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Hit's not 
broken, we 
won't fix it. 

We're not the kind of BMW repair shop that seems to find a major 
problem with your car every time you bring it in for an oil change. 
If your BMW needs only a minor adjustment to solve a 1 

problem, we'll tell you. Because we focus on building ' ,.~' ,, 
long-term relationships with our customers. ' · {;) p 
But if your BMW does need fixing , our ASE-certified- :J 

Master Technicians have the expertise to quickly 
get to the root of the problem. With our state-of-
the-art equipment and computerized ~ 
access to all factory service bulletins, we'll 
make sure your repairs are done right the first time. 

As a get-to-know-you special, save 10% up to 
$35.00 on all services, OR receive an Oil 
Change for just $19.95 plus tax. Offer valid 
through June 30, 1997, new 
customers only. We'll even 
provide free shuttle service! 
So call us today at 747-6044. 
2111 140th Ave. NE 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

STRICTLY BMW 
Independent Servic~ 

Over 2,000 BMW owners trust us with their keys 
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Deadline for the June Ziindfolge. 

Vashon Island Tour. A beautiful driving tour of 
Vashon and Maury Islands, and a visit to Seattle's 
Best Coffee. 

Board Meeting hosted by Al and Bea Lancaster. 

Lapping Day at SIR. Full track driving at 
awesome Seattle International Raceway. 

Detail Session at Exeter Garage 
Meet at Exeter in Seattle at 9:00am. 

Pacific Northwest Histories at SIR. Club corral, 
but you must register in advance this year. 

Concours d'Elegance at the Mercer Island Lid 
Park. Our biggest and best event of the year. 
Plan on it. 

BMW ACA events are partially supported by a 
generous grant from BMW of North America, Inc. 



Vashon Island Tour 
To Seattle's Best Coffee 

The pre-runs have been completed, 
and the tour is ready to roll. This promises 
to be an interesting and scenic drive to 
parts of Vashon and Maury that most peo
ple don't see. If the weather is nice, we' ll 
get to see some spectacular island/Sound 
scenery. Even if the weather is not per
fect, it's a very entertaining drive with bits 
of history mixed in and a great destination 
at the finish. 

Our route will take us to Vashon and 
Maury Islands via the ferry from Pt. 
Defiance in Tacoma. Our destination is 
Seattle's Best Coffee, whose location on 
Vashon boasts a roasterie, a coffee muse
um, a retail gift shop, and a coffee tasting 
room. In addition to this we will be given a 
special personal tour by Master Roaster 
Peter Larsen. SBC also has picnic tables 
behind the building where we can eat lunch. 

The tour will take us from the south 
end of Vashon around Quartermaster 
Harbor to Maury Island where we'll stop 
at the Point Robinson Light Station for a 
self guided tour. From there it's back to 
Vashon via some twisty back streets to 
explore the varied terrain and Sound vistas. 

We'll arrive at SBC around 1:30, and 
then you'll be on your own for lunch. The 
best bet is to bring a lunch, but the town of 
Vashon is minutes away with grocery stores 
and restaurants (but no major fast food). 

After lunch we'll tour the SBC facility 
and then it's every BMW for themselves. 
You can catch the Fauntleroy Ferry off 
the north end of the island, or return the 
way we came. Once you're on the island, 
you've paid for the return via either ferry. 

The ferries leave roughly every 40 
minutes form Vashon, and every hour 
from Tahlequah. Even though this will be 
a relaxed tour, please be prompt for start 
times as the ferries don 't wait for BMWs. 

We'll meet at the Park and Ride lot at 
the 272nd exit off ofl-5 (exit 147-see 
map) at 9:00am. From there we'll take a 
special route to Pt Defiance. For those 
who would rather meet at the ferry land
ing, we will stage in the large parking lot 
at the top of the hill before you pass the 
ticket booth at 9:45. 

To get to the ferry take Hwy. 16 to 
Bremerton from I-5 (exit 132). Go past 
Cheney Stadium and take the 6th Ave exit. 
Take a left and then a right following the 
ferry signs to put you north on Hwy. 163 

(Pearl St.) . Follow 163 about six miles 
through Ruston until you see the entrance 
to the Park. The ferry lanes and parking 
lot are on the right. The toll for passage is 
$9.95 for driver and car, and $2.30 per 
passenger-this includes the return fare. 

So that we can give SBC advance 
notice, please call and let us know that 
you will be coming along. We will be 
using CBs to keep track of things, so if 
you have one bring it along (cell phones 
too). 

This will be a great opportunity to par
ticipate in a club activity at low speed, 
and get to know your fellow members. , 
We want to see some of those new Z3s 
out with the top down too-I'll have my 
Atlanta Blue version leading the way! 

-Brian Horne 

TO FEDERAL WAY 
5 South 272nd 

/ exit#147 

l 72NoS1 N~ 

TO SEATILE 

Vashon/Maury Tour Info 
Date: May 24, Saturday 

Time: 9:00am meet at 272nd Park & Ride 
Lot, exit 147 off of 1-5 between 
Midway and Federal Way. or ... 
9:45am meet the tour at the 
Pt Defiance parking lot 
(before ticket booth). 

Iring: $9.95 for driver and car, $2.30 for 
each passenger, lunch. 

Please call Brian al 206 850-3047 so we 
can give a head count to SBC, or if you have 

any questions or would like to help. 

Detailing Session at Exeter Garage 
Spring and summer have arrived! 

This means when you clean your BMW, it 
will actually stay clean for a while. 

The best detailing shop in Seattle, 
Exeter Garage, has invited our club to a 
detailing session at their place. This is the 
only detailing session the club has 
planned for this year. The date is June 14, 
1997, arrive at 9:00 for coffee and danish. 
From 9:30 to 12:00 you will be shown the 
finer points of interior and exterior detail
ing by Floyd Stern and Dennis Noland. I 
have my cars detailed at Exeter, and am 
always amazed by the enthusiasm and 
thoroughness that Floyd approaches each 
detail with. 

Exeter is located downtown, next to 
Freeway Park at 7th A venue (Hubbell 
Place) and Seneca. If you have any ques
tions, please feel free to call me at 
859-5947 . - Hugh Golden 

D~N'l MISS JHE BIGGEST 
En~T OF Tfff YUR! 
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Stalls 

What's In a Name? 

It is old news by now that 39 San 
Diego computer nerds Jonestowned their 
way to a Comet, or at least tried to. What 
they apparently did not notice, having 
spent the last ten years trying to get 
Windows to run correctly, is that Ford dis
continued the Comet. It never was worth 
killing yourself over anyway, but you 
never know- look at how popular 
Ambassador convertibles are these days. 

A Buckeye named Nick Mazorkis 
helped discover the Heaven's Gate 
corpses. And, according to the Los 
Angeles Times, he is wanted by the police 
in his native state for car theft. Probably of 
Comets. Further, one Richard Ford was 
the cult member who led Mazorkis to the 
H.G. Mausoleum. If anyone should have 
known there are no more Comets, it would 
be a Ford. Hardly surprising that, in this 
case, word did not get out. However, 
Mazorkis, like any good Los Angeles tran
sient, is currently peddling the book and 
movie rights. Really. He is that confident 
of acquittal or probation. 

The mortal mistake of the Heaven' s 
'Gators highlights an ongoing problem 
with car names in general. And that is , you 
have to spend just about full time keeping 
track of their peregrinations to sound intel
ligent in motorhead circles. It would be 
nice to blame this on Datsun, which upped 
and changed its name to Nissan a few 
years ago, leaving its Fairlady in the lurch. 
But the problem is older and deeper than 
that. 

Model names appear, disappear, and 
reappear on different cars, duplicate other 
marque's names, and usually mean noth
ing at all to begin with. Certainly, they are 
not descriptive of much other than the 
advertising campaign. 

This presents a particular problem to 
car renters. All of us armed with at least 
twenty-five years and a Visa card have 
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by Thomas B. Nast 

experienced this . First you are asked at the 
counter if you want a Pontiac Pillowcase 
or a Buick Bolster. You pick a two-door 
blue Pillowcase. At the pick-up line they 
give you a white four-door Chevy 
Chesterfield, they only car available in the 
first place, which you drive to your desti
nation. You spend the next morning on the 
phone with the rental company, trying to 
find out which car in the lot is yours . 

If only car names had something, any
thing, to do with the cars they ' re glued 
onto. 

Some car names will forever live in 
infamy. The most stellar is Chevy's Nova, 
which in its best light means "exploding 
star," but which when imported south of 
the border means, "won't go." Not a 
happy moniker in either avatar. Another 
name which always gave me heart was the 
Pacer, which couldn 't keep pace with any
thing, but which caused AMC to skip 
more than one beat. 

But Chrysler wins my award for most 
consistent inept inanity. Take, for exam
ple, the Volare, the only car ever produced 
named after a rodent; a name better 
applied to a tunnelling machine. Or the 
Aspire, which hopefully will someday 
achieve its aspiration. Or current products, 
Neon and Cirrus, respectively names after 
gas and vapor. Will the follow-on models 
be Methane and Vapor? Why not; they are 
certainly more accurate. 

