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Cultural Heritage  

    
 

 

Arizona has a unique landscape full of canyons and caves formed by prehistoric phenomena.  These 

canyons, caves, and fossils influenced Native American culture and customs.  Far from the teepees or 

lodges seen elsewhere in the country, Arizona is home to many well-preserved cliff dwellings, pit 

houses, and petroglyph sites, where the ancestral tribes of Arizona lived, worked, and worshipped.  

Centuries later, the Spanish conquistadors and missionaries established presidios and missions, forever 

changing the cultural and religious landscape of the area.  As a part of New Spain, Arizona became part 

of independent Mexico in 1821 following the Mexican Revolution, until the Mexican-American War and 

the Gadsden Purchase added the territory to the US in the mid-1800s.  Before long, miners with gold 

fever began prospecting the land in hopes of striking at rich; pioneers seeking religious freedom spread 

throughout the territory in hopes of finding peace; and ranchers looking for a prosperous life beyond 

the ruins of a country ravaged by Civil War became the cowboys of legend.  Unfortunately, tƘŜ ¦{Ωǎ 

period of westward expansion was also fraught with conflict, and US Army forts began to dot the 

landscape, as they attempted to bring the area, including the Native Americans and lawless gunslingers, 

under US dominion.  Finally, on February 14, 1912, Arizona became the 48th State in the US.  This list of 

sites pertaining to these people and events is in no way exhaustive but gives a good foundation to 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ throughout the state. 
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Prehistoric:              

 

Northern Arizona: 
 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Grand Canyon 

National Park τ Unique combinations of geologic color 

and erosional forms decorate a canyon that is 277 river 

miles (446km) long, up to 18 miles (29km) wide, and a 

mile (1.6km) deep. The sedimentary rocks exposed 

throughout the canyon are rich with marine fossils such 

as crinoids, brachiopods, and sponges with several layers 

containing terrestrial fossils such as leaf and dragonfly 

wing impressions, and footprints of scorpions, 

centipedes, and reptiles. Ancient fossils preserved in the 

rock layers range from algal mats and microfossils from Precambrian Time (1,200 million to 740 million 

years ago) to a multitude of body and trace fossils from the Paleozoic Era (525 million to 270 million 

years ago).  Visitors will not find dinosaur fossils in the Grand Canyon because the rocks of the canyon 

are older than the oldest known dinosaurs. Based on archeological evidence, hunter-gatherers passed 

through the canyon 10,000 or more years ago. The ancestral Puebloan people have lived in and around 

the Canyon for several thousand years, leaving behind dwellings, garden sites, food storage areas, and 

artifacts. Modern tribes still consider the Grand Canyon to be their homeland.  

 Tel: (928) 638-7888 

 Northwestern Arizona 

 

PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK: Petrified Forest National Park τ Within an area of colorful and 

strangely eroded badlands is a paleontological wonderland of trees that have turned to stone and 

fossilized animal bones from 225 million years ago. At the northern end of the park is the Painted 

Desert, a vast area of purple, red and orange sediments which form colorful badlands. Facilities include 

the Rainbow Forest museum, two picnic areas, curio 

shops and a restaurant. The park also has a program 

that provides an introduction to paleontology field 

work.  The Fossil Dig program is part of the Petrified 

Forest Field Institute offered by the Petrified Forest 

Museum Association.  The one-day excursion includes a 

behind-the-scenes tour of the ParkΩǎ fossil collections 

and the chance to go on a fossil dig with the pros.  This 

is a real paleontological dig, not a simulation, and 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ 

collection. 

Tel: (928) 524-6228  

1 Park Rd, Petrified Forest National Park, AZ 86028 

 

Rachel Simmons 

 

NPS 

https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org/classes/
https://www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org/classes/
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TUBA CITY: Moenkopi Dinosaur Tracks τ Located on the Navajo Nation 

in northeastern Arizona, the tracks were formed on what was once a 

sandy beach during the Mesozoic Era.  The site includes a variety of 

dinosaur tracks trailing in different directions.  The tracks have been 

verified by paleontologists, and a fossilized dinosaur skeleton was 

discovered nearby more than 70 years ago. 

