
Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 1 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

 

Cultural Heritage  

    
 

 

Arizona has a unique landscape full of canyons and caves formed by prehistoric phenomena.  These 

canyons, caves, and fossils influenced Native American culture and customs.  Far from the teepees or 

lodges seen elsewhere in the country, Arizona is home to many well-preserved cliff dwellings, pit 

houses, and petroglyph sites, where the ancestral tribes of Arizona lived, worked, and worshipped.  

Centuries later, the Spanish conquistadors and missionaries established presidios and missions, forever 

changing the cultural and religious landscape of the area.  As a part of New Spain, Arizona became part 

of independent Mexico in 1821 following the Mexican Revolution, until the Mexican-American War and 

the Gadsden Purchase added the territory to the US in the mid-1800s.  Before long, miners with gold 

fever began prospecting the land in hopes of striking at rich; pioneers seeking religious freedom spread 

throughout the territory in hopes of finding peace; and ranchers looking for a prosperous life beyond 

the ruins of a country ravaged by Civil War became the cowboys of legend.  Unfortunately, the US’s 

period of westward expansion was also fraught with conflict, and US Army forts began to dot the 

landscape, as they attempted to bring the area, including the Native Americans and lawless gunslingers, 

under US dominion.  Finally, on February 14, 1912, Arizona became the 48th State in the US.  This list of 

sites pertaining to these people and events is in no way exhaustive but gives a good foundation to 

experience Arizona’s rich history throughout the state. 
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Prehistoric:              

 

Northern Arizona: 
 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Grand Canyon 

National Park — Unique combinations of geologic color 

and erosional forms decorate a canyon that is 277 river 

miles (446km) long, up to 18 miles (29km) wide, and a 

mile (1.6km) deep. The sedimentary rocks exposed 

throughout the canyon are rich with marine fossils such 

as crinoids, brachiopods, and sponges with several layers 

containing terrestrial fossils such as leaf and dragonfly 

wing impressions, and footprints of scorpions, 

centipedes, and reptiles. Ancient fossils preserved in the 

rock layers range from algal mats and microfossils from Precambrian Time (1,200 million to 740 million 

years ago) to a multitude of body and trace fossils from the Paleozoic Era (525 million to 270 million 

years ago).  Visitors will not find dinosaur fossils in the Grand Canyon because the rocks of the canyon 

are older than the oldest known dinosaurs. Based on archeological evidence, hunter-gatherers passed 

through the canyon 10,000 or more years ago. The ancestral Puebloan people have lived in and around 

the Canyon for several thousand years, leaving behind dwellings, garden sites, food storage areas, and 

artifacts. Modern tribes still consider the Grand Canyon to be their homeland.  

 Tel: (928) 638-7888 

 Northwestern Arizona 

 

PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK: Petrified Forest National Park — Within an area of colorful and 

strangely eroded badlands is a paleontological wonderland of trees that have turned to stone and 

fossilized animal bones from 225 million years ago. At the northern end of the park is the Painted 

Desert, a vast area of purple, red and orange sediments which form colorful badlands. Facilities include 

the Rainbow Forest museum, two picnic areas, curio 

shops and a restaurant. The park also has a program 

that provides an introduction to paleontology field 

work.  The Fossil Dig program is part of the Petrified 

Forest Field Institute offered by the Petrified Forest 

Museum Association.  The one-day excursion includes a 

behind-the-scenes tour of the Park’s fossil collections 

and the chance to go on a fossil dig with the pros.  This 

is a real paleontological dig, not a simulation, and 

collected specimens become part of the park’s museum 

collection. 

Tel: (928) 524-6228  

1 Park Rd, Petrified Forest National Park, AZ 86028 

 

Rachel Simmons 

 

NPS 

https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org/classes/
https://www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org/classes/
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TUBA CITY: Moenkopi Dinosaur Tracks — Located on the Navajo Nation 

in northeastern Arizona, the tracks were formed on what was once a 

sandy beach during the Mesozoic Era.  The site includes a variety of 

dinosaur tracks trailing in different directions.  The tracks have been 

verified by paleontologists, and a fossilized dinosaur skeleton was 

discovered nearby more than 70 years ago. 

U.S. Hwy 160, Tuba City, AZ 86045 (At the crossroad of U.S. Hwy 

160/Moenave Rd.) 

 

WINSLOW: Meteor Crater — The Meteor Crater is renowned as 

best preserved and first proven meteorite impact site on Earth.  

Located just off of Route 66 Meteor Crater is the breath-taking 

result of a collision between an asteroid traveling at 26,000 

miles per hour and Planet Earth approximately 50,000 years ago.  

The Meteor Crater Interactive Discovery Center contains many 

exciting interactive displays and exhibits, making it the most 

extensive and informative museum of its type on earth. 

Tel: (928) 289-5898 

Interstate 40, Exit 233, Winslow, AZ 86047 USA 

 

Southern Arizona: 
 

BENSON: Kartchner Caverns State Park 

is home to a wet, “live” cave with 

stunning limestone formations that 

continue to grow in the darkness. The 

caverns host some of the world’s most 

diverse minerals and formations, such 

as icicle-like stalactites and giant 

stalagmites reaching up from the 

ground, sometimes meeting to form a 

massive column.  The Discovery Center’s exhibits showcase the area’s geology, ecology, paleontology, 

archaeology, and history.  Bones, many from extinct animals, were discovered during the caverns’ 

development.  Evidence of human habitation on the park property is also displayed. Original 86,000-

year-old sloth bones and a 36,000-year-old horse skull are displayed in the Discovery Center, as well as 

small bones from bear, extinct antelope, bobcat, ringtail cat, and rabbit. 

 Tel: (520) 586-4100 

 2980 Arizona 90, Benson, AZ 85602 

 

 

Arizona State Parks and Trails 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://meteorcrater.com/
https://azstateparks.com/kartchner
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SIERRA VISTA: San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area — 

Containing about 40 miles of the upper San Pedro River, this site is 

home to a rare remnant of the desert riparian ecosystem as well as 

significant archaeological and cultural sites.  One of the most 

popular sites in the area is the Murray Springs Clovis Site.  People 

belonging to what is now called the Clovis Culture first arrived in 

this area 11,000 years ago and were the earliest known inhabitants 

of North America.  Named after the distinctive and beautifully 

crafted Clovis spear points they made, they were expert hunters of 

the large mammals of the last Ice Age.  An interpretive trail leads 

visitors through the site, where they can find a nine-panel exhibit 

including displays of two killsites and one campsite.  

 Tel: (520) 439-6400 

N Moson Rd, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

Native American:             
 

Northern Arizona: 
 

BEASLEY FLAT: Mindeleff Cavates — The array of caves across the Verde River from the Beasley Flat Day 

Use Area is known as the Mindeleff Cavate Lodge Group, named after Cosmos Mindeleff, a surveyor and 

architectural draftsman who recorded the site on his seminal survey of Verde River ruins. The site 

consists of 98 hand carved caves and 367 rooms connected by tunnels. 

 Beasley Flat, AZ 86322 

  

CAMP VERDE: Montezuma Castle National 

Monument — Montezuma Castle is one of the 

best-preserved cliff dwellings in North America.  

This 20 room high-rise apartment, nestled into 

a towering limestone cliff, tells a story of 

ingenuity, survival and ultimately, prosperity in 

an unforgiving desert landscape.  Visitors can 

take an easy 1/3-mile trail to a peaceful grove, 

where they can view the 900-year-old legacy of 

the ancient Sinagua culture. The National 

Monument is also home to other ruins, such as 

rockshelters, pueblos, and irrigation systems. **Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the 

Montezuma National Monument and the Tuzigoot National Monument.  No need to pay twice.**  

Tel: (928) 567-3322 ext 221 

Montezuma Castle Rd, Camp Verde, AZ 86322 

 

Christine Charrow 

https://www.blm.gov/visit/san-pedro
https://www.explorecochise.com/Murray-Springs-Clovis-Site
http://sedonaverdevalley.org/mindeleff-cavates/
https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
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CHINLE: Canyon de Chelly — Located in northeastern Arizona on the 

Navajo Nation, Canyon De Chelly (pronounced de shay, meaning “in 

the rock”) is known for its rugged beauty, history, and Navajo 

culture. The 84,000 acre monument sits at an elevation of 5500 feet 

and showcases impressive ancient ruins built into the steep 

sandstone canyons. The canyon walls also display ancient 

petroglyphs and pictographs. From the canyon floor, the towering 

monolith of Spider Rock stands 800 feet above the canyon floor and 

is regarded as the center of the Navajo universe, making this a 

sacred place to the Navajo people.  A guide is not necessary to hike 

the White House Ruins trail.  Self-guided driving tours also provide 

incredible canyon views. 

 Tel: (928) 674-5500 

Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Chinle, AZ 86503 

 

CLARKDALE: Tuzigoot National Monument — Crowning a desert hilltop 

are the remains of a 110-room, multi-level pueblo that shows us an 

ancient village built by the Sinagua people. The Sinaguas were farmers 

and artists with trade connections that spanned hundreds of miles. This 

pueblo site includes a 1/3-mile path that takes visitors to the ancient 

village plaza, around the ruins, into the citadel of the pueblo, and then 

onto the top-story roof.  The first buildings in the pueblo were built 

around AD 1000, and the site was inhabited until around AD 1400. 

**Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the Montezuma 

Naitional Monument and the Tuzigoot National Monument.  You do 

not need to pay twice.**   

 Tel: (928) 634-5564 

 25 Tuzigoot Rd, Clarkdale, AZ 86324 

 

FLAGSTAFF: Museum of Northern Arizona — The Museum of Northern Arizona is considered to be 

Northern Arizona's premier museum to learn 

about Native cultures, tribal life, and traditional 

arts and stories of the surrounding region. 

Interactive exhibits feature geology, natural 

history, anthropology, and archaeology of the 

Colorado Plateau.  The Museum is also home to 

several annual heritage festivals, including the 

Zuni Festival, Hopi Festival, and Navajo Festival.  

Tel: (928) 774-5213 

3101 N Ft Valley Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

 

Larry D. Fellows 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.nps.gov/cach/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuzi/index.htm
https://musnaz.org/
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Flagstaff CVB 

 

FLAGSTAFF: Walnut Canyon National Park — Hundreds 

of years ago, the Sinagua Indians arrived at Walnut 

Canyon with new ideas and skills including masonry. 

They built more than 300 small cliff rooms in the 

recesses of the canyon's limestone walls, the ruins of 

which still stand.  The visitor’s center and hiking trails 

are located within the monument.  No camping 

facilities are available in the park, but a picnic area is 

provided. The main trail involves a climb of 185 ft. on a 

stairway.  

Tel: (928) 526-3367 

3 Walnut Canyon Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86004  

 

FLAGSTAFF: Wupatki National Monument preserves 

dozens of ancestral Puebloan villages between the 

Painted Desert and ponderosa highlands of northern 

Arizona.  Ancient pueblos dot red-rock outcroppings 

across miles of prairie. This place was once a bustling 

hub where the people of the Northern Sinagua, 

Cohonina, Kayenta, and Hohokam archeological 

culture groups built pueblos, raised families, farmed, 

traded, and thrived among these seemingly barren 

hills and washes.  

Tel: (928) 679-2365 

25137 N Sunset Crater-Wupatki Loop Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

 

 FORT APACHE: Kinishba Ruins — Located approximately four miles west of Fort Apache, the Kinishba 

Ruins National Historic Landmark is a satellite resource of the Fort Apache Historic Park. Occupied by 

Zuni and Hopi ancestors until about AD 1400, the village was excavated and partly reconstructed in the 

1930s by archaeologist Byron Cummings. In 1993, the site was placed on Congress’s “Priority 1” list of 

threatened National Historic Landmarks. Stabilization work supported by grants from the Arizona 

Heritage Fund (administered by Arizona State Parks) and the “Save America’s Treasures” program 

(administered by the National Park Service) has allowed the Tribe to preserve this important site. 