Nissan get extra credit for the Pulsar 
(the lnfiniti version of it will be the 
Repulsar), named after a star just shy of a 
Nova (see above) . GM maligned the heav
ens permanently with its Vega, which left 
nobody starstruck. It might have been bet
ter with a Northstar engine in it. Other 
points of light include planets (Mercury, 
Saturn); constellations (Aries) ; solar phe
nomenon (Horizon) 

The confusion continues with num
bers. Are you a letterman? If so, you know 
that a 240D is a Mercedes, and 240DL is a 

Volvo, and 240Z is a Datsun, but a 240SX 
is a Nissan. A 2000 is a 4-door BMW, but 
a TC2000 is a 4-door Rover. It gets worse 
without the letters. A 1600 is a BMW; it is 
also a roof-less Datsun. A 740 is BMW, 
but it is also a Volvo. A 323 is a BMW, 
but is also a Mazda. 

Then you get number series. A 900 is a 
Saab, a 904 is a Porsche. A 600 is a 
Honda, a 604 is a Peugeot (and a 630 is a 
BMW). As anyone who has taken trig can 
tell you, the numbers are their own reality , 
and don ' t mean jack outside of their own 
sphere. Saab's models progressed (and I 
use the word loosely) from 96 to 99 to 900 
to 9000, and because they do not want to 
be the first car maker to have a comma in 
the model number, they are hustling to 
find a lower number that isn't trademarked 
(9-5 is the rumored choice; imagine, a car 
with banker' s hours) . And Saab once had 
it right; remember the Sonnet? 

Zoos are another fertile field for car 
names. This started horsely , with the over
rated Mustang, spread to Dodge ' s Colt 
and Ford's Pinto and Bronco. Presumably 
the Jeep Wrangler was supposed to c01ral 
all of them. Felines were embraced, in the 
form of Cougars , Lynxes, Bobcats and 
Panthers. Insects were represented by 
Hornets and Beetles. Snakes appear as 
Cobras and Vipers . Dogs, unfortunately, 
seem to have been left out of the mix. 
There is something irresistable about a 
Mercury Mutt or BMW Bassett (you 
know, the entry model with short legs but 
a good nose). There is much to be said for 
naming all cars after dogs. 

Place names have been a staple for 
years. Cars named after specific cities, 
such as the late New Yorker, Alfa' s 
Milano, the Scottsdale, the Seville, 
Toyota's Tacoma, are surely more evoca
tive (if meaninglessly) than GM's generic 
Suburban, affectionately known in some 
circles as the "Short Plat." There is little to 
recommend pandering to place names, 



which has reached a new zenith with 
models such as Sierra, Dakota and Yukon. 

Passing winds are also popular appel
lations for gas burners. VW checked in 
with the Scirocco and Golf; Maserati with 
the Mistral and Khamsin; domestic mak
ers with the more generic Typhoon amd 
Zephyr. It is bard to protest cars named 
after swiftly moving gasses. Especially in 
aVW. 

In recent years, the most common 
names are names meaning nothing at all, 
names that are conspired by marketing 
departments working with linguistics pro
fessors. You might recall that, several 
major oil spills ago, Esso had to change 
its name, and it conjured "Exxon." The 
folks who brought you that name did not 
go out of business. They moved across the 
street and came up with monikers like 
Tercel, Altima, Paseo, Camry, Corolla, 
Catera, Sentra; the list could go on for 
pages. Save airbags (with which they have 
much in common), these names are per
haps the most vile contlibution ever made 
to the Era of the Automobile. Synthetic 
names. Bleech! 

So what should cars be named after? 
Obviously, certain hackneyed sources are 
to be avoided. Forget numbers , forget 
galaxies, forget contrived names. Cars 
should be named the way rock and roll 
bands are named. Instead of a Lincoln, a 
Dead President. Instead of a Pinto, a 
Grateful Dead. Instead of a Barracuda, a 
Hot Tuna. It's already worked the other 
way ' round. Remember Tin Lizzy? ~ 

BMW ACA PUGET SOUND REGION 

NEW MEMBERS 
Member Referred By BMWs 
Daniel Stroeing Request 
Mohsen Zadeh Zundfolge '79 733i 
Gary Swenson BMW Seattle '95 325iC 
Mark Bunger Bellevue Bf1W '71 2002, '72 2002ti 
Vida Markunas Internet '95318ti 
Irving Cohen BMW Seattle '93 740iL 
Cornell & Lillie Jackson '93 525i 
Tim Monaghan Redmond Motorsport '88M3 
Roderick & Shannon Chavez '97 M3 
Kathy Rawlings Request '95 318ti 
Robin Buerki Wes Hill '94 325iS, '88 325iS 
Gary & Sharon East Internet '87 325iC, '90 525i 
Randy & Sandra Miller BMW Seattle '91 MS . 
Brian Gilmore & Request '88M5 
Yvonne Carlson 
Michael Hester Bellevue BMW '95M3 
Chris Bata Request '87 535i 
Richard & Diane Kock Pete Bristow 
Anthony Krause Bellevue BMW 
Desmond Chan Bimmers Only '89 535i 
Ed & Fran Spring Kevin York '93 525i 
Earl McCrory BMW Seattle '87 325e 
Erik Schlein BMW Seattle '96 318ti 
Craig Jepson Internet '97 328iS 
Michael Reischl 
John & Elizabeth Metzger 
Jennifer Miller Request '70 2002 
Bill Levine Bellevue BMW '90 525i 
Paul & Joyce Birkeland Bellevue BMW '96 740iL 
David Hanses Internet '95 M3 
Frank Bonadio BMW Seattle '94 530iA 

~G 1HE c48 ~~ )'~ 
('JI() ~<(' 644-7770 

German Car 
Specialists~ 
Service & Repair 

81Nce "g1<;) 

15°/o OFF PARTS 

Courtesy 
Shuttle 
Service I 

•BMW 
•AUDI 
•MERCEDES 

BENZ 

SERVICE & REPAIR 
Your Best Alternative to the Dealer! 

Behind Factoria Cinemas, Bellevue 

1997 May ZUNDFOLGE 5 



rfs-i 

.. .from your Driving Events Committee 

p 
A 
c 
E 

S 
o, if you remember Part I last 
month, we talked about ways to get 
the most from the tires you current

ly have installed on your car; items that 
should be considered maintenance like 
tire pressures and wheel alignments. But 
with a driving school under your belt (did 
you join us on May 4th?) and the chance 
to run at S.I.R. just around the comer 
(June 8th), now you're thinking you'd like 
to get more than just economy or durabili
ty from the rubber installed under your 
vehicle. What do you look for? What size 
do you need? What size can you get, and 
have it still fit? Will they still be safe in 
the rain? How long will they last? 

Let's start with some tire-rific defini
tions to look for some of the answers. 

Aspect Ratio: Often referred to as the 
profile or 'series', the aspect ratio of a tire 
is determined by dividing a tire's height 
by its section (tread) width. The aspect 
ratio is branded on the tire's sidewall. 

Casing: The structure the tire is built 
around, or its foundation, which must be 
strong and durable. this may include steel 
or nylon belts, or both, and a strong rub
ber compound. 

Compound: The general term refer
ring to the tire tread's chemical makeup. 

Contact Patch: Sometimes referred to 
as 'footprint' , this is the area in which the 
tire makes contact with the road. 
Dependent on the weight of the vehicle, 
the 'patch ' is roughly the size of a 3 x 5 
index card. 

Grooves: Circumferential channels 
between the tread that help disperse water 
out from under the tire. 

High Performance: Tires with an 
aspect ration of 70 or lower (resulting in a 
comparatively wide tire with sh01t side
walls), and a speed rating of H, V, or Z. 

Hydroplaning: Loss of traction at 
high speeds caused by a wedge of water 
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Keeping In Touch 
(with the road) Part II 

that literally lifts a tire off the road sur
face . 

Load Index: A load index number is 
used to indicate the weight capacity of the 
tire at its maximum speed. The load index 
is branded on the sidewall. 

Ply: A layer of rubber-coated fabric or 
wire making up the tire casing. 

Shoulder: Provides continuos contact 
with the road while maneuvering. 
Shoulders wrap slightly over the inner and 
outer sidewall of a tire. 

Speed Ratings: Defined as the maxi
mum sustained speed at which a tire is 
certified to operate with proper inflation 
and loading. Categories are assigned 
which denote the maximum speed for 
which a tire is rated. 

Symbol Speed Category 
S ........ .... ....... . 112 mph 
T ........ ... ... ...... 118 mph 
U ... ................ 124 mph 
H .... ... .... ........ 130 mph 
V .......... .. ...... .149 mph 
W ... ............ .. .168 mph 
Y .. .... ...... .. .. ... 186 mph 
z .. ... ... .. .. ........ 186+ mph 

Note: A "Z" may appear in the size 
designation for a tire having a capacity 
above 149 mph . It must appear for a 
capacity above 186 mph. Consult the 
manufacturer if no Service Description is 
available. 

Temperature: The temperature is 
measured as a grade which tells you how 
well the ti.re resists heat buildup. An "A" 
rating means the tire can withstand greater 
temperatures than a "B" or "C" graded 
tire. This rating is branded on the side
wall. 