U.S. Hwy 160, Tuba City, AZ 86045 (At the crossroad of U.S. Hwy 

160/Moenave Rd.) 

 

WINSLOW: Meteor Crater τ The Meteor Crater is renowned as 

best preserved and first proven meteorite impact site on Earth.  

Located just off of Route 66 Meteor Crater is the breath-taking 

result of a collision between an asteroid traveling at 26,000 

miles per hour and Planet Earth approximately 50,000 years ago.  

The Meteor Crater Interactive Discovery Center contains many 

exciting interactive displays and exhibits, making it the most 

extensive and informative museum of its type on earth. 

Tel: (928) 289-5898 

Interstate 40, Exit 233, Winslow, AZ 86047 USA 

 

Southern Arizona: 
 

BENSON: Kartchner Caverns State Park 

ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŜǘΣ άƭƛǾŜέ ŎŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

stunning limestone formations that 

continue to grow in the darkness. The 

ŎŀǾŜǊƴǎ Ƙƻǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

diverse minerals and formations, such 

as icicle-like stalactites and giant 

stalagmites reaching up from the 

ground, sometimes meeting to form a 

massive columnΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ showcase ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ecology, paleontology, 

archaeology, and history.  Bones, many from ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜǊƴǎΩ 

development.  Evidence of human habitation on the park property is also displayed. Original 86,000-

year-old sloth bones and a 36,000-year-old horse skull are displayed in the Discovery Center, as well as 

small bones from bear, extinct antelope, bobcat, ringtail cat, and rabbit. 

 Tel: (520) 586-4100 

 2980 Arizona 90, Benson, AZ 85602 

 

 

Arizona State Parks and Trails 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://meteorcrater.com/
https://azstateparks.com/kartchner
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SIERRA VISTA: San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area τ 

Containing about 40 miles of the upper San Pedro River, this site is 

home to a rare remnant of the desert riparian ecosystem as well as 

significant archaeological and cultural sites.  One of the most 

popular sites in the area is the Murray Springs Clovis Site.  People 

belonging to what is now called the Clovis Culture first arrived in 

this area 11,000 years ago and were the earliest known inhabitants 

of North America.  Named after the distinctive and beautifully 

crafted Clovis spear points they made, they were expert hunters of 

the large mammals of the last Ice Age.  An interpretive trail leads 

visitors through the site, where they can find a nine-panel exhibit 

including displays of two killsites and one campsite.  

 Tel: (520) 439-6400 

N Moson Rd, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

Native American:             
 

Northern Arizona: 
 

BEASLEY FLAT: Mindeleff Cavates τ The array of caves across the Verde River from the Beasley Flat Day 

Use Area is known as the Mindeleff Cavate Lodge Group, named after Cosmos Mindeleff, a surveyor and 

architectural draftsman who recorded the site on his seminal survey of Verde River ruins. The site 

consists of 98 hand carved caves and 367 rooms connected by tunnels. 

 Beasley Flat, AZ 86322 

  

CAMP VERDE: Montezuma Castle National 

Monument τ Montezuma Castle is one of the 

best-preserved cliff dwellings in North America.  

This 20 room high-rise apartment, nestled into 

a towering limestone cliff, tells a story of 

ingenuity, survival and ultimately, prosperity in 

an unforgiving desert landscape.  Visitors can 

take an easy 1/3-mile trail to a peaceful grove, 

where they can view the 900-year-old legacy of 

the ancient Sinagua culture. The National 

Monument is also home to other ruins, such as 

rockshelters, pueblos, and irrigation systems. **Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the 

Montezuma National Monument and the Tuzigoot National Monument.  No need to pay twice.**  

Tel: (928) 567-3322 ext 221 

Montezuma Castle Rd, Camp Verde, AZ 86322 

 

