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A Brief Update of News Around Arizona
June 2017
The Arizona Office of Tourism is pleased to provide this monthly update of new and noteworthy items within Arizona’s tourism industry. For more information, contact Becky Blaine at bblaine@tourism.az.gov, Kim Todd at ktodd@tourism.az.gov or Marjorie Magnusson at mmagnusson@tourism.az.gov.


Adventure

Tempe, the latest city to launch Grid bike share program
Tempe is now offering public bicycles that can be rented through the Grid Bike Share program, along with neighboring cities Mesa and Phoenix. Tempe’s system includes 300 bikes, 425 racks and 30 stations, offering another alternative to residents and visitors for getting around the city with ease. The Tempe stations, open since May 15, are located in high-activity areas such as Downtown Tempe, along the light rail line, near the Arizona State University Tempe campus and at community centers. Along with Tempe’s fleet, the Grid Bike Share program across the Valley will boast a total of more than 1,100 bikes at more than 100 hubs across three cities.
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Tempe’s Grid Bike Share
Culinary 

Visit Mesa launches Fresh Food Trail package tours with DETOURS 
[image: S:\Media Relations\Weekly Brief\Images & PR in June 2017 Brief\Mesa Arizona Fresh Foodie Trail.jpg]Last year, Visit Mesa launched a self-guided tour of their Fresh Foodie Trail, connecting almost a dozen of the culinary-themed attractions in Arizona’s third-largest city and in Mesa’s neighboring towns. This year, Visit Mesa launched a partnership with DETOURS – Tours of the American West to provide a guided journey of agritourism through Mesa, Queen Creek and Gilbert. Tour guests are treated to local tastes at Queen Creek Olive Mill, Schnepf Farms, Hayden Flour Mill at Sossaman Farm and Agritopia. Serving as a culinary gateway to Greater Phoenix, the neighboring farms in and around Mesa provide a bounty of seasonal goods for visitors to enjoy year-round. This food-centric experience invites visitors to learn why their food choices matter. It’s education-plus-experience that makes the stops on the ultimate foodie road trip memorable – and popular! 
  

Dinner in the orchard in Mesa

Culture/Heritage 
[image: S:\Media Relations\Weekly Brief\Images & PR in June 2017 Brief\downtown_murals_3 Tucson Arts Brigade Mural by Rocky Martinez.jpeg]Beauty on Brick
Tucson just received the addition of eight new murals in the downtown area. The Tucson Arts Brigade chose these murals from more than sixty submissions from local artists with the hope of enriching the area with murals that reflect diversity in style and culture. Each of the eight murals are unique in subject matter, all showcasing different aspects of Tucson’s history and culture, yet they all point to a spirit of cooperation and collaboration that shows the power of locals coming together to build a community that celebrates its culture. Through their bright colors and bold images, these murals bring buildings and walls to life and add a new, creative energy. Some have transformed alleys into destinations that people are eager to visit. Whether you plan to see them or you stumble upon them, you will be pleasantly surprised with the way they display Tucson’s personality in unexpected places. 


Tucson Arts Brigade/Visit Tucson mural by Rocky Martinez



Kartchner Caverns adds three murals by Doug Quarles
[image: C:\Users\mmagnusson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_1884.jpg]The Discovery Center at Kartchner Caverns State Park recently added three murals each highlighting a different theme about the park and surrounding area.  At the entrance is a depiction of the night sky seen at Kartchner; another is a background of the Whetstone Mountains with Pleistocene horses running in the foreground (this type of horse was found in the caverns during exploration and development); the other mural is from a photo of Kartchner Caverns’ development crew taken during the development of the cave.   Skeletal remains of the early horses found on location are on display next to the mural. A video and some of the tools and equipment are presented with the mural depicting the discovery and development of the park. Local artist Doug Quarles was commissioned to paint the murals. Quarles has completed more than 30 murals throughout Benson including a Kartchner Caverns mural painted in 2015. 
 
 (
Pleistocene horses running in front of the Whetstone Mountains
)
Hotel News
The Luxury Collection announces extensive renovation plan for The Phoenician 
The Luxury Collection announced that The Phoenician, a Luxury Collection Resort, in Scottsdale, will be undergoing major refurbishments. The Phoenician will remodel its signature public areas this summer and fall.  Work began May 4, with most construction scheduled for completion by September 30, 2017. The largest refurbishment project since the resort opened in 1988, the property enhancements will include the main