





Driving a BMW
shouldn’t mean you

have to spend a
fortune on repair bills.

Judging from the repair bills you get from some BMW mechanics,
they must think you’re made of money. You won’t have that
problem at Strictly BMW. Our prices are reasonable—
and our work is top-quality. \ ﬁ%’ )
With our ASE-certified Master Technicians, state-of- ™ J(/
the-art equipment, and computerized access to all ~
factory service bulletins, we’ll save you time and
money by making sure your repairs are

done right the first time. And with our

extensive inventory of factory parts, we’ll

have you back on your wheels again before

you know it!

As a get-to know-you special, save 10% up to
$35.00 on all services, OR receive an Oil
Change for just $19.95 plus tax. Offer valid
through January 31, 1996, new

e e shatte somiest  STRICTLY BMW
So call us today at 747-6044. |nde endent Serv'ce

2111 140th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98005 Over 2,000 BMW owners trust us with their keys.
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Annual BMW ACA
Banquet

Saturday, January 20th, 6:00 pm
The Harbor Club
801 Second Avenue
17th Floor Norton Building
Scattle, WA 98104
Make your reservations - NOW -
Don't miss this event... Our annual
banquet is set for Saturday evening,
January 20th, and will combine our
customary camaraderie with dinner, an
auction, dinner music and a distin-
guished guest speaker.

Agenda
No Host Bar / Silent Auction  6:00 pm
Live Auction 7:30 pm
Dinner 8:00 pm
Speaker/Program 9:00 pm

Early reservations are urged for this
event. The annual banquet is always a
popular and well attended social affair
and this year's special guest is Ross
Shafer. Our silent/live auctions, dinner
music performed by Diane Pearce and
the 25th Anniversary festivities should
make for a particularly interesting even-
ing for all of our members and guests.

The Harbor Club is a wonderful
setting for this event as all tables enjoy
spectacular views from Mt. Rainier to
Elliott Bay and the Olympics. Dining
there has been the experience of true
hospitality in downtown Seattle for more
than 35 years. Attended parking will be
available at no charge inside the Norton
Building thanks to our Club's gracious
Board. The Norton Garage is located on

building. Use the reservation form below
to ensure participation in one of the
year's highlight events. We plan to see
all of those people who have molded our
BMW Club over the past 25 years.

For those who have never attended a
club event, don't be shy. We're friendly.
And who couldn't have fun while
enjoying Ross Shafer. Ross has done
over 1200 corporate speaking engage-
ments. He's Seattle's top comic. Dress is
generally ties and jackets for the men
and dresses or nice pants for the ladies.

Before dinner, we'll have our usual
silent auction. I hope you don't spend all
your pennies for Xmas. We have had
some wonderful donations come in this
year for both the silent and live auctions
and bargains should abound for those
with sharp eyes, pencils and elbows. A
list of donations will be in the next
Zundfolge and new items are coming in
every day. Also, if any members have an
item or service they would like to donate
please contact me by January 15. This is
the final day I am able to make changes
to the banquet accommodations or
agenda.

Quite a night: silent/live auctions,
dinner music performed by club member
Diane Pearce on the concert piano in the
dining area, a stunning dinner at the
Harbor Club with guest speaker Ross
Shafer and our 25th Anniversary toast.

Well we've tried to think of every-
thing. The only thing left is for you to
attend and tell us what you think. This
interaction is the most important aspect
in maintaining our club's vitality and
high caliber. We hope to see all of you

All dinners are served with seasonal greens with Cabernet vinaigrette, potatoes or rice, fresh market vegetables,
coffee or tea and roll and butter. Dessert will be a surprise this year, you'll just have to come and see . . .

