
Arizona: The Grand Canyon State

Arizona is one of the most geographically and geologically diverse states in America. Its landscape is famously defined by red-rock canyons, cactus-studded des-
ert and majestic buttes—but the nation’s sixth-largest state also is home to snow-capped peaks, alpine lakes and roaring rivers. Arizona is where you’ll find the 
world’s deepest dam, best-preserved meteor crater and largest contiguous ponderosa pine forest.

Arizona’s topography is dramatic, and temperatures can fluctuate over 30 degrees from low to high elevations, and between day and night. Whether you are 
heading out for a scenic drive or preparing for a backpacking trip, know what to expect before you go. Real-time Arizona road conditions are available at 
AZ511.gov. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES

More than 70 percent of Arizona’s land is managed by federal, state and tribal agencies. Below is a list of agencies that can provide information about recreat-
ing on public lands in the state. You can visit their websites for details about things to do, lodging options and regulations. 

Arizona Office of Tourism
The Arizona Office of Tourism is the official resource for travelers planning or considering a visit to the Grand Canyon State. Find information about attractions, 
activities and events—and read articles about Arizona’s hidden gems and seasonal must-see’s—at www.visitarizona.com.

Arizona State Parks & Trails
Arizona has 35 state parks, and recreational opportunities within them include camping, hiking, watersports and fishing. Several parks preserve lands and build-
ings important to Arizona’s history. Make reservations for cabins, camping and tours at www.azstateparks.com.

Arizona Game and Fish Department
The Arizona Game and Fish Department manages 35 wildlife areas and six fish hatcheries throughout the state, conserving habitat for various wildlife species 
and proving wildlife-watching opportunities for the public. For more information, visit www.azgfd.gov.

National Park Service
Arizona is home to 22 national parks and monuments—more than any other state in the U.S. The NPS safeguards these public lands with the help of volunteers 
and park partners. Find out more about Arizona’s national parks and monuments at www.nps.gov/state/az.

Bureau of Land Management
The BLM sustains the health and productivity of public lands across the U.S. In Arizona, the BLM administers more than 12 million acres of such land, much of 
which is open for recreational use. For information about exploring BLM lands in Arizona, visit www.blm.gov/az.

USDA Forest Service
Arizona has six national forests, ranging from the “sky islands” along the U.S.-Mexico border to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. For information about 
camping, hiking, biking, birding and off-roading in the Forest Service’s Southwestern Region, visit www.fs.usda.gov/r3.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
This federal agency is responsible for conserving and managing the nation’s fish and wildlife resources. Arizona has nine National Wildlife Refuges and two 
National Fish Hatcheries. Learn more about both at www.fws.gov/southwest.

Tribal Lands
Some of Arizona’s most beautiful scenery and iconic attractions are located on American Indian tribal lands. Each of the 22 tribes within the state establishes its 
own rules for visitors. Before visiting a tribal land, it’s a good idea to contact the tribe to learn about etiquette and guidelines. For general information about 
Tribes visit www.visitarizona.com.
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Please check with the appropriate land management 
agency for current conditions, hours of operation, 
site regulations, and permit requirements.

For accurate, up-to-date information on local 
highways, public transportation options, tourism, 
airport info, and current travel conditions, dial 511 
or visit www.az511.gov.
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