





Driving a BMW
shouldn’t mean you

have to spend a
fortune on repair bills.

Judging from the repair bills you get from some BMW mechanics,
they must think you're made of money. You won't have that
problem at Strictly BMW. Our prices are reasonable— |

and our work is top-quality. \

With our ASE-certified Master Technicians, state-of-
the-art equipment, and computerized accessto all ~
factory service bulletins, we'll save you time and
money by making sure your repairs are

done right the first time. And with our @
extensive inventory of factory parts, we’ll

have you back on your wheels again before

you know it!

As a get-to know-you special, save 10% up to
$35.00 on all services, OR receive an Qil
Change for just $19.95 plus tax. Offer valid
through January 31, 1997, new

ly. We'll
provide fres shutie sencel  STRICTLY BMW
So call us today at 747-6044. Independent Service

2111 140th Ave. NE ) )
Bellevue, WA 98005 Over 2,000 BMW owners trust us with their keys.







Club Banquet

This is the final reminder for the
banquet before the early bird special
expires. If you wait until the next
Zundfolge is published, you will pay ten
dollars more per couple to get on the
BMW ACA banquet cruise. Just imagine
what ten dollars could buy you in the
auction. Depending on the bidding, you
might be able to get an M3 hat or you
never know, maybe even an M3!!

Generous donations are arriving with
reservations. Nancy Martin has already
donated a factory poster of a BMW
motorcycle — I tried to get the nicest red
1938 328 in existence, but to no avail.
Brian Horne has donated a classic picture
from the Monterey Historics of a
Motorsport M1 passing a motorsport
painted Isetta in the corkscrew at Laguna
Seca. Denis Nolan from Exeter Garage
has pledged a donation and will also be
attending the banquet. This brings up an
important idea which is, advertisers are
welcome and encouraged to attend the
banquet; a boat full of car nuts, talk about
a captive audience.

The date is Saturday, January 25,
1997. The location is the Spirit of Puget
Sound dinner cruise. The ship will be
open for boarding at 6:15 pm, and the
silent auction will begin at 6:30 and run
to 7:30 pm. The ship will cruise from
Pier 70 on Alaskan Way out into Elliott
Bay from 7:00 until 10:00 pm. After the
silent auction, we will have a verbal
auction and dinner. The dinner will
consist of Caesar salad, followed by a
buffet of:

Hand-Carved Top Round of Beef

Braised Northwest Salmon with Sour

Cream Dill Sauce

Sunset Chicken Saute

Chef's Pasta Selection

Seasonal Vegetables

Roasted Rosemary Potatoes

Freshly Baked Rolls
Choice of Dessert & Coffee

The food is very good, and each table
will be escorted through the buffet by a
staff member. Then when each table has
been served, anyone may go back up to
the buffet for an item they might have
missed the first time. When dessert is
finished there will be a slide show
highlighting the Monterey Historics.
When the lights come back up, the band
will play the remainder of the evening for
our dancing and listening. My wife,
Patrice, and I cruised on the Spirit of
Puget Sound just recently and had a
wonderful evening. The boat is large
enough, so you don't feel the motion of
the waves, and the view of Seattle is
fantastic. The club has decided to offer a
discount to members who make their
reservation early. If you reserve before
December 31, 1996, the cost is $35 per
person. After December 31, the cost is
$40 per person. To reserve a spot, please
send a check for the full amount to Hugh
Golden, 23610 51st Avenue S., Kent WA
98032. Any questions can either be
included with your check, or feel free to
call me at 859-5947. There is a free
public parking lot at the intersection of
Broad and Alaskan Way, approximately
100 yards from where the ship boards. Or
you can park on Pier 70 outside right
next to the ship, or inside for $6.

I am trying to focus on expanding the
size and diversity of goods and services
that we will auction off this year. Please
contact me if you have either an item or
service you would like to donate to the
auction. I will be donating a gift certifi-
cate to my restaurant, Gambardella's
Pasta Bella— I put up so I don't have to
shut up.

— Hugh Golden
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| BMW ACA ANNUAL BANQUET |
| REGISTRATION FORM |
| NAMES: |
I I
I I
I TOTAL REGISTERING - @ $35 (BEFORE 12/31/96) $ I
I TOTAL REGISTERING @ $40 (AFTER 1/1/97) $ |
| PLEASE PROVIDE A PHONE NUMBER IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT |
| You |
| MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO BMW ACA. MAIL CHECKS TO: |
| HUGH GOLDEN, 23610 51sT AVE. S., KENT, WA 98032 |
S |

Coming Events

This winter the club has an unusually
busy calendar of events. Here’s some
activities to look forward to:

Our annual banquet on January 25%
will be like none before. The location is
the Spirit of Puget Sound, which will be
cruising Puget Sound. We will have our
auction and dinner on the boat. But rather
than an after dinner speaker, we will have
a slide show of the festivities this past
August at the Monterey Historic Races.
The banquet is extremely reasonably
priced given the dinner, boat ride and
entertainment. Early registration, by
December 31%, is only $35 per person.

