





We know

your BMW
inside and out.

We should. Because, at Strictly BMW, fixing BMWs is all we do.

BMWs are sophisticated cars, and it takes specialized knowledge
to repair them properly. Our technicians have that
knowledge. They're all ASE-certified at the Master VR

: {
level, and they’ve been working on BMWs for years. ™ ¢ ﬂ _
J

-~

Our expertise, together with our state-of-the-art
equipment and computerized access to all factory
service bulletins, means that we do repairs
right the first time. And, because we main-
tain an extensive inventory of factory parts,
we can often get you in and out the same day.

As a get-to know-you special, save 10% up to
$35.00 on all services, OR receive an Oil
Change for just $19.95 plus tax. Offer valid
through December 31, 1995, new

provse es shutle sonicel STRICTLY BMW
So call us today at 747-6044. |ndependent Serv'ce

2111 140th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98005  Over 2,000 BMW owners trust us with their keys.
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Deadline for the December Zundfolge.

General Meeting at Bellevue BMW. See the
fabulous Z3 roadster and meet the new manage-
ment.

Board Meeting hosted by the Lancasters.

Open House at BMW Seattle to view the BMW
Z3; 5-8 pm.

Annual Banquet and Auction. See the article
on page 3 for all the particulars.

events are partially supported by a generous

grant from BMW of North America, Inc.









appear at a dealer near you is the Audi
A8, an all-aluminum car (aluminum
shell over aluminum spaceframe) with a
4.2 aluminum V-8 and a $65K price tag.
Performance is merely adequate for the
class; 0-60 in 7.1 seconds and a top
speed of 155 mph. Aluminum is a good
material for cars, except if they crash,
need painting, or drive on salty roads.
Alfa brought in a few aluminum cars in
the ’60s, and the Honda NSX is a more
recent example; neither was particularly
successful in the salesroom. The Audi is
simply bombing in Europe, and since
reputation, price and the cost of insur-
ance will further conspire against it here,
it would be safe to buy a coffin for it
even before it is delivered.

The next BMW S5-series, on the other
hand, uses a steel bodyshell but an
aluminum suspension and aluminum
engine. This is our Bavarian Piaggio.
Although larger than its predecessor, it
gains no weight. In terms of rigidity,
crashworthiness, repairability and
affordability, it will easily outstrip the
Audi. Although I have not seen perfor-
mance figures, expect it to equal or
exceed the Audi. Being evolutionary, it
will sell well and present fewer service
and reliability headaches. It is a smart
car, advancing engineering as necessary
and not for its own sake.

The idiot award goes to General
Motors, of course. Combining a steel
spaceframe with a composite body using
a unique production process, it achieved
the grossly overweight Fiero. And about
when its engineers crammed a big
enough engine into it and tamed its
handling, management decided to kill it.
In so doing, management threw away the
production technology and hard-won
improved reputation the Fiero gained,
without ever addressing the underlying
failure of misapplied materials.

It can be hard resisting the temptation
to pioneer bleeding-edge technology, but
I am proud that BMW has done so in its
use of materials. All BMW or us would
have is very expensive bragging rights,
with nothing practical to show for them.
Remember, you can always spot a
pioneer by the arrows in his side.

Race for Food Update

After two of the three races scheduled
for BMW ACA's charity event, the 325is
driven by club members Gary Parr, Dan
Alvis, and Mike Helton has amassed 429
laps — 237 completed at Portland and
192 at Seattle — finishing second and
fourth in class respectively.

The final race of the series, a four-
hour enduro, will be held at Scars Point
in Sonoma, CA on November 11th. The

teamn's best estimate is the accrual of 115
more laps for a total just shy of 550 in
the three race series.

It is still possible to add your support
by pledging lap money or a fixed
amount. Remember, every penny goes to
NORTHWEST HARVEST. With your
help we hope to donate $2000 - $3000 to
help others.

— Mary Lee Helton

r----—------—--------_----

YES! | will help the BMW ACA "Race for Food".