Tire pressure: All tires have a maxi
mum inflation pressure in terms of pounds 
per square inch. Maximum pressures vary 
for passenger ti.res, and are branded on the 
sidewall. 

by Ken Hill 

Tire Sizing: The tire size is branded 
on the sidewall. e.g. , P205/50ZR14 85 

- "P" indicates passenger tire 
-"205" is the width of the tire in mil-

limeters 
-"SO" is the aspect ratio, indicates the 

tire is 50% as tall as it is wide 
-"Z" is speed rating 
-"R" indicates a radial construction 
- "14" represents the wheel diameter of 

14 inches 
-"85" represents the load index 
Traction: Traction is a measurement 

of a tire's ability to stop on wet test sur
faces of asphalt and concrete under con
trolled conditions. Traction grades are 
determined only for straight-ahead brak
ing. 

- "A" indicates the tire performed well 
on both surfaces 

- "B" indicates the tire performed well, 
but not quite as well as "A" 

-"C" indicates the tire performed at an 
acceptable level 

Treadware: Treadware is a measure
ment of durability. Tested against an 
industry standard, the numerical grade 
indicates how well the tread lasts com
pared with a reference standard of 100. 
e.g., a 200 means the tread wears twice as 
well as the standard. 

Tread Types: There are three types of 
tread pattems-

Symmetric Tread Pattern -tread 
design is consistent across the tread face. 

Asymmetric Pattern -tread changes 
across the face. Usually it incorporates 
larger blocks on the outer portion of the 
ti.re for increased cornering stability, and 
smaller blocks on the inside to aid in 
breaking up and discharging water. 

Unidirectional Pattern -designed to 
rotate in only one direction on the vehicle. 
This pattern generally enhances straight
line acceleration by reducing rolling resis-



tance, and may also provide shorter stop
ping distances. 

UTQG: Uniform Tire Quality Code. 
Required by the government to provide 
comparative manufacturer information. 
Provides standards by which the temp, 
treadware, and traction grades were created, 
and why they are branded on the sidewall. 

Void Ratio: The amount of 'openess ' 
in the tread. A low void ratio means more 
rubber contact with the road. A high void 
ratio increases the ability to drain water. 

Did you catch all that? Buried in all 
those basic definitions are the answers 
you need to help choose a new set of track 
tires, but you have to start by being honest 
with yourself. Consider if the tires will 
live for the track, but also have to exist in 
the day-to-day commute. If you can afford 
to buy a second set of rims to mount tires 
exclusively for track use, you won' t have 
to compromise as much. Find a wide, low 
tire, made of a soft compound, and you 
will be pleasantly surprised at how differ
ent your car behaves on the track. 

Also, if used only a few track days a 
year you should still expect to get several 
seasons from the investment. Your street 
tires will thank you. Almost all the major 
tire manufacturers provide a long list of 
high-performance tire options, limited 
really, only by how much you want to 
spend. Speak to others here in the club to 
find the best fit for your particular vehicle, 
and any recommendations or experiences 
they may have. 

Performance driving can be rewarding 
and fun, but it is also a serious and 
demanding activity. Forget about that 
goofy TV commercial; which would you 
rather wear playing basketball, competi
tion-hightops, or high-heeled pumps? 
Think about it, and we'll see you out at 
S.l.R.!! ~ 

Pacific Northwest Histories 
The Society of Vintage Racing 

Enthusiasts (SOVREN) is once again 
holding the Pacific Northwest Historic 
Races at Seattle International Raceway 
over the Fourth of July weekend. And once 
again, we will be having a club corral. 

But the other arrangements are a little 
different this year. Due to overwhelming 
response, club corral parking is by 
advance reservation only. And it is very 
limited. The club corrals are very popular 
because it's fun to park with all the 
BMWs and because it is the best spectator 
parking available. There will be nearly 40 
car clubs represented this year. 

We will have only ten spots available 

on Saturday, July 5th, and 20 spots on 
Sunday, July 6th. The spots will be sold 
on a first come, first served basis. When 
they're gone, they 're gone. To register, 
fill out the Registration Form, indicate 
wbfch day you want, and mail the form 
and a check for $5 per day per car to 
BMW ACA, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, 2641 
39th Avenue West, Seattle, WA 98199. 

You will receive a corral pass. This 
must be shown to the gate person on race 
day. At the gate, you will be charged an 
additional $10 per car and driver and $5 
for each passenger. All proceeds from the 
weekend go to benefit Children's 
Hospital. 

Pacific Northwest Histories 
Registration Form 

Address: __________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip: _____________________ _ 

Phone: ---------------------------
Date(s) Wanted: ______________________ _ 

Enclose $5 per car per date. Make checks payable to BMW ACA 
Mail form and check to: BMW ACA c/o Lucetta Lightfoot 

2641 39th Ave. W. Seattle, WA 98199 

CAMPBELL/NELSON 

AUTO WRECKING 
Specializing in New and Used Parts for 

ARLINGTON 

(360) 403-9800 
18021 59th Ave. NE 

Arlington, WA 98223 

Across from 
Arlington Airport Entrance 

L-------------.J 

EDMONDS 

(206) 771-4931 

205th & Aurora 

Edmonds, WA 98020 

Across from 
Aurora Village Costco 

L-------------.J 
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1st Lapping Day 
of the Season 
June 8th at SIR!!!! 
by Jacqueline Kahn 

The first lapping day at Seattle 
International Raceway is June 8th, which is 
a day dedicated to just driving full laps. This 
is a perfect follow-up for those who just 
attended this year's first High Performance 
Driving school at Bremerton. Join us at SIR 
for plenty of track time to work on the skills 
you learned from the school. For those first 
timers (True Novices) who completed the 
May school you will receive a $10 discount 
for this lapping event! 

If you haven ' t driven SIR yet don't miss 
this chance. The track is very challenging 
and exciting to drive. This track offers a bit 
of everything from elevation change, to hair 
pin turns, to a chicane, to a high speed 
straight. 

Novices in the group will have instruc
tors and their own run group. We plan to 
have all other drivers in a single run group 
open for several hours at a time. We ' ll be 
controlling the number of cars on the track 
based on congestion-should be fun! 

Don't forget to bring your log books. 
This year ' s new version of the log book has 
been updated to incorporate new licensing 
level sign offs and has also been combined 
with a Driver's Handbook, for those of you 
interested in a copy the cost is $10. 

A tech-session will be held prior to June 
8th to pre-tech as many cars before the event 
as possible. 

Upon receiving your registration you'll 
be sent a confirmation letter which will pro
vide specific information on the day's 
schedule and also details on the pre-tech 
session. 

Please pre-register by filling out the 
attached registration form and mail it to 
Jacqueline Kahn @ 8034 NE 178th Lane, 
Bothell, WA 98011 by May 26st or call with 
any questions you may have (206)481-9571 
(or email KAHN@ESCA.COM). ~ 
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Driving Events Calendar 
May 
list 
Real Time Racing. Every other 
Wednesday running through Sept. 
24th, Public access television (TCI) 
broadcasts a show at I 0:00 p.m. by a 
local racer with an in-car camera. He 
narrates the action with some help
ful insights of all the local tracks. 
Tape the show, it's worth watching. 

17th & 18th 
SOVERN at SIR 

17th & 18th 
Good Guys Rod and Custom Swap 
Meet at Portland International 
Raceway. If you just like cars in gen
eral, this is the mother of all swap 
meets. It's just amazing how much 
stuff they can pack onto the race 
track at PIR and odds are, you'll find 
something you want for your BMW. 

23rd 
BMW ACA Portland Chapter at 
Portland International Raceway. 
Professional instruction by SCCA 
certified instructors. Call Doug 
Buchner 503 282-0486 or Norm 
Reini 503 288-1407 for info. 

24th & 25th 
SCCA Double Nationals road racing 
a Seattle International Raceway. 
Real racing at a real track. 

25th 
Event #3 SCCA NWR Autocross, 
Bremerton, Hotline 206 292-0500 

26th 
Event #3 BSCC Autocross, 
Bremerton -Hotline 360 373-3918. 

June 
8th 
BMW ACA Lapping Day at Seattle 
International Raceway. 

20, 21, 22nd 
GI Joe's 200, Portland International 
Raceway. This is the closest the real 
open wheels get to Seattle. The 
speed of these cars down the 
straight will make your head spin! 

21st 
Alfa Romeo Club Lapping Day at 
Seattle International Raceway. For 
more information call Dan Alvis at 
206 582-0803. 

28th 
BMW ACA Portland hosts Porsche & 
Alfa at PIR for high performance driving. 

July 
19th 
BMW ACA Lapping Day at Seattle 
International Raceway. See next 
month's Ziindfolge issue for details. 

r-------------------------------, 
June 8th Lapping at SIR Registration Form 

Name ___________________________ ~ 

Address -------------------------~ 

Year & Model Car 

Phone No. Home ( ______ Work( 

Number of Previous Track Events _________________ _ 

Driving Level: (Novice, I, II, ill, Instructor) CIRCLE ONE 

Pre-Registration Cost: $75 -by May 26th (May school first timers less $10) 

Final deadline cost: $85 -No later than June 2nd. 

Two Drivers in One Car, Add $25 

Non-members, add $25, which will be applied toward a BMW membership. 