Make checks payable to BMW ACA. Mail reservations to:

Al Lancaster
29817 2nd Avenue SW

the 1st Avenue side of the Norton there. — Al Lancaster
:_ BANQUET RESERVATION |
| NAMES OF THOSE ATTENDING: |
I |
| I
I I
| I
| Contact phone: Home: Work: |
I Dinner Choices No. Cost I
| Steak $35.00 I
| Seafood $35.00 l
| TOTAL ENCLOSED $ |
I I
I I
I |
I I
I I

Federal Way, WA 98032

Instructor Clinic

Have you ever wanted to become
an instructor for our high perfor-
mance driving schools? If so, here's
your chance.

On January 12 and 13, we will be
holding a Driving Instructor Clinic.
On the 12th, Friday, we will hold a
ground school at a hotel in
Bremerton. The ground school will
feature several guest speakers.

On the 13th, Saturday, we will
spend the entire day at Bremerton
Raceway. There will be potential
instructors from several of the other
local car clubs participating in this
Clinic. The whole idea is to "teach
the teachers," so we will have a
large group of instructors to draw
on for schools.

To be eligible for the Clinic, you
must have significant prior track
driving experience, the desire to
teach others, and common sense,
especially related to safety issues.
The cost of the Clinic is $50, which
includes a very special instructor
shirt.

To register for the Clinic, call me
at 206-582-0803.

- Dan Alvis
Driving Directions
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Directions to the Harbor Club located in the
Norton Building: From Norhbound 1-5, exit at
Seneca St. Go downhill on Seneca. Turn left on
1st Avenue. Go three blocks south. From
Southbound I-5, exit at Columbia St. Go downhill
on Columbia. Turn right on 1st Avenue. The Norton
Building Garage is located on the east side of 1st
Ave. between Marion St. and Columbia St.
Parking is prepaid by the club. Just tell the
attendant you are with the BMW Club. Take the
elevator to the top floor.
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Stalls

By Thomas B. Nast

The First Annual Stalls Year
in Review, Again

01-24-95 Fiat S.p.A. announced that
Alfa Romeo would go the way of Yugo,
Peugeot, Citroen, Renault, MG, Triumph
and Lancia, to name but a few. Due to
heavy losses, Fiat is withdrawing its last
presence (except Ferrari) in the North
American market. "The company said it
could not justify the cost of adapting
future models to United States specifica-
tions," wrote Bloomberg Business News.
Rust in piece.

02-09-95 "After years of false starts,
false claims and false hopes, researchers
say they have finally produced the
hallmarks of Alzheimer's disease" in
mice, reports the New York Times. The
Op-Ed page expresses concern over
politicians introducing the responsible
gene into the public water supply prior
to the next general election.

02-14-95 Less than one week after the
Republican Congress indicates it intends
to emasculate the Fourth Amendment by
repealing the exclusionary rule, the New
York Times reports that the Bill of
Rights was written with disappearing ink
(I am not making this up). A $3.3M
machine is being used to document the
phenomenon, and the NIH has submitted
a grant application to do genetic testing
on the ink.

03-03-95 In an innovative move
intended to please motorists and ecolo-
gists alike, the failed Clinton administra-
tion proposes a national car maintenance
program (NCMP). Although short on
details, it is promised that motorists will
save costs and the entire nation's fleet
will be properly repaired by encouraging
Car Maintenance Organizations (CMOs).
A commission with a budget of $50,000
and an office next to Al Gore's is
established to develop the initiative.

05-01-95 The successful transplant of
pig's hearts into baboons is disclosed to
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a relieved populace in "The Simian
Times."

05-28-95 BMW Chairman Bernd
Pischetrieder put new meaning in "The
Joy of Driving" today by stacking up a
§1.1M McLaren F1.

05-31-95 Vice President Gore offers to
have Chairman Pischetrieder's F1
repaired at his demonstration CMO, and
it is flown to Maryland on an USAF C-
SA. It will be repaired and returned
within six weeks, according to Sheila
Postwhistle, the NCMP Committee's
Assistant Deputy Press Officer.

06-15-95 Vice President Gore suggests
some small user fees to pay for the
NCMP. "These are just a suggestion,
nothing is definite yet,” he tells a
reporter from "Mother Jones." A
skeptical Republican leadership points
out that the list is dead on arrival. "I
don't think the public will stand still for
annual fees for using stem valves and
fan belts," says Bob Dole. "But we'll just
have to see."

