
March/April 2015

Sport Driving Tech Session March 7 • Karting Enduro March 28 • First Tour of the Year April 25







www.bmwpugetsound.com2 ZüNDFOLGE March/April 2015

KALENDER

Volume 45
No. 2

Zündfolge design and layout by
Paulette Eickman 206.283.1423.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Please limit phone calls to these volunteers to between the hours of 9:00 am and 9:00 pm

March 7, Saturday 
Sport Driving Tech Session  
at 425 Motorsports.

March 25, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

March 28, Saturday 
Karting Enduro at Traxx in Mukilteo.  
A team Enduro followed by a trip to the 
Diamond Knot Brewery & Alehouse. Be there.

April 7, Tuesday 
Deadline for the May/June 2015 Zündfolge.

April 25, Saturday 
Driving Tour. We start the year with the 
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May 29, Friday 
Track Day at Pacific Raceways. We open  
the track season with both a Car Control 
Clinic and High Performance Driving School.

May 31, Sunday 
Burgers & BMWs at the Triple XXX  
Drive-In in Issaquah. 

June 13, Saturday 
Dyno Day at Carb Connection.  
Our annual horsepower-fest with  
burgers on the side.

June 27–28, Saturday, Sunday 
14th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend.  
The largest E30 show in the world!

September 19, Saturday 
M Car Day at Griot’s Garage.  
The 9th Annual M Car Day to celebrate  
all of the wonderful BMW M Cars that  
have thrilled us over the years. 
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ON THE COVER:  
Doug Berger’s beautiful image 
captures the BimmerWorld race 
car at dawn during the 25 Hours  
of Thunderhill endurance race.
Photo by Doug Berger.

President’s Column
I would lIke to ask for your par-
tIcIpatIon. Counting associate mem-
bers, there are over 2,400 members in 
the Puget Sound Chapter of the BMW 
Car Club of America. On average, we 
have noticed that around 500 members 
participate in some Club activity, be 
it tours, tech sessions, coffee with the 
president, car shows like The Gather-
ing, and the drivers’ education program. 
This is a fairly respectable number, but 
we always are striving for more member 
participation. 
 This year, we are working to increase 
the number of events available. I would 
encourage you to visit the website often 
and check on the calendar for events.
 We will be using the ATS Around-
The-Sound electronic notification 
system as the primary means to get 
important information to you as a Club 
member. The printed Zündfolge will 
be transitioning to a less time-sensitive 
publication, one that will contain articles 
about BMW and related topics. The 
Club website and ATS will be your 
source of current information. 
 As the chapter President, I will be 
scheduling Coffee with the President. 
The purpose of these Saturday morning 
meetings will be to hear what you as a 
Club member want or just come out and 
talk about BMWs! The location of the 
meeting will be chosen demographically 
to ensure that the entire Puget Sound 
membership will have an opportunity  
to meet. 
 So, it is time to think about driving! 
If you are track person, start thinking 
about getting the car ready and getting 
yourself ready. Read some of the online 
and printed material about elements of 
driving, car control and car preparation. 
We have a number of car collections  
to view that will provide insight into 
BMW history. Check the website for  
the first tour led by your vice president, 
Ed Walker.

several years ago the chapter 
hired business consultants to look  
at Club operations and, specifically,  
how we communicate with our 
members. The world is changing fast 
and electronic communication  
has been supplanting ink-on-paper. 
 The obvious question is, “What is 
the future of the Zündfolge?” If we 
were starting a BMW Club today, 
we wouldn’t have a print publication;  
everything would be digital. But 
Zündfolge has a 45-year history  
and people are attached to it. 
 Traditionally we published eleven  
issues per year. We published six in  
2013 and 2014, and will do so in 2015.  
In 2016 we will go to four issues.
 There are several reasons for this.  
The first is that we are able to com- 
municate with our members more 
effectively and more quickly through  
electronic means. We’ve found that 
virtually all members who attend 
chapter events have registered in 
response to an Around the Sound 
(ATS) electronic mailing. Virtually 
no one registers via the Zündfolge 
announcements. The second reason 
is money. The chapter now spends 
more on new media than on the 
print Zündfolge. 
 Still, when the topic of reducing  
the frequency of the Zündfolge 
comes up, we always get pushback. 
People still seem to really like the 
print version. We hope to put more 
effort into our electronic commu-
nications so that members feel they 
are getting something in exchange 
for fewer issues of Zündfolge. 
 My personal goal is to try and go 
fully electronic by 2020. This is sub-
ject to change, of course, based on 
the reaction of our members. This 
is where you come in. Let me know 
how you feel about the transition 
to fully electronic communication 
for our membership. Email me at 
d.lightfoot@comcast.net. 

David Lightfoot
Editor-in-Chief

From the Editor
 Finally, contact me with your  
questions, comments, and suggestions. 
Your board members are here to serve 
the membership of the Puget Sound 
BMW CCA.
 Drive safely and see you on the road!

Steve Libby
President and Instructor
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JoIn us on saturday, March 7 from 
9:30 to 11:30 am for an informative sport  
driving tech session at 425 Motorsports  
in Bellevue. 425 Motorsports is a specialty  
retail store that specializes in automotive  
driving and racing equipment.
 Food and beverages will be provided 
to mitigate those morning hunger/thirst 
needs so come by early and enjoy some 
coffee and bench racing.
 425 Motorsports will be offering a 
special 10% off discount for Club mem-
bers as well as 425 Elite Rewards which 
provide additional deals and savings.
 A BMW driving events overview and 
safety gear tech session will fill the first 

Sport Driving Tech Session Saturday, March 7

portion and will be geared towards our 
outstanding driving programs held at 
Pacific Raceways as well as The Ridge 
Motorsports Park in Shelton. Participation  
in these events is a great way to become 
a better driver and fully understand and 

enjoy the features of your BMW in a 
safe, controlled environment. Driving 
events chair, Rick Gulstrom, will explain 
the advanced HPDE program and Jeff 
Butler will explain the Car Control  
Clinics. For those already planning to  
attend these programs this year, we’ll 
have information about how to choose 
your helmet and other safety gear.
 Mark your calendar for March 7 at 
10:00 am and come hang out with us at 
425 Motorsports. Get prepared for the 
motorsports season and enjoy some 
bench racing. RSVP so we can have 
enough food and beverages. 