On February 22" the club has 30
tickets for the Seattle Thunderbirds
hockey game. Those that attended the
Tacoma Rainiers’ game last summer
enjoyed it so much, we decided to do
another sporting event. In the January
issue of Zundfolge we will have registra-
tion information.

On March 1* the club has been invited
to Redmond Motorsport for an exclusive
Open House. We’ll have more informa-
tion as this event gets closer. And later in
March, on either the 22" or 29", we’ll be
visiting Vintage Racing Motors. Our last
meeting at VRM was extremely popular,
so we’re going back. VRM supports
vintage racers by providing repair,
restoration and trackside services. It’s an
amazing place and you won’t want to
miss this meeting.

Turkey Rally

The Puget Sound BMW ACA had an
excellent turnout at the Alfa club's rally
on November 23rd. Of the 20 entrants,
about half sported the roundel.

The route took us from downtown
Bellevue to Issaquah. Along the three
hour drive there were three checkpoints.
With Hugh Golden driving and yours
truly navigating, we came in fourth
overall. We missed a turn a half block
from the last checkpoint that put us 20
minutes over time on the last leg.

Two of our club's track events coordi-
nators were at the rally, so let's hope that
events like this, might be included in the
club calendar in the future. Rallies are an
excellent way for the whole family to
enjoy their BMW.

— Ray Kirkland
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model. Will it hold its own against the
Boxster and SLK? With production
backlogged so severely that sedans are no
longer produced on a line designed for
both, should BMW really care? Look for
used 4-cyl. Z3s to start depreciating to
enthusiasts’ price points, undergoing
engine mods or transplants when they
change hands.

11-24-96 The annual garbling of “Stalls”
by the production staff is unleashed on an
expectant public.

11-25-96 Luddites who, for twenty
years, have claimed that airbags can and
will inflict severe or fatal injuries, are
acknowledged to be correct by the
Department of Transportation. The
installation of airbags was required by
federal government when it was found
that only a minority of the population
uses seatbelts. The auto industry and
governmental agencies, however, now
have too much invested in this boon-
doggle to publicly acknowledge that
airbags are neither cost-effective nor a
sensible alternative to properly designed
seat belts. Full employment for 1996 law
school graduates is now guaranteed.

12-02-96 A judge in Detroit refuses to
modify her ruling that Volkswagon A.G.
may be sued for racketeering over the
actions of Jose Ignacio Lopez. Mr.
Lopez, a former purchasing manager and
cost-cutter for GM, is alleged to have
taken crates of trade data with him when
he was hired away by VW. VW refused
GM’s requests for return of the data and
discharge of Lopez, and the German
courts granted no relief. Expect damages
in the U.S. action to be comfortably into
nine digits.

12-12-96 BMW quietly cancels plans to
produce its M3 pickup, citing its “inabil-
ity to source a satisfactory gun rack.”

12-26-96 Zundfolge editors publicly
apologize for fifteen years of smelling
pissteaks and dropped. (Not to mention
tolerance of our columnists.-ed.)

BMW ENTHUSIAST’'S

ESSENTIAL CATALOG

Thousands of BMW performance and styling
accessories, car care products and replace-
ment parts for tune-ups, restorations, and
performance upgrades. Knowledgeable
sales staff, huge inventory, same day ship-
ping, and our Best Price Guarantee. Call toll
free or visit our website at www.bavauto.com
to order your free catalog.

Fax. BOD-507-2002
ToLe FREE: BOO-535-2002

I BAVAF-!IAN |
autospor*t

275 CONSTITUTION AVE, POHTSMDUTH NH 03801

SANTA'S CHRISTMAS LIST

FOR RACEKRS

* SkidCar Holiday Safety Sale Reg. $195.00 NOW $160.00
* ProDrive Racing T-Shirts and Sweatshirts starting at $15.00
* Entertainment Packages for your offices or friends

* Racer SkidCar $395.00
* Holiday Gift Certificates

(503)285.4449

1997 Racing School Schedule due out soon!

Happy Holidays from

Pitarresi
ProDrive

Located at Portland International Raceway, Portland, Oregon
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break-in period. In the interim I had
the chance to drive the production
dealer demo—this time with a stick! I
have to admit that I still wasn't totally
convinced. The car seemed prone to
cowl shake and you could see the
body flex transmitted to the rear view
mirror and dash. The engine was
more lively, though, and the handling
was superb. The stock sound system
was less than adequate, but hey, this
would be of little concern in an open
car, right?