09-29-95 BMW introduces the long-
awaited R1100RT touring motorcycle.

10-15-95 Honda sues BMW for alleg-
edly stealing copyrighted design features
on the RI1100RT. According to the
complaint filed in U.S. District Court,
infringements include "the cladding of
every visible surface with painted
plastic" and "the appropriation of lunar
landing module design on a two-wheeled
land vehicle."

11-05-95 President Clinton nixes the
budget submitted by Congress, which
has refused to appropriate the $6.2M
requested to complete the repairs to
Chairman Pischetrieder's F1. "We
promised it to him, and we have to keep
our promises, no matter what it costs,"
he writes in his veto message.

11-07-95 It is disclosed that fetal pig

cells, when injected into the human
brain, can mitigate the effect of
Parkinson's disease. Whether this will
benefit the long-suffering baboon
population is not disclosed.

11-10-95 In March 1993, Hillary
Rodham Clinton's task force to overhaul
the health care system projected its
budget at under $100,000. Last year,
with most of its business complete, it
told Congress the cost was over
$211,000. Today, the General Account-
ing Office disclosed that the total cost of
the failed project was $13,800,000. The
telephone bill nearly equalled the
original budget.

11-17-95 The movie "Goldeneye" is
released, featuring a Z3 in a low-cut bra
and short side skirts. The Z3, along with
assorted aircraft and Ferraris, races
through the film unsuccessfully search-
ing for the plot.

11-18-95 BMW and its ad agency du
jour, Fallon McElligott, begin a cam-
paign to sell the Z3, which will not be
available until next year. The message is
that if you are looking for the "Golden-
eye" plot, you can find it at your BMW
dealer's showroom floor, real soon now.

12-11-95 Chairman Pischetrieder
reveals that a careful engineering
analysis of the McLaren he rolled
proved the cause of the accident to be an
amnesic mouse stuck in the throttle
system. "The mouse escaped from a
nearby research center. We are hopeful
that swine treatments will eliminate the
mouse condition in the future, but as an
extra measure of safety all BMW
production models will have mouse-
proof drive-by-wire systems," he
explained to "Zundfolge" at a wine-and-
cheese party. "I understand you have
some very geriatric rodents based in
Southern California, so this should be of
special benefit to you. By the way, when
do you think Gore will be finished
having my car fixed?"



12-31-95 A special aide to Sheila
Postwhistle, the NCMP Committee's
Assistant Deputy Press Officer, quietly
briefs the press that the CMO demon-
stration site has been converted to a pig
farm for genetic and transplant research.
When asked what has become of
Chairman Pischetrieder's F1, she
helpfully states, "I don't know. I'll have
to look into it. I think it's in the same
warehouse where the 'Goldeneye' plot it
stored.”

Sorry, BMW Seattle

Last month's BMW Seattle ad
featured three events of interest related
to the introduction of the Z3. The first
was a special showing of Goldeneye on
November 14th, three days before the
movie opened to the public. Unfortu-

PosTaL Buuenn 21675, 9-1-94, Paae 17

Member

Clay Hicklin

Burke & Gail deBriere
Bruce Porter

Philip & Mary Pascoe
Travis Fox

Erik Goldbeck

Michael Roberts

Barb & Dave Lefebure
John Mollman

Warren & Mary Razore
Gary Burris

John McCarthy

Jim & Lynn Sanchez
Tim & Rebecca Byland
Douglas Adams
Douglas & Jeanne Peterson
Mark Mikoleit

NEW MEMBERS

Referred By BMWs
'89 325i
'93 740i
BMW Seattle '95 540i
BMW NW '95 M3
Dan Alvis '70 1602
'91 M5
'90 325is
'88 M6
Internet '76 2002
Ty Moore '95 740iL
Comp Card '86 528e
Bimmers Only ‘86 735i
'88 M6
Comp Card '82 633CSi
Internet '84 318i
BMW Northwest '76 2002
Comp Card '89 325is

UNITED STATES

Statement of Own

PacE 18, B-1-84, 21875 PosTaL Buremw

Err=rrn

4o

Tt

W-2e-88~

nately, it was also about five days before
anyone got their Zundfolge. This was
due to a problem in printing the maga-

zine that caused us to be a full week late.