Jeff Butler, Tech Session Coordinator

you already know the wonderful 
feel of the BMw wheel In your 
hands. But are you stuck in traffic most 
days, not so patiently tapping the wheel 
at zero mph? Maybe you’re ready to 
stretch your legs on some back roads? 
Well, let’s do something about that. 
 Take some curvy roads, stunning 
scenery, a few good friends and you’ve 
got the picture. All these are elements 
of a Puget Sound Region Club Tour. 
Whether it is mountains, peninsula, 
islands, The Gorge, Eastern Washington, 
or all of the above, we have it waiting 
for you in 2015.
 Update your calendar for Saturday, 
April 25, as we kick off the 2015 season 
with the Whidbey Island Loop Tour. 
Final routing is still being worked out. 
More details in the next Zündfolge and 
Around the Sound.
 Typical Club tours will include 25 to 
30 BMWs, from Z3 roadsters to big 7s. 
We attract a wide assortment of daily 
drivers, garage queens, and everything in 
between. Some tours will be shorter and 
local, ending around noon with lunch at 
a local restaurant. 
 Some will be longer all-day events. 
At least a couple tours this year will 
be overnighters to the Columbia River 
Gorge and Eastern Washington wine 
country. We plan to explore the Olympic 
Peninsula again, choosing a new route 
to make some new discoveries. We’re 

Coming Soon to a Twisty Road Near You—Tours 2015!
also working to arrange another private 
car collection tour for members to enjoy.
 All tours are driven on public paved 
roads, minding local traffic laws. We  
focus on safety, but always make an 
effort to find little-known twisty roads 
that are enjoyable at any speed. 
 We encourage participation in our 
Car Control Clinics, but no special skills 
or equipment are necessary to participate  
in a tour. The only requirement is that 
one person in the car is a member of 
BMW CCA. Solo drivers are welcome 
or bring the whole family. Either way, 
touring in a group of beautiful Bimmers 

is a memorable experience and a chance 
to make new friends.
 Enjoy all the wonderful scenery. But 
the best part might be meeting like-
minded BMW enthusiasts of all kinds. 
Taking a break alongside the road, you’ll 
find someone to talk with that shares 
your love of fine German engineering 
and everything we find along the way.
 Stay tuned for details on upcoming  
tours in the Zündfolge, Around the 
Sound, or at www.bmwpugetsound.com. 
You can always reach me at tours@
bmwpugetsound.com.

Ed Walker, Tours Coordinator
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on March 28, the BMW Club is taking over Traxx Indoor 
racing for an hour of fast-paced team enduro racing in 
go-karts! No tuning, no modifications, just raw driving skill 
and good clean fun. Plan to arrive around 10:30 am with 
the action starting at about 11:00 am. Teams will compete 
in a battle for go-karting glory! Prizes will be awarded to 
first, second, and third place finishers.
 Once the races have been wrapped up around noon and 
the victors have been decided, take the party down the hill 
and join the Club for some cold refreshment and hearty 
food at the nearby Diamond Knot Brewery.
 We plan to run about twelve teams of four, but teams 
may change the day of the event, depending on attendance.

Jeff Butler, Tech Session Coordinator

Karting Enduro Saturday, March 28
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Dyno Day Saturday, June 13

take your car control skIlls 
to a new level and find your 
competitive spirit as we join the 
Porsche Club for their 2015 Auto-
cross season. The Pacific Northwest 
Porsche Club has been kind enough 
to welcome BMW Club members to 
compete with them again this year. 
Join in on the fun and comradery  
at the track!
 Full details of the events and 
what to expect can be found at www.
pnwr.org/Track/autocross/default.asp
Pre-registration is $35 and you can 
register at www.scorekeeper.wwscc.
org/register/pca2015/
 Keep your eyes open for Robert 
Falk. He will welcome and coordinate  
our BMW showing and will also 
help any newcomers with the ropes 

Autocross with Porsche Club

getting you in the right place at the 
right time and arranging for ride-
alongs and instruction if desired.
 We’re looking forward to seeing 
you out there for another great  
season. Here are the dates for the 
entire season:

Bremerton Motorsports Park 
Practice:  February 21
Event 1:  March 21 
Event 2:  April 25  
Event 3:  May 16 
Event 4:  June 20 
Event 5:  July 25 
Event 8:  September 19 
Event 9:  October 3

Packwood Hampton Mills
Event 6 & 7: August 29-August 30
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coMe out and strut your BIMMer’s 
stuff at the annual Dyno Day! Find 
out how many horses are really under 
that hood, and then celebrate with some 
tasty BBQ. Last year’s top honors finally 
went to a BMW, so bring yours out and 
keep the dynasty going!
 Alex and the guys at the Carb Con-
nection in Kirkland are hosting the dyno 
tech session for our Club at a discounted  
rate. Saturday, June 13 we will pay only 
$75 dollars (normally $145) to run our 
cars on their dyno jet 248 4wd dyno. 
Make up to three runs and get a print-
out of your car’s actual horsepower and 
torque at the wheels as well as air/fuel 
ratio. Bring a flash drive and take your 
results home to brag about!
 The Club will be providing the BBQ 
and refreshments around noon. There is 
plenty of parking on the back side of the 
building by the dyno room, so whether 
you’re putting your engine to the test, or 
just listening to the symphony of revving 
engines, come join us for Dyno Day!

Jeff Butler, Tech Session Coordinator
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hello fellow cluB MeMBers! As you 
probably noticed, there wasn’t a write-up  
for our annual Gathering of the Heritage  
event in the January/February issue of  
Zündfolge. We’ve been working on even 
better refinements for this year’s event, 
and I wanted to make sure things were 
in motion before sharing. Ready?
 This year, we are making the Gather-
ing of the Heritage an entire weekend 
event! Saturday we will host our more 
exclusive Concours event, followed 
by the more casual Display event on 
Sunday. Mix in a tour, dinner, great 
conversation, and of course, the beauti-
ful cars, and we have quite the weekend 
planned! Are you excited yet?