Christine Charrow 

https://www.blm.gov/visit/san-pedro
https://www.explorecochise.com/Murray-Springs-Clovis-Site
http://sedonaverdevalley.org/mindeleff-cavates/
https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
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CHINLE: Canyon de Chelly τ Located in northeastern Arizona on the 

bŀǾŀƧƻ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ /ŀƴȅƻƴ 5Ŝ /ƘŜƭƭȅ όǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŘŜ ǎƘŀȅΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪέύ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ bŀǾŀƧƻ 

culture. The 84,000 acre monument sits at an elevation of 5500 feet 

and showcases impressive ancient ruins built into the steep 

sandstone canyons. The canyon walls also display ancient 

petroglyphs and pictographs. From the canyon floor, the towering 

monolith of Spider Rock stands 800 feet above the canyon floor and 

is regarded as the center of the Navajo universe, making this a 

sacred place to the Navajo people.  A guide is not necessary to hike 

the White House Ruins trail.  Self-guided driving tours also provide 

incredible canyon views. 

 Tel: (928) 674-5500 

Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Chinle, AZ 86503 

 

CLARKDALE: Tuzigoot National Monument τ Crowning a desert hilltop 

are the remains of a 110-room, multi-level pueblo that shows us an 

ancient village built by the Sinagua people. The Sinaguas were farmers 

and artists with trade connections that spanned hundreds of miles. This 

pueblo site includes a 1/3-mile path that takes visitors to the ancient 

village plaza, around the ruins, into the citadel of the pueblo, and then 

onto the top-story roof.  The first buildings in the pueblo were built 

around AD 1000, and the site was inhabited until around AD 1400. 

**Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the Montezuma 

Naitional Monument and the Tuzigoot National Monument.  You do 

not need to pay twice.**   

 Tel: (928) 634-5564 

 25 Tuzigoot Rd, Clarkdale, AZ 86324 

 

FLAGSTAFF: Museum of Northern Arizona τ The Museum of Northern Arizona is considered to be 

Northern Arizona's premier museum to learn 

about Native cultures, tribal life, and traditional 

arts and stories of the surrounding region. 

Interactive exhibits feature geology, natural 

history, anthropology, and archaeology of the 

Colorado Plateau.  The Museum is also home to 

several annual heritage festivals, including the 

Zuni Festival, Hopi Festival, and Navajo Festival.  

Tel: (928) 774-5213 

3101 N Ft Valley Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

 

Larry D. Fellows 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.nps.gov/cach/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuzi/index.htm
https://musnaz.org/
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Flagstaff CVB 

 

FLAGSTAFF: Walnut Canyon National Park τ Hundreds 

of years ago, the Sinagua Indians arrived at Walnut 

Canyon with new ideas and skills including masonry. 

They built more than 300 small cliff rooms in the 

recesses of the canyon's limestone walls, the ruins of 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

are located within the monument.  No camping 

facilities are available in the park, but a picnic area is 

provided. The main trail involves a climb of 185 ft. on a 

stairway.  

Tel: (928) 526-3367 

3 Walnut Canyon Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86004  

 

FLAGSTAFF: Wupatki National Monument preserves 

dozens of ancestral Puebloan villages between the 

Painted Desert and ponderosa highlands of northern 

Arizona.  Ancient pueblos dot red-rock outcroppings 

across miles of prairie. This place was once a bustling 

hub where the people of the Northern Sinagua, 

Cohonina, Kayenta, and Hohokam archeological 

culture groups built pueblos, raised families, farmed, 

traded, and thrived among these seemingly barren 

hills and washes.  

Tel: (928) 679-2365 

25137 N Sunset Crater-Wupatki Loop Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

 

 FORT APACHE: Kinishba Ruins τ Located approximately four miles west of Fort Apache, the Kinishba 

Ruins National Historic Landmark is a satellite resource of the Fort Apache Historic Park. Occupied by 

Zuni and Hopi ancestors until about AD 1400, the village was excavated and partly reconstructed in the 

мфолǎ ōȅ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ .ȅǊƻƴ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎǎΦ Lƴ мффоΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩǎ άtǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ мέ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 

threatened National Historic Landmarks. Stabilization work supported by grants from the Arizona 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CǳƴŘ όŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

(administered by the National Park Service) has allowed the Tribe to preserve this important site. 