I
I A ipledge per lap for each lap completed during the three Enduros.
|
I B. | prefer to donate a fixed amount of $ without regard to the
I number of laps completed.
] ! understand that all of the amount contributed will be given to the charity desig-
i nated by BMW ACA Puget Sound Chapter.
I Pleose print:
print:
| Name
: Address
| City State
: Phone
|

Send to: BMW ACA Charity Event, c/o Roger Wales
2515 140th Pl. S.E., Mill Creek, WA 98012

L----—-------——-----------
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BMW

PARTS
SERVICE

823-1212

Gordon Kortlever
BMW Specialist
Pete Jackson
Service Consultant

Ultimate Service for the
Ultimate Driving Machine
13635 N.E. 126th Place
Kirkland, WA 98034

Telephone (206) 823-1212

1;{\‘,; TIRES
@8 g WHEELS

PRICE:

Low Discount Prices.

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock
- Pirelli, Goodyear, Yokohama, Bridge-
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and
Cooper.
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales
people; FREE tire mounting using
European Tire Machines for Touchless
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are
hand torqued to manufacturer’s specs.
=== 12540 N.E. 124th Street
[Ta=l Kirkland (Totem Lake)

VISA
== 8219200
— 13310 Bel-Red Road
Bellevue (Next to Olympic
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets)

641-7300

$1,000 instant credit plan O.A.C. with no money down.

c,.c..a‘}mrommc:
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BMW Announces Price for

New Z3 Roadster

BMW of North America, Inc.
announced that the all-new BMW Z3
roadster will have a base price of
$28,750.

Though the car is not scheduled to go
on sale until late during the first quarter
of '96, because of consumer demand for
more information on the roadster the
company is announcing the base price
early.

"Our dealers have been inundated
with people wanting to learn more about
the Z3 roadster, and in some instances
wanting to put money down on the car,"
commented Vic Doolan, president,
BMW of North America, Inc. "Never in
my more than 30 years in the car
business have I seen such enthusiasm for
a new model introduction.”

To date the company has received
more than 2,700 deposits on the sports
car — more than four months before the
first model is scheduled to go on sale.

Enthusiasm for the car has been
heightened recently through promotions
for the James Bond film, GoldenEye,
which stars Pierce Brosnan and features
the new roadster. GoldenEye debuted in
theaters nationwide on November 17. In
addition to the film, Neiman Marcus
offered 100 special "James Bond BMW
Z3 roadsters" in their Christmas cata-
logue — which sold out in hours. Never
in the 80 year history of the catalogue
has Neiman Marcus received such a
strong response to a product.

BMW has also received inquiries
from more than 5,000 additional
customers that called too late on the
special Neiman Marcus car.

Powered by a 16-valve, twin-cam, 1.9
liter engine mated to either a 5-speed
manual or 4-speed automatic transmis-
sion, the Z3 roadster is being built
exclusively at BMW Manufacturing
Corp. — the company's newest, and
highly flexible, manufacturing facility
based in Spartanburg, South Carolina.

"By manufacturing the car exclu-
sively in the U.S. we're able to offer
customers something quite unique:
custom-built, personalized roadsters,"
stated Doolan. "Every dealer has the
ability to custom order a roadster for
each individual customer." The new
sports car, which is the first BMW ever
to be built exclusively outside of
Germany, will be exported to all of the
company's world markets.

— BMW NA Press Release
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NEW MEMBERS

Referred By BMWs
Starke Shelby '94 530i

Member
Reza & Faranak Jaberi

Henry Hardnett Dan Alvis 74 2002
Fraser & Barbara Ross Comp Card '76 2002
Michael Catt '83 733i
Drake & Susanne Pruitt
Daniel & Betty Siou Chris Lange '93 325is
‘95 318is
C.R. Sturge BMW Seattle '83 633
Ted Hase '95 M3
Arne Vemo
Mark & Susan Beers Margo Easton '86 528e
Dave Beckwith '91 318is
Brian Wendorf Alex Richter '72 2002
Skip Foss '95 318ti
Imre & Suzanne Nagy, Jr. Ted Rodgers '88 M3
Robert Wilkus Zundfolge ‘85 535i
Peter Andersen ‘90 M3
Nancy Souriall '95 325is
Rich Andrews

S, PLUS, INCORPORATED

 GARAGE]

SERVICESF? C ENTER

Auto Detailing
Meticulous Care for The Owner Who Expects It!