Concours Event on Saturday, July 25
Venue Change 
The Concours d’Elegance event will be 
on Mercer Island at the Sculpture Park. 
We have worked with the Mercer Island 
Parks Department to gain full usage of 
this park, and will also have closure of 
the adjacent streets.

2015 Gathering of the Heritage Saturday, July 25

•	 Fifth Generation & Newer: E87 1 Series,  
E90 / E91 / E92 / E93 3 Series, E60  
5 Series, E63 6 Series, E65 7 Series,  
and F30 Series.

•	 X Cars: All years/models of the X1, 
X3, X4, X5 and X6.

•	 Z Cars: All years/models of the Z1, 
Z3, Z4 and Z8

•	 i Cars: i3 and i8
 
 Awards will consist of first, second 
and third in all classes, PLUS a partici- 
pation award for the Feature Car, PLUS 
vendor/sponsor awards (Best Preserved, 
etc.). There will not be a People’s 
Choice award at this event.

Entry Cost
The pre-registered entry cost for judged 
cars will be $60 per car, with day-of-
registration being $80 per car. Due to 
field/venue limitations, there will be 
no Display component, meaning all 
attendees not entering their car to be 
judged will need to park in the adjacent 
Park-N-Ride structure.

Stay tuned for more details in our next 
issue of Zündfolge!

Restructuring of Judged Classes 
This year, we will be aligning our classes 
more closely to the BMW CCA National  
standards. Here’s the breakdown:
•	 Vintage / Classic: Isetta, 328, 504, 507, 

700, 1600-2000 4-door, 1600-2002,  
2000 C/CS, E3 Sedans (Bavaria, 3.0S), 
E9 Coupes (2800 CS, 3.0 CS), E21  
3 Series, and E12 5 Series.

•	 Second Generation: E30 3 Series, E28 
5 Series, E24 6 Series, E23 7 Series, 
and E26 M1.

•	 Third Generation: E36 3 Series, E34  
5 Series, E32 7 Series and E31 8 Series.

•	 Fourth Generation: E46 3 Series,  
E39 5 Series and E38 7 Series.
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BMw wIll celeBrate its  
Centennial in 2016. The chapter 
is in the formative stages of  
organizing one or two special 
events. For chapter members 
who like to do long-term plan-
ning, you may want to start  
making some travel plans.
 First, the Monterey weekend 
in California in August 2016 will 
be pretty special for BMW fans. 
Whether you’ve been before or 
never been, you may want to 
start thinking about putting this 
on your calendar. BMW is sure 
to be the featured marque at  
several of the big events. The 
events of the Monterey Car 
Weekend now are more like a 
week long, but the main events 
are on Friday, Saturday and  
Sunday. In 2016, the dates will  
be August 19–21. 
 Thinking even further afield, 
the company will be celebrating 
this momentous occasion at  
the BMW Museum and Welt 
in Munich. You really should 
consider a vacation to Germany 
during 2016. Better yet, think 
about a new BMW and taking 
European delivery in 2016. Enjoy 
your new car, attend some once-
in-a-lifetime events and then ship 
your car home to a local dealer. 

Featured Car 
This year, we are not going to have 
a certain series or age range for the 
featured car class. Instead, we are simply 
going to have ONE “featured car” front-
and-center. This will be a significant car. 

Sponsors 
As always, our biggest event sponsor, 
BMW Seattle, will be in attendance, along 
with some of the latest BMW models.

Following the Concours Event 
After the countless hours preparing your  
car for judging, there needs to be some-
thing more for enjoyment. Agreed? 
After all, BMW is the Ultimate Driving 
Machine, so why not appreciate that 
aspect, too? That said, shortly after the 
awards ceremony, our tour director, Ed 
Walker, will lead interested Concours 
participants, as well as interested  
attendees who parked nearby, on a  
tour around Mercer Island and beyond. 
This allows us to actually enjoy our  
cars in their element.
 The tour will end at a restaurant yet 
to be determined, where we can all sit 
back, relax over some dinner and drinks, 
and converse about the day. Because if 
there’s one thing we all enjoy about our 
Club, is that it’s full of great folks with 
even greater stories!
 Wait! We’re not done yet!

Display Event on Sunday, JULY 26
One of our Club’s best social events  
that is always “busting at the seams” 
is our Burgers & BMWs event at the 
Triple XXX in Issaquah in late May/ 
early June. One of our National club’s 
best events is the Legends of the  
Autobahn event in Monterey, CA  
during car week in August.
 Well, that said, on Sunday, July 26,  
at Cedar River Park in Renton, we will 
be having our Display event as part of 
the Gathering of the Heritage week-
end. But this won’t be just ANY display 
event, because we have reached out to 
our fellow local Porsche, Mercedes-Benz 
and Audi car clubs, invited them out and 
have received unanimous interest, and 
plan to FILL that park!! 
 The details are simple; there will be 
music, vendors, raffle items, food options,  
and a plethora of German cars to view.

 In closing, I hope the above informa-
tion was enticing, and that you’re as ex-
cited about this year’s Gathering of the 
Heritage weekend events as I am! Stay 
tuned for more details in our May/June 
issue of Zündfolge, and as always, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you!

Brandon J. Kelly
Gathering of the Heritage Coordinator

BMW Centennial 
Celebration
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MOTOR SPORTS

It Is tIMe to thInk aBout the track 
season! Okay, you all have read this 
before, but it is really true! The 2015 
driving season has started and it is time 
for you to start thinking about this 
year’s track season. Rick Gulstrom has 
promised another five days of perfect, 
warm, and sunny track days for this 
year. However, I did overhear him say 
that a rainy one would not be so bad. 

What he means is that high performance 
driving in the rain will develop and 
hone your skills in ways that can only be 
experienced. Yes, a rainy track will not 
be driven at high speeds, but you will 
drive if differently. Modern BMWs have 
an amazing stability and traction control 
system that is only appreciated under 
compromising conditions. Controlling 
your car in slippery and rainy conditions  
on the track is directly applicable to 
everyday driving. High performance 
driving is not just about going fast, but  
it is about precise car control. Regard-
less of the weather conditions, put 
the track days on your calendar now. 
Consult the Track section of the Puget 
Sound BMW CCA website for the  
dates, locations, prices, and registration 
information. Remember, our HPDE  
and CCC days are on Fridays!