**Visitors to Kinishba Ruins must check in at the museum at Fort Apache Historic Park, where 

interpretive guides are available. Admission to the museum and historic park includes access to the 

ruins.** 

Tel: (928) 338-4625 

 127 Scout St, Fort Apache, AZ 85926 

 

 

Flagstaff CVB 

https://www.nps.gov/waca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wupa/index.htm
http://www.wmat.nsn.us/fortapachepark.htm
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FREDONIA: Pipe Spring National Monument — 

Beneath vermilion cliffs, Ancestral Puebloans, 

Kaibab Paiutes, Mormon ranchers, plants, 

animals, and many others depended on the life-

giving water found at the desert oasis at Pipe 

Spring.  In 1923, it became of the earliest 

National Park sites set aside for its cultural and 

historic value.  Today, the monument preserves 

the history of ancient and western life at the 

center of one of the most dramatic landscapes 

in the United States. Visitors can learn about 

settler and Kaibab Paiute life by exploring the museum, historic fort and cabins, garden, and Ridge Trail.  

Guests can visit with rangers, meet ranch animals, and attend living history demonstrations and talks. 

 Tel: (928) 643-7105 

406 Pipe Springs Rd, Fredonia, AZ 86022 

 

GANADO: Hubbell Trading Posts National Historic 

Site is the oldest operating trading post on the 

Navajo Nation.  Hubbell Trading Post has been 

serving Ganado by selling goods and Native 

American Art since 1878.  Visitors can take a stroll 

around the homestead to see the sheep, horses, 

chicken, historic barn, farming equipment, and the 

two Navajo hogans.  They can also walk the 

Veterans Trail along the Pueblo Colorado Wash and 

take in the natural beauty of the landscape.  The 

trading post is still open for business, and the trader still purchases handmade crafts directly from artists 

at the trading post.  The rug and jewelry room has a great selection of authentic Navajo rugs and other 

southwest Native American arts and crafts for sale.  

 Tel: (928) 755-3475  

 1/2 Mile W Hwy 191, Ganado, AZ 86505 

 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Tusayan Ruin and Museum is operated by Grand Canyon National 

Park. This ruin is one of more than 4000 archaeological sites recorded within Grand 

Canyon National Park. Tree ring dates indicate that people began construction of Tusayan 

Pueblo around AD 1185. The style of buildings and artifacts is the ancestral Puebloan culture.  A trail 

takes visitors around the village, which includes a ceremonial chamber called a kivaa, living area, storage 

rooms, and a farming area.   

 3 miles west of the Desert View Watchtower, Grand Canyon National Park, AZ 86023 

 

 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.nps.gov/pisp/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hutr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hutr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm#CP_JUMP_1885774
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
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KYKOTSMOVI VILLAGE: The Hopi village of Oraibi is the oldest continuously-inhabited Native American 

settlement in the United States. Oraibi (o-REI-bei) pueblo was established between AD 900 and 1000 on 

a mesa 55 miles north of Winslow, in Navajo County, AZ. The village was discovered in 1540 by Pedro de 

Tovar, a lieutenant of Coronado. The mission of San Francisco, established on the site in 1629, was 

destroyed in the Pueblo revolt of 1680, and today, the ruins of the mission stand in contrast to old stone 

and newer cinder block houses.  For centuries, Oraibi was the most important pueblo of the Hopi 

Indians, but because of economic disturbances and internal dissension, many of the inhabitants left in 

1907 to form the pueblos of Hotevilla and Bacavi. Oraibi, also called Old Oraibi, is still home to members 

of the tribe. Visitors are welcome, but residents are private and it’s polite to ask before snapping a 

photo. 

 Oraibi, Kykotsmovi Village, AZ 86039 

 

SEDONA: Honanki Heritage Site and its sister site, Palatki, were the largest cliff dwellings of the Red 

Rock country between AD 1150 and 1350. The Sinagua, ancestors of the Hopi, lived here preparing 

meals, raising their families, and making tools from stone, leather, and wood.  Dr. Jesse Walter Fewkes, 

famous turn-of-the-century archaeologist from the Smithsonian Institution, gave them the Hopi names 

of Honanki (Badger House) and Palatki (Red House). The Hopi, however, have no specific names for 

these sites. 

11750 N Loy Butte Rd, Sedona, AZ 86336 

 

SEDONA: Palatki Heritage Site and its sister site, Honanki, were the largest cliff dwellings of the Red 

Rock country between AD 1150 and 1350. The Sinagua, ancestors of the Hopi, lived here preparing 

meals, raising their families, and making tools from stone, leather, and wood.  Dr. Jesse Walter Fewkes, 

famous turn-of-the-century archaeologist from the Smithsonian Institution, gave them the Hopi names 

of Honanki (Badger House) and Palatki (Red House). The Hopi, however, have no specific names for 

these sites.  Palatki Heritage Site has a visitor center and three trails, including one trail that takes you 

up to the Sinagua Cliff Dwellings, one that takes you to a view of the dwellings and a third that goes to 

the alcoves that shelter petroglyphs from every native culture to ever occupy the Verde Valley. The area 

next to the cliff dwelling is limited to ten visitors at a time. Reservations are strongly encouraged. 

Tel: (928) 282-3854 

Forest Road 795 Sedona AZ 86336, Sedona, AZ 86336 

 

SHONTO: Navajo National Monument consists of three non-contiguous monuments all located within 

the Navajo Nation in Northeastern Arizona. Betatakin and Keet Seel are open for guided tours during the 

summer season. Call to make a reservation for the Keet Seel tour. Inscription House has been closed to 

visitation since 1968, as it is a very fragile site.  The Ancestral Puebloans built these Tsegi Phase villages 

within the natural sandstone alcoves of the canyons between AD 1250 and 1300. These cliff dwellings 

boast original architectural elements such as roof beams, masonary walls, rock art, and hand and foot 

holds.  Three self-guided rim trails offer views of the canyon, the forest, and the cliff dwellings. 

Tel: (928) 672-2700 

Highway 564, Shonto, AZ 86054 

 

https://www.visitarizona.com/cities/northern/old-oraibi/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55318&actid=119
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55368&actid=119
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/recarea/?recid=55368
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55318&actid=119
https://www.nps.gov/nava/index.htm
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SPRINGERVILLE: Casa Malpais is the premiere archaeological site in the White Mountains of Arizona.  

This unique site features an astronomical calendar, a great kiva, ancient stairways and rock art from the 

Mogollon culture.  The Museum features artifacts from Casa Malpais and a video introduction by Hopi 

and Zuni elders.  Guided tours are available March-November; call for reservations.   

Tel: (928) 333-5375 

418 E Main St, Springerville, AZ 85938 

 

TUBA CITY: Explore Navajo Interactive Museum 

was created with the help of leading Navajo 

scholars, museum personnel and the Navajo 

artistic community to provide a vibrant 

experience for people of all ages and all nations. 

On-site demonstrations are available. The 

Explore Navajo Interactive Museum 

approximates the journey Navajos take through 

life. At more than 7,000 sq. feet, the museum 

features a traditional Navajo Hogan (home) and 

Navajo stories of creation. Navajo escorts will 

help visitors understand the exhibits of Navajo culture, traditions, family systems, and more. 

 Tel: (928) 412-0297 

 10 N Main St, Tuba City, AZ 86045 

 

 

WINSLOW: Homolovi State Park — In the high grassland 

of 14th century northern Arizona, an ancient people 

found a home along the Little Colorado River. These 

people, the Hisat'sinom (known to archaeologists as the 

Anasazi), paused in their migrations to till the rich flood 

plain and sandy slopes before continuing north to join 

people already living on the mesas, people who are 

today known as the Hopi.  “Homolovi” is Hopi for “Place 

of the Little Hills”—the traditional name for Winslow, 

Arizona.  Though there are many ancestral Hopi village 

sites to visit in the Park, the word “ruins” was removed 

from the Park’s name in 2011, as the Hopi tribe 

considers them spiritually alive.  

Tel: (928) 289-4106 

Winslow, AZ 86047 

 

 

 

Homolovi Ruins State Park 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://www.casamalpais.org/
http://www.discovernavajo.com/museums.aspx
https://azstateparks.com/homolovi/


Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 11 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

WINSLOW: Rock Art Canyon Ranch is a working cowboy-

run ranch that is home to one of the finest stands of 

Anasazi petroglyphs in the Southwest. Guests can ask to 

view the small pioneer-cowboy and Anasazi museums 

furnished with artifacts found on the ranch. 

Tel: (928) 386-5047 

The end of Rock Art Ranch Rd, Winslow, AZ 86047 

 

 

 

Central Arizona: 
 

BLACK CANYON CITY: Agua Fria National Monument — The 71,000-acre National Monument 

encompasses two mesas, the canyon of the Agua Fria River, and a riparian forest.  It offers one of the 

most significant systems of prehistoric sites in the American Southwest, complete with ruins and many 

petroglyphs dating back to AD 1100. This expansive mosaic of semi-desert landscape is the home to 

many animals, such as coyotes, bobcats, antelope, mule deer, javelina, eagles, a variety of small 

mammals, and songbirds. 

 Tel: (623) 580-5500   

 Black Canyon City, AZ 85324 

 

COOLIDGE: Casa Grande Ruins National 

Monument — The “Great House” and the 

surrounding compound were built circa the 1300s.  

It is one of the largest prehistoric structures ever 

built in North America, but its purpose remains a 

mystery.  The site was abandoned around AD 

1450, but the Sonoran Desert People who built it 

left no written language behind.  The visitor center 

and the shelter were built in the 1930s. 

Tel: (520) 723-3172 

1100 W Ruins Dr, Coolidge, AZ 85128 

 

  

 

NPS 

 

Casa Grande Ruins National Monument 

https://www.facebook.com/Rock-Art-Ranch-1461116537510111/
https://www.blm.gov/visit/agua-fria
https://www.nps.gov/cagr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cagr/index.htm
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GLOBE: Besh Ba Gowah — One mile southwest of 

the City of Globe stands the ruins of the ancient 

Salado people who occupied the site nearly 800 

years ago.  The Besh Ba Gowah was originally given 

by the Apaches to the early settlement of Globe. 

Roughly translated, the term means “place of 

metal.”  The partially restored ruins, along with the 

adjacent museum, provide a fascinating glimpse at 

the lifestyle of the people who occupied this region.  

Besh Ba Gowah offers ruins to explore, a museum 

which houses a large collection of Salado pottery and artifacts, botanical gardens, and a gift shop. 

Tel: (928) 425-0320 

1324 S Jesse Hayes Rd, Globe, AZ 85501 

 

MESA: Mesa Grande Cultural Park is one of two Hohokam "great mounds" in the Salt River Valley. The 

Hohokam, the ancestors of the Akimel O'odham (Pima), constructed the Mesa Grande temple mound 

between AD 1100 and 1450. With walls made from "caliche," the calcium carbonate hardpan that forms 

under our desert soils, the mound is longer and wider than a modern football field and is 27 feet high. 

The village surrounding the mound once covered more than one-half square mile and was home to 

around two thousand Hohokam. Situated near the headgates of one of the two largest networks of 

irrigation canals created in the prehistoric New World, the site of Mesa Grande controlled more than 

27,000 acres of highly productive farmland.  In a corner of the site, volunteers from the Arizona Museum 

of Natural History constructed a replica of a Hohokam ballcourt, an open-air structure where ballgames 

were played using a rubber ball made from a local plant.  

 Tel: (480) 644-3076 

1000 N Date, Mesa, AZ 85201 

 

PARKER: Colorado River Indian Tribal Museum offers a look at the Native American history of the 

Colorado River. It is located in the Tribal Government complex. 

Tel: (928) 669-8970 

1007 Arizona Ave, Parker, AZ 85344 

 

  

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://www.globeaz.gov/visitors/besh-ba-gowah
http://arizonamuseumofnaturalhistory.org/plan-a-visit/mesa-grande
http://www.crit-nsn.gov/crit_contents/tourism/
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PHOENIX: Heard Museum — Dedicated to the 

advancement of American Indian art, the 

Heard presents the stories of Native Americans 

from a first-person perspective, as well as 

internationally-recognized collections and 

exhibitions that showcase the beauty and 

vitality of traditional and contemporary art.  