With the top down I could experi-
ence open air motoring. I had never
owned a convertible before, and it
was going to take some getting used
to. I started out riding a motorcycle,
so wind in the face was no problem.
It’s the idea of being exposed to the
world. Everyone can see exactly what
you're doing when the top is down.
And they are more prone to shout
questions at you too—as I would find
out. On Saturday, June 29, I took
delivery of the long awaited Z3 and
waved goodbye to the Carrera. It
rained on the car on the drive home
down I-5 with the top up.

Getting Acquainted

Now the pressure was on. Prove
the theory. Quiet the naysayers in the
press who characterized the car as
being underpowered. The first few
drives in the Z3 were easy paced back
road type meanderings. I promised
not to flog it until it was properly bro-
ken in. The early impressions were
very positive. The handling was still
superb. The gear box was incredibly
smooth—almost too smooth, shifting
without effort and very precise. I
almost felt I should be working harder
(Porsche training). The engine was
eager to rev up, and quieted any fears
from previous experiences. The four
wheel disc brakes performed well,
~ and the stock Michelin Pilot HX
225/50 16 tires were wonderful. With
the top down, cruising along country
roads, this would be a great car for
pleasure driving.

After the break-in period, I was
able to push the car closer to the lim-
its. Recent autocross training helped
evaluate the car’s potential. I found
that if you keep the revs up, and use
the gearbox generously, this car can
keep up with most anything. Will it
blow challengers away at stop lights
or on the straight? No. But that’s not
what driving should be about. The
corners hold the most potential for
fun, and that’s where this car lives.
There are some quirks—there is pre-
dictable understeer (the front wheels
tend to push out in a corner) but you
can swing the rear out with a lift or
light braking. The rear will hop a bit in
rough pavement when inducing over-
steer (rear end sliding out) but after a
few times and when you anticipate it
there’s no problem bringing it back.

The opportunity to drive the Z3
down to the Historics at Laguna Seca
provided a long trip ergonomics eval-
uation. Again the car surprised me. I
was expecting to pay some price for
being in a roadster on a long trip. The
ride was wonderful as we made our
way through central west Oregon to
the coast. The instruments are laid out
well, and the seats are comfortable on
a long trip. I found that even with the
cruise control on in top gear the
engine pulled over any hill that was
thrown at it. I succumbed to tempta-
tion in a few spots and executed high
speed passes—all legal of course. The
seating position is very good, and the
seats themselves are infinitely
adjustable. The tunnel is a bit close to
your right leg, but it’s not an intrusion.

At the historics I had the opportu-
nity to participate in the Concours
Italiano BMW corral. There were
about a dozen Z3s there, and most of
us were lined up together. I got the
chance to meet and talk with most of
the owners, as | happened to be the
first one in line. They were a diverse
bunch, not representing any particular
demographic. The conclusion I drew

Text continued on page 12

What The Press Has
Said About the 73

Road & Track Aug. *94

“Styling is modern and pleasant, rather
than extravagant. The as-yet-unnamed
roadster will have a shorted wheelbase
compared to the 3-Series sedans and
coupes. No doubt the small inline 6 will fit,
but it remains to be seen whether BMW
will take that step which would obviously
make the car front heavy.”

Road and Tracl’s cover showed a concept
rendering on the cover labeled BMW R}

Road & Track Jan. *96

“It’s a handsome car, Germanically muscu-
lar, and with some deeply sculptured
details that | enthusiastically applaud. With
your butt about | foot ahead of the rear
tires, every slip of the rear end is magni-
fied. But after awhile your brain seems to
rewire itself to the new geometry, and the
motions are recorded as fun, not fear. Does
the Z3 herald the return of the traditional
sports car, or is it the last stand against
alternative sporty methods of getting
around? The sports car market is in the
throes of reincarnation of the classic, sim-
ple roadster theme, the back-to-the-future
scenario BMW foresees. The Z3’s future
looks really good.”

Motor Trend Feb. ’'96

“The 1.9 liter engine, though adequate, is
hardly the stuff of legends. Expect fun (but
far from frantic) acceleration. Even the
rarely encountered cynic, given a bit of time
behind the wheel and the right road, likely
will warm to the 23. Once around the block
with the top down probably will suffice.”