Showroom Quality Results - We Protect Your Investments
Only The Finest Products — Meguiar’s
10% Discount on Meguiar'’s Products for Club Members

Pick-Up & Delivery

622-9800

Member of Professional
Detailing Associaiton

Downtown next to Freeway Park
7th Ave. (Hubbell P1.) & Seneca

]
M e g u I a r s Mirror Glaze Professional Line
.
R e d I I n e Synthetic Lubricants & Additives
P I A A Professional Halogen Lamp Systems

Available along with other fine quality products & service from

orton e
= Per' formance

872-4559

8603 South 212th v Kent, WA
Located just off the 212th exit on Hwy. 167

Open 8 to 7
o Sat 9to 4

we 10% Discount to BMW Club Members <

























Here is part two of Steven Bernstein's
FAQ file on E28 brakes and suspension.
Part one ran last month.

9. Why buy stock?

I consider this to be fact; others say
it’s subjective, so standard disclaimers
apply. First, with the Club discount, the
price can’t be beat. If anyone finds a
comparable set of pads/rotors that beats
the factory prices, I'd like to hear about
it (local ADAP parts need not apply).
Second, all parts (except bulbs and brake
pads) come with a 12-month, 'unlimited'
mileage warranty. As long as you have a
valid receipt from a dealer, they will
allow you to replace warped rotors - for
those do-it-yourselfers, the only cost is
your time to do the labor. I would check
with the dealer, at the time of purchase,
what procedure they use to replace
rotors under warranty. Some dealers will
replace them for you even if you didn’t
buy them there, but this is rare, so don’t
count on it. One year I went through four
sets of rotors until I isolated the worn
suspension part that was causing the
problem (see previous question). I have
not been able to locate the Jurid brand
pads from anyone other than the dealer.
Also, see the next question for a discus-
sion of stock vs. aftermarket rotors.

10. C’mon, what’s the difference
between the stock rotors and the
same rotors from an aftermarket?
Well, aside from the warranty, which
is REALLY important to me, the stock
rotors are spin-balanced at BMW after
the OEM manufacturer (Brembo, Ate,
Balo, etc.) ships them to BMW. Some
manufacturers claim to spin balance
their rotors, but they may use less relia-
ble clip-on or glue-on weights, whereas
BMW shaves metal off the rotor to
achieve the proper balance. My experi-
ence is that from a reputable BMW
dealer with an aggressive parts depart-
ment, you can buy rotors CHEAPER
from the factory. The aftermarket
suppliers have been, in EVERY case,
MORE expensive (to my surprise as
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edited by Greg Mierz

well), and there is rarely a warranty with
their products.

11. Ok, now I’'m replacing suspension
parts. Do polyurethane bushings help?

Not really, unless you are planning to
modify the springs, struts, and sway bars.
Some people have claimed to use the
750iL bushings successfully, but my
feeling is that the car, in its stock form,
wasn’t designed to run with these, and
these stiffer bushings will put more
stresses on the rest of the suspension,
which were not designed to work with
them.

Needless to say, any new bushings
WILL help, if your existing ones are
worn. The stock bushings are very cheap
- the labor is difficult, unless you can
remove the ball joint without damaging
it, and have a workbench to carefully
press out the old bushings and press in
the new.

12. Ok, I’m using the stock pads and
I’m happy. But the stock pads
generate a lot of brake dust. CanI use
dust shields?

General consensus has been that dust
shields are the WORST thing you can
do for the health of your suspension.
While they do appear to keep the dust off
of the wheels, some people have claimed
that the heat from braking isn’t dissipated
properly, and some have empirical data of
amazingly fast rotor warpage with their
use. A good wheel cleaner is the best
solution. I happen to prefer P218S, due to
its overall excellent design and environ-
mental-friendliness (it won’t kill your cat,
it won’t ruin your glasses, it won’t
destroy your brakes). Admittedly, it
requires a bit of elbow-grease. But the
results speak for themselves. There has
been some speculation about the negative
side effects of Armor All’s QuickSilver
wheel cleaner, but I don’t know much
about that, except to say that anything
corrosive should not be sprayed near any
brake components. Period.