The Museum collaborates with American 

Indian artists and tribal communities to provide 

visitors with a distinct perspective about the art of Native people, especially those from the Southwest.  

The Heard is also known for its many festivals and events, such as the Hoop Dance World Championship 

and the Indian Fair & Market. 

Tel: (602) 252-8840 

2301 N Central Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85004 

 

PHOENIX: Pueblo Grande Museum & 

Archaeological Park — A two-thirds mile 

interpretive trail travels around the remains of the 

prehistoric Hohokam People’s ballcourt and 

platform mound. The trail also features a variety of 

native plants, walk-in replicated dwellings, and an 

interpretive agricultural garden. Inside the 

museum, view an award-winning video on the 

Hohokam people and the Pueblo Grande village 

site, which was first inhabited in AD 500. Visit three 

galleries which explore the Hohokam People and 

their relationship with the environment, a hands-on gallery that explains the process of archaeology, 

and the changing exhibit gallery, which features rotating exhibits on a wide-variety of topics.  Pueblo 

Grande has operated through the City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department since 1929, directed 

by a Museum Director/City Archaeologist, the first City Archaeologist in the nation.  The original 

museum building was completed in 1935 using adobe blocks manufactured on site and scavenged 

supplies.  At the height of the Great Depression, the City Archaeologist was proud to state that the 

museum was built at the cost of $14.95, which was spent on a box of nails.   

Tel: (602) 495-0901  

4619 E Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85034 

 

  

 

Bob Rink 

 

Sara Guernsey 

https://heard.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/arts-culture-history/pueblo-grande
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/arts-culture-history/pueblo-grande
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PHOENIX: Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass has won multiple awards for its efforts to respectfully and 

authentically share Native American culture in a luxury resort setting.  The resort offers a number of 

cultural classes and demonstrations, as well as a Cultural Concierge, who guides visitors on an hour-long 

tour that showcases the cultures of the Pima and Maricopa peoples.  Tours are open to resort guests 

and the public; reservations required.  The resort also has a 2.5-mile self-guided tour on the banks of a 

replica of the Gila River.  Trail maps are available at the front desk. 

 Tel: (602) 225-0100 

 5594 W Wild Horse Pass Blvd, Phoenix, AZ, 85226 

 

ROOSEVELT: Tonto National Monument Lower Cliff Dwelling is open all year.  The 20-room, multi-story 

masonry and adobe pueblo was built in the cave 

around AD 1300 by the Salado people.  The cave is 

40 feet high, 85 feet long, and 48 feet deep.  Unlike 

most cliff dwelling sites, this one actually lets 

visitors enter multiple rooms in the pueblo.  The ½-

mile trail to reach it is steep but paved, and the view 

of the lake from the mouth of the cave is 

breathtaking. **The cutoff time to start a hike is 

firm; don’t be late.** 

Tel: (928) 467-2241  

26260 AZ-188, Roosevelt, AZ 85545 

 

ROOSEVELT: Tonto National Monument Upper Cliff Dwelling is open November through April every 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  The 40-rooom, multi-story masonry and adobe pueblo was built 

in the cave around AD 1300 by the Salado people.  The cave is 70 feet wide, 80 feet high, and 60 feet 

deep.  The dwelling has a number of rare architectural features, including partially intact roofs.  Access 

to the Upper Cliff Dwelling is restricted to small, guided tours to reduce ware on the site.  Call for 

reservations early, as spaces fill up quickly.  **This rocky, 3-mile hike takes about 3-4 hours and is not 

recommended for children 8 years and younger. 

Tel: (928) 467-2241 

26260 AZ-188, Roosevelt, AZ 85545 

 

  

 

NPS 

http://www.wildhorsepassresort.com/
http://www.wildhorsepassresort.com/culture
https://www.nps.gov/tont/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tont/index.htm
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Southern Arizona: 
 

DATELAND: Painted Rock Petroglyph Site and 

Campground — The site provides visitors the 

opportunity to view an ancient archaeological site 

containing hundreds of symbolic and artistic rock 

etchings, or "petroglyphs," produced centuries ago by 

prehistoric peoples. There are also inscriptions made 

by people who passed through during historic times.  

The Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail, The 

Butterfield Overland Stage Route, and the Mormon 

Battalion Trail are three trails that played prominent 

roles in the history of Arizona and the American West, and all three pass through the campground.  

Tel: (623) 580-5500 

Rocky Point Rd, Dateland, AZ 85333 

 

DRAGOON: Amerind Museum — 

The Amerind Foundation was 

founded in 1937 by William Shirley 

Fulton as a private, nonprofit 

archaeological research 

institution. Amerind 

Museum exhibitions tell the story 

of America's first peoples from 

Alaska to South America and from 

the last Ice Age to the present. Visitors can learn about Southwestern indigenous cultures through the 

eyes of the Native People. The Fulton-Hayden Memorial Art Gallery features works on western themes 

by such artists as Carl Oscar Borg, William Leigh, Frederic Remington, and Andy Tsihnahjinnie, as well as 

contemporary Native American art. At times, visitors will find Indian artists demonstrating their skills in 

the main gallery.  

 Tel: (520) 586-3666 

 2100 N Amerind Rd, Dragoon, AZ  85609 

 

  

 

NPS 

 

Amerind Foundation and Museum 

https://www.blm.gov/visit/painted-rock-petroglyph-site
https://www.blm.gov/visit/painted-rock-petroglyph-site
http://www.amerind.org/
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TUCSON: Signal Hill Picnic Area in Saguaro National 

Park West is home to dozens of well-preserved, 

800-year-old petroglyphs, just a short walk from the 

road.  The ancient Hohokam people created both 

abstract designs, like the one pictured, and 

representational images, such as humans and 

animals, at this site.  These are very accessible 

petroglyphs, so make sure not to touch them, as oils 

from hands damage them. 

 Tel: (520) 733-5158 

Signal Hill Rd, Tucson, AZ 85743 

 

Spain and Mexico:            
 

Southern Arizona: 
 
HEREFORD: Coronado National Memorial — As a memorial site, as opposed to a historic site, there are 

no tangible artifacts or relics of the Coronado Expedition in the park. The park was created in 1941 to 

commemorate the Coronado Expedition of 1540-1542 and the lasting legacies of the first interactions 

between Native Americans and Europeans in the 

American Southwest and northwest Mexico. Many of 

these interactions proved violent and bloody at the 

hands of the Spanish and Aztec allies that joined the 

expedition. In this regard, the park serves as a site of 

conscience, a place where one can reflect on the past 

and the trials and tribulations that the Native Americans 

endured. However, these first interactions ushered in an 

era of cultural change and endurance, resulting in a 

unique combination of traditions, music, arts, and architecture that is distinctively representative of the 

people and places of the American Southwest and northwest Mexico. The park has a network of hiking 

trails to traverse the borderlands, a large limestone cave to explore, and great opportunities for birding 

and wildlife viewing. 

 Tel: (520) 366-5515 

 4101 E Montezuma Canyon Rd, Hereford, AZ 85615 

 

  

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.nps.gov/sagu/learn/historyculture/petroglyphs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/coro/index.htm
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HUACHUCA CITY: San Pedro Riparian National Conservation 

Area — Containing about 40 miles of the upper San Pedro 

River, this site is home to a rare remnant of the desert 

riparian ecosystem as well as significant archaeological and 

cultural sites.  One of the most popular sites in the area is 

the Presidio Santa Cruz de Terrenate.  This Presidio is the 

most intact remaining example of a once-extensive network 

of similar presidios. These fortresses marked the northern 

extension of New Spain into the New World.  The 1.2-mile 

hike from the parking area will take you to the ruins of a 

Spanish presidio in use from 1776-1780. Interpretive signs 

mark the locations of the soldiers' barracks, the quarters of the comandante, and the chapel. Horses are 

permitted on the trail but not on the historic site. There is no shade on this trail, so be sure to bring sun 

protection and water. 

Tel: (520) 439-6400 

N Kellar Rd, Huachuca City, AZ 85616 

 

TUBAC: Tubac Presidio State Historic Park — Tubac is 

Arizona’s oldest European community and home to 

the oldest Spanish Presidio site, or military complex, in 

Arizona. Tubac Presidio State Historic Park helps to 

preserve the ruins of the Spanish Presidio, San Ignacio 

de Tubac, established in 1752, and a collection of 

numerous artifacts from the 1700s. Spanish 

cavalrymen were stationed at the Presidio to protect 

the settlers from Apaches and Seris, to control the 

Pima Indians, and to further explore the Southwest.  

Juan Bautista de Anza III was the second commander and the person who organized and led an 

expedition to California that resulted in the founding of the city of San Francisco in 1776. The expedition 

included 240 colonists from Sinaloa and Sonora, 63 of whom were from Tubac.  The Park includes a 

starting point to hike what remains of the Anza trail.  

 Tel: (520) 398-2252 

1 Burruel St, Tubac, AZ 85646 

 
TUCSON: Mission Garden is a living agricultural museum that celebrates the region’s agricultural 

heritage by growing garden plots of Sonoran Desert-adapted heritage fruit-trees, traditional local 

heirloom crops, and edible native plants—plants that represent more than 4,000 years of continuous 

cultivation in the Tucson Basin.  Sitting on its original site, the Garden is a re-creation of the walled 

garden that was part of Tucson’s historic San Agustin Mission, also known as Mission San Cosme y 

Damián de Tucsón. 

 Tel: (520) 955-5200 
 946 W Mission Lane, Tucson, AZ 85745 

 

Cochise County Tourism Council 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.blm.gov/visit/san-pedro
https://www.blm.gov/visit/san-pedro
https://www.visittucson.org/business/presidio-santa-cruz-de-terrenate-historic-site-interpretive-trail?clientid=22733
https://azstateparks.com/tubac/
http://www.tubacpp.com/
https://www.tucsonsbirthplace.org/
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TUCSON: Mission San Xavier del Bac — This active Franciscan mission is 

located on the Tohono O'odham Indian Reservation, with mass conducted 

daily.  A recent renovation revealed intricate, centuries-old frescoes 

depicting the church's history of Southern Arizona and Mexico. "The 

White Dove of the Desert” is one of Tucson's most beautiful attractions, 

founded by Father Kino in the early 1700's. Its newest moniker is the 

"Sistine Chapel of North America" because an international restoration 

project has been exposing vibrant colors and surprising levels of 

craftsmanship. The church boasts a museum devoted to the native people 

of Bac and old religious artifacts.  

Tel: (520) 407-6130                         

1950 W San Xavier Rd, Tucson, AZ 85746  

 

TUCSON: The Presidio San Agustín del Tucson Museum is a re-creation of the Tucson Presidio built in 

1775. Visitors travel back in time to learn about life as early Tucsonans would have lived it.  Docent tours 

discuss life in the Santa Cruz Valley for early Native Americans, Presidio residents and Territorial Period 

settlers.  See the archaeological remains of a 2,000-year-old pit house, walk along the original Presidio 

wall, and experience an original, 150-year-old Sonoran Row house.  

Tel: (520) 837-8119 

196 N Court Ave, Tucson, AZ  85701 

 

TUMACACORI: Tumacácori National Historical Park is 

home to the abandoned ruins of three ancient Spanish 

colonial missions on 45 acres, including San José de 

Tumacácori, Los Santos Ángeles de Guevavi, and San 

Cayetano de Calabazas . The mission San José de 

Tumacácori first was listed in 1691 as an outlying visita 

by Father Kino, and is one the oldest in Arizona. 

Tumacácori contributed a herd of cattle to the Anza 

expedition and Father Font, a member of Anza’s 

colony, stayed here while Anza marshaled his forces at 

Tubac.  The mission San José de Tumacácori is open to the public.  The other two mission ruins are much 

more fragile and are only accessible through special guided tours.  The Park also offers a visitor center 

and museum. 