Our apologies to BMW Seattle and the
membership.

The second event in BMW Seattle's
ad was a special viewing of the Z3 on
December 12th. This changed, but it
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PARTS
SERVICE

823-1212

Gordon Kortlever
BMW Specialist
Pete Jackson
Service Consulrant

Ultimate Service for the
Ultimate Driving Machine
13635 N.E. 126th Place
Kirkland, WA 98034
Telephone (206) 823-1212

wasn't our fault! Due to the vagaries of
Z3 availability, the car that BMW
Seattle was supposed to have until the
14th, instead had to leave on December
10th. Hopefully, everyone in the greater
Seattle area received a special announce-
ment from BMW Seattle noting the
rescheduled event on December 6th.

— Zundfolge Editors
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Teus)  TIRES
& WHEELS
PRICE:

CENTER
Low Discount Prices.

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock
- Pirelli, Goodyear, Yokohama, Bridge-
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and
Cooper.
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales
people; FREE tire mounting using
European Tire Machines for Touchless
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are
hand torqued to manufacturer's specs.
== 12540 N.E. 124th Street
[";,’ﬂ Kirkland (Totem Lake)

WISA
= 8219200
— 13310 Bel-Red Road
Bellevue (Next to Olympic
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets)

641-7300

$1,008 instant credit plan O.A.C. with no money down.
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RTA... Light Rail . . . Toll Roads???
What's the Answer to Our Traffic Problem?

The answer is none of the above! Oh,
and you can leave out the HOV lanes
stuff too because that idea stinks! Yeah,
that's right. It stinks! The answer is the
loose nut behind the wheel. Without any
hesitation I can proclaim that Washing-
ton drivers, as a group, are the worst in
the country. Now before all you hot
shots and hot shoes out there get your
underwear in a bunch, let me elaborate
briefly. (Very briefly, I hope -ed.)

With four lanes of traffic going the
same direction everyday, day in and day
out, one would expect the average
human being to learn a few good habits
to make the experience just a little bit
better, not only for himself but for the
good of all who proceed beside him or
her. But noooo! Every morning the same
thing. You see a police car on the side of
the road, you are doing the speed limit
or less . . . the reaction . . . hit the brakes
fast!!! Soooo everyone else for 15 miles
behind you also must hit the brakes
because of the potential hazard. You see
a car or truck stopped on the side of the
road. . . Reaction . . . slow down to see if
you know the person . . . Soooo every-
one else behind you also must slow
down not because they want to see who
or what but because of the Domino
effect. Ten feet past the stopped car or
truck the traffic is moving great.

Yeah, how about you folks who cross
the Narrows bridge everyday? Is that not
the most stupid grind going? For those
of you who have not experienced the
event let me describe it for you. (Please
-ed.) It's any day of the week, you are
going to the western peninsula via Hwy.
16. You cruise through Tacoma and onto
Hwy. 16 and you grind down to about 15
MPH for about eight to ten miles until
you reach the very top of the Narrows
bridge. When lo and behold there is
nothing in front of you but open road. 1
ask you, is the problem not enough
lanes? . . . NOOOO! Is the problem the
speed limit? Noooo! The problem is
drivers whose education ended at about
30 minutes past the point they received
their driver's license. They don't know
that when they see a bridge the speed
limit does not change. They don't know
that it's bad to slow down on the freeway
for no really good reason. They don't
know that if you are doing the speed

By Dan Alvis

limit you don't have to slow down and
genuflect for a police car in the median.
Some don't even know what it means to
MERGE!