Total Amount Enclosed $ Please make checks payable to BMW ACA 

Driving Goals -------------------------

L-------------------------------~ 
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MW has officially introduced the 
M Roadster in Europe. The M 
Roadster is the Z3 with the engine 

from the Euro M3. Said motor develops 
321 horsepower. The M Roadster weighs 
just 2,915 pounds. The pounds per horse
power are an astonishing nine. BMW, 
usually conservative in their published 
acceleration figures, quotes 0 to 62 mph at 
5.4 seconds. This has got to be the quick
est road-going BMW ever. Top speed is 
electronically limited to 155 mph. 

The M Roadster uses the same flared 
rear fenders as the 2.8 liter version. The M 
car gets its own front air dam, which is 
bigger than merely mortal Z3s. The M 
Roadster gets new 17 inch cast alloy 
wheels and big tires. Like 225/45 ZR 17 
at the front and 245/40 ZRl 7 at the rear. 
There are special side air scoops with 
chrome trim. 

The interior also get special treatment. 
The instruments get chrome bezels, and 
the instrument panel is two color. The M 
Roadster gets new sports seats and a new 
steering wheel. The M Roadster is not 
without creature comforts, of course. 
Heated seats and a power folding top are 
standard. The chassis of the M Roadster is 
lowered .4 inches and a limited slip rear 
end is standard. 

One thing the M Roadster does not 
have is a spare wheel and tire. This is the 
first BMW to ever omit this . Instead, the 
driver gets the "M Mobility System." This 
consists of a filler flask with sealant, an 
integrated micro-compressor to be con
nected to the cigar lighter, and a connec
tion hose. The system, according to the 
press release, "allows the driver to repair 

punc
tures 

quickly and 
without the slight

est problem." If the 
driver has a serious tire 

problem, there is a special emergency ser
vice provided by BMW. 

The press photos show the M Roadster 
both with and without rollbars, so they 
must be an option. When the US version 
of the M Roadster is speced out, I hope 
they make the rollbars standard. We have 
lawyers on this side of the pond. 

... And One for America 
Last August in Monterey, Vic Doolan, 

president of BMW of North America, 
announced unofficially that there would 
be a version of the M Roadster for the 
North American market. In the meantime, 
the European version has gone on sale and 
we Americans have waited to hear some
thing official. Until now. 

On April 18th, BMW of NA 
announced that a new, more powerful ver
sion of the BMW Z3 roadster, powered by 
the 240 horsepower engine of the US M3 
will go on sale in 
the US in the spring 
of 1998. A product 
of BMW's M divi
sion, the M 
Roadster is expect
ed to set new stan
dards in perfor
mance in the road
ster segment. 

Sales of 
BMW's new family 
of top-down two
seaters have contin
ued to accelerate 
since they began 
production in early 
1996, following the 

successful debut in the James Bond film 
GoldenEye. The 1996 calendar year ended 
with more than 15,000 customers taking 
delivery, primarily of the four-cylinder Z3 
1.9.)In late 1996, the second model in the 
Z3 family arrived, the Z3 2.8, sporting the 
189 horsepower, 2.8-liter six cylinder 
engine which also powers the 328i and 
528i models . When the M Roadster makes 
its debut next spring, it will give roadster 
enthusiasts three distinct choices for top
down driving fun. Those who opt for the 
top-of-the-line M Roadster will not only 
drive the quickest accelerating production 
BMW ever offered, but will be rewarded 
with a level of performance placing it 
among the leaders in any category of pro
duction car. 

The M Roadster will be the newest 
BMW to wear the "M" badge, denoting 
it's development by BMW M, a division 
of the company devoted to developing 
special high-performance and highly indi
vidualized vehicles. It joins the ranks of 
other distinguished M cars, such as the 
limited production M 1, built from 1978 to 
1980, two generations of MS sedans, the 
M6 coupe and two generations of M3s. 
The M3 coupe and sedan, which are cur
rently offered, are the best selling M cars 
ever, with sales of more than 15,000 cars 
in the US since its introduction in 1995. 

Further information on the US version 
of the M Roadster will not be made avail
able by BMW NA until 1998. Ladies and 
gentlemen, start your checkbooks. ~ 
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Racing An M3 
Fulfilling A Dream 
by Alex Long 

S
ince the day I turned 16 I have 
wanted to race cars. As a kid I raced 
BMX bicycles and as I grew older 

my need for competitions and speed 
changed to four wheels. After turning 16 I 
got my first taste of racing through attend
ing lapping days with the local BMW, 
Alfa Romeo and Ferrari clubs. I attended 
as many of these days as I could and start
ed to become a proficient driver. As the 
youngest person at all of these lapping 
days I received a lot of encouragement, 
driving tips and attention. 

Alex & his ride after a long weekend of racing in [a/ifornia. 

From the first day I lapped SIR I knew 
that racing cars was what I wanted to do 
in life. When there weren't any lapping 
days I would do the occasional autocross. 
However, like most aspiring car racers, I 
did not have a father with a famous last 
name (like Andretti) or a wealthy family. 
This presented a problem because to take 
the next step from weekend warrior to 
club racer requires money or name recog
nition. 

The Beginning 
Back in 1994 I was at the point finan

cially that I could start to plan to save for 
a race car and race program. Knowing that 
making it to Formula 1 is a very unrealis
tic goal for someone in my position, I 
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made my ambitions a little more realistic. 
I have always enjoyed open wheel racing 
but my favorite racing is Touring Cars 
and GT Cars. My goal has always been to 
become a professional driver and "Tin 
Top" cars looked like the best route. 

Especially considering 
the growing popularity 
of Touring Cars and the 
then new Global GT 
series. About this same 
time BMW launched the 
new E36 version of the 
M3. The first step on the 
"Tin Top" ladder is 
SCCA (Sports Car Club 
of America) showroom 
stock racing and the 
BMW looked like it 
would be the car to 
have. 

After a few calls to SCCA headquar
ters and to Erik Wensberg, M Brand 

Manager for BMW NA, I found out that 
SCCA was considering allowing the M3 
to compete in showroom stock racing. 
One thing you should understand about 
the SCCA is that they are very wary of 
allowing in any super high performance 
cars into showroom stock racing for fear 
that they will dominate their class. After 
some intense lobbying by myself, BMW 
NA, and a number of other racers, the 
SCCA allowed the car to run in show
room stock A class for 1995. At this point 
I started to save every penny I had to buy 
anM3. 

The PTG Connedion 
Around September of 1994, rumors 

began to circulate that BMW was going to 
build a special version of the M3 for 
showroom stock racing. As soon as I 
heard about it I was on the phone to 
BMW NA for more details and to put my 
name on the list. Several months went by 

without a word 
from BMW. 
Then out of the 
blue I received 
a call in the 
middle of 
December 
from a man 
with a German 
accent who 
introduced 
himself as Tom 
Milner. Tom 
told me that he 
was going to 
be running an 



\) 

~ 
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IMSA GT program for BMW and that 
they had put him in charge of building 
what he called the M3 CSL (or M3 
Lightweight). He was calling all the inter
ested racers to see if they wanted to have 
first pick before the new car was sold to 
the public. 

Tom gave me some preliminary speci
fications on the new car and when I found 
out he was located in Virginia, and I was 
going to be in that area for the Christmas 
holiday, I set up a time to go see him and 
the new car. I visited Tom after Christmas 
and was able to get a lot of information on 
the new M3 CSL. I also saw the first car 
being built by Prototype Technology 
Group. The car was built from a standard 
M3 road car. The first ten cars built were 
to be for racing only and I had a chance to 
buy one. When I returned from vacation I 
called the 
SCCA to see if 
they would 
allow this car 
in showroom 
stock. After a 
number of 
calls, I was 
finally told that 
there was no 
way they were 
going to let this 
car in their 
series. That left 
only two series that the car could be raced 
in: IMSA street stock or SCCA World 
Challenge. Both of these series require a 
budget over six figures and were far out
side my budget. This meant that I was 
going to have to buy a "standard" M3, 
which is no bad thing! 

The "Quasi-Lightweight" 
After some close examination of the 

rule book, specifications of the M3 and 
another talk with Eric Wensberg, I 
ordered a "quasi-lightweight." We came 
up with a car that was as close to a light
weight (including graphics) as the SCCA 
rules would alloys. The car was ordered 
without a sunroof or any power options, 
the interior was the lightweight cloth, and 
the wheels were the optional forged 
alloys. 

After six long months the car finally 
arrived in October of 1995. The only 
problem now was that I didn't have any 

money to build the car into a race car! 
Once again I started scraping pennies 
together and in August of 1996 sent the 
car to Tom Milner at PTG for its transfor
mation from street car into race car. At 
this point PTG was the official BMW 
Motorsports team and parts supplier for 
North America. Who better to work on the 
car than the official works team! After a 
month of work the car was finally ready to 
go. However, the same old problem had 
come up again. Now I had a race car but 
no money to race it! 

The Savior 
In March of 1997 Steve Norman of 

BMW Seattle agreed to sponsor the car 
for this season. BMW Seattle is the prima
ry sponsor of the car. Besides sponsoring 
the program, they will also be performing 

all of the maintenance on 
the car. Steve was willing 
to support the program 
100% so that a BMW 
could be seen racing at all 
of the SCCA races this 
year in Washington and 
Oregon. Please remember 
that when you are looking 
for a new BMW or need 
service or parts. 