Motor Trend’s cover labeled the Atlanta
Blue 73 as a *97.

Sports Car International Feb. 96

“While the Miata’s handling is a whole lot
of fun building up to fairly low limits, the
I3’s is fun, accurate and inspired on its way
to very high limits. BMW is offering a sim-
ple, basic sports car, and that’s something
a lot of people will line up to pay for. They
won'’t be disappointed.”

Sports Car International Oct. °96

“The Z3 is a 318 sedan with 10 inches cut
from the wheelbase and a distinctive con-
vertible body clapped on top. The jury is
still out on its styling. This is the ride of
choice for wealthy 40-somethings who want
to attract the right amount of attention,
but don’t care about the difference between
an apex and an Amex.”

This Z3 slam appeared in an open 2 seater
comparison of 5 cars. The Z3 placed 2nd,
behind a Panoz, and beating out a Miata,
Corvette, and Viper. The picture depicting
the placement order had the cars out of
the text sequence.
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Modifying our cars can take many
forms. For some it’s the quest for the very
elusive extra little G of cornering force or
some trick chip or cam to get that extra 5-
25 horsepower more than the next guy. In
the OLD days of carbs and cams it was a
ritual of manhood to see who was
running the biggest, baddest Webers or
who had the best cam . Emission laws
and tampering with the electronics on
later cars has changed the nature of the
modifications done to the later offerings
from BMW. In the OLD days the changes
to a head and cam were a lot of work and
was just as much work to undo.

Changing a “CHIP” can be done in
minutes and can be reversed almost as
fast. Even swapping airflow meters and
other FI mods are usually reversible
enough to get back to stock at testing
time. Suspension changes are a matter of
priority tradeoffs. For example, to get
more grip, ride quality may be sacrificed
Properly done with matched parts, many
a suspension upgrade can be very
pleasant and doesn’t get in the way come
emissions testing time. Many a “CHIP”
change will not affect the car’s ability to
pass the emission test . There is the
question of aftermarket “CHIPS” and
how your dealer will deal with warranty
claims, but on all but the newest
Motronics, switching back isn’t out of the
question.

For anyone thinking about where and
how to spend your money, give a LOT of
thought to how you want the car to end
up. There can be a world of difference in
how one would do a track only 2002 and
fudge the tradeoffs for the best handling
over ride quality. Someone else’s daily
driver 325, for example, may get a
suspension upgrade for firmer, more
controlled handling, but without a teeth
rattling ride quality. You spend your
money and take your chances, so to
speak.

Engine mods can be easy and hard
and aren’t without some penalty in
almost all cases. Older motors with carbs
and cams can be a real headache to keep
“emission-legal” .The ‘74 and older
standards are reachable with Webers and

echnik

edited by Greg Mierz

some cams, but the same motor in a *75-
76 can be a real handful. Cars with
“CHIPS” should be passable in good
tune.

Recently I was contacted by a person
new to Washington state, and who had to
get his *76 2002 inspected for Washing-
ton registration. His car flunked the test
BIG TIME with his built-up motor of
40DCOE:s and a Schrick 304 cam. Idle
was off-the-scale rich and cruise was rich
also. I took a look at his car and found a
poorly jetted (too rich), out of synch pair
of carbs with fouled spark plugs. With
some decent jetting and setup and clean
plugs it almost made it by. It was just
under on hydrocarbons and just couldn’t
quite get under the 3% CO as presently
setup. The cam’s “beauty” is its top end
rush. But this hurts the bottom end
emissions with valve overlap bleedover.
As anice aside, the motor’s performance
is much better now and the owner is just
“gassed” over it. It pulled much harder
and is cleaner all at the same time. Maybe
a small catalytic converter or another

jetting/timing adventure? 1l let you how
it turns out.

Just time and age will eventually mean
new shocks for most cars. Quality
replacements such as Bilsteins restore so
much of the feeling the car should have.
A small trick I recently learned while
giving a 325 new shocks was to make a
small piece of hard slim plastic to slip
over the tie-rod and ball joint boots to
protect them from the chance of getting
cut while using a pickle fork to separate
the joints from the strut. This worked out
well with no cuts and the joints popped
right out. I was always worried that the
boots might get damaged, but this plastic
protector may well be the ticket to
prevent such from happening. I’ll try to
get a picture out later so it can be copied.

See you again next month.