13. What about cross-drilled rotors?

If you’re doing driving schools
monthly, you’re probably in a different
realm of brake pad/rotor/fluid than most
of us. You’re probably using Cool
Carbon pads, and maybe even racing
brake fluid. In this case, cross-drilled
rotors probably make sense for you for
adequate cooling and to prevent brake
fade. You might even go with air ducts
that provide extra cooling to the brakes.
But if you're not pushing the envelope
with this type of driving, cross-drilled
rotors are a waste of money. Better
spend it on some driving school to learn
how to drive.

14. Speaking of driving habits, can my
driving habits cause my brakes
to warp?

This is a tough question, because I
have some firm opinions here, which
all may not agree with. I don’t believe in
automatic transmissions, because I
believe they relinquish too much car
control to mechanisms that don’t have
eyes. I feel that with automatics, one
must use the brakes much more often
since they have less control over the
drivetrain. Some people claim that brak-
ing with the engine (ie. downshifting) is
wrong because brakes are cheaper to
replace than a clutch, Well, I got 220k
out of my first clutch, and I downshift
ALL the time. I'd much rather replace a
clutch than play detective with my front
suspension. Determining worn suspension
parts can be an expensive, frustrating,
iterative process.

I guess my real point is that you
shouldn’t ride the brakes. You should
be aware of your driving so that you don’t
use the brakes until you need to. That
may sound simplistic, but if you think
about it, and practice it while you drive,
you can drive smoothly and preserve your
brakes for when you actually need them.
Short, firm braking, combined with
downshifting, allows far more cooling
than riding the brakes for a hundred
meters before a stoplight, toll-booth, etc.
Your brakes need the time/air to cool. I
also don’t sit with my foot firmly on the
floor at a stoplight, pressing the pads
against hot rotors, but this probably isn’t
an option on an automatic.

15. Can I do driving schools with an
E28, or will it warp my brakes?

The answer to this is completely
subjective. My answer would be yes, but
to be fair, the stresses on your car during
a school are quite high, so you shouldn’t
complain when things break. Schools do





















BMW ACA New Car Rebate Program

BMW of North America has generously provided a special rebate program to
BMW ACA members who have been club members for at least one year. The re-
bates are based on the purchase of selected new BMW models. See below for

details.

Thanks BMW NA for this super deal!

Special Purchase Program
Price List

As a member of the BMW ACA, you
are eligible to receive the following
allowance on your purchase or lease
of a new BMW automobile or motor-
cycle. After purchase through an
authorized BMW dealer, please
submit your proof of purchase and
Special Purchase Allowance Check
Request Form to BMW ACA, P.O.
Box 1259, Bellevue, WA 98009. The
club will verify your eligibility and then
forward the information to BMW NA.

Allowances:
Automobiles
8-Series* $3000
7-Series (all)  $2000
5-Series (all)  $1500
3-Series
325i/is/iC $1000
318i/is/iC $ 500
Motorcycles
K 1100 Series $1000
K 100 Series  $1000
R 1100 Series $1000
K 75 Series $ 500
R 100 Series $ 500
BMW ACA
Puget Sound Region

o

Eligibility

Individuals who have been members
of the BMW ACA for a minimum of
one (1) year are eligible to receive a
special allowance on their purchase
or lease of a new BMW automobile or
motorcycle.

Financing

Financing will be available through
BMW Financial Services. Approval for
financing is based on the credit
worthiness of the applicant. Incentive
lease and retail programs can be
used in conjunction with your pur-
chase price negotiated with the
dealer.

Procedures

You deal directly with the dealer of
your choice. After negotiating the best
deal you can with the dealer, submit
proof of purchase to BMW of North
America, Inc. with the Special Pur-
chase Allowance Check Request.
Once approved, the allowance check
comes to you directly from BMW of
North America, Inc., not the dealer.
Your BMW dealer, however, will
handle all ordering, financing and
delivery.

Terms and Conditions
Program is subject to cancellation.

Program is effective through
December 31, 1995.

Ir_SpeciaI Purchase Allowance

I Check Request

| BMwW AuTOMOBILE CLUB OF
| AMERICA, INC.
| Puget Sound Region

| Member Name:

I
I
| Address:
I

| Phone Number: ( )

| BMW ACA Membership
| #.

I
I BMW Dealership:

Dealer Address:

Model:

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN):

Allowance:

Finance Contract #:

Please attach proof of purchase to
this request form.

Office Use Only

Authorized Signature:

BMW Department Manager

Account/Cost Center:







