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Hi Steve R,

Dads have become a meme. We apply a “dad” label to anything that seems out-of-date
or out-of-touch. AC/DC, Van Halen, Led Zeppelin and the likes have become Dad Rock.
Still rockin’ those cargo shorts and baseball hats? Yep, Dad Shorts and Dad Hats. An
unoriginal or groaner pun went from being a bad joke to a Dad Joke. Any man carrying
a few extra pounds has a Dad Bod and I'm pretty sure any film with a battleship or
submarine is a Dad Movie, lol.

For the most part, these terms aren’t mean-spirited, laying more in the realm of playful
joshing, and illustrate a modern version of the “relatable dad” archetype. This labeling
points to an evolution of how caricatured dads are perceived. Gone is the exaggerated
image of the authoritarian patriarch who was mostly absent from raising children, and
good riddance for that. That said, | do hope the dad image grows out of its current
dumpy-and-bumbling-oaf stereotype.
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With Father’s Day approaching, I'd like to suggest that you send your Dad a letter
instead of a tie. In my own experience as a dad, | can assure you that a store-bought
gift never says “| appreciate you” as much as simply saying, “| appreciate you.”

So here’s my gift to my dad:
Dad,

Thanks for putting in the time. | didn't appreciate that when | was a kid, but | do
now. Thanks for letting me observe you frame walls in the basement without
setting out to teach me carpentry. And when | got bored watching you hang
drywall, you let me run off to do kid stuff.

I thought it was cool to hold the strobe light thing while you adjusted the timing
on your car.

You took me to see Jaws when | was probably too young, and | loved it.

I can’t imagine how hard it was being a single dad in the 1970s. You woke us up
in the middle of the night to take us with you when you needed to solve a
computer problem at work. But you remembered to bring crayons so we could
color on reams of dot-matrix printer paper while you did hours of debugging. And
keeping crayons in those magnetic tape storage cases made me a cool kid at
school.

You took us camping in the back of a truck with a camper shell. In order for us to
sleep comfortably, you built a plywood bunk bed with a cushion for me to lie
across. | loved that bed. In the morning you fixed us instant oatmeal on a camp
stove.

Thanks for coaching my little league baseball team when no other dad would.
We never seemed to win, but you made sure that every kid on the team played



and felt important. It was a blast. | don’t know how you managed it all.

I never felt inadequate because you couldn’t afford fancy gifts for Christmas, and
honestly, my favorite meals were the nights when you served up a plate of Kraft
Mac & Cheese.

Through it all, you taught me strength, patience, kindness, and understanding.

Happy Father’s Day. But remember, if it weren’t for me, you wouldn't even be a
father!

Ugh....I just couldn’t help ending that with a dad joke.

Hey friends, | hope this inspires you to reflect on the impact your father or any other
father figure has had on your life and to take a moment to tell them about it.

Have a great month,

Steve

End-grain Cutting Board Guide

End-grain Cutting Board. Step by Step.

There’s a theory that if an infinite number of woodworkers are placed in an infinite
workshop, eventually they will all emerge with a cutting board. Trust me, it's science.

I've made my share of cutting boards and there’s no shortage of cutting board videos
on YouTube, but it didn’t seem like there was one definitive resource. So | created
The Ultimate Guide to Making an End Grain Cutting Board.
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Cutting boards make great gifts, aren’t particularly difficult to make, offer a lot of
creativity, and will challenge your attention to detail. Give it a shot!

Community Highlight
Workshop transformation

Back in 2017, as David was getting into
woodworking, he found my channel on YouTube
and shortly thereafter joined The Weekend
Woodworker. He loved the course and kindly
described his experience in this testimonial video.

Fast forward to the present day, he has
transformed his first woodworking space (an empty
garage) into an amazing workshop, complete with
a framed copy of his course certificate, and has his
own woodworking YouTube channel.

Great job, David! We're sorry you have to move
but we can't wait to see your new shop!

This Month’s Member Projects

Check out these vibrant projects built by a few of our Weekend Workshop and
Weekend Woodworker members!

Growing Obsession

Got some free time this weekend? How
about making some raised beds?

Weekend Woodworker member Myrrah
began her woodworking journey because
she wanted some raised beds and now
she’s obsessed. And | think I’'m obsessed
with this bright red bench!
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Functional Outdoor Seating

Speaking of bright red outdoor furniture,
how about this chair and table unit Joe
made? It's practical, fun, and looks really
comfortable.

Marble Maze

Inspired by an old video on my channel,
Jeff turned his scrap pile into marble
labyrinths — great entertainment for rainy
days or long car rides!

He created his own designs and gifted
them to his nieces and nephews. Well
done!

Thanks for reading,

- Steve

P.S. If you are new this month, you can read last month’s issue of Notes From the Shop
here.

Can’t get enough WWMM? Subscribe on YouTube or connect on Instagram or

Facebook.

Looking to share this newsletter with others? Have them subscribe here or share this
web version of the newsletter.
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