**Visitors to Kinishba Ruins must check in at the museum at Fort Apache Historic Park, where 

interpretive guides are available. Admission to the museum and historic park includes access to the 

ruins.** 

Tel: (928) 338-4625 

 127 Scout St, Fort Apache, AZ 85926 

 

 

Flagstaff CVB 

https://www.nps.gov/waca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wupa/index.htm
http://www.wmat.nsn.us/fortapachepark.htm
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FREDONIA: Pipe Spring National Monument τ 

Beneath vermilion cliffs, Ancestral Puebloans, 

Kaibab Paiutes, Mormon ranchers, plants, 

animals, and many others depended on the life-

giving water found at the desert oasis at Pipe 

Spring.  In 1923, it became of the earliest 

National Park sites set aside for its cultural and 

historic value.  Today, the monument preserves 

the history of ancient and western life at the 

center of one of the most dramatic landscapes 

in the United States. Visitors can learn about 

settler and Kaibab Paiute life by exploring the museum, historic fort and cabins, garden, and Ridge Trail.  

Guests can visit with rangers, meet ranch animals, and attend living history demonstrations and talks. 

 Tel: (928) 643-7105 

406 Pipe Springs Rd, Fredonia, AZ 86022 

 

GANADO: Hubbell Trading Posts National Historic 

Site is the oldest operating trading post on the 

Navajo Nation.  Hubbell Trading Post has been 

serving Ganado by selling goods and Native 

American Art since 1878.  Visitors can take a stroll 

around the homestead to see the sheep, horses, 

chicken, historic barn, farming equipment, and the 

two Navajo hogans.  They can also walk the 

Veterans Trail along the Pueblo Colorado Wash and 

take in the natural beauty of the landscape.  The 

trading post is still open for business, and the trader still purchases handmade crafts directly from artists 

at the trading post.  The rug and jewelry room has a great selection of authentic Navajo rugs and other 

southwest Native American arts and crafts for sale.  

 Tel: (928) 755-3475  

 1/2 Mile W Hwy 191, Ganado, AZ 86505 

 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Tusayan Ruin and Museum is operated by Grand Canyon National 

Park. This ruin is one of more than 4000 archaeological sites recorded within Grand 

Canyon National Park. Tree ring dates indicate that people began construction of Tusayan 

Pueblo around AD 1185. The style of buildings and artifacts is the ancestral Puebloan culture.  A trail 

takes visitors around the village, which includes a ceremonial chamber called a kivaa, living area, storage 

rooms, and a farming area.   

 3 miles west of the Desert View Watchtower, Grand Canyon National Park, AZ 86023 

 

 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

https://www.nps.gov/pisp/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hutr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hutr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm#CP_JUMP_1885774
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
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KYKOTSMOVI VILLAGE: The Hopi village of Oraibi is the oldest continuously-inhabited Native American 

settlement in the United States. Oraibi (o-REI-bei) pueblo was established between AD 900 and 1000 on 

a mesa 55 miles north of Winslow, in Navajo County, AZ. The village was discovered in 1540 by Pedro de 

Tovar, a lieutenant of Coronado. The mission of San Francisco, established on the site in 1629, was 

destroyed in the Pueblo revolt of 1680, and today, the ruins of the mission stand in contrast to old stone 

and newer cinder block houses.  For centuries, Oraibi was the most important pueblo of the Hopi 

Indians, but because of economic disturbances and internal dissension, many of the inhabitants left in 

1907 to form the pueblos of Hotevilla and Bacavi. Oraibi, also called Old Oraibi, is still home to members 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΦ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƴŀǇǇing a 

photo. 

 Oraibi, Kykotsmovi Village, AZ 86039 

 

SEDONA: Honanki Heritage Site and its sister site, Palatki, were the largest cliff dwellings of the Red 

Rock country between AD 1150 and 1350. The Sinagua, ancestors of the Hopi, lived here preparing 

meals, raising their families, and making tools from stone, leather, and wood.  Dr. Jesse Walter Fewkes, 

famous turn-of-the-century archaeologist from the Smithsonian Institution, gave them the Hopi names 

of Honanki (Badger House) and Palatki (Red House). The Hopi, however, have no specific names for 

these sites. 

