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Hi Steve R,

Well, that happened. We’ve made it to the end of 2020.

Last week, Chad and I had a meeting to discuss the direction we’d like to see our
podcast take. We brainstormed things we’d like to try, guests we’d like to invite, as well
as the overall structure of the show, and agreed that continuing to let it evolve
organically is a good approach. But the most important consideration was to Keep
Moving Forward.

I thought about 2020 and the power of those three words. Keep Moving Forward. I want
it to be a mantra in 2021. Moving forward is about focusing attention on things we can
control, setting goals, and making plans to achieve them. Instead of wallowing in the
frustration and craziness of 2020, we acknowledge the past and use it as a tool to help
guide us into the future.

I recently got a note from Devon who got laid off from his job earlier in the year. He said
that he fell into a bout of depression for a couple of months “fueled on by spending
more and more time on social media and its rabbit hole of negativity”. In July he
decided he needed something better to occupy his time and began cleaning out his
garage. “I just wanted something to kill time. It was a monumental task, but something I
could measure progress each day.” Among the clutter were a few power tools he hadn’t
used in years, and an idea struck him.
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He traded in the endless scrolling of Twitter and Facebook feeds for what he called a
“newfound obsession/mania with woodworking videos”. He set up a small area of the
garage as a shop space, bought a few new tools, and started building. His first project
was the Basic Mobile Workbench, and he’s been building ever since. Now he’s talking
to his wife about expanding his corner of the garage. Keep Moving Forward, Devon!

Throughout this year I’ve seen so many examples of people moving forward. More
people than ever have taken up woodworking and spent time setting up new
workshops. I’ve seen you build your first projects and set goals for amazing new
projects. I’ve seen long-time woodworkers tackling new challenges. We Keep Moving
Forward.

Do you enjoy spending hours researching and shopping for tools you dream about? Do
you get caught up watching video after video about new joinery techniques you want to
try? Will this be your first year to give friends and family gifts that you’ve made? Way to
go! Moving forward is a great antidote to the depression, frustration, fatigue,
exhaustion, and anger that we’ve all experienced this year. Keep. Moving. Forward.

***

Looking for gift ideas? Oh, we’ve got lots! A few weeks ago I set up a photo album and
invited you to contribute your projects. In the album, you’ll find some awesome ideas
that should keep you busy in your own Santa’s Workshop. And if you have any gift
projects you’d like to upload, please do! It’s really fun browsing through all of them.

***

BTW, if you haven’t listened to my new podcast, Chad and Steve Have A Podcast,
give it a listen! You can listen everywhere, including Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and
YouTube. Last week we had a conversation with Matthias Wandel that you will
definitely enjoy. I’m sure many of you are fans of his work.

Have a great month,
Steve

HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATES
The Weekend Woodworker Holiday Gift Certificates are on sale!

Looking for a fun gift for the holidays? Want to share your love of woodworking with
others? Now you can gift the joy of The Weekend Woodworker to those you love with
a holiday gift certificate!
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With a few clicks, you can order your gift and have a personalized certificate delivered
directly to your inbox. Order now because gift certificates are only available until
December 18th!

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Wooden Snowflakes

So many people have been making these snowflakes since I posted this video a
couple of weeks ago! This is a fun, easy method for making big batches of wooden
snowflakes...and each batch will be completely unique. All you need is a table saw
and some scrap wood. Give it a shot!

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHT

Andrew, a member of The Weekend Woodworker, has built and sold these adorable
reindeer and snowmen decorations for the last six years. In addition to making a great
gift for the recipient, he and his wife donate all of the proceeds to The Harefield
Hospital, where Andrew received a lung transplant six years ago. To date, they have
donated over £8,000.

What an awesome way to get in the shop and help others. Keep up the good work,
Andrew!
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Beautiful projects built by course members

Check out a few of the great projects course members built this month!

 

Personalized Harmony
Bench

Adam added a beautiful
personalized touch to his Garden
Harmony bench, the second project
of The Weekend Woodworker.

The Ultimate 4-in-1
Mobile Workstation

Scott, a member of all three of my
courses, combined four projects
from The Weekend Workshop to
create this awesome mobile
workstation. This is a perfect
solution for those without the ability
to wall-mount storage!

https://theweekendwoodworker.com/signup/
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“Mineful” Storage

Larry, a member of Powered Up,
used his skills to design and build
this super cool Minecraft-style
chest. What a creative and useful
project!

Happy Holidays, everyone.

- Steve

P.S. If you are new this month, you can read last month’s issue of Notes From the Shop
here.

Can’t get enough WWMM? Subscribe on YouTube or connect on Instagram or
Facebook.

Looking to share this newsletter with others? Have them subscribe here or share this
web version of the newsletter.
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