I may be out by myself on this
(probably -ed.) but consider Boston, and
the 128 loop. It is four and five lanes of
traffic that runs almost the same distance
that I-5 does from Everett to Olympia. It
pumps close to triple the volume of I-5
at an average speed of 62 mph. Some of
you only wish you could average 62
mph to work on any given weekday.
Let's take New York, or D.C., or Chi-
cago (take them, please -ed.) or any big
city you want and I will show you two
things that you don't find in the Puget
Sound traffic pattern.

1. People in those other cities use the
far left lane for PASSING.

2. People in those other cities know
how to MERGE in and out of traffic.

It's very simple really, the far right
lane is for merging on and off the
freeway. The next lane to the left is for
those who think they know where they
are but are cautious. The next lane is for
those who have a place to go and want
to get there as soon as possible. And the
far left lane is for those who want to
PASS! Are there any questions so far?
(I'm thinking -ed.)

When coming on to the freeway you
accelerate to the speed of the traffic that
is already there. You don't mosey on up
and make the oncoming traffic avoid
your slow pathetic car. When you want
to leave the freeway you signal your
intent, move to the right lane, and get on
to the off ramp, and THEN YOU USE

YOUR BRAKES!

NOTE: It is recommended that if you
are traveling in the left lane or the far
left lane your radio should be on ROCK
& ROLL. No phones, no faxes, no happy
meals. Is anybody getting this yet? (I'm
a little slow, I haven't had my latte' yet -
ed.)

I know what some of you are think-
ing: Dan, where can I learn all this stuff
and why doesn't our poor state govern-
ment realize the potential of a real driver
education package as an alternative to
RTA or LIGHT RAIL or HOV? (actu-
ally, I was thinking something else -ed.)
The answer is simple. You just have to
stop making excuses for missing the club
driving events and attend a drivers'
safety school that the BMW ACA has
become famous for. And as for the
government, I bet if I could convince
them that driver education was the
answer and that it would cost just a few
billion tax dollars they would be
interested. The unfortunate reality is that
it only costs $65 non-tax dollars and one
full day of your free time, therefore the
government would not be interested. (7
knew this had something to do with
failed President Clinton -ed.)

(Bartender - please adjust Dan's
medication -editor,)

(Members - we will be happy to print
differing viewpoints in the January issue
-editor.)

Parts & Service For
V.W. - MERCEDES TOYOTA -BMW

NISSAN - PORSCHE « HONDA « VOLVO - AUDI
and other Foreign Cars

« FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS
» STATE CERTIFIED EMISSION SPECIALIST

HRS MON-FRI 7-5

833- 81 61 OR 872-0085

=6 725 Auburn Way N. - Auburn
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This month I'd like to begin an
excellent FAQ response written by Sam
Chien-shin(Sam@cmd.com). It is going
to be a multi-part column due to its
length. The first part will deal will the
idle system overview for many mid 80’s
BMW models.

TechFAQ: The Idle Stabilization
System by Sam Chien-shin
(Sam@cmd.com)

1. Idle System Overview

In a conventional idle system, idle
speed is controlled by setting a baseline
throttle opening. The idle speed is
increased by increasing the throttle rest
opening, and decreased by decreasing
the throttle rest opening, usually via a
throttle-positioning set screw.

With the idle stabilization system, the
throttle is completely closed at idle;
instead, air gets into the engine via an
electronically controlled bypass system.
Air for the idle system is obtained via a
hose tap in the intake boot upstream
from the throttle, and fed into the engine
through a manifold tap next to the cold
start valve. The idle speed is controlled
by modulating the amount of air which
bypasses the throttle via an electroni-
cally controlled closed loop stabilization
circuit.

Engine input signals and feedback
allow more accurate control of idle
speed over changing ambient air
pressure, temperature, etc. (and hope-
fully, reduced emissions). Note that the
idle system gets its air downstream from
the air flow 1neter! The air is metered so
the DME knows about it!