Secondary sponsors 
include Fikse USA (my 
employer), who manufac

tures three-piece forged alloy wheels for 
race and street applications. They provid
ed the wheels for the car. Prototype 
Technology Group is 

FIKSE. 

Sponsor recognition. 

crash, but also stiffens the chassis of the 
car considerably. The driver's side seat 
was removed and replaced with a Sparco 
carbon fiber race seat (as used in the 
German Touring Car Championship). 
This saved weight. The stock seat 
weighed over 75 pounds, the Sparco seat 
weighed eight pounds! 

Next, the suspension was modified 
using BMW Motorsports Group N front 
struts and rear shocks made by Bilstein. 
The front struts have a fully adjustable 
spring perch to adjust the ride height and 
comer weight of the car. The stock 
springs were replaced with BMW 

continued on page 12 ... 

providing technical sup- f~·:--;Jt't----~-=::~;~~ijjllJ;;ii=:;:;;;;; 
port and parts. · 
Speedware Motorsports 
is supplying safety 
equipment and suspen
sion maintenance and 
BF Goodrich is provid
ing tires. 

The Car 
PTG made all of the 

modifications allowed to 
the car in the SCCA rule 
book. They first started 
by constructing a custom 
six-point roll cage which 
is welded to the frame of 
the car. This not only 
protects the driver in a 
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Motorsports CSL racing springs. This 
combination of spring and shock lowered 
the car about 1.5 inches and was consider
ably stiffer than the stock suspension. The 
suspension has only about 2.5 inches of 
travel in the rear! Finally, the M3 
Lightweight wheels were replaced with 
Fikse three-piece forged aluminum wheels 
which weigh only 17 pounds, compared to 
the standard wheels which weigh 22 
pounds. 

The SCCA does not allow much to be 
done to the motor. One can mildly "blue
print" the motor, which I haven' t done 
yet. The exhaust system from the catalytic 

The difficult to photograph Fikse race wheels. 
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converter back has been replaced. And the 
air filter has been changed to a K&N unit. 

You're Invited 
I encourage everyone to come out and 

watch us race. See the adjacent schedule. 
The biggest race of the year in this area is 
the SCCA Double Nationals at SIR on 
May 24th through 26th, Memorial Day 
weekend. Currently I am working with the 
organizers of the race to set up a BMW 
Corral. To attend any of the races, please 
contact me at 206 441-0315 before the 
race weekend. ~ 

p 

SCCA Race Schedule 

May 17, 18 Las Vegas, NV 
SCCA Double Regional 

May 24, 25, 26 Seattle, WA 
SCCA Double National 

May 31, June I Bremerton, WA 
SCCA Regional 

June 13-16 Portland, OR 
SCCA Regional & National 

June 28, 29 Seattle, WA 
SCCA Regional 

July 4, 5, 6 Portland, OR 
SCCA Double National 

July 19 Seattle, WA 
BMW ACA Lapping Day 

September 6, 7 Portland, OR 
SCCA Double Regional 

September 12, 13, 14 Seattle, WA 
BMW Seattle Rally 

October 5-12 Lexington, OH 
SCCA National Championships 

October 25, 26 
SCCA Regional 

Bremerton, WA 

November 2 Bremerton, WA 
BMW ACA Driving School 

Hood Washing 
Swirl-free Polish 
Interior Shampoo 

Concoun Quality Detailing 

641-99Jl 
13600 N.E. 16th St. Bellevue 

(by Furney's Nursery) 



BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region 

1996 Financial Statements 
Balance Sheet 
as of December 3 I , 1996 

Assets 
Cash in bank $7,560 
Accounts receivable 4,550 
Prepaid postage 672 
Prepaid track rental 8,075 

!. Equipment 2,000 
Total $22.857 

Net Assets $22,857 

Statement of Activity 
for the year 1996 

Revenue 
Zundfo/ge advertising $18,006 
Dues 17,455 
Track events 17,418 
Banquet 5, 153 
Stipend , reimbursements 3,000 
Other events 1,120 
Merchandise sales 823 
Miscellaneous 354 
Total 63,329 

Expense 
Zundfo/ge 35,063 
Track events 14,690 
Banquet 4,108 
Administrative 4,343 
Other events 2,957 
Merchandise 224 
Total 61,385 

Revenue in excess of expense $1,944 

UNLEASH THE POTENTIAL OF 
YOUR BMW, ONE PAGE AT A TIME. 

We can help you keep your 
BMW in peak condition 
and bring undreamed of 
performance out from 
under-the-hood. Call us for 
our free full-color catalog. 
It has over one hundred 

Visit our web site: 
www.bavauto.com 

pages of performance and 
styling accessories, and 
thousands of replacement 
parts for your BMW, ready 
for same day shipping. 
You'll find informative 
tech tips and product 
pointers to help you with 
every job. We have a knowl
edgeable sales ~ 

staff and J2~. t J'1ice 
we backup ~J 
everything ~"• 00 ~

0 

we sell with an absolutely 
unbeatable Best Price 
Guarantee. Call us today 
at 1-800-535-2002. 

i'lil BAVARIAN 
n_• autosport 

FAX B00-507-2002 • 275 CONSTITUTION AVE , PORTSMOUTH NH 

2040 l 52nd Avenue N.E. 
Bellevue/Redmond 
Overlake area, serving the Eastside 

(206) 746-7141 
Rental and loaner car and 
free towing. 

Certified Technicians 
Specializing in all 

European and Luxury 
Japaneese Brands 

Experience the difference quality 
workmanship and service makes. 

• All mechanical works, factory scheduled 
maintenance including extended 
warranty work. 

• With direct access to factory service 
bulletins ensuring the job is done right the 
first time. 

• Quality workmanship, honesty & com
petitive pricing. 

• Lifetime brake, radiator, muffler and rack 
& pinion service. 

• Windshield replacement. 

Let us show you how to maintain 
your BMW and avoid the 

high cost of repairs. 
For parts or service, please call Al. 

We will beat any 
written quality repair 

estimate by 
10-20% 
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Technik 
edited by Greg Mierz 

This month I want to present an 
excellent article written by Bob 
Stommell off the BMW e-mail 

digest. It's about installing the Euro retard 
cam spocket on the E30 M3's S14 motors: 

Parts needed: 
Euro exhaust cam sprocket 
Cam sprocket lockplate (get two if you 
decide to replace the bolts on the 
intake cam sprocket-see step 18 
below) 
Six M6X16 bolts (see note on bolt 
hardness in step 18 below; get 12 bolts 
if you decide to replace the ones on 
the intake cam sprocket) 
Timing chain tensioner piston and 
cylinder (housing) (sold in a set) 
Crush washers (2) and small rubber 0-
ring for timing chain tensioner hous
ing 
Timing chain tensioner spring 
Outer 0-ring seal and internal seal for 
distributor housing 
Outer 0-ring seal for the intake 
camshaft access plate - if you decide 
to replace the bolts on the intake cam 
sprocket (see step 18 below) 
Valve cover gaskets (including the 
inside ones around the spark plug 
holes) 

Optional parts: 
Spark plugs (Bosch XSDC 
- gapped to 0.7 mm) 
Distributor cap 
Distributor rotor 

1. Put car in neutral and apply emer
gency brake. 

2. Remove black plastic cover from 
distributor cap (held onto distributor cap 
with three 8mm bolts). 

3. Remove two IOmm cap nuts that 
hold ignition wire holder to valve cover. 

4. Pull up on each spark plug wire 
boot to loosen it from the spark plugs 
(don't try to pull boots out yet). 
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5. Label the ignition wires with their 
cylinder numbers and then pull the wires 
off the distributor cap and ignition coil. 

6. Pull entire ignition wire set off 
engine. 

This is a good time to inspect your 
ignition wires. The plastic wire casing can 
be disassembled by first removing the two 
Phillips screws on the bottom of the hold
er housing and then pulling the side tabs 
apart. My wires were replaced about 
10,000 miles ago and there were already 
some signs of the wires being pinched 
inside the holder. I opted to leave the 
holder off for reinstallation. I banded the 
wires together with zip ties and at each zip 
tie location, I wrapped each wire separate
ly with heat-resistant tape before banding 
the wire together. If you want to be extra 
careful, you will need to find a way to 
keep the wires away from the lower pas
senger-side edge of the valve cover on 
reinstallation. I fabricated a small looped 
bracket around the wires and bolted it to 
the original right-side bolt on the valve 
cover for the wire holder. This gives the 
wires about 114 inch clearance off the 
valve cover. 

7. Remove spark plugs. Stuff small 
rags into each spark plug access hole to 
prevent anything from falling into the 
engine. 

Reinstallation: Tightening torque for 
the spark plugs is 18-20 ft lbs. Use an 
anti-seize compound (such as Lubro Moly 
LM 508 Anti-Seize Compound) on the 
spark plug threads on reinstallation. 

8. Remove distributor cap from hous
ing (held on by three long, thin 8mm bolts 
that extend from the distributor cap; they 
do not separate from the distributor cap). 

9. Remove ignition rotor from housing 
(held in place by three 3mm hex head 
screws that do not separate from the rotor) . 

10. Remove the triangular rotor base 

from the front of the camshaft. It is held in 
place by a single 6mm hex head bolt. 