Pacific Raceways
May 29, Friday HPDE and CCC
June 26, Friday HPDE and CCC
July 17, Friday HPDE and CCC
August 14, Friday HPDE and CCC

The Ridge
September 13, Sunday HPDE only

 Let me back up for a second and  
tell you all why you should attend as 
many High Performance Driving events 
sponsored by BMW as you can. In the  
Puget Sound region, there are two race- 
tracks used predominantly by three car 
clubs for High Performance Driving 
Events. Similarly, there are now two 
other organizations that sponsor lapping 
days or driving events with minimal  
opportunity for having an instructor  
in your car all day long. 
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 Why is this important you may ask 
yourself? Here are the reasons.

1. Participating in a Club-sponsored High 
Performance Driving Education event 
supports the overall mission of the 
Club. The focus of the BMW CCA is to  
promote the marque and to promote  
driving, both street and performance. 
From this, several grassroots organiza-
tions have been born, such as PRO3 
racing. Within this group of drivers is 
a core group that is devoted not only 
to driving, but also to showing others 
how to do the same. 

2. Instruction is required to become a 
better driver. You can read about it, 
you can drive the simulators at home, 
but the only way to learn high perfor-
mance driving it to do it in person  
and with the assistance of a qualified  
instructor in the right seat. Our 
instructor corps represents an amaz-
ing collection of real-life experience 
driving on the track, some racing, and 
teaching. I use the word teaching here 
to emphasize that being an instructor  
means that you have signed up to 
“teach” what you know how to do 
well. Last year, we transitioned from 
the teaching to coaching, a philosophi-
cal shift in the approach to in-car  
dynamics. Coaching is an operative 
word we instructors use on-track to 
guide you around the racetrack in a 
safe manner while providing ample 
opportunity for experiencing your 
Ultimate Driving Machine. Having  
an instructor in your car and with 
a communicator provides real-time 
feedback and coaching. We will push 
you past your comfort zones only if 
you are ready. Remember, our track 
days come with an instructor for you 
all day; you do not have to pay any-
thing extra. 

  We will continue to allow open 
passing for A-group drivers this year. 
B-group drivers will continue to get 
more out-of-car coaching by several 
senior instructors. The debrief session 
after A and B group has been very 
helpful to drivers. 

3. Club-sponsored track days provide 
a community of drivers. For those 
who have attended our track days, 
you have most likely talked to other 
drivers about their cars, modifications, 
techniques, the weather, asked the 
“yellow shirts” instructors about how 
to drive better, or simply made new 
friends. It is a track day after all, an 
entire day where you are allowed to 
be immersed in nothing but driving  
and all things BMW. Turn off the 
phone and think about driving. Take 
advantage of these opportunities! 
And, you get a great lunch represent-
ing another opportunity to hang out 
with other drivers.

 We also offer Car Control Clinics for  
those who do not have track experience  
yet, but want to experience the BMW 
driving experience at a slower speed. 
Jeff Butler and crew organize a set of 
driving exercises utilizing cones placed 
around the paddock of Pacific Raceways.  
The placing of these cones set up slalom,  
accident avoidance, braking, autocross, 
and skid pad exercises. Each driver gets 
about five to eight runs through each 
exercise with instructors at the begin-
ning of the line to give quick instruction. 
These exercises start in the morning and 
last until 1:00 pm. Participants are then 
allowed to get a ride in an instructor’s 
car around the racetrack. We are sure 
that once you get a hot lap, you will be 
signing up for an HPDE. 
 Does any of this performance driving 
really translate to everyday driving as I 
have mentioned above? Yes, it does. We 
recently received this post on the Puget 
Sound BMW CCA forum:

 I just wanted to give a big thank 
you to the BMW CCA Puget 
Sound chapter for the Car Control 
Clinic that saved my life today. On 
my way into work, a tandem fuel 
truck took a right on red into traffic 
just as I was entering the intersec-
tion of the I-5 off ramp to 4th Ave 
South near Spokane Street.
 Thanks to the clinic, and the 
great engineering of my car, I was 
able to hit the brakes, control my 
slide and get my nose out of the 
way of the second half of the tanker 
without touching the cars in the 

lane next to me. I think it missed 
me by less than a meter. Before you 
ask, yes, I sent a complaint to the 
company the truck comes from.

 It is time to start thinking about the 
coming season. Put the dates on your 
calendars. Come to a Club-sponsored 
track day and learn how to really drive. 
Your BMW CCA instructors are ready 
when you are.

Steve Libby, President and Instructor

Rick Gulstrom, Driving Events  
Coordinator and Senior Instructor

Dana Lantz, Track Registrar
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Family Togetherness

It’s that tIMe of year agaIn, winter 
is turning into spring, flowers are pop-
ping up everywhere, and so are race 
car parts. I don’t even bother opening 
the door for the UPS guy, he just waves 
from the driveway and points to the 
shop; he knows where the boxes go. At 
Christmastime I’d get really excited, and 
go ahead and open the door; he would 
be nice enough to yell, “Doesn’t look 
like it’s for you, I’ll just put it by the 
garage.” Oh. Okay.
 With the arrival of spring the gentle 
breezes blow and the birds happily sing. 
At least I assume they do, all I can hear 
outside is the sound of The Reaper 
crawling out of her trailer-cave after 
a long winter’s nap. That thing wakes 
up with about as much grace as an old 
Mama bear that has spent the winter 
sleeping off fermented huckleberries. 
 Mike is spending more time in the 
shop, and now our oldest is right there 
with him. Every once in a while I’ll 
peek in and ask them simple stuff, like if 
they plan on eating today. Usually one 
of them just yells back and asks me to 
bring something out, a process that is 
pretty much like trying to catch a stray 
animal—I set a plate of food on a bench 
and I assume they eat, but I never actu-
ally see them. Eventually the boys,  
(the 11-year-old and the 42-year-old), 
make their way back into the house  
and the younger one will start giving  
me the run down on their day, I try to 
match his enthusiasm, but all I can say is 
“WHOA! Buddy! You’ve got to take  
a shower, you smell like pit crew.”
 And he will excitedly reply, “I know, 
Right!?”
 “Yeah, I know it’s confusing, but 
that’s not actually a compliment…”
 Don’t get me wrong, I think it’s 
pretty awesome that he is probably 
the only sixth grader who can not only 
make a pretty good judgment call on 
whether to run slicks or not, but can also 