The heart of the system is a small
brain box, called the idle control module
(ICM) (or idle control unit (ICU)),
which takes engine signals as inputs.
Although the ICM works in concert
with, and shares some inputs w/ the
Motronic (DME), there is no direct
electrical communication between the
two systems. The sole output of the
ICM is a control signal which modulates
a solenoid operated valve (the ldle
Control Valve (ICV)). The ICV in turn
adjusts the flow of bypass air through
the idle system. The DME responds to
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edited by Greg Mierz

the idle system via the air flow meter
and its effects on input signals, such as
engine RPM. From the above descrip-
tion, a common fallacy about the idle
system is instantly dispelled:

Fallacy #1: An idle system malfunc-
tion can mess up the mixture and destroy
the oxygen sensor or catalytic converter,
costing me mucho dinero.

Repudiation: Fallacy #1 arises from
the notion that somehow an idle system
malfunction can result in richening of
the mixture, thus resulting in destruc-
tion of the O2 sensor and cat. However,
all air through the idle system is
metered by the air flow meter. Also,
there are no electrical outputs passed
from the ICM to the DME. Therefore,
the idle control system can only affect
the idle mixture to the extent that
changing the idle speed can cause the
DME to vary the mixture.

Salient Points: Experimentation with
the idle system won’t destroy your car in
some unknown way. The only way you
can directly change the idle mixture via
the idle system is to introduce a vacuum
leak (which results in leaning of the
mixture). The only thing that can cause
a rich mixture is a malfunctioning
DME.

The ICV control signal appears to be
PWM (pulse-width modulation), mean-
ing that the ICM varies the duty cycle
instead of the voltage to change the
valve opening.

2. ICV Overview

The ICV is a dark plastic or silver-
colored metal cylinder 3.5" long and
1.5" in diameter mounted on top of a
two-legged support bolted to the valve
cover near the firewall. An intake hose
gets air from a tap on the side of the
intake boot between the air filter and the
throttle (the intake fitting is directly
opposite the electrical connector). The
output is at a right angle to the intake,
and feeds to a short 2" hose, which in
turn feeds into the intake manifold next
to the cold start valve. A black plastic
two-pin connector feeds control current
to the solenoid-operated valve flap with
the ICV.

When there is no current, the valve is
completely open. Increasing the current
decreases the opening. The solenoid
valve in the ICV does not entirely con-
trol the air flow though it; an adjustable
bypass system within the ICV allows air
to flow through it even when the sole-
noid valve is completely closed
(hmm...a bypass system within a bypass
system!). When the adjustment screw
on the side of the ICV is turned all the
way clockwise, no air bypasses the
solenoid valve; turning it counterclock-
wise increases the bypass air flow. The
adjustment screw is analogous to the
throttle position screw in a conventional
idle system. Opening it up is like
cracking open the throttle.

Bentley describes adjustment of the
ICV screw as “adjusting the ICV
current.” In reality, the adjustment
screw only indirectly affects the control
current to the ICV because the ICM
reacts to the RPM fluctuation caused by
the change in idle air. When you open
the screw, it lets more air bypass the
valve, increasing the idle speed; the
ICM responds by increasing the duty
cycle (current) to decrease the ICV
opening. Bentley also says that adjusting
the screw isn’t supposed to affect the
idle speed. I haven’t found this to be the
case (even when borrowing my friend’s
working ICM and ICV), so don’t be too
alarmed by it.

ICM Overview

The ICM is made by VDO. Itisa
2"x2" box located above the glove box,
to the left of the Motronic unit. To
access the ICM, open the glove box and
remove the black plastic upper cover
(two phillips screws facing you at the
junction of the dash and the cover; two
black plastic retainers, in the back -
rotate and remove). The big box w/ the
large connector is the DME. There are
different colors of ICM: solid black,
black with a green stripe, and solid
green. Black is the oldest. The solid
green one it is the latest update (the one
you want). The ICM is held in by a
single bolt, and a 2x6 12-pin connector
is connected to it. The pin numbers are
clearly marked on both the ICM and the
connector:

1) ICV (output)

2) Power supply

3) RPM sensor

4) Ground

5) ICV (output)

6) Coolant temperature switch

7) Automatic transmission range switch
8) N.C.















