quandt was ranked by Forbes as the second wealthiest 
woman in Germany. Her daughter is first. 
 After her retirement, Johanna Quandt set up her own 
foundation and was dedicated to supporting young people 
training to become business journalists. She also provided 
funding to help children with cancer.

Johanna Quandt Dies at 89

BMW will be on board the 35th America’s Cup as Global 
Partner of the America’s Cup Event Authority (ACEA), the 
event organizer. This move takes the premium automobile 
manufacturer’s involvement as a partner of global competi-
tive sailing to a new level.
 The America’s Cup is the oldest trophy in international 
sport and is also seen as the most challenging competitive  
sailing event, combining the best athletes with the best tech-
nology. The duel between defending champions ORACLE 
TEAM USA and the leading challenger, to be held off 
Bermuda in 2017, will write the latest chapter in the 164-year 
history of this unique competition.
 BMW will also support ORACLE TEAM USA as  
Technology Partner. The team’s mission is to win the  
America’s Cup for the third consecutive time.
 For BMW, this commitment to the America’s Cup is the 
manufacturer’s fourth involvement in the prestigious competi-
tion. BMW was the first premium automobile manufacturer 
to participate in the event with the ORACLE BMW Racing 
team at the 31st America’s Cup 2002/03 in Auckland (New 
Zealand).  A further two campaigns followed with the BMW 
ORACLE Racing Team, which defeated the defending cham-
pions from Switzerland, Alinghi, to win the 33rd America’s 
Cup in Valencia in 2010. (BMW Press)

BMW Joins the Next  
America’s Cup Effort

Johanna Quandt with her children, Stephan and Susanne. 