11. Remove the IOmm cap nut holding 
the coolant sensor wires to the distributor 
housing and then remove distributor hous
ing from the side of cylinder head (held in 
place by three 10 mm nuts with wave 
washers). It takes quite a bit of wiggling 
to get the housing off the head and 
camshaft. 

Reinstallation: Replace the inside and 
outside seals on the housing before rein
stallation. The inner seal can be tapped 
out with a socket from the inside out 
(carefully note the position of the seal 
before you remove it!) . Use the same 
socket to tap the new inner seal into place. 
Coat the inside lip of the inner seal with 
oil before reinstallation of the distributor 
housing onto the cylinder head. 

12. Remove breather hose from top 
driver-side corner of valve cover. 

13. Remove valve cover cap nuts and 
take off valve cover. Get new valve cover 
gasket and round inside gaskets. This is a 
good time to sand and repaint your valve 
cover if the paint is chipping. (Mine was 
in pretty bad shape.) I used Eastwood's 
Black Wrinkle Finish Paint, Part No. 
1230. I don't know how long it will last, 
but Eastwood says it will withstand 
engine temperatures on a valve cover. 

Reinstallation: Tightening torque for 
the valve cover cap nuts is 9 ft. lbs. 

14. Using a 36mm socket on the front 
crankshaft nut (inside crankshaft pulley 
on lower part of timing case), tum the 
engine over until the notch on the crank
shaft pulley line up with the pointer on the 
timing cover AND the notches on the 
right side of the camshafts line up with 
the indentations in the top of the camshaft 
bearing caps. The engine will now be at 
top dead center. If all the reference points 
don't line up, rotate the engine another 



revolution until they do. 
15. Remove the timing chain guide 

rail from the top of the timing chain. It is 
bolted to the cylinder head by two 6mm 
hex head bolts. 

16. Remove the timing chain tension
er. It is attached to the lower right corner 
of the cylinder head below the metal 
coolant tube as you look at it from the 
passenger side. There are three sections to 
it. The outer bolt is a 13mm bleeder nip
ple (no tightening torque specified). The 
second section toward the engine releases 
the timing tensioner piston and is 
removed with a 19 mm wrench or socket 
(tightening torque is 29 ft. lbs). The piston 
and spring will come flying out with lots 
of oil when you remove it. The third sec
tion is bolted to the head and is a cylinder 
housing for the tensioner piston. The 
housing requires a 32 mm wrench or 
socket for removal (tightening torque is 
36 ft. lbs .). Check the piston and cylinder 
housing for wear and scoring. The hous
ing and piston are only sold as a set 
because the machined tolerances are very 
tight. Don't just replace one or the other. 
It's also a good idea to replace the ten
sioner spring while you are at it - the 
spring can look fine and still be the cor
rect length (159 mm), yet have weakened 
below its original spring rate. 

Reinstallation: Make sure the tapered 
(conical wound) end of the tensioner 
spring is facing toward the outer nut -
the flat end of the spring faces the tension
er piston. Before reinstalling the tensioner 
piston, rotate the engine so that the timing 
chain is tight between the two cam 
sprockets (no slack) and make sure you 
install the piston with the notch (groove) 
in the vertical position. It takes a lot of 
muscle to get the spring compressed back 
into the cylinder housing. 

(If you can find a way to do it, after 
reinstallation of all the tensioner piston 
parts, open the 13mm bleed nipple and 
pump engine oil into the nipple until it 
runs out of the nipple. This pre-loads the 
tensioner piston with oil.) 

17. The exhaust camshaft sprocket is 
held to the camshaft by six lOmm bolts 
that are secured by a lock plate. Push the 
ends of the lockplate away from each of 
the bolts and remove the bolts from the 

sprocket. BE CAREFUL NOT TO LET 
THE BOLTS FALL DOWN THE 
INSIDE OF THE TIMING COVER 
INTO THE ENGINE! I held a magnet 
near each bolt as I removed it to make 
sure nothing fell into the engine.You may 
have to rotate the engine (with the 36mm 
socket on the crankshaft nut) to get access 
to each of the six bolts holding the 
sprocket to the end of the camshaft).After 
the bolts and lockplate are removed, pull 
the sprocket end plate/spindle (the piece 
that rotated inside the distributor cover 
housing) off the end of the camshaft. You 
will then be able to remove the OEM 
sprocket from the camshaft. Lift the tim- • 
ing chain and pull the sprocket out from 
under the front of the chain. 

18. Install the Euro cam sprocket, the 
sprocket end plate/spindle, and a new 
lockplate. Before you install the cam 
sprocket, you will need to rotate the 
exhaust camshaft slightly counter-clock
wise (toward the passenger side) in order 
to get the pin on the end of the camshaft 
positioned to take the Euro sprocket (the 
Euro sprocket is 3 degrees offset from the 
original one). I placed a socket extension 
against a thick towel on one of the 
camshaft lobes and gently tapped it to 
move the camshaft. 

Before you install the new lockplate 
on the end of the spindle, use a flat-nosed 
pliers to gently bend the inside edges of 
the plate upward. This will allow you to 
get a small screwdriver under the edges 
after it is bolted on, so that you can lock 
the plate edges against the cam sprocket 
bolts. 

The original cam sprocket bolts are 
8.8 hardness. I found a local supplier that 
had the same size bolt in a 10.9 hardness. 
The 10.9 hardness bolts can be torqued to 
15 ft. lbs. The specified tightening torque 
for the 8.8 hardness bolts is 7 ft. lbs. 

If you can find the harder bolts, you 
might also want to replace the ones for the 
intake cam sprocket. The access cover for 
the intake camshaft sprocket is on the 
front of the cylinder head and is held in 
place by two lOmm cap nuts. Once the 
cover is removed, the procedure for 
replacing the sprocket bolts is the same. 
Make sure to use a new lockplate. Replace 
the outer 0-ring on the access cover 
before reinstallation. 

19. Rotate the engine so that it's at top 

dead center (notch in crankshaft pulley 
matches pointer on engine and both 
notches on the tops of the camshafts are 
aligned with the notches in the cam bear
ing caps. The notch in the Euro exhaust 
cam will be a few millimeters to the right 
(toward passenger side) of the original 
position due to the 3 degree offset. If 
everything is not lined up properly, 
recheck your work. 

20. If it's been a while since you did 
so, this would be a good time to adjust the 
valves. 

21. Reinstall everything in reverse 
order of above. 

22. Restart the engine and let it idle 
for about 10 minutes. There may be some 
timing chain noise during this time until 
the tensioner piston gets pumped back up 
with oil pressure. Test drive the car and 
check for any oil leaks. If your engine had 
some timing chain noise before, it should 
be much quieter now. You might also 
want to change the oil and oil filter just in 
case some debris fell into the crankcase. 

Bob Stammel 
Indianapolis, IN 
Bob@trader.com 

Just a note that our club ' s web page 
has moved to www.bmwaca.org I'm try
ing hard to learn the fine ropes of HTML 
and such. Any advice and comments are 
welcome, just email me at 
GregM2002@aol.com See ya later. ~ 

Parts for all BMW Models 
specializing in 

2002 and Ompe Restoration 

~ 
Uill for Discuunt Prices on: 

OEM Parts, Bilstein, Suspension Tech. Equipment 
NLA and Hard to Find Paris 

ORDER DESK (800) 466-8184 
FAX (619) 488-0972 

RC Motorsport 
CNPR/La Jolla Independent BMW 

710 Turquoise Street• La Jolla, CA 92109 
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Ice Racing 
Ice racing in the French Alps is 

very popular in Europe. This type 
of circuit racing has been prac
ticed for 27 years at French ski 
resorts. BMWs were first suc
cessful in this type of racing 1987 
when a 325iX won the champi
onship. BMWs are entered in this 
series by Team Oreca. The race 
cars look like BMWs, but there is 
little standard about them other 
than their engines. All the cars 
use tube frames, centrally mount
ed engines, four-wheel drive, and 
four-wheel steering. This year's 
championship was won by 
Yvan Muller driving a 318ti . 
The most prestigious ice 
race, and not part of the 
championship series, is the 
24 Hour Sur Glace de 
Chamonix. This race was 
won by a heavily modified 
Z3 coupe. [BMW Car] 

Tough Race at Road Atlanta 

Z3Coupe 
Forget about the ZS name that's 
been rumored for over a year. The 
coupe version of the Z3 will be 
named, hold on, the Z3 coupe. 
Look for introduction at the 
Frankfurt Show this fall.(Roundel) 

The Prototype Technology Group (PTG) debuted their new four-door M3 race 
cars at Road Atlanta. With the four-door M3 in showrooms now, BMW is follow
ing the "race on Sunday, sell on Monday" philosophy. Also new at Road Atlanta 
was the increased level of sponsorship from Yokohama. Two of the team cars 
now sport red, white and black Yokohama paint schemes. 

Unfortunately, the team had one more addition: 110 pounds per car, as man
dated by the newly renamed sanctioning body, SportsCar. The BMWs will be 
carrying the extra weight for the rest of the season. 

Derek Hill was driving one of the four-door M3s when he was involved in a 
five car opening lap accident. The number 10 car was taken out of the race. The 
number 7 car, driven by Marc Duez and Dieter Quester, got through the carnage 
and finished fifth. The other PTG car, number 6, driven by John Paul, Jr. and Bill 
Auberlen dropped out of the race with a broken drive shaft. The independently 
entered M3 of Matthew Cohen and Pete Halsmer was taken out of the race after 
being hit by another GTS-3 car. Porsche now leads the manufacturer's champi
onship by two points. 