BMW Copes with Rover

According to many BMW chiefs, Rover has
been living in clover since the day the takeover
papers were signed. The British satellite was
encouraged to retain its managerial indepen-
dence, make its own product decisions and to
tap the BMW think-tank at will. Whenever
Rover asked for money, it would likely get it.

It took the Germans almost a year to realize
they received little in return. The team from
Munich was prepared to accept a decling in
Rover passenger car sales (though they didn't
expect the fall to be so steep). They also found
it difficult to adjust to the English corporate
culture.

'When you call someone at Rover, they're
initially very friendly and forthcoming,' explains a
liaison officer from BMW's R&D department. 'All
sorts of promises will be made, but then nothing
happens, and very few agreements are met
within the given timeframe.'

Now that BMW number two Wolfgang
Reitzle is in charge at Rover, as chairman, the
integration process will get a second chance.
Reitzle is not an impatient man, but it isn't all
that difficult to make him angry, either. One of
the projects that doesn't go down well in Munich
is Land Rover's P38B, which denotes the new
BMW-engined V8 and V12 derivatives of an
improved new Range Rover.

Although BMW s willing to provide a
selection of modern V8 and V12 engines

modified to meet the needs of the 4wd market,
Solihull is boycotting the deal. The Brits reckon
their own V8 can still be greatly improved and
that there is no need for a heart transplant.
Another sticky area concerns the replacement
for the Rover 800. Shortly after the takeover,
Rover told BMW that this was its top priority
project, that the new car should be based on the
|atest state-of-the-art 5-series platform and that
the asking price of the Rover 828i must be
about 15 percent below that of a comparably
equipped 528i.

Wolfgang Reitzle was not amused: 'Why
bring forward a low-volume model which is
basically written off in the books and which sells
in small but steady numbers?' he snarled.
'Rover needs to sort out its bread-and-butter
products first. And we certainly won't let it
replace the 800 with a cheaper badge-engi-
neered 5-series.’

As a result, the engineers from Gaydon are
now working on plan B, which is a fwd 800
derived from the same (if modified) components
that will spark the next 600, 400 and 200.
Regular readers will know that these compo-
nents were originally developed in Munich.
Codenamed E48/49, it was scheduled to
become the fwd 3-series replacement - but that
was before BMW bought Rover.

Asked what he admires most about his UK
partner, Reitzle answers like a shot: 'lt has an
extremely talented and creative team. What

Rover can do with very little funding never
ceases to amaze me.' BMW intends to support
this brainforce, and will do so even if it means
taking work away from its own people.

Point in case: the next-generation four-
cylinder engine. 'Both marques will continue to
need four-cylinder engines for a long time,'
recognizes Helmut Panke, who runs BMW of
North America and is tipped to join the board of
directors before long. ‘Instead of conceiving two
rival powerplants, we should streamline
resources in a Centre of Competence to get the
best of both worlds.'

Although this COC is to be staffed in equal
parts with engineers from BMW and Rover, the
British affiliate will be responsible for the new
four-cylinder project.

The third ace Rover has up its sleeve is a
brand-new engine factory. Despite a recent
capacity increase at the Steyr plant in Austria,
the BMW group is facing a powerplant
shortage. Why? Because production output is
scheduled to climb, and because the antiquated
engine shop in Munich is likely to close early in
the new century. Comments BMW boss Bernd
Pischetsrieder; 'Germany will always remain
our core production base. But when it comes to
choosing a greenfield site, you cannot ignore
the cost advantage offered by other countries.
In Germany, one man-hour is twice as costly as
inthe UK." (Car)
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(206) 746-7141

Rental and loaner car and free
towing in greater Seattle on
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the job is done right the first time.
» Wash and vacuum always included.
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