The PRO3 Line
change them. However, I would also 
like it if he could just as easily identify a 
present participle and change fractions 
to decimals.
 I try not to complain, because Mike 
really is a huge help around the house, 
but lately mornings have been getting  
a little crazy. He’ll start yelling, “Five 
minutes to pre-grid!” and then he 
throws bike helmets at the kids along 
with their school coats, “Time to get 
suited up, LETS GO!”
 “Honey, it’s the bus stop, not pre-grid, 
and if you keep making them put their 
helmets on to go down there, the other 
kids are going to make fun of them.” 
 Speaking of embarrassing: There is 
no first place at the bus stop, last week I 
had to explain to the other moms what 
my husband meant by pole position, and 
that was pretty awkward.
 As we say goodbye to the off season, 
we say goodbye to extra time at home 
to work on house projects. But honestly, 
Mike’s attention span for honey-do 
projects is fairly limited anyway, which is 
funny considering he will happily spend 
hours inserting one new switch on the 
dash of the Reaper. Last fall we had a 
new fireplace installed, and this winter 
we were going to work on finishing up 
the mantel. Imagine my surprise when I 
came home one day to find an old E30 
bumper, complete with PRO3 stickers  
and a Toyo Tires banner, mounted 

proudly over my roaring fire. That was 
one thing, but when I found that every 
sink and tub drain had been replaced by 
a BMW Roundel, I just kicked him back 
out to the shop. Maybe we’ll scratch 
home improvement projects off the 
togetherness list.
 We do enjoy family outings though, 
as long as Mike drives. I’m not saying 
he’s the worst passenger ever, but I’m 
just NOT saying that because I haven’t 
actually ridden with everybody else.
 I’ll be parked patiently at a stoplight, 
and he will blurt out, “You can totally 
take the car next to you.”“You mean the  
little old lady in the 1995 Toyota Camry?  
I’m not sure what that would prove.”
 “Well it would prove that you are 
faster, and you should always want to 
prove that. You need to drive faster.”
 “Stop talking, or I will pull this car 
over and you can drive.”
 “Why are you in this lane? There’s 
room in between those two cars.”
 “It’s a two lane road.”
 “So, you can totally go three wide 
around this corner.”
 You know, come to think of it, Mike 
had a pretty abbreviated race schedule 
last year, so maybe it’s about time he 
spends a little more time at the track….

Melanie Olsen is the very patient spouse of 
Michael Olsen who drives PRO3 #130, the 

Spirit Halloween car, aka, “The Reaper.”
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The Reaper.
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thIs BecaMe 
the Mantra 
behind a 
career shift 
in the life of 
this long time 
BMW Club 

member and all around Ger-
man automotive enthusiast. 
 At 12 years old I started a  
car detailing business and that  
venture kept me in new surf- 
boards and a 1967 Karmann 
Ghia throughout junior high  
and high school. I often 
referred to my Ghia as my 
“poor man’s German sports 
car.” The income from rub-
bing on cars later provided 
me with the means to pay for 
college. I’ve been a BMW 
guy for a long time and 
joined the BMW Club in 
the early ’90s when I pur-
chased an E36 M3, which 
was the first of many BMW 
cars in our family. I attended 
the BMW drivers’ school 
at Pacific Raceways and 
burned through lots of tires 
in my M3 learning to drive 
faster with some of the many 
skilled BMW Club instruc-
tors. That led to several years 
of vintage racing.
 Little did I know that after 
eleven years as a partner in a 
San Diego advertising firm  
that I would end up developing  
and selling car care products 
across the country at Griot’s 
Garage. For the last five 
years that I was there, I was 
the president of the com-
pany. During my time there 
I always insisted that we 
support the BMW Club and 
Zündfolge and had the plea-
sure of meeting many Club 
members. Last summer, after 
20+ years, I left. From there I 
decided to pursue my passion 
for cars in a new way. And 
Cars Yeah was born. 

CARS YEAH: Inspiring Automotive Enthusiasts
fun combined with inspira-
tional quotes from some of 
the most famous automotive 
enthusiasts around the world. 
I encourage you to reach out 
and say hello and if you know 
of the perfect candidate for 
a Cars Yeah interview, please 
send them my way. 
 My current BMW is a 
2005 E46 M3, that I ordered 
from the factory. My wife 
Jill drives an X5, my son 
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 Cars Yeah is a website  
and podcast where I conduct  
interviews with inspiring auto- 
motive enthusiasts. These are 
people who have wrapped 
their avocation for cars into 
their vocation. The mantra has  
a double entendre; I hope to 
inspire automotive enthusiasts  
by having conversations with 
inspiring automotive enthu-
siasts. The wide spectrum of 
unique individuals who love 
automobiles has been spec-
tacular. The interviews can 
be experienced on the Cars 
Yeah website or on iTunes, 
Stitcher Radio or at Cars 
Yeah YouTube. In October 
I launched the 100th episode, 
with many guests being from 
here in the Pacific Northwest. 
The 100th guest also marked 
my first show with a sponsor 
and the beginning of mon-
etizing my new venture.
 I’ve hosted many inspiring 
automotive enthusiasts  
since Cars Yeah was born on  
May 28, 2014, some of which 
are quite well known: Jesse 
Alexander, Dave Bowman, 
Pete Chapouris, Art and 
Craig Morrison, Dominic 
Dobson, Alois Ruf, McKeel 
Hagerty, and Sam Memmolo. 
 As a BMW enthusiast I’ve 
owned lots of BMWs, most 
of them M3 models. Many of 
you in the BMW Club know 
me and I’ve had the pleasure 
of spending time with you as 
well. I encourage you to visit 
Cars Yeah and enjoy some 
or all of the many inspiring 
guests who have shared their 
journey down the road of 
life and get to spend their 
days playing with cars. If 
you subscribe on my website 
you will get a free Fill ’R Up 
Book. It’s a full color e-book 
I created filled with photo-
graphs of vintage fuel filler 

Byron Sandborn Turbo.