Bimmer, James Bimmer 
A deal similar to the one struck 
between the producer of the James 
Bond movie GoldenEye, which 
resulted in Agent OOTs driving a 
Z3 , has been made for another 
Bond film . Bond apparently will 
drive a hot BMW sedan, probably 
the upcoming MS. (Car & Driver) 

The 13 'Coupe' Ice Racer 

1313 West Meeker St. 
Suite 138 
Kent, WA 
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"~lie molJw,, oft 
all~." 
Stephen Spenser, 
The Seattle Times 

Fine Italian Food 

(206) 859-4681 
Take Out Available 



Paul G. Hahnemenn 
Paul G. Hahnemenn, who died on 

January 23, 1997, was a distinguished 
figure in BMW's history. Hahnemenn 
played a pivotal role in transforming a 
company crippled by war, lacking in 
direction and struggling for its indepen
dence into a successful global marque. 

Hahnemenn was born in 1912, four 
· years before the Bavarian Motor Works 
was founded . He was educated in 
Germany, but began his career in the 
United States, taking a job with General 
Motors. At this time , GM was the cradle 
of modern production methods and 
progressive business management. His 
training at GM was to have a lasting 
impact. 

After World War II , Hahnemenn 
became a distributor for Opel , GM 's 
German subsidiary. In the 1950s, he 
worked for Auto Union, a company, like 
BMW, that was devastated by the war. 

In 1961, Herbert Quandt, BMW's 
principal shareholder, persuaded 
Hahnemenn to join BMW. At the time, 
BMW was struggling to sell its 700 
model. In September of 1961, BMW 

Tires 
PLUS 

Discounters 
of HIGH 

,~,,~,~PERFORMANCE 
{1\rcs TIRES 
\.!,~Y\f & WHEELS 
PRICE: 
Low Discount Prices. 

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock 
- Pirelli, Goodyear, Yokohama, Bridge
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and 
Cooper. 
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales 
people; FREE tire mounting using 
European Tire Machines for Touchless 
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are 
hand torqued to manufacturer's specs. 

12540 N.E. 124th Street 
I(~ I Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

l~.i 811·9100 
c=i 13310 Bel-Red Road 

Bellevue (Next to Olympic 
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets) 

641 ·7300 
Sl,IOI illlllll cndit plM O . .U. widl no llOIC'f M . 

introduced the "New 
Range" at the Frankfurt 
Motor Show. The tides 
changed quickly and BMW 
found itself with a lot of 
unwanted 700s on its 
hands as the 1500 quickly 
gained popularity. 
Hahnemenn succeeded in 
pressuring the dealer net
work to clear out the inven
tory of 700s. Production 
was quickly switched over 
exclusively to the new 1500. 

Hahnemenn was a longtime board , 
member of BMW AG. He had two con
victions about the car business. First, 
that manufacturers are fifty percent 
dependent on their dealer organization. 
And second, that the consumer's per
ception of quality is more important 
than the actual product quality. This led 
BMW to turn itself into a truly modern 
business organization . Hahnemenn pro
moted BMW's excellent image and loyal 
customers. He also employed the army 
of excellent technicians on projects to 
fill market niches. He habit of filling the 
gaps in the market led to the nickname 
"niche Paul. " 

Hahnemenn's forthright personality, 
his outspoken and sometimes coarse 
manner of speaking, and his radical 
advocacy of modern sales and market
ing methods did not earn him universal 
popularity. But he changed the course 
of the company in his tenu re, from 
1961 to 1971. He left a modern orga-

nization with an up-to-date product line. 
The BMW press release on 

Hahnemenn says he left voluntarily, but 
in 1971 a new team took over at BMW. 
Whether he was forced out or not hard
ly matters. In 1971, the new CEO was 
Eberhard Kuenheim, who would rule 
BMW like a fiefdom for about 23 years. 
But the company had been positioned 
for growth. The Glas factory had been 
acquired which would become the huge 
Dingolfing factory. 

Shortly before leaving BMW, 
Hahnemenn built a monument to BMW, 
and perhaps to himself. At his urging, 
the Board decided to build the four 
cylinder building in Munich, that 
remains the headquarters of the com
pany. Many years later, Hahnemenn 
said , "If I take something on, I do so 
with total commitment, and I won 't let 
go of the task until it has been 
resolved ." That is a fitting description of 
Paul G. Hahnemenn 's work for BMW. 

RVICE CEN T 

Auto Detailing 
Meticulous Care for The Owner Who Expects It! 

Showroom Quality Results • We Protect Your Investments 
Only The Finest Products - Meguiar's 

10% Discount on Meguiar's Products fo r Club Members 

Downtown next to Freeway Park 

7th Ave (Hubbell Pl.) & Seneca 

Pick-Up & Delivery 
622-9800 

Member of Professional 

Detailing Association 
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Dan Patzer Lives 

Dan Patzer, long, long time club mem
ber and BMW mechanic (for 30 years 
now!), has moved his shop to Marysville. 
Bimmers Only still offers OEM parts and 
independent service. Dan's phone number 
is 425-743-2002. He claims to have the 
only BMW shop within earshot of sea lions 
on the beach, with eagles overhead and deer 
in the yard. 

Dan reports he attended Gateway Tech 
in St. Louis for the first time in a decade. 
He recommends it to all BMW fanatics 
with a mechanical inclination. He sadly 
reports that he did not hear the words com
pression, cam or carbs at this year's event. 
They were replaced with chip, GPS, emis
sions, and refrigerant. Oh, well. 

BMW's ITS 

By mid-1997, BMW will supplement the airbag system on the 7 and 5-series cars 
with their Inflatable Tubular Structure (ITS). The ITS is packaged in the car's roof 
rail and A-pillar. The same sensors that are used to set off the side airbags will trigger 
the ITS. The job of the ITS is to protect the heads of front seat occupants in a side 
impact. The ITS provides a cushion between the driver/passenger and the adjacent 
window. Initially developed to prevent head injuries in helicopter crashes, the ITS is 
made of woven Polyamid fiber. When inflated, the ITS is positioned diagonally across 
the side window. It stays inflated for several seconds to offer protection in case of 
secondary impacts or rollovers . The system's cost is nominal. Eventually, the system 
will be offered on the new 3-series. (Automobile) 

New 3-Series 
Styling of the next generation 

3-series differs little from 
the current model. The 
mechanical specifica
tions will also change 
little. The new 3 will 
be slightly longer to 
increase rear seat leg room. 
The widespread use of aluminum 
means no weight increase. In fact, 
the new car may be somewhat 
lighter. The four and six cylinder 

inline 
engine will continue. 

PREMIER 

While Mercedes will go to V6 
engines for more efficient packag
ing, BMW is sticking with inline 
engines. Th~ inline engines are 
super smooth. With a V6, even 
with a balance shaft, as Mercedes 
uses, the free moments of the sec
ond order (which admittedly are 
small) cannot be balanced. (I 
knew that.-Ed.) 

Europe will get the new 3 in 
early 1998, and North America 
will get it in fall 1998 as a 1999 
model. The sedan will come first 
with the coupe scheduled for a 
year later. Still later, the convert
ible and Touring versions will be 
released. (Road & Track) 

AUTO BODY 
FOREIGN CAR SPECIALISTS 

BMW FACTORY TRAINED 

206•343•2005 
FAX • 206•343•5247 

114 Westlake Ave. N. 
Seattle, WA 98109 
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Nuccio Bertone 
Guiseppe "Nuccio" Bertone 

has died at the age of 82. He 
joined his father's coachbuild
ing firm in 1933, after receiving 
an accounting degreee. Chief 
designers for the Bertone firm 
have included Franco 
Scaglione, Giorgetto Giugiaro 
and Marcello Gandini. Bertone 
produced many beautiful 
Italian-car designs, but only 
one BMW That was the 
3200CS Bertone. (MotorSport) 



Zil YS. SLH YS. Boxscer 
Now that Mercedes and Porsche 

have delivered their competitors to 
the Z3, all the car magazines are 
doing comparison tests. Fortunately, 
BMW got the 2.8 liter version of the 
Z3 out by the time the competition 
arrived. And how is the Z3 faring in 
these comparisons? Holding its own, 
but not winning. Most of the enthusi
asts' magazines have picked the 
Porsche as the best driver's car. But 
most magazines have noted the dis
tinctly different characters of the 
three cars. They're all German and all 
roadsters, but they differ a lot. 

Road & Track called the Boxster a 
purist's car. But then, all Porsches are 
that way. The Mercedes has that fold
ing metal roof, which some love and 
some hate. It sure takes away trunk 
space, but it provides security that a 
fabric top just can't. But the Mercedes 
is no enthusiast's car. The Z3 is a great 
driver, albeit not as pure a driver's car 
as the Porsche. But the Z3 seems to 
do everything well. 

Beauty is in the eye of the behold
er. Your editor-in-chief has now seen 
all three cars in person, and here's my 
take. I like the Z3 a lot. It's not per
fect, but it is a beautiful car. The SLK 
looks great in photos, but the one I 
saw was red and looked lousy. The 
rear end seemed way up in the air and 
the top is the same color as the body. 
It's a bit overwhelming. I thought the 
car looked quite awkward. I saw my 
first Boxster and liked it. The folding 
top looks oddly small compared to 
the body. But the body looks great. 