11750 N Loy Butte Rd, Sedona, AZ 86336 

 

SEDONA: Palatki Heritage Site and its sister site, Honanki, were the largest cliff dwellings of the Red 

Rock country between AD 1150 and 1350. The Sinagua, ancestors of the Hopi, lived here preparing 

meals, raising their families, and making tools from stone, leather, and wood.  Dr. Jesse Walter Fewkes, 

famous turn-of-the-century archaeologist from the Smithsonian Institution, gave them the Hopi names 

of Honanki (Badger House) and Palatki (Red House). The Hopi, however, have no specific names for 

these sites.  Palatki Heritage Site has a visitor center and three trails, including one trail that takes you 

up to the Sinagua Cliff Dwellings, one that takes you to a view of the dwellings and a third that goes to 

the alcoves that shelter petroglyphs from every native culture to ever occupy the Verde Valley. The area 

next to the cliff dwelling is limited to ten visitors at a time. Reservations are strongly encouraged. 

Tel: (928) 282-3854 

Forest Road 795 Sedona AZ 86336, Sedona, AZ 86336 

 

SHONTO: Navajo National Monument consists of three non-contiguous monuments all located within 

the Navajo Nation in Northeastern Arizona. Betatakin and Keet Seel are open for guided tours during the 

summer season. Call to make a reservation for the Keet Seel tour. Inscription House has been closed to 

visitation since 1968, as it is a very fragile site.  The Ancestral Puebloans built these Tsegi Phase villages 

within the natural sandstone alcoves of the canyons between AD 1250 and 1300. These cliff dwellings 

boast original architectural elements such as roof beams, masonary walls, rock art, and hand and foot 

holds.  Three self-guided rim trails offer views of the canyon, the forest, and the cliff dwellings. 

Tel: (928) 672-2700 

Highway 564, Shonto, AZ 86054 

 

https://www.visitarizona.com/cities/northern/old-oraibi/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55318&actid=119
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55368&actid=119
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/recarea/?recid=55368
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=55318&actid=119
https://www.nps.gov/nava/index.htm
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SPRINGERVILLE: Casa Malpais is the premiere archaeological site in the White Mountains of Arizona.  

This unique site features an astronomical calendar, a great kiva, ancient stairways and rock art from the 

Mogollon culture.  The Museum features artifacts from Casa Malpais and a video introduction by Hopi 

and Zuni elders.  Guided tours are available March-November; call for reservations.   

Tel: (928) 333-5375 

418 E Main St, Springerville, AZ 85938 

 

TUBA CITY: Explore Navajo Interactive Museum 

was created with the help of leading Navajo 

scholars, museum personnel and the Navajo 

artistic community to provide a vibrant 

experience for people of all ages and all nations. 

On-site demonstrations are available. The 

Explore Navajo Interactive Museum 

approximates the journey Navajos take through 

life. At more than 7,000 sq. feet, the museum 

features a traditional Navajo Hogan (home) and 

Navajo stories of creation. Navajo escorts will 

help visitors understand the exhibits of Navajo culture, traditions, family systems, and more. 

 Tel: (928) 412-0297 

 10 N Main St, Tuba City, AZ 86045 

 

 

WINSLOW: Homolovi State Park τ In the high grassland 

of 14th century northern Arizona, an ancient people 

found a home along the Little Colorado River. These 

people, the Hisat'sinom (known to archaeologists as the 

Anasazi), paused in their migrations to till the rich flood 

plain and sandy slopes before continuing north to join 

people already living on the mesas, people who are 

today known as the Hopi.  άIƻƳƻƭƻǾƛέ ƛǎ IƻǇƛ ŦƻǊ άtƭŀŎŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ Iƛƭƭǎέτthe traditional name for Winslow, 

Arizona.  Though there are many ancestral Hopi village 

ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǊǳƛƴǎέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ нлммΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IƻǇƛ ǘǊƛōŜ 

considers them spiritually alive.  

Tel: (928) 289-4106 

Winslow, AZ 86047 

 

 

 

Homolovi Ruins State Park 

 

Arizona Office of Tourism 

http://www.casamalpais.org/
http://www.discovernavajo.com/museums.aspx
https://azstateparks.com/homolovi/



































