Blake an E46 328ci, and my 
daughter Paige drives a Mini 
Cooper. We’re a BMW family 
for sure.
 Feel free to reach out and 
contact me any time as I’m 
always looking for guests to 
promote their business and 
inspirational stories on Cars 
Yeah. And did I mention, I 
love BMWs?

Mark Greene
www.carsyeah.com

mark@carsyeah.com

Thor Thorson
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Here is a race report from Jason Vein, 
one of four drivers of the #95 E46 that 
finished second in E1.

 With a new car and a new class, Spec 
E46, we tested the car and drivers at 
various events throughout the year. 
Three of the four drivers had driven the 
#95 car during the year in sprint races 
but we went down to Thunderhill with a 
lot of questions. In a 25 hour race, how 
many tires, how long per fuel stop, etc? 
The fourth driver, Mark Drennan, was 
very accomplished in other cars but 
how would he like the car? How would 
he perform? Well, he ended up being 
the fastest driver of all the Spec E46 
cars but what else would you expect 
from a National Championship-winning 
Spec Miata driver? We brought an E46 
donor car and enough loose parts to 
build another Spec E46 but we didn’t 
need them. We shared the parts with the 
other PNW teams that did need them.
 Qualifying showed us that we had 
missed a few things in preparation as 
the rain came pouring down and David 
Wheaton couldn’t see out of the car so we  
started at the back. The start of the race 
was clear and it never rained again, it was  
warmer than usual, too. All good news 
for the drivers and especially the crew.
 We stayed on track—mostly. We 
didn’t hit anything—mostly. We stayed 
out of the paddock and just kept putting 
in lap after lap. All of the drivers had 
a great time and did what was asked 
of them. The crew was there and ready 
for anything but happily it was a rather 
uneventful race from that perspective.  

 We had to manage some competitive 
disagreements between the E1 teams  
as to how the rules were supposed to be 
interpreted. But in the end we finished 
well ahead of the other Spec E46s, all 
running in the E1 Class. We tried our 
best in the closing hours to chase down 
the on-track leader in E1, a newer E90 
3 Series BMW, but came up short by 
about three laps. As it turns out we 
learned after the race that we knew the 
drivers of that car and we had a good 
laugh with them.
 The other Spec E46s all had their 
different stories but we were all pitted 
close to each other and we enjoyed the 
event as both competitors and friends. 
Everyone agreed that the E46 platform 
was great from both the driver and the 
crew points of view. We all know that we 
were at the beginning of lots to come 
for Spec E46. Our team had one car 
and four drivers, the three drivers that 
didn’t have Spec E46s all have their own 
builds going now and this class is going 
to grow very rapidly!

Drivers: Chuck Hurley, C Jason Vein, 
David Wheaton, Mark Drennan

Crew: Bryce Allen, Jordan Allen, John 
McDermott, Brian Marsteller, Lance 
Richert, Fred Wright, Adam Harding, 
Howard Whitlock

 It was a tremendous effort by all 
involved; it started many months ahead 
of the event and was worth the effort  
for everyone.

the 2014 runnIng of the  
25 hours of thunderhIll on 
December 7 showed continued 
growth in the number and quality  
of car entries. This grueling 
endurance race near Willows 
in Northern California is the 
longest endurance race in the 
country. The event is now seeing 
factory entries and a few “ringers”  
in the form of NASCAR and 
Indy Car drivers joining some  
of the teams.
 Several BMW teams from  
the Pacific Northwest make the 
trek to this race, and to their 
credit routinely make a strong 
showing. On most years this race 
will experience rain, and the rain  
skills of the Pacific Northwest 
drivers give them an edge over 
the drivers from the sunny 
Southwest states. This year quali-
fying saw rain, but the race itself 
was dry for the whole 25 hours. 
Fifty-four cars took the green 
flag in six classes, with 40 cars 
taking the checkered flag.
 The previous year’s Thunder-
hill 25 Hour saw a number of 
E30s competing, but this year the 
E46 was the car to have. There 
were five BMW race cars entered 
by PNW teams. The best showing  
was by Grip Racing from Monroe  
with a strong second in the highly 
competitive E1 class. The E1 
class is somewhat limited on car 
preparation and during pit stops 
only one tire can be changed and 
ten gallons of fuel delivered per 
stop. During fueling no work can 
be performed on the car.

2015 Thunderhill 25 Hour Race Recap By Lance Richert and Jason Vein
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

It’s no secret that traffIc  
congestIon Is a huge proB-
leM In the puget sound 
regIon. yet many motorists 
have little clue that if they 
drove better, they could help 
eliminate it, and not be a 
cause of it.
 If you have spent any 
time on our highways, you 
have surely observed the 
phenomenon of traffic waves. 
If traffic is flowing smoothly, 
vehicles tend to cluster in 

packs, separated by empty 
zones; then another cluster 
forms. All seems to be going 
well until someone slows 
down, merges, changes lanes  
suddenly, is blocked by a 
slower-moving vehicle in the 
left lane, or is going a little 
too fast on a downhill slope.
 Before you know it, 
somebody brakes, triggering 
others behind to do the same.  
Soon a sea of brake lights 

pop up, and the Mother of 
Nonprogress rears her ugly 
head—a rolling slowdown. If 
enough of these slowdowns 
occur in a short time, a traffic 
jam forms.
 We can prevent many  
traffic jams simply by chang-
ing the way we drive. A few 
years ago, a Seattle electrical  
engineer named William 
Beaty identified these waves, 
their causes, and solutions, 
which he documents on  

Driving in the Real World: 
You Can Prevent Traffic Jams—Single-Handedly

his fascinating website,  
www.trafficwaves.org. 
 Visualize traffic as water, 
each vehicle representing  
a molecule of liquid flow- 
ing down the roadway.  
The spaces between these 
molecules are constantly  
fluxing. If enough space exists 
between each vehicle, then 
minor differences in traffic 
flow—like someone merging  
or changing lanes—get 
absorbed in that porous area 
between vehicles. But reduce 
or block that space, and then 
all of the molecules start to 
pile up accordion-like when  
a disruption happens.
 You can see this con-
stantly on I-5 southbound 
in the Northgate area, or on 
520 eastbound near the 405 
interchange. This is also why 
a collision snarls traffic so 
badly—it’s mostly because 
rubberneckers on both sides 
of the highway slow down for 
a look. It also explains why 
traffic sometimes inexplica-
bly comes to a sudden halt, 
and then starts moving  
again, without our ever 
knowing the cause.