Which will be successful? I believe 
all three cars are going to be great 
successes for their makers. But from a 
business standpoint, I think BMW is 
going to win. Here's why. I think the 
Boxster will appeal mostly to tradi
tional Porsche owners. I think they 
will mostly steal sales from the 91 I . 
However, they may get buyers who 
can't or won't pay 91 I prices to buy 
the Boxster. The SLK begs the ques
tion, why buy an SL? The SLK is about 
the same size, is as quick and com
fortable, and has that roof. I think the 
main car hurt by the SLK will be the 
SL. Of course, they may get buyers 

that can't afford an SL. It also makes 
one wonder what they will do with 
the new SL to distinguish it. 

The BMW appeals to traditional 
BMW owners, but also will attract an 
awful lot of people who have never 
owned a BMW. In the vernacular of 
the industry, BMW will make a lot of 
conquest sales. BMW also has the 
broadest product range with the Z3; 
with I . 9, 2.8 and M Roadster versions 

available. BMW enjoys the other 
advantage of lower costs due to build
ing their roadster in the US. 

So who's the real winner here? 
Clearly, the consumer. We've never 
had such a wide variety of excellent 
German sports cars available to us. 
These are the good old days. 

All EuroR_ean Autowerk 

• Suspension & Brake Systems 
• Ti.Jne Ups to Complete Rebuilds 
• Emission Specialist 
•Clutch & Transmission 
•Electrical Troubleshooting 

BMW PORSCHE 
AUDI MERCEDES 

VOLVO VOLKSWAGEN 

325 Railroad Ave. South 
Kent, Wa. 98032 

206 859-8553 fax 859-3441 

,. .... ,fr . . . . . . ·I .,,al'"'. ,.: 
I . ., •• --- pas. d ct1ons 'IS ' . ,.~·•• .. "'lt6") rellro u 
~~thori?.ed tu\\ co~~[o~~\ archives. $ fj95 

B .. «W llroin ······ t.roll\ l'l aa2 series ............. .. 
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~fl..Mf!Ji,t?,sign 
Parts and accessories for BMW automobiles exclusively 
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Classified 
Marketplace 

Cars For Sale 
1995 318i Like new condition, 16,000 miles, full war
ranty and 24 hour roadside assistance. Red on tan. 
Factory alloys, CD changer, sunroof. Maintained by the 
book at BMW Northwest. $23,500. Please call John at 
360-866-6533 or Cindi at 360-709-0630. 

1992 325i four door. Silver with light gray leather inte
rior. Automatic, sunroof, traction control, six disc CD 
changer, alarm. 60,000 mile service, new tires. No 
excuses. $21,500. Call Sean @ 206-386-8010 ore
mail sean@bayside.com. 

1984 633CSi Bahama beige, tan leather. All original, 
rare five speed, 147,000 miles. Last year's concours 
winner, car is in excellent condition. All repair records 
available. $10,900. Please call Steve at 206-641-5613. 

1981 635CSi Polaris, black leather. Euro sports version 
with close ratio five speed, front and rear factory spoil
ers and factory Recaros. Modifications include front and 
rear Suspension Techniques bars, 15 inch BBS wheels 
with Michelin XGTs, short shift kit, Bilstein struts. 
Excellent conditions with 126,000 miles. $12,900. 
Please call Steve at 206-641-5613. 

1973 3.0CS Coupe Club member must part with pride 
and joy to pay medical expenses. Buckskin, cloth/vinyl 
tan perfect interior, sheepskin covers, power windows, 
automatic, 50,000 on rebuilt, recently tuned engine. 
Good tires, all gauges on panel work including clock. 
Excellent working classic, ready for restoration. $8,500 
firm. 1985 Audi 5000s Four door, white, automatic, 
leather interior, 109,000 miles, new transmission, new 
brakes, AM/FM cassette, all power options. $2,350 
OBO. Please call Keith about either car 206-527-2708. 

1971 2002 Atlantic blue with black leather. Four speed, 
sunroof. New Michelins, garaged, completely stock, 
very nice. $3,750 OBO. Scott work 206-860-1680, 
home 206-337-1428. 
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Parts For Sale 
AC Schnitzer body kit. New, original. For all 1989 to 
1996 BMW 5-series, E34. Front and rear spoiler only. 
$950 OBO. Contact: 206-623-6838 or e-mail 
hhonoris@seattleu.edu. 

BBS wheels for 1987 to 1991 M3. Mesh style 15 x 7 
with 30mm offset. Beautiful condition. Set of 4. $375. 
206-328-3316. 

Good Stuff. Pioneer tape deck and 12 disc CD changer, 
$450. Springs for coil-over set-ups, form $40 to $60 
each. Sony tape deck, new $250. M3 E30 strut housing 
with hub, two years old, $1,400 (new $2,700). M3 E30 
intake cam and exhaust sprocket (stock) in good condi
tion, $300. Some light fixtures for the house type 
floods, HPS SOW, 120V and fluorescent fixtures ceiling 
and wall mounted type (pl-13W lamps) from $20 to 
$50 each. Please call Louie at 206-525-2353. 

BBS Sport wheels for E30 325iX (offset different than 
other E30s). Set of three. $250 each OBO. Richard 206-
384-3515. 

BMW BBS wheels For E30 3-series, 14 inch, alloys, no 
longer available from BMW. $750 OBO. Mark at 206-
799-5464. 

Wanted 
Good seats for a 2002 or stock seats from a 320iS. Tan 
or black. Call Brett at 702-0222 or 
bhelsel@wolfenet.com. 

Miscellaneous 
1994 SeaRay Signature Bow Rider 18 1/2 feet, new in 
'95, 180 HP V6, 1/0, full canvas package, galvanized 
trailer, low hours, full warranty to June 2000, mint 
condition, must sell. $14,000 OBO. Ask for Jeff at 206-
623-8801. 

B 
PARTS 

SERVICE 
823-1212 

Gordon Kortlever 
GMW Specialist 
Pete Jackson 

Service Consultant 

Ultimate Service for the 
Ultimate Driving Machine 
13635 N. E. 126th Place 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
Telephone (206) 823-1212 

Deadline lor the June Issue 
is May 23. 

Classified Advertising Policy: 
Classfied ads are free to mem
bers in good standing (paid up 
dues) . There is a $10 fee to non
members. Photo classifieds are 
$1 5 to non-members . Zundfolge 
staff reserves the right to edit all 
classified ads. Ads must be typed 
or neatly printed and sent to 
Zundfolge, c/o Lucectta Lightfoot, 
2641 39th Ave. W., Seattle, WA 
98199. Attn; Classfied Ads. Make 
checks payable to BMW ACA. 



r-----------------------------------------------, 

Service Specials l 
L-----------------------------------------------~ 
r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

BMW Service Inspection I or II 
Determined by the Service Interval indicator in your vehicle or at approximately 15,000-mile or 12-month intervals. 

Ask your Service Advisor for details. 

This service includes: 
All operations recommended by BMW. A complete listing of operations for your vehicle can be found in your 

Owner's Service Warranty information Manual- or ask your Service Advisor for a BMW Inspection II Service 
Maintenance checklist. 

15°/o OFF LABOR & PARTS 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J 

r--------------------------------------, r-----------------------------------------------------, 

Free Loaner Special BMW Annual Body Inspection 

This coupon is good for a free loaner 
during all scheduled Inspection I, II,or 

other recommended maintenance services. 

To maintain your BMW 6-year rust perforation warranty. 

This service includes : 
•Inspect the body and undercarriage 

•Clean and reapply undercoating as required. 
I 

Call your Service Advisor for details. l 
(No charge with this coupon .) 

I 
I 
I 

L--------------------------------------J 

Perfection In Detail 

r----------------------------------------------------------------, 

Floor Mats 
Any model BMW through 1989. 

I 

L----------------------------------------------------------------J 

13617 Northup Way NE 
Bellevue, WA 98005 
(206) 643-4544 
(206) 643-1027 (Fax) 

Service & Parts Department Hours: 
8 am to 6 pm Monday - Friday, 9 am to 5 pm Saturday 

We honor all BMW manufacturer's warranties ... 
regardless of where you purchased your vehicle. 

I 
I 
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Courtesy Shuttle 
Saturday Service 
Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff 
Competitive Pricing 

SPRING 
SERVICE SPECIALS 

M3 MODELS INSPECTION I SERVICE 
INSPECTION II SERVICE 

$216 
$260 

15-20S NE 90th-,.· Redrn6nd;:WA:9.8052:.. ·:: --: ·:-: 535 MODELS INSPECTION I SERVICE 
INSPECTION II SERVICE 

$188 
$212 (20~) . 88·1.·-.~8-24. f ax '(~O~) .86~---~49.5 . · · "" ·. ">>:-: 

. . . ' . 
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Discounts for Ciub Members Avaiiable .. " ·. . . . .. 
Check out our website: WWW.redmoridmcito·r~p?t.t.co!1:1 Send.us your inquiries and suggestions via e-mail at: REDSPORT @NWLINK.COM 
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Puget Sound Region 
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