Tel: (520) 377-5060  

1891 I-19 Frontage Rd, Tumacacori, AZ 85640 

 

  

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

 

Colin Campbell 

http://www.sanxaviermission.org/
https://tucsonpresidio.com/
https://www.nps.gov/tuma/index.htm
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Pioneers, Cowboys, Miners, and Military:        
 

Northern Arizona: 
 

BULLHEAD CITY: Hardyville Pioneer Cemetery is the last remains of the pioneer settlement of 

Hardyville.  Founded in 1864 by William H. Hardy, the town served as an important ferry crossing, 

steamboat landing, and shipping point for the area mines.  It served as the Mohave County seat from 

1867 to 1872.  In 1883, the Ferry was moved to Needles, California upon the completion of the railroad 

in that city. Ranching, mining, and milling activities could be found in the area into the early 1900s. 

 1751 Dorado Dr, Bullhead City, AZ 86442 

 

CAMP VERDE: Fort Verde State Historic Park — 

Military occupation of the Verde Valley began in 

1865 at the request of settlers who had established 

farms near the Verde River-West Clear Creek 

junction five miles south of present-day Camp 

Verde. Fort Verde was a major base for General 

Crook’s U.S. Army scouts, soldiers and pack mules 

during the Indian Campaigns of the 1870s. The park 

is the best-preserved example of an Indian Wars 

period fort in Arizona. Several of the original 

buildings still stand and living history programs are scheduled periodically, giving visitors a glimpse into 

Arizona’s history. The homes on “Officers Row” reflect the life styles of frontier military personnel and 

their families. Today visitors can experience three historic house museums, all furnished in the 1880s 

period, that are listed on the National and State Register of Historic Places. The former Administration 

building houses the Visitor Center with interpretive exhibits, period artifacts from military life, and 

history on the Indian Scouts and Indian Wars era. 

Tel: (928) 567-3275 

125 E Hollamon St, Camp Verde, AZ 86322 

 

FLAGSTAFF: Historic Downtown Flagstaff offers unique shopping 

opportunities, mom-and-pop cafes and restaurants, art galleries, Native 

American culture, jewelry, one-of-a-kind gifts and more – perfect for 

those looking for the spirit of Flagstaff.  The Flagstaff area got its start in 

1876 with a pioneer legacy that centers on ranching, lumber mills and 

the railroad. Many of the buildings that line the streets in Flagstaff’s 

historic downtown date back to the 1890s and early 1900s.  Stop by the 

Visitor Center in the old train station to get the inside scoop on 

everything happening in Flagstaff. 

Tel: (928) 213-2951 

1 E Rte 66, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

 

Arizona State Parks Department 

 

Sara Guernsey 

https://azstateparks.com/fort-verde/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
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FLAGSTAFF: Riordan Mansion State Historic Park — 

Completed in 1904 in the Arts and Crafts style of 

architecture, the historic mansion is expansive, with more 

than 40 rooms and 13,000 square feet of living area and 

servants’ quarters.  A tour guide will lead you through this 

richly furnished home, filled with original artifacts, Stickley 

furniture, and many other personal possessions of the 

Riordan families. Also featured are a visitor center, a self-

guided tour of the grounds, and picnic tables. 

Tel: (928) 779-4395 

409 West Riordan Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

 

FORT APACHE: Fort Apache Historic Park — 

Twenty seven historic buildings built between 

1870 and 1930 make up the core of the 288-acre 

National Register Historic District.  Many consider 

this to be the best surviving example of an 

Apache Wars-era military post.  The oldest 

structure at Fort Apache, an 1871 log cabin 

traditionally known as General Crook’s Cabin, 

offers a glimpse into the world of Army officers 

and their families at what was once a remote 

outpost. The cultural center and museum houses long-term and rotating exhibits, regularly-scheduled 

Apache arts demonstrations, and the Tribe’s growing archival collection. The Fort Apache Cemetery is 

located 1/4 mile east of the main fort grounds and is accessible by walking trail or road. Visitors 

interested in more adventure can hike the Historic Park’s recreational trails, including a 1.4 mile loop 

through the East Fork canyon that passes the site of a historic Apache Scout camp and a small Ancestral 

Pueblo village.  Visitors who wish to see the Kinishba Ruins must check in at the museum at Fort Apache, 

where interpretive guides are available. 

 Tel: (928) 338-1230 

 127 Scout St, Fort Apache, AZ 85926 

 

  

 

Flagstaff CVB 

 

White Mountain Apache Tribe 

https://azstateparks.com/riordan-mansion/
http://www.wmat.nsn.us/fortapachepark.htm
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FREDONIA: Pipe Spring National Monument — 

Beneath vermilion cliffs, Ancestral Puebloans, Kaibab 

Paiutes, Mormon ranchers, plants, animals, and many 

others have depended on the life-giving water found 

at the desert oasis at Pipe Spring.  The monument was 

proclaimed in 1923 as one of the very earliest National 

Park sites set aside for its cultural and historic value.  

Today, the monument preserves the history of ancient 

and western life at the center of one of the most 

dramatic landscapes in the United States.  Visitors can learn about settler and Kaibab Paiute life by 

exploring the museum, historic fort and cabins, garden, and Ridge Trail.  Guests can visit with rangers, 

meet ranch animals, and attend living history demonstrations. 

 Tel: (928) 643-7105 

406 Pipe Springs Rd, Fredonia, AZ 86022 

 

 

HOLBROOK: Navajo county Historical Society Museum is located in the 116-year-old Historic Navajo 

County Courthouse that houses both an official Arizona Information Center and the Navajo County 

Historical Society's Museum. The Navajo County Historical Society maintains a diversified collection in 

more than 70 exhibit areas which are made up of items from early citizens and founders.  

 Tel: (928) 524-6558  

100 East Arizona St, Holbrook, AZ 86025 

 

JEROME: Jerome is known as the “Largest Ghost Town in 

America.” Founded in 1876, Jerome was once the fourth 

largest city in the Arizona Territory. Once known as the 

wickedest town in the west, Jerome was a copper mining 

camp, growing from a settlement of tents to a roaring 

mining community located high on top of Cleopatra Hill 

(5,200 feet). After four disastrous fires destroyed large 

sections of the town during its early history the City of 

Jerome was officially incorporated in 1899. The 

population peaked at 15,000 in the 1920’s. The 

Depression of the 1930’s slowed the mining operation 

and the claim went to Phelps Dodge, who holds the claim today. World War II brought increased 

demand for copper, but after the war, demand slowed. Dependent on the copper market, Phelps Dodge 

Mine closed in 1953.  The remaining 50 to 100 hardy souls promoted the town as a historic ghost town. 

In 1967 Jerome was designated a National Historic District by the federal government. Today Jerome is a 

thriving tourist and artist community with a population of about 450. 

 Tel: (928) 634-1066 

 Jerome, AZ 86331 

 

 

Donna Chesler 

https://www.nps.gov/pisp/index.htm
http://holbrookazmuseum.org/
http://azjerome.com/jerome/
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PRESCOTT: Elks Opera House – Tour the Elks Opera 

House by Elks Opera House Foundation Guild docents 

in true Victorian fashion. The granite cornerstone of 

the building was laid on April 3, 1904.  Architecturally, 

the building represents a transition from the Victorian 

commercial styles of the 19th century to the 

Sullivanesque and New-Classical designs of the early 

20th century.  In the 1940s, many architectural 

features were removed to install a movie screen. 

However, it is now restored to its original grandeur, 

having recently undergone a million dollar renovation project. 

Tel: (928) 777-1359 

117 E Gurley St, Prescott, AZ 86301  

 

PRESCOTT: The Palace Restaurant & Saloon first opened its doors in 

September 1877. Although Whiskey Row was known for its many 

saloons, The Palace was much more than a fancy “watering hole.” 

Men came in to check for notices of work available; it served as an 

election central for several area political races and cattle spreads; and 

mineral claims were bought and sold over the bar. The Palace is still 

the oldest frontier bar in Arizona and the most well-known and 

historic restaurant and saloon in the state.  

Tel: (928) 541-1996 

120 S Montezuma St, Prescott, AZ  86301  

 

PRESCOTT: Sharlot Hall Museum — The Sharlot Hall 

Museum is named after its founder, Sharlot Mabridth 

Hall (1870-1943), who became well known as one of 

the West’s most remarkable women—a poet, activist, 

politician, and Arizona’s first territorial historian. As 

early as 1907, Ms. Hall saw the need to save Arizona's 

history and planned to develop a museum. She began 

to collect both Native American and pioneer material. 

In 1927, she began restoring the first Territorial 

Governor’s residence and offices, into which she 

moved her extensive collection of artifacts and 

documents, opening it as a museum in 1928. Today, the Museum features seven historic buildings, 

compelling exhibits and beautiful gardens, which serve as the setting for numerous public festivals. The 

Library and Archives, open to the public, hold a vast collection of rare books, original documents, 

historical photographs, maps and oral history.  

Tel: (928) 445-3122 

 415 W Gurley St, Prescott, AZ  86301 

 

Forrest Sandefer 

 

Mark West 

 

Sharlot Hall Museum 

http://www.prescottelkstheater.com/
https://www.historicpalace.com/
https://www.sharlot.org/


Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 23 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

SEDONA: Jordan Historical Park and Sedona 

Heritage Museum — Jordan Historical Park is 4.8 

acres and is located in Uptown Sedona.  The park is 

the site of the former homestead of Walter and 

Ruth Jordan and the current site of the Sedona 

Heritage Museum. The museum focuses on 

Sedona's pioneers, from the earliest settlers in the 

1870s through the heyday of western film making in 

the 1950s. The Park features interpretive nature 

trails, picnic tables, a large fruit orchard, and a 

museum. 

 Tel: (928) 282-7038 

 735 Jordan Rd, Sedona AZ 86336 

 

 

SEDONA: Red Rock Western Jeep Tours offers the Soldier’s Pass 

Trail Tour.  This company is known for its cowboy guides that bring 

the spirit of the Old West to their rugged and scenic jeep tours.  The 

Soldier’s Pass Trail Tour is the number one Jeep Tour in Sedona, and 

Red Rock Western Jeep Tour is the only company permitted by the 

US Forest Service to offer tours of this historic trail, the same one 

traveled by General George Crook during the Apache campaign in 

1871-72.   

Tel: (928) 282-6667 

301 N State Route 89A, No. 6 Sacajawea Plaza, Sedona, AZ 

86336   

 

 

 

SNOWFLAKE: Snowflake Arizona Museums — Visitors to Snowflake can take tours of some of the 

pioneer homes in the town.  The Stinson Home, the oldest house in Snowflake, is now a Pioneer 

museum.  This museum was once the home of James Stinson, a cattle rancher, and was purchased by 

William J. Flake.  Flake had been sent to Arizona to establish a new Mormon Pioneer Community.  Other 

homes available for tours include the James M. Flake Home, the Jesse N. Smith Home, the John A. 

Freeman Home, and the William J. Flake Cabin.  Tours are often conducted by the descendants of the 

original inhabitants. 

 Tel: (928) 536-4881 

102 N 1st St E, Snowflake, AZ 85937 

 

 
  

 

Sedona Historical Society 

 

Todd Brenneman/AOT 

http://www.sedonaaz.gov/your-government/departments/parks-recreation/city-parks/jordan-historical-park
https://sedonamuseum.org/
https://sedonamuseum.org/
http://www.redrockjeep.com/
http://www.redrockjeep.com/a_soldierspass.html
http://www.redrockjeep.com/a_soldierspass.html
https://snowflakemuseums.com/
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WILLIAMS: Grand Canyon Railway  — Since 1901, 

the Grand Canyon Railway has been taking people 

on a journey to the heart of one of the seven 

wonders of the world. Recreating the historic trip 

by rail to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon, the 

Railway provides passengers with the opportunity 

to relive an important part of American history. The 

trip covers 65 miles of classic Old West territory, 

including high desert plains with endless vistas, 

small arroyos and portions of the world's largest 

ponderosa pine forest. Trip highlights include a daily Wild West shootout at the 1908 Williams Depot 

prior to the morning departure and entertainment and live action aboard the train, featuring roaming 

western singers, the infamous Cataract Creek Gang, and a Grand Canyon Railway Marshal. Passengers 

depart from the historic Williams Depot and arrive at the Grand Canyon Depot. 

Tel: (800) 843-8724 

280 N Grand Canyon Blvd, Williams, AZ 86046 

 

Central Arizona: 
 

APACHE JUNCTION: Goldfield Ghost Town — Established in 1893, Goldfield was a mining town with 

saloons, a boarding house, general store, 

blacksmith shop, brewery, meat market, and a 

school house.  The grade of ore dropped at the 

end of the 1890s, and the town was all but 

deserted. The town came back to life from 1910 

to 1926.  Today, visitors can tour the historic 

Mammoth Gold Mine, visit the Goldfield 

Museum, pan for gold, take a ride on Arizona’s 

only narrow gauge train, explore the shops and 

historic building, eat at the Mammoth 

Steakhouse and Saloon, witness an old west gun 

fight performed by the Goldfield Gunfighters, 

and more. 

 Tel: (480) 983-0333 

 4650 N Mammoth Mine Rd, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

 

  

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 
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https://www.thetrain.com/
http://goldfieldghosttown.com/
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APACHE JUNCTION: Lost Dutchman State Park — 

Named after the fabled lost gold mine, this park is 

located in the Sonoran Desert at an elevation of 2000 

feet.  In the late 1800s, Jacob Waltz emerged from 

this area with gold.  When he died in 1891, he was 

found with 24 pounds of high-quality gold ore under 

his bed.  Purportedly, before he died, he left clues to 

the mine’s location.  Needless to say, it is a haven for 

treasure hunters today.  The Park also offers a 

variety of hiking trails, nature trails, 35 regular 

campsites, picnic facilities, and special programs throughout the year. 

Tel: (480) 982 -4485 

6109 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

 

FLORENCE: McFarland State Historic Park — Built in 1877-78, this adobe building served as a jail, 

hospital, and the first Pinal County Courthouse. Farmers, ranchers, miners, and townspeople met at the 

Courthouse to socialize and transact business. In the 1880s, weekly public dances drew big crowds. In 

1883, the local “Vigilance Committee” stormed the building, dragged two men charged of stagecoach 

robbery and murder from their cells, and hanged them in the corridor of the jail. A coroner's jury later 

found that the prisoners died "at the hands of parties unknown." Later, the same group attempted to 

lynch four other prisoners but was thwarted in the street when Michael Rice, the jailer, armed the 

prisoners and faced down the mob from the upstairs windows. Today, visitors can tour the building to 

experience the history of Arizona and the people who helped shape it. The park also houses Florence's 

WWII Prisoner of War Camp exhibit, which depicts the lives of the people stationed and imprisoned 

there. 

Tel: (520) 868-5216 

24 W Ruggles St, Florence, AZ 85132  

 

GLENDALE: Sahuaro Ranch Park — One of the Phoenix metropolitan area’s oldest and most magnificent 

ranches, the 17-acre Historic Sahuaro Ranch features 13 original buildings, a rose garden, barnyard, 

historic orchards, and wandering peacocks. Guest may enjoy tours of the main house, built in 1891, and 

discover what Arizona ranch life was like for the families living there from the late 1800’s to the 1930’s.  

 Tel: (623) 930-4200 

9802 N 59th Ave, Glendale, AZ 85302 

 

  

 

Richard Fernandez 

https://azstateparks.com/lost-dutchman/
https://azstateparks.com/mcfarland
https://www.glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation/sahuaroranchpark.cfm


Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 26 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

GLOBE: Old Dominion Historic Mine Park is built on the site of the 

Old Dominion Mine, which extracted copper from 1880 to 1931, 

and boasts several trails of varying difficulty that capture the 

history of the area.  The trail that starts at the park’s main 

entrance, Silver Nugget, offers a “boneyard” of historic mining 

artifacts, picnic pavilions, and educational signs. Interloper Loop 

trail has vantage spots to view the mine’s prominent head frame 

and remaining historic structures.  Mine Cycle Circle takes visitors 

through the life cycle of mining at this site, including prehistoric 

mining, the Silver Rush, the Copper Boom, innovations in mining, 

mine closure, and reclamation.  The Welcome Center next to the 

ore car gives an orientation to the history of the Old Dominion 

Mine and the park.  

 1300 N Broad St, Globe, AZ 85501 

 

PHOENIX: Heritage Square Phoenix is the last-surviving of the 

original blocks of Phoenix.  Located on Block 14 of the original 

townsite of Phoenix, the Square dates back to the late 1800s, and 

the restored Rosson House Museum is its crowning jewel. Built in 

1895 at a cost of $7,500, the Rosson House was at the edge of what 

was originally known as “Millionaires Row” along Monroe St.  The 

rest of the grand Victorian homes fell into disrepair and were 

demolished in the 1970s to make way for the Phoenix Convention 

Center.  The city saved the grandest and painstakingly restored it at a 

cost of more than $700,000, using historic photos and firsthand 

accounts from people that lived in the home as children and period 

letters detailing the interior.  Other buildings on the square house 

award-winning restaurants, a hands-on gallery where people can try 

antique tools and machinery, and rotating exhibits, and a visitor 

center.   

 Tel: (602) 262-5070 

 113 N 6th St, Phoenix, AZ 85004 

 

  

 

Bob Willis 

http://globeaz.gov/departments/recreation/old-dominion-mine-park
https://heritagesquarephx.org/


Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 27 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

PHOENIX: Jewish Heritage Center — Originally built in 1921 in the Spanish mission style, the center is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It served as the synagogue for Congregation Beth 

Israel until 1949 until it was sold and became Phoenix’s first Chinese-speaking Christian church and later 

a Spanish-speaking Baptist church.  The Jewish Historical Society purchased the building in 2001 to 

restore it, so it can serve the community as a museum, cultural center, and event venue.  At the time 

that this synagogue was originally built, there were approximately 120 Jews living in the Phoenix area.  

Today, there are more than 82,000 Jewish residents and more than 30 Jewish congregations in Greater 

Phoenix.  The Center was voted as a Phoenix Point of Pride in 2008, owing to its rich and diverse history.  

The museum, which features rotating exhibits, invites people of all faiths to learn about the rich heritage 

of Arizona’s Jewish communities and about the Jewish contributions to Arizona and American life.   

 Tel: (602) 241-7870 

 122 E Culver St, Phoenix, AZ  85004 

 

PHOENIX: Pioneer Living History Museum — Located in North Phoenix, this 90-acre old 1800s town is 

comprised of authentic buildings and historically accurate reproductions. Of the more than 20 buildings 

available for viewing, almost half of them are original structures that have been relocated and restored 

from all over Arizona.  Visitors may see the Opera House where Lilly Langtry sang, look through a rifle 

port in an actual cabin that survived Arizona’s bloodiest range war, laugh through a “melodrama,” 

browse through an 1890s dress shop, and much more!  All of this awaits, plus a blacksmith shop, 

sheriff’s office and jail, complete ranch complex, and costumed interpreters, including cowboys, 

lawmen, and Victorian ladies. 

 Tel: (623) 456-1052 

 3901 W Pioneer Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85086 

 

PICACHO: Picacho Peak State Park — The unique shape of the 

1,500-foot Picacho Peak has been used as a landmark by 

travelers since prehistoric times. One of the first recordings was 

in the 1700s by the Anza Expedition as it passed through the 

area.  In 1848, the Mormon Battalion constructed a wagon road 

through Picacho Pass.  The forty-niners used this road on their 

way to California. In the late 1850s, the Butterfield Overland 

Stage carried passengers through this area.  Picacho Peak’s 

most noted historic event occurred during the Civil War on April 

15, 1862, when Confederate and Union scouting parties met in 

the Battle of Picacho Pass during the Civil War.  This was the 

largest Civil War clash to take place in Arizona, and the 

westernmost battle of the Civil War.   

Tel: (520) 466-3183 

15520 Picacho Peak Rd, Picacho, AZ 85141 

 

 

 

Arizona State Parks Department 

https://www.azjhs.org/
https://pioneeraz.org/
https://azstateparks.com/picacho
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SCOTTSDALE: Historic Old Town Scottsdale — 

Enjoy the galleries, shops, restaurants, and bars on 

some of the same streets that have been stomped 

on by the cowboys of the early 1900’s frontier.  

Historic Old Town encompasses many historical 

establishments such as the Rusty Spur Saloon and 

Cavalliere’s Blacksmith Shop.  The Scottsdale 

Museum of Contemporary Art and the Scottsdale 

Historical Museum are also located in the Old Town 

district.  

The blocks surrounding the intersection of 

E Main St/N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

 

TORTILLA FLAT: Tortilla Flat (pop. 6) — Nestled in the Superstition Mountain Wilderness between 

Canyon and Apache Lakes is the famous, authentic, old stagecoach stop of Tortilla Flat. Six people live 

here in one of the last remnants of the Old West. Tortilla Flat has been serving adventurous travelers the 

best Old West style home-cooked food in the Salt River basin for more than 100 years. The town has a 

restaurant, US Post Office, souvenir & gift shop, ice cream shop, and a convenience store. For the 

biggest burgers, hottest chili, and the coldest drinks visit Tortilla Flat. 

Tel: 480-984-1776  

1 Main St, Tortilla Flat, AZ 85190 

 

WICKENBURG: Desert Caballeros Western Museum — No visit to Wickenburg would be complete 

without a tour of "Arizona's Most Western Museum." Home to more than 400 works of Western art, 

including sculptures by famous artists Frederick Remington and Charles Russell, this 55-year-old 

museum is also known as one of Arizona's finest. Visitors say they are amazed to find it so full of 

unexpected treasures. Stop by and discover a room that tells history in miniature, along with an entire 

turn-of-the-century Wickenburg Street complete with a saloon, a general store, and a Victorian home. 

Adjacent to the museum, a lovely park is dedicated to the volunteers who keep the museum running. Be 

sure to take a look at the cowboy and his horse on the corner. "Thanks for the Rain" -- by the late 

founder of the Cowboy Artists of America, Joe Beeler -- is one of the most recognizable life-size bronze 

statues in Arizona. The Cultural Crossroads Learning Center adjacent to the museum has additional 

exhibits to enjoy.  

 Tel: (928) 684-2272 

21 N Frontier St, Wickenburg, AZ 85390 

 

  

https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/old-town-scottsdale/
http://www.tortillaflataz.com/
https://westernmuseum.org/


Arizona Office of Tourism: Cultural Heritage  Page 29 
Facebook: @arizonatravel     Instagram: @visit_arizona    Twitter: @ArizonaTourism      #VisitArizona 

WICKENBURG: Vulture Mine is a gold mine and an abandoned 

settlement nestled into the breathtaking landscape of 

the Sonoran Desert in Arizona. The settlement, named Vulture 

City, was established in 1866, and developed to meet the needs of 

Arizona's most successful gold mine. The town population quickly 

rose to 5,000 residents. From 1863 to 1942, the mine produced 

340,000 ounces of gold and 260,000 ounces of silver, and it has 

been credited with founding the town of Wickenburg. This rise to 

fame came as swiftly as its fall, and in 1942, the War Production 

Board ordered the closing of all non-essential mines to ensure 

that resources were focused on the war effort. The closing of the 

mine determined the fate of Vulture City and the town was 

abandoned shortly thereafter.  

36610 355th Ave, Wickenburg, AZ 85390 (Access at 

intersection of Vulture Mine Rd / 355th Ave) 

 

Southern Arizona: 
 

BISBEE: Bisbee is the picturesque county seat of 

historic Cochise County. The community was 

founded in 1880, and quickly became a thriving 

urban center, driven by a booming mining industry 

that thrived on the area's rich reserves of copper 

and precious metals. Today, Bisbee's 

extraordinarily well-preserved early-twentieth 

century downtown draws visitors from around the 

world, who appreciate its historic architecture, its 

welcoming, creative spirit, and its cool climate.   

 Bisbee, AZ 85603 

 

BISBEE: Bisbee Mining & Historical Museum is 

housed in what was once the corporate 

headquarters of the Copper Queen Consolidated 

Mining Company and is the first rural affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution nationwide.  Bisbee was 

world renowned for its diverse minerals and wealth 

of copper.  This museum explains the history of 

Bisbee and its mining activities, which continued 

until the 1970s. 

Tel:  (520) 432-7071 

 5 Copper Queen Plz, Bisbee, AZ 85603 

 Arizona Office of Tourism 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

 

Sara Guernsey 

http://www.vultureminetours.com/
http://www.discoverbisbee.com/
https://bisbeemuseum.org/bm-museum.aspx
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BISBEE: Queen Mine Tour — Ride a train 

into a former hard-rock copper mine and 

experience one of the most charming 

activities that Bisbee has to offer. Along with 

access into the mine, guests will get to dress 

up like miners—with headlamps and yellow 

slickers provided.  Many of the tour guides 

are former miners, so guests will get the 

opportunity to fully engulf themselves in a 

truly educational experience. 

Tel: (520) 432-2071 

478 N Dart Rd, Bisbee, AZ 85603 

 

BOWIE: Fort Bowie — Fort Bowie witnessed 

almost 25 years of conflict between the 

Chiricahua Apache and the US Army, and 

remains a tangible connection to the turbulent 

era of the late 1800s.  Visitors can explore the 

history of Fort Bowie and Apache Pass on the 3-

mile roundtrip hike to the visitor center and old 

fort ruins, passing the site of the Bascom Affair, 

the Battle of Apache Pass, and Apache Springs. 

The restored Fort Bowie Cemetery established 

before the fort and remained active after the 

fort was abandoned in October 1894, at which 

time there were around 112 graves. The first 

burials were three California Column privates killed by Apaches about one month before the fort's 

establishment. The final burial was a murdered miner residing in one of the old officer's quarters about 

two years after the fort's closure. Today, this peaceful landscape stands in stark contrast to the violence 

that once gripped this land.   

Tel: (520) 847-2500 

3500 S Apache Pass Rd, Bowie, AZ 85605 

 

  

 

NPS 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://www.queenminetour.com/
https://www.nps.gov/fobo/index.htm
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DOUGLAS: Gadsden Hotel — The hotel, which 

opened in 1907, is an ode to southwestern décor and 

the prominent colors of the desert. The moment 

guests enter into the lobby, they are greeted by a 

magnificent, grand staircase that is complimented by 

orange and yellow walls. Large windows cover the 

walls of the lobby and help to create the natural and 

southwestern essence of the hotel. The Gadsden 

Hotel is a national treasure.  

Tel: (520) 364-4481 
 1046 G Ave, Douglas, AZ 85607 
 

 

DOUGLAS: Slaughter Ranch — “Texas” John 

Slaughter was one of the Southwest’s most 

beloved characters and most feared lawmen, 

credited with the demise of more than a dozen 

outlaws.  He was a former Texas Ranger and Civil 

War veteran that became sheriff of Cochise 

County in 1886.  His ranch, originally known as San 

Bernardino Ranch, boasts scenery, wildlife, and an 

atmosphere that have all been left largely 

untouched since Slaughter’s time.  The old adobe ranch house, ice house, wash house, granary, 

commissary and car shed were all meticulously restored in the 1980s and carefully maintained and 

preserved since. Guests can tour the grounds and the buildings of Slaughter Ranch and see what life was 

like when John Slaughter lived there.  

 Tel: (520) 678-7935 or (520) 678-7596 

 6153 Geronimo Trail, Douglas, AZ 85607 

 

FORT HUACHUCA: Fort Huachuca Historical 

Museum — Since 1877, Fort Huachuca has 

been at the center of southwestern military 

history.  The Museum collects, preserves, 

and exhibits artifacts representing its own 

history and the larger history of the 

military in the Southwest. Spread across 

three buildings, the Museum houses several 

thousand objects and documents, many on 

display in attractive exhibits.  The artifacts 

tell the stories of Fort Huachuca, the Buffalo 

Soldiers, the Army’s Native American Scouts, the Civil War, the Indian Wars, the history of military 

intelligence, the history of women in the military, the innovation of unmanned aerial systems, the 

 

City of Douglas 

 

Luke Stettner 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://thegadsdenhotel.com/
https://www.slaughterranch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/huachucamuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/huachucamuseum/
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progression of military uniforms, and more.  Some of the artifacts in the collection include Pancho Villa’s 

spurs, an American flag flown at Pearl Harbor during the attack, the uniform of an East German border 

guard, a segment of the Berlin Wall, early drones, and Buffalo Soldier uniforms.  **This is a working 

military base.  Guests must pass through security before entering the base.  International visitors should 

call for regulations.** 

Tel: (520) 458-4716 

41401 Grierson Ave, Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613 

 

HUACHUCA CITY: San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area — Containing about 40 miles of the 

upper San Pedro River, this site is home to a rare remnant of the desert riparian ecosystem as well as 

significant archaeological and cultural sites.  One of the most popular sites in the area is the Fairbank 

and Millville Ghost Towns.  The Fairbank Ghost Town, which is easily accessible today, was established 

with the construction of the railroad and grew to be one of the largest western cities in its day, with 

15,000 residents in 1882. Millville, which served to refine the ore mined in the area, requires a little 

hike, and all the remains are the adobe foundations. 

Tel: (520) 439-6400 

N Old Fairbank Rd, Huachuca City, AZ 85616 

 

TOMBSTONE: Tombstone — The "town too tough 

to die," where Doc Holliday and Wyatt Earp resided, 

is the quintessential Wild West experience. It 

features the infamous O.K. Corral, the site where 

the Earps and the Clantons engaged in the Old 

West's most notorious shootout. The victims of the 

gunfight were laid to rest in the Boothill Cemetery, 

Tombstone's final resting place for the good, bad, 

and evil of the 1880's.  The town offers many gift 

shops, and visitors can retrace the steps of historic 

characters in famous places such as the Bird Cage Theater, Boothill Cemetery, O.K. Corral, Crystal Palace 

Saloon, Tombstone Epitaph, the Old Tombstone Courthouse, Big Nose Kate’s Saloon, and much more.  

The town has retained its Old West charm, featuring frontier architecture from the 1880s, stagecoach 

rides, and gunfight reenactments. 

 Tombstone, AZ 85638 

 

TOMBSTONE: Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church in Tombstone is the oldest Protestant Church in Arizona.  

The building was funded by Wyatt Earp, and he rallied the rest of the town to chip in as well.  The first 

sermon was given by Vicar Endicott Peabody on Sunday, June 18, 1882.  Visitors today can sit in the 

original black walnut pews and ask to ring the 1887 450-lb bronze bell. 

 19 N 3rd St, Tombstone, AZ  85638 

 

  

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.blm.gov/visit/san-pedro
http://visit.sierravistaaz.gov/see-do/heritage-culture/old-west/
http://visit.sierravistaaz.gov/see-do/heritage-culture/old-west/
https://www.visitarizona.com/cities/tucson-and-southern/tombstone
http://gotombstone.org/places/st-pauls.htm
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TUCSON: Arizona History Museum features interactive and traditional exhibits focused on southern 

Arizona history from Spanish colonial through territorial eras. Exhibit topics include copper mining, 

ranching, and transportation. The Arizona’s Treasures exhibit features Geronimo’s rifle, Wyatt Earp’s 

pistol, 18th-century Spanish silver artifacts, an original stagecoach, a 1923 Studebaker, and hands-on 

exhibits. 

 Tel: (520) 628-5774 

 949 E 2nd St, Tucson, AZ 85719 

 

TUCSON: Fort Lowell Museum tells the historic story of Fort Lowell during the Apache Wars, housed in 

an accurate replica of the Commanding Officers quarters, circa 1885. The Fort, which gained the 

reputation of being a prestigious place to be stationed, became the regimental headquarters of the 6th 

U.S. Cavalry. It closed in 1891 and fell into ruin.  The building now holds military artifacts and permanent 

and changing exhibits on military hospitals, Apache Scouts, transportation, social life, food in the Arizona 

desert, and telegraph lines.  The Museum has regularly scheduled crafts and demonstrations, such as 

soap making, candle making, basket weaving, adobe brick making, and rag doll making. 

 Tel: (520) 885-3832 

   2900 N Craycroft Rd, Tucson, AZ 85712 

 

TUCSON: Jewish History Museum — A landmark in downtown Tucson, the Jewish History Building was 

the first synagogue built in the Arizona Territory.  The building was the original home of Congregation 

Temple Emanu-El from 1910-1948.  In the 1980s, following a series of decades during which the building 

was occupied by various organizations, the property sat vacant and fell into disrepair.  The Jewish 

community rescued and restored the building and established the Stone Avenue Temple Project at 564 

South Stone Avenue as a historic landmark in downtown Tucson. This historic building, with its intricate 

stained-glass windows and tile work, is now the central location of the Jewish History Museum, which 

serves to communicate the history of Jews in Southern Arizona and the pioneer Jewish families that 

brought retail businesses to Arizona starting in the 1860s.  The site also includes the Holocaust History 

Center, which examines the Holocaust through the lived experiences of individuals who survived the war 

and later lived in Southern Arizona.  To date, more than 260 individuals from 18 nations have been 

identified as those who were persecuted by Nazism, survived, and later arrived in southern Arizona.  

 Tel: (520) 670-9073 

564 S Stone Ave, Tucson, AZ 85701 

 

TUCSON: Sosa-Carrillo-Frémont House is a historic adobe house from the 1870s that is an excellent 

example of Sonoran and Territorial architecture and has strong ties to some of Tucson’s earliest and 

most prominent pioneers. 

 Tel: (520) 882-8607 

151 S Granada Ave, Tucson, AZ 85701 

 

  

http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/tucson/
http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/tucson/
https://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org/
http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/tucson/
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TUCSON: Tanque Verde Ranch is one of America’s 

old time cattle and guest ranches.  Established 150 

years ago, this ranch has been in operation since 

1868.  The location was chosen because it was 

protected by Tucson’s Fort Lowell patrols from the 

marauding Apaches.  It did not protect the original 

owner, however, as he met a violent end on 

property at the hands of bandits in 1904.  His son 

sold the ranch in the mid-1920s who started 

welcoming guests to the property.  The present day 

ranch has 640 acres and also leases from the U.S. Forrest Service approximately 60,000 acres for its 

cattle operation.  Guests today can experience its varied history and relax with miles of scenic horse 

trails, four tennis courts a swimming pool, and the same spectacular Arizona sunsets the cowboys used 

to watch after a long ride. 

 Tel: (800) 234-3833 

14301 E Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85748 

 

VAIL: Empire Ranch sits at the heart of the 42,000-acre Las Cienegas National Conservation Area (NCA).  

The Empire Ranch House is a 22-room adobe and wood frame building, which dates to 1870 and is listed 

in the National Register of Historic Places.  The site also includes several other historic outbuildings and 

barns.  Empire Ranch has been a working cattle ranch for 140 years. 

 Empire Ranch Rd, Vail, AZ 85641 

 

YUMA: Castle Dome Museum is a museum and ghost town dedicated to the preservation and 

restoration of Castle Dome City. The site is comprised of more than 50 weather-beaten buildings that 

give visitors the impression that they have just discovered a lost city.  The city was once larger than 

Yuma.  There are more than 300 mines in the Castle Dome District, and it is the longest-worked mining 

district in the state, starting in 1864 and going until 1979.  Many artifacts were left in the mines.  They 

have since been retrieved and are on display in the town. 

 Tel: (928) 920-3062 

Castle Dome Mine Rd, Yuma, AZ 85365 

 

  

 

Todd Brenneman 

http://www.tanqueverderanch.com/
https://www.empireranchfoundation.org/
http://castledomemuseum.org/
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YUMA: Colorado River State Historic Park — 

The Colorado River State Historic Park is located 

on a portion of the grounds of the old U.S. Army 

Quartermaster Depot (QMD) established in 1864. 

The Park includes a visitor center, the office of 

the Depot Quartermaster, the officer’s quarters, 

the corral house, the storehouse, a passenger 

train car, and more.  Visitors can learn about how 

supplies delivered by ship from the Sea of Cortez 

were distributed to Army forts throughout the 

Southwest.  

Tel: (928) 783-0071  

201 N 4th Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364 

 

YUMA: Lutes Casino — The only gambling here is the sale of lottery tickets, but the building was a 

gambling hall and billiard parlor in the early 1900s.  The inside is decorated in memorabilia that the 

owner has been collecting since the 1960s.  For a unique treat, don’t miss the hot-dog-topped 

cheeseburger “Especial,” their signature burger since 1951. 

Tel: (928) 782-2192 

221 Main St, Yuma, AZ 85364 

 

YUMA: Pivot Point Interpretative Plaza — See a 1907 Baldwin steam locomotive, hear a “ghost train” 

travel along the original railroad alignment, and learn about the historic importance of the Yuma 

crossing.  The outdoor exhibit area opened in 2010 where Madison Avenue meets the river - the exact 

site where the first railroad train entered Arizona in 1877. 

Tel: (928) 373-5198 

 N Madison Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364 (At the northernmost point of the street) 

 

YUMA: Sanguinetti House Museum — The 19th-century adobe 

home showcases Yuma’s pioneer days in one of downtown’s oldest 

buildings, surrounded by rose gardens and an aviary. It is now an 

Arizona Historical Society museum that chronicles E. F. 

Sanguinetti’s (1867-1945) life as the Merchant Prince of Yuma. Visit 

the museum and hear stories of how Sanguinetti came to Yuma as 

a penniless young man at just 15 years old. He quickly grew to 

become a civic-minded businessman whose various enterprises—

electricity, ice house, ranching, farming, merchandising, banking, 

and real estate—advanced his own well-being and that of the 

community he loved. 

Tel: (928) 782-1841 

 240 S Madison Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364 

 

Arizona State Park Department 

 

Yuma CVB 

https://azstateparks.com/colorado-river
http://www.lutescasino.com/
http://www.visityuma.com/pivot-point.html
http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/museums/yuma/
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YUMA: Yuma Territorial Prison State Historic Park — Sitting on a bluff overlooking the Colorado River 

are the remains of Arizona’s famous Yuma 

Territorial Prison. On July 1, 1876, the first seven 

inmates entered the Territorial Prison at Yuma and 

were locked into the new cells they had built 

themselves. A total of 3,069 prisoners, including 29 

women, lived within the walls during the prison's 33 

years of operation. You can enter the cells where 

the Southwest’s most hardened criminals were once 

locked up. 

 Tel: (928) 783-4771 

 220 Prison Hill Rd, Yuma, AZ 85364 

 

Statehood:              

Northern Arizona: 
 

HACKBERRY: Hackberry School — Located at the 

end of Main in the tiny Route 66 town of Hackberry, 

the Old Hackberry School was built in 1917.  The 

school district had two school sites in the 1990's, 

one at Hackberrry, and one at the current site near 

I-40 exit 66, 20 miles out of Kingman, AZ.  The 

original school at Hackberry was closed and 

then flooded.  The school is not open for tours, but 

it is a photogenic example of early Arizona 

architecture, complete with an actual working 

school bell. 

 Main, Hackberry, AZ 86411 

 

HACKBERRY: Hackberry General Store — Originally operated by the Route 66 artist Bob Waldmire who 

traveled the road in his orange 1972 Volkswagen 

Microbus, the Hackberry General Store is a favored 

stop among travelers of Old 66.  Bob was the 

unofficial inspiration of Fillmore in the 

Disney/Pixar movie Cars.  Hackberry is a scenic 

photo stop and gift shop with tons of Route 66 

memorabilia, including signs, old cars, nostalgic gas 

pumps, and more. 

 Tel: (928) 769-2605 

 11255 AZ-66, Hackberry, AZ 86411 

 

Yuma CVB 

 

Dan Shewmaker 

http://www.yumaprison.org/
http://www.hesd.net/about.html
http://www.gokingman.com/day-trip-Hackberry-General-Store
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JEROME: Jerome State Historic Park — The 

Douglas Mansion has been an eye-catching 

landmark in Jerome since 1916, when James S. 

Douglas built it on the hill just above his Little 

Daisy Mine. This former home is now a museum 

devoted to the history of the Jerome area and 

the Douglas family. The museum features 

photographs, artifacts, minerals, a video 

presentation, and a 3-D model of the town with 

its underground mines. There are more displays 

outside along with a picnic area offering a 

beautiful panoramic view of the Verde Valley.  

Tel: (928) 634-5381 

100 Douglas Rd, Jerome, AZ 86331 

 

KAYENTA: Navajo Code Talker Exhibit in Burger King — Located in the heart of the Navajo reservation, 

this Burger King houses photos, articles, and 

artifacts that explain how 400 locals fluent in 

Navajo volunteered to join a secret unit of 

cryptographers, or "Code Talkers," during WWII.  

The Navajo Code was never cracked and helped 

the US win the Battle of Iwo Jima, among others.  

According to Richard Mike, the son of a Code 

Talker, the restaurant contains “more Code 

Talker memorabilia than the Pentagon does.” 

Tel: (928) 697-3534 

Highway 160, Kayenta, AZ 86033 

  

KINGMAN: Bonelli House — The Bonelli House was built in 1915 after the family’s first home was 

destroyed in a fire.  The house provides an excellent example of Anglo-territorial architecture, as well as 

the lifestyle of a prominent Arizona family at the turn of the 20th century. Stonemason, Mr. 

Prendergast, used local volcanic stone for its thick exterior walls and on the inside a fire-resistant 

mixture of plaster and lime was applied to all its walls. To increase the aspect of fire safety, George and 

Effie designed their home with exit doors to the veranda in each room on both levels. 

 Tel: (928) 753-3195 

430 E Spring St, Kingman, AZ 86401 

  

(Navajo Nation Flag with the US Flag) 
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KINGMAN: Arizona Route 66 Museum — Located on the second floor of the Powerhouse Building, this 

historic museum features imaginative and ever-expanding 

displays of vehicles, photographs, brilliant murals, life-size 

dioramas, and artifacts gathered over the history of each of 

the groups that have traveled what came to be known as “The 

Mother Road.”  The theater features a one-hour movie that 

tells the story of Route 66 in Arizona. The Electric Car Museum 

includes a fascinating selection of electric vehicles such as race 

cars, motorcycles, and autos. The electric car collection 

includes a Detroit Electric coupe from the 1920s, Willy 

Nelson’s golf cart, and the Buckeye Bullet, among others. 

 Tel: (928) 753-9889 

120 W Andy Devine Ave, Kingman, AZ 86401 

 

OATMAN: Oatman is a former gold mining town located in the Black Mountains of Mohave County, 

Arizona. It boomed from 1910 to the 1920s, but the gold mines were shut down for WWII to make way 

for copper mining.  Route 66 was bypassed in 1953, and the town was all but abandoned by the 1960s.  

Today, Oatman has undergone a renaissance of sorts in recent years, thanks to burgeoning worldwide 

interest in Route 66. The mines were reopened 

during the 1990s and again in 2010.  Wild burros 

(donkeys) that are decedents of the ones used in 

Oatman’s original mining operations freely roam 

the town and can be hand-fed "burro chow" that 

is readily available in practically every store in 

town.  The town features gold mine tours and 

live gunfights daily. 

 Tel: (928) 768-6222 or (928) 234-0344 

 Oatman, AZ 86433 

 

 

SELIGMAN: Delgadillo’s Snow Cap is cherished by 

tourists for the antics pulled on them while they 

try to order food and drinks. It is one of the 

wackiest, off-beat burger joints around. World-

wide visitors seek the nostalgia of Historic Route 

66 and the jokes that are famous at the Snow Cap. 

The tradition continues of serving up a generous 

dose of humor along with some of the best red 

chiliburgers and tacos, not to mention great 

shakes and soft ice cream. 

 Tel: (928) 422-3291 

 301 AZ-66, Seligman, AZ 86337 

 

Jill McCoomber 

https://www.mohavemuseum.org/az-route-66-museum.html
https://www.oatmangoldroad.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/biz/restaurant-seligman-86337/Delgadillos-Snow-Cap-419894931438847/
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WINDOW ROCK: Window Rock Tribal Park and 

Veteran’s Memorial —The Capital of the Navajo 

Nation is named for small the graceful and 

mysterious redstone at the center of this park.  The 

Navajo People have also built a Veteran’s Memorial 

at the base of Window Rock to honor the Navajos 

who served in the U.S. military.  Many Navajo 

soldiers are recognized in the annals of history for 

their role as Code Talkers, whereby they used the 

native language to create a code that was never 

broken by the enemy.  Historians credit the Navajo 

Code Talkers for helping to win World War II.  The 

park has many symbolic structures: a circular path outlining the four cardinal directions, 16 angled steel 

pillars with the names of war veterans, and a healing sanctuary that is used for reflection and solitude 

that features a fountain made of sandstone.   

 Tel: (928) 871-6647 

 Window Rock, AZ 86515 

 

WINSLOW: La Posada — This National Historic 

Landmark dating back to 1930, is the last 

Harvey House built in the U.S. The architect and 

designer of this building, Mary Colter, designed 

all of the Grand Canyon buildings except El 

Tovar. Allan Affeldt has restored the building 

and grounds and has opened the house as a 

hotel.  Rooms are beautifully furnished and 

each offers a glimpse of how it must have been 

to stay in this great hotel during the 30s. 

Surrounded by seven acres of lawns, flowers, 

and one of the largest stands of cottonwoods, you can walk, relax and watch the trains pass.  The 

restaurant on property, Turquoise Room, is considered by many to be the finest restaurant in the entire 

Four Corners region.  The restaurant re-creates the elegant dining experience of the famous Turquoise 

Room dining car on the Santa Fe Railway’s Super Chief that was frequented by Hollywood Stars like 

Eleanor Powell. 

Tel: (928) 289-4366  

303 E 2nd St (Route 66), Winslow, AZ 86047 

 

  

 

Navajo Nation Tourism 
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WINSLOW: Two Guns, AZ was a former tourist stop on Route 66, originally known as Canyon Lodge.  

Harry “Two Guns” Miller started a zoo on the property, featuring animals native to Arizona.  He also 

built fake ruins in the Apache Death Cave, where 42 Apache died in battle with the Navajo after raiding 

and killing Navajo encampments in 1878. Today, visitors can explore the ruins of the zoo, the cave, and 

the mysterious ghost town that is purportedly cursed. 

 2 Guns, Winslow, AZ 86047 

 

Central Arizona: 
 

APACHE JUNCTION: Dolly Steamboat — Nestled in the heart of the Superstition Mountains lies the 

spectacular Canyon Lake, home of the Dolly Steamboat. Continuing a tradition of cruising since 1925, 

the Dolly Steamboat now cruises the secluded 

inner waterways of this beautiful lake.  The 

serene lake is a haven for wildlife, from desert 

bighorn sheep to bald eagles.  The Dolly 

Steamboat offers wildlife viewing tours during 

the day, and during the twilight cruise visitors 

can observe the wildlife as they settle in for the 

evening.  

 Tel: (480) 827-9144 

16802 E Apache Trail, Apache Junction, 

AZ 85119 

 

CHANDLER: Arizona Railway Museum houses an extensive collection of vintage and antique railway 

cars, machinery and artifacts.  Among its collection are several locomotives, a WWII army crane car, a 

trolley car from Toronto, several passenger cars, horse cars, side dump cars for hauling rocks, a railroad 

wreck crane, mine cars, box cars, cabooses, and more.  The museum houses a control station and 

railroad artifacts.  Guests can explore many of the restored cars to experience the history of railroad 

travel.  The oldest car dates from 1879, though most of the cars and equipment was made between 

1920 and 1960.  The museum is open on weekends September-May. 