 What can we do to help? 
As it turns out, a lot:
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Maintain a proper 
following distance.
This is the number-one  
cause of the rear-end, chain-
reaction collisions that we 
see so often as well as rolling 
slowdowns. Always maintain 
at least three seconds (not 
car lengths) between you 
and the vehicle ahead in dry 
weather; at least six seconds 
in wet conditions.

Don’t give in to  
social pressure. 
Many drivers mistakenly 
believe that maintaining 
a three-second gap is not 
possible, insisting that other 
motorists will zoom into the 
space in front of them and 
therefore a shorter gap is in-
evitable. While this will some-
times happen, it is surprising 
how often it does not. Also, 
remember that you can con-
trol the behavior of motorists 
behind you far more than 
you might think; frequently 
they will mimic your actions. 
And if someone wants to get 
ahead of you, let ’em; just 
ease off your speed slightly 
and regain that space.

Keep your speed constant, 
avoiding unnecessary  
braking or acceleration. 
Remember that changing 
lanes does not mean touch-
ing the brakes. If you prop-
erly modulate your speed 
and maintain proper space 
between you and the vehicle 
ahead at all times, this will 
eliminate “creep” and thus 
the need to brake (which 
could trigger others to do 
the same). The same goes  
for acceleration.
 
Merge late. 
It may seem counterintuitive,  
but merging late actually 
helps traffic flow by using 
available road space more 
efficiently.
 
Avoid changing lanes too 
quickly or cutting too closely 
in front of people. 
As the owner of a fine  
German performance vehicle, 
I understood all too well 
how easily we can quickly 
maneuver at the drop of a 
hat. But just because we can 
doesn’t mean we should—if 
we trigger the car behind to 
tap their brakes, this can start 
that accordion effect.

Keep your eyes up  
and plan ahead. 
What’s best on the track 
applies here. The farther you 
can take in what’s happening 
down the road, the more pre-
pared you will be to maintain 
proper following distances 
and slow down gently when 
necessary.
 
Practice lane discipline. 
This is another ubiquitous 
problem on our roads; we’ve 
all grumbled at those road 
potatoes camped out in the 
left lane.  
 Regardless of the speed 
limit, remember that Wash-
ington State’s “keep right” 
law (Statute 46.61.100)  
prohibits blocking the flow  
of faster traffic in this lane. 
Also, don’t be that driver 
that suddenly has to swerve 
across all of the lanes to 
make an exit—plan well 
enough ahead so you don’t 
disrupt traffic flow.
 
Don’t gawk at 
accident scenes. 
No matter how much you 
might want to see carnage, 
twisted metal, and broken 
bodies, resist the urge. Keep 
yourself—and everyone else 
behind you—moving.
 

Take into account our 
hilly topography. 
They’re as predictable as 
rain in Seattle—those rolling 
slowdowns when traffic starts 
going down a hill because 
everyone was following too 
closely. When you come to 
the crest of a hill, ease up 
on the throttle and maintain 
that space cushion without 
braking.

 Practice these driving 
methods and see how smooth 
you can get and avoid brak-
ing, even in heavy traffic. 
Challenge yourself. You 
might even make a game of 
it, and make life a whole lot 
better for everyone around 
you as well.

 Mi Ae Lipe is a freelance 
editor, writer and graphic  
designer living in Seattle,  
Washington. She is also the  
creator of the blog Driving 
in the Real World. Follow her 
daily driving news and tips 
on Twitter at @DrivingReal. 
A member of the BMW CCA, 
the Audi Club Northwest and 
Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest (the 
latter of which she serves as a 
newsletter editor), Mi Ae also 
writes a regular column for 
Roadio.com, an online maga-
zine primarily for driving in-
structors in the UK. She drives 
a stock 2008 Honda Accord 
sedan (which has actually seen 
track days) and a much-loved 
Barbera Red 2009 BMW E92 
335i coupe.
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BMW Finishes Strong at 24 Hours of Daytona

BMW Team RLL finished second and 
fourth in this weekend’s 53rd Rolex 24 
at Daytona on January 25th, the 40th 
anniversary of BMW Motorsport’s very 
first race in North America and the start 
of the 1975 IMSA season for the iconic 
BMW 3.0 CSL. With car numbers cho-
sen to honor that car, the No. 25 BMW 
Z4 GTLM finished second and the No. 
24 BMW Z4 GTLM took the checkered 
flag fourth.
 Bill Auberlen, Augusto Farfus, Bruno 
Spengler, and Dirk Werner completed 
725 laps around the 3.56-mile, 12-turn 
Daytona International Speedway road 

course in the No. 25 machine during 
the twice-around-the-clock endurance 
classic. Werner, the finishing driver, took 
the checkered flag a scant 0.478 seconds 
behind the winning No. 3 Corvette.
 The No. 24, driven by John Edwards, 
Jens Klingmann, Lucas Luhr, and Gra-
ham Rahal, finished 24 laps in arrears 
after an accident just past the nine hour 
mark cost the quartet 29 laps.
 Last season, the team finished the 
Rolex 24 at Daytona in the same posi-
tions, and, following another podium 
finish at Sebring, led the championship 
for the early part of the 2014 season.