Greg Mierz
GregM2002@aol.com
editor MTechnic

8603 South 212th v Kent, WA

.
4
M e g u I a r s Mirror Glaze Professional Line
]
R e d I I n e Synthetic Lubricants & Additives
P I A A Professional Halogen Lamp Systems

Available along with other fine quality products & service from

Har-tan_
erformance

872-4559

Located just off the 212th exit on Hwy. 167

o 10% Discount to BMW Club Members <

Open 8to 7
Y- Sat 9to 4
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This month'’s special holiday cover photo was
made possible through the cooperation of a number
of people. First is our talented photographer, Brian
Horne, who shot lots of photos to get the one you see
on your Zundfolge. The next people to thank are Steve
and Annie Norman, the owners of BMW Seattle.
They lent us Annie’s red Z3 for the shoot. And the
guy in the red suit? That’s Santa Claus, of course,
who says, “T don’t need no stinking reindeer.” At
least he wouldn't if he had a Z3 that could fly.

& % 644-7770

9 «©

German Car
Specialists BMW
o —  « AUDI
ervice & Repair
o - MERCEDES
BENZ

15°% OFF PARTS
SERVICE & REPAIR

Cour tesy Your Best Alternative to the Dealer!
Shuttle
Service! Behind Factoria Cinemas, Bellevue

CAMPBELL/NELSON
AUTO WRECKING

Specializing in New and Used Parts for
w PORSCHE
BMN sAAB
ARLINGTON [l EDMONDS

(360) 403-9800 | |  (206) 771-4931
18021 59th Ave. NE | 205th & Aurora

|

|

|

Arlington, WA 98223 Edmonds, WA 98020
Across from Across from ‘
Arlington Airport Entrance Aurora Village Costco
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On Saturday, October 26 Peter Kanl,
Service Manager af Bellevue BMW
Service Department, hosted a drop-in
to celebrate Oktoberfest, As men-
tioned earlier, Peter with the assis-
tance of our local airlines, was able to
provide some special Bavarian-style
repast for everyone to sample. The
sausages were parficularly noteworthy
and flown in especially for the occa-
sion,

The Bavarian theme (cars, food,
music) was completed by a small
group utilizing the appropriate musical
instruments sans spoons. Oh well, we
have to leave some room for improve-
ment next time!

We had a great fime wandering
about, dodging the rain, filling up on
those sausages and talking about
BMWs. Some of us also talked with the
technicians about possible car repairs;
fortunately for me, the two repairs
needed for my car were covered by
warranty. Thanks to Peter and his staff,
a good time was had by all. Let's do
this again next year, Peter.

328 BOOK

The definitive book on the BMW
328, From Roadster to Legend,
has just become available in
English. The book is 328 pages,
hardcover and has many color
photos. The price is about $60. It’s
available through BMW dealers.
Ask for part number 01 090 035
250.

Motorsport Gets New Boss

BMW Motorsport, based near
McLaren in England, has a new man-
ager. It's Sigurd Quasbarth, 41, who has
been with BMW for 16 years. Quasbarth
previously was with the European
marketing group. (Roundel)

A Million Miles

A 1990 BMW 325i completed the world’s
first one million mile test. The test was
carried out at Mobile’s New Jersey Research
Center over four years. Al BMW service
intervals were observed. Mobile 1 engine oil
and Mobile Super Unleaded Plus gas were
used. At the end, most engine parts were still
within factory tolerances. Even the exhaust
emissions were within standard. (BMW Car)
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BMW Service Inspection I or. 11

Determined by the Service Interval indicator in your vehicle or at approximately 15,000-mile or 12-month intervals.
Ask your Service Advisor for details.

All operations recommended by BMW. A complete listing of operations for your vehicle can be found in your
Owner's Service Warranty information Manual—or ask your Service Advisor for a BMW Inspection II Service Mainte-
nance checklist.

15% OFF LABOR & PARTS

| |
| |
I |
| |
| L |
| This service includes: |
I |
I |
| |
| I

| I I
l : | 1 BMW Annual Body Inspection |
| Free Loaner Special | | |
To maintain your BMW 6-year rust perforation warranty.

| | y year rust p v

This coupon is good for a free loaner

I during all scheduled Inspection I, II, or other I I This service includes: I
| recommended maintenance services. | I I
| | | * Inspect the body and undercarriage |
| I |
| | l
| | |

Call your Service Advisor for details. * Clean and reapply undercoating as required.

(No charge with this coupon.)

I I
| Floor Mat |
E 0o0r ats $9995 :

I

Any model BMW through 1989.

13617 Northup Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98005
(206) 643-4544

(206) 643-1027 (Fax)

Service & Parts Department Hours:

8 am to 6 pm Monday - Friday, 9 am to 5 pm Saturday
We honor all BMW manufacturer's warranties...

Perfection in Detail regardless of where you purchased your vehicle.