 Tel: (480) 821-1108 

 330 E Ryan Rd, Chandler, AZ 85286 

 

MESA: The Commemorative Air Force Museum is the only combat aviation museum in the Phoenix 

area. Visitors can take an ‘edu-venture’ through history and learn how aircraft evolved as a heroic 

partner to ground and sea operations from WWI to present. Guests get to walk through a 

working hangar and watch aircraft mechanics at work. This museum lets guest climb aboard the 

bombers and cargo planes or, better yet, book an once-in-a-lifetime flight in an authentic warbird. For 

the flight option, visitors can choose among seven WWII aircraft, from an open biplane to a cargo plane 

to some of the rarest bombers in the world. 

 Tel: (480) 924-1940 
 2017 N Greenfield Rd, Mesa, AZ 85215 
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PARKER: Poston Memorial Monument is a 30-foot-tall column erected in memory of the Colorado 

River War Relocation Center where 17,867 Japanese descendants were interned in three camps during 

WWII. 

 Tel: (928) 669-9211  

26600 Mohave Rd, Parker, AZ 85344 

 

PHOENIX: Arizona Biltmore History Tour — 

The Arizona Biltmore, a landmark hotel in 

Phoenix since 1929, was constructed in grand 

form and has been host to vibrant social 

events for 89 years. The Arizona Biltmore is a 

living architectural masterpiece, showcasing 

the seminal influence of America’s most 

heralded architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. As the 

consulting architect, Wright collaborated with 

a former student, Albert Chase McArthur, and 

his dramatic style is imbedded throughout the 

resort’s design. The historic pool, added by William Wrigley, Jr. in 1930, is renowned as Marilyn 

Monroe’s favorite pool and the site where the famed song composer, Irving Berlin, penned many tunes, 

including “White Christmas.”   

 Tel: (602) 955-6600 

 2400 E Missouri Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

 

PHOENIX: The Arizona Capitol Museum, housed in the original 

1901 Arizona Territorial and State Capitol Building, preserves, 

educates, and makes accessible Arizona’s political, social, 

cultural, environmental, and economic history.  The museum 

features four floors with more than 20 exhibits of priceless 

collections.  One exhibit shares Arizona’s journey from the 

time the United States government created the Territory of 

Arizona on February 24, 1863 to statehood on February 14, 

1912.  Visitors may enter the Governor’s Office, which was 

used by the Arizona Governor until 1974, as well as the 

Historic House Chamber, which has been restored to look as it 

did during the Arizona Constitutional Convention in 1910.  

Other exhibits include artifacts recovered from the USS Arizona, historic mining communities and the 

importance of abandoned mining sites, and a Judicial Branch exhibit.  The building also houses the 

contents of the Arizona Car on the merci train; Arizona is the only state to have the complete collection 

of contents on display. Other notable artifacts include the USS Arizona’s silver service, Sandra Day 

 

Heather Schader 

 

Aaron McDonald 
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O’Conner’s robe, the Rough Rider Flag, which was carried into the Spanish-American War and became 

the first US flag flown on foreign soil.  In front of the building is the Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza. 

 Tel: (602) 926-3620 

1700 W Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

PHOENIX: Orpheum Theatre Tour — Built in 1929 in the Spanish Baroque Revival Style, the historic 

Orpheum Theatre sits in the center of downtown Phoenix and has seating for 1,364 guests. It is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places and is recognized as one of the West’s most significant theater 

structures.  The Theatre was restored at the cost of more than $14 million and reopened in January 

1997 with Carol Channing in Hello Dolly.  Public tours are available on alternating Tuesdays. 

 Tel: (602) 262-6225 

100 N 3rd St, Phoenix, Arizona 85004  

 

PHOENIX: Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza — This Plaza is Arizona’s tribute to veterans, fallen officers, 

victims of terrorism and crime, and others who have worked to 

serve their communities and country.  This serene park located 

across from the capitol has monuments and memorials 

dedicated to the Civil War, the Navajo Code Talkers of WWII, 

those that fell on the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor, Jewish 

Veterans, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, victims of the 

Armenian Genocide, victims of September 11th, Peace Officers, 

Firefighters, Pioneer Women, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the Bill 

of Rights, the recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor, 

homicide victims, fallen police dogs, religious leaders, and 

others. 

 1700 W Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85007  

 

PHOENIX: Wrigley Mansion — Wrigley 

Mansion, a landmark originally constructed in 

1932 by chewing gum personality William 

Wrigley Jr., was thoughtfully designed as a 50th 

anniversary gift to his beloved wife, Ada.  Its 

architecture includes curated elements 

of Spanish, California Monterey and 

Mediterranean styles. Original tiles still grace 

the Mansion, having been shipped from the 

Wrigley family’s tile factory on Catalina Island 

and carted up the hill by donkey. In 1992, as 

the city of Phoenix was planning to tear it down 

to make room for condos, the late Geordie Hormel and his wife Jamie fell in love with the property and 

purchased it with the intention of sharing it with everyone.  Today, it is an award-winning premier fine 

dining and special event venue that boasts breathtaking views of downtown Phoenix. Tours are available 

 

Aaron McDonald 
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and recount the colorful history and memorable details of two grand families – Wrigley and Hormel – 

that make the Wrigley Mansion one of Phoenix’s most storied landmarks.  

 Tel: (602) 955-4079 

 2501 E Telawa Trail, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

 

Southern Arizona: 
 

BENSON: Old Benson Ice Cream Stop — This retro ice cream shop has more than 50 flavors of soft 

serve, so there is something for all ice cream lovers to enjoy.  The shop also serves sundaes, Italian 

sodas, and their signature Glaciers.   

Tel: (520) 586-2050 

102 W 4th St, Benson, AZ 85602 

  

BISBEE: The Shady Dell — The Shady Dell 

Vintage Trailer Court’s long and epic 

journey began in 1927 as a place to 

provide trailer and camping spaces to 

weary travelers along the 

famous Highway 80, which stretched from 

Savannah, Georgia to San Diego, 

California.  Like its more famous 

brother Route 66, Highway 80 was a 

center of travel, exploration, and family 

getaways in the early portions of the 20th 

century.  Today, the trailer court is a nice 

mix of practicality and vintage fun-seeking for travelers.  Guests can experience what it was like to be a 

mid-20th century road tripper by staying in a vintage travel vehicle from the 1940s and 1950s, fully 

decked out with vintage televisions, appliances, and furniture.  

 Tel: (520) 432-3567 

 1 Douglas Rd, Bisbee, AZ 85603 

 

NACO: Turquoise Valley Golf Course is the oldest, continually-running golf course in Arizona.  The 

course is more than 100 years old, and has several claims to fame.  The golf course is the location where 

Black Jack Pershing camped, Pancho Villa marched, and mammoth bones were discovered.  The Works 

Progress Administration (WPA), a New Deal program instituted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 

provide jobs during the Great Depression, built the clubhouse and improved the course in the 1930s. 

 Tel: (520) 505-1642 

 1794 W Newell St, Naco, AZ 85620 
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ORACLE: El Rancho Robles — This historic ranch is nestled at the base of the Santa Catalina Mountains.  

In the 1920s, it became one of the area’s most popular dude ranches.  In the early 1900s the life of a 

cowboy was being portrayed in books, magazines, and later in motion pictures. Cowboy life was the 

envy of many people all around the globe. When the real life of the cowboy came to an end, the era of 

the guest or dude ranch began. People visited to satisfy their cowboy fantasies and get a taste of 

Arizona hospitality.  Today, the Rancho still offers a fun and relaxing guest ranch experience, complete 

with campfires.  

Tel: (520) 896-7651 

1170 N Rancho Robles Rd, Oracle, AZ 85623 

 

TUCSON: Old Tucson came to life in 

1939 when Columbia Pictures 

chose the site on which to build a 

replica of 1860s Tucson for the 

movie “Arizona.” The $2.5 million 

film set a new standard of realism 

for Hollywood Westerns, spurring 

a move from studio backdrop 

movies to outdoor epics. Local 

technicians and carpenters built the 

town from scratch, erecting more 

than 50 buildings in 40 days. 

Descendants of the Tohono 

O’odham Nation made more than 350,000 adobe bricks to create authentic structures for the film— 

without the convenience of running water. Many of those structures still stand today although 

some have been altered in subsequent years.  More than 400 movies and commercial productions have 

been filmed in Old Tucson, and visitors can walk the same streets made famous by John Wayne, Clint 

Eastwood, Elizabeth Taylor, Bing Crosby, Ingrid Bergman, Jimmy Stewart, Ronald Reagan, Frank Sinatra, 

Harrison Ford, Chevy Chase, and Leonardo DiCaprio.  Visitors may also enjoy carousel rides, antique car 

rides, train rides, stunt shows, can-can performances, musical revues, living history tours, and museums. 

 Tel: (520) 883-0100 

201 S Kinney Rd, Tucson, AZ 85735 

 

  

 

Visit Tucson 
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TUCSON: Pima Air & Space Museum — Sitting on 80 

acres, Pima Air & Space Muesum is one of the 

largest non-government-funded aerospace 

museums in the world, known for its significant 

collection of more than 350 commercial, private, 

and military aircraft housed in six huge hangars 

(three are dedicated to World War II). See the 

world’s fastest plane (the SR-71 Blackbird), the 

smallest bi-plane, and the smallest jet, among other 

marvels. Docent-led walking tours and museum 

ground tram tours are offered daily.   

The Museum also offers bus tours of the 2,600-acre 

“Aircraft Boneyard,” the U.S. military and government aircraft storage facility.  Aerospace 

Maintenance & Regeneration Group (AMARG)– often referred to as “The Boneyard” – is an aerospace 

storage and maintenance facility located at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson. The Boneyard 

controls more than 4,200 aircraft from all 

branches of the U.S. military (Air Force, Navy, 

Army, Marines and Coast Guard), which are 

either being regenerated or recycled. Tours 

must be reserved 10 days in advance and are 

available weekdays.  US citizens must bring their 

driver’s license or state-issued ID, and 

international visitors must bring their passport. 

Tel: (520) 574-0462 

6000 E Valencia Rd, Tucson, AZ 85756 

 

TUCSON: The Tucson Rodeo Parade Museum originated in February 1925 and has continued for more 

than 90 years.  Today it is the largest non-motorized parade in the US.  Since 1925, the Parade 

Committee has acquired more than 125 vehicles, most of which were donated.  More than 100 of the 

vehicles are on display in four buildings.  The Museum boasts several Fringe Top Surreys that were 

actually rented for use in the filming of “Oklahoma,” which was filmed in Southern Arizona.   The 

collection also includes Tucson’s first chemical fire wagon, the city’s first garbage truck, a Tucson police 

paddy wagon, circus related vehicles, the personal buggy of Andrew Carnegie, and the Maximillian I & 

Carlotta of Mexico coronation carriage made in France.  The main adobe structure built in the 1930s to 

house the sheriff’s livery includes a re-created Tucson Main St from 1900.  The exhibit consists of a 

Blacksmith shop, Chinese laundry, line shack, city jail, mercantile, and a railroad display. 

Tel: (520) 294-3636 

4823 S 6th Ave, Tucson, AZ 85714 
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YUMA: Heritage Center at the U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground — This unique museum preserves and 

shares the history of this U.S. Army testing facility – including General George S. Patton’s use of lands in 

the area for his Desert Training Center during World War II. **Entrance to the military base is limited to 

U.S. citizens except on escorted tours and requires vehicle registration, insurance card, and photo IDs.  

 Tel: (928) 328-3394 

 Yuma Proving Ground, Yuma, AZ 85364 

 

http://www.visityuma.com/destination/yuma-proving-ground-heritage-center