 “That was a nail biter for the last ten 
to fifteen minutes, “said Jens Marquardt, 
BMW Motorsport Director.” The final 
yellow came in just the right moment  
for us so we were lucky at the end. I 
should give a compliment to everyone 
involved for the hard work here and 
back in Munich over the winter to 
build some top speed into the BMW Z4 
GTLM that we were lacking here last 
year. We can definitely see the improve-
ment. We aren’t there yet, but the guys 
had something in their hands that they 
could fight with today and in that respect  
I send big, big congratulations to all the 
drivers and the team. They really fought 
hard and deserve this second-place. I 
would have been super happy with a win,  
but only one-half second behind at the 
finish is a result we can be proud of. 
Second and fourth make a fantastic start 
the 2015 season and the 40th anniversary 
here for BMW. 
 “All the drivers did a great job in 
their respective cars,” said Bobby  
Rahal, Team Principal. “They did,  
frankly, everything we asked them to. 
We are getting closer every year. Maybe 
next time we’ll get to the top of the 
Daytona podium.” 
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BMW will bring its DriveNow service  
here to compete with, and maybe  
complement Daimler’s rival Car2Go 
Seattle fleet which currently has 500 
blue-and-white vehicles, priced at  
41 cents per minute.
 The City Council ordinance allows as 
many as four companies to have up to 
750 vehicles each, for a total 3,000 cars.
Rich Steinberg, CEO of DriveNow, said 
he doesn’t expect to launch the service 
here for at least three months, and will 
aim for the following quarter.
 ”We have to order cars. We have to 
figure out what neighborhoods to be in, 
and do a lot of blocking and tackling,” 
he said.
 Among North American cities, Drive-
Now operates only in San Francisco,  

The MINI brand has achieved further 
success at the Dakar Rally. After cover-
ing more than 9,000 kilometers span-
ning Argentina, Chile and Bolivia, MINI 
won the world’s toughest rally for the 
fourth time in a row. Nasser Al-Attiyah/
Mathieu Baumel (QT/FR) crossed the 
finishing line in the Argentinian capital 
Buenos Aires (AR) as the overall win-
ners, having won five of the 13 legs in 
their MINI ALL4 Racing. 
 “I promised last year when I was on 
the podium that I’d be back to win, and 
now I’m here,” said Al-Attiyah. “It was 
very hard to lead the race from the very 
beginning and to continue keeping this 
position on the long distance. I’m very 
happy about this great result and I want 
to thank and congratulate all mechanics 
and the team for the great job they have 
done during the two weeks. The MINI 
ALL4 Racing is an incredible car and  
it was again very nice to drive.” 
 The “Dakar” entrants faced numer-
ous unforeseeable challenges on the 

BMW to Compete with Car2Go in Seattle
using an all-electric fleet. In Seattle it 
would offer both gasoline-fueled and 
electric cars, he said. DriveNow might 
deploy 300 vehicles to begin with, 
including MINI Coopers, small BMW 
sedans and hatchbacks.
 It’s been only two years since 
Car2Go launched its pilot program  
here with 350 tiny, easy-to-park Smart 
vehicles. Already 59,000 residents, or 
nine percent of the 640,050 population 
are members, said Tom Rasmussen, 
chairman of the City Council’s Trans-
portation Committee.
 City transportation director Scott 
Kubly said Car2Go vehicles in Seattle 
are driven an average six times a day, 
the most intense use in the country. 
However, user surveys show that 

Car2Go didn’t affect the number of 
miles members drove in their own cars, 
according to City Council staff.
 The city will increase the fee it 
charges companies by $400, to $1,730 
per car. That fee covers Seattle’s predict-
ed losses in parking-meter income, the 
value of parking spaces on residential 
side streets and an administrative cost. 
Revenue is predicted to be $3.4 million 
from 2,000 vehicles by 2016.
 One byproduct of growth is a lack 
of downtown parking slots to drop off 
even a tiny Car2Go vehicle, so users 
sometimes troll for space several blocks 
from their destinations. And it’s illegal 
to park those cars on any time-restricted 
roadside, including Seattle’s ubiquitous 
peak-time bus lanes. (The Seattle Times)

MINI Wins Dakar Rally
demanding route from Buenos Aires 
in Argentina via Iquique in Chile and 
Uyuni in Bolivia. From classic gravel 
rallying in Argentina and winding 
mountain roads through the Andes at 
altitudes of up to 4,500 meters in Bolivia 

to the extremely dry and hot Atacama 
Desert in Chile with its towering dunes 
and fine sand, the “Dakar” tested both 
man and machine to their limits. The 
drivers and co-drivers had to remain  
absolutely focused throughout the event.
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The BMW Welt has been a major attrac-
tion for the citizens of Munich, tourists 
and fans of BMW Group brands since it 
opened in 2007. The experience center 
has established itself not only as a desir-
able event venue and gourmet destina-
tion, but also as a popular delivery point 
for new BMW vehicles. Every year a 
growing number of customers from all 
over the world opt to collect their new 
BMW in Munich. In 2014, the BMW 
Welt set a new record of around 22,500 
vehicle-delivery customers. Delivery of 
the first of BMW’s new electric vehicles 
also got off to a successful start this 
year, with a total of 31 BMW i3s and 35 
BMW i8s presented to their new owners 
at the BMW Welt.
 “All BMW customers buying a new 
car have the option of collecting their 
vehicle at the BMW Welt—the heart of 
the brand. Many BMW customers and 
fans, often travelling from farther afield, 
take advantage of this opportunity 
to experience an unforgettable day,” 
explains Helmut Käs, head of BMW 
Welt. “The success of this service shows 
that we offer customers exactly what 
they want—a unique experience with an 
individual program for each customer.”

More Customers than Ever Collect Their New BMW in Person at BMW Welt
 Customers often travel long distances 
to visit the BMW Welt. Roughly 90 
percent of customers collecting their 
vehicle come from all over Germany. 
Many of them bring their families, col-
lect their new BMW from the BMW 
Welt and then drive straight to Italy  
or Austria for a holiday, before heading 
for home. One in ten customers makes 
the journey across the Atlantic from 
the US or Canada: In June of this year, 

a group of Canadians departed from 
Munich on a trip across Europe in their 
new BMW M3 Sedans and BMW M4 
Coupés. At the end of the trip, the cars 
were shipped back to their owners.
 Sports personalities also like to 
sample the BMW brand experience.  
The world’s fastest man, Usain Bolt,  
had his photo taken with the BMW M3 
in the BMW Welt delivery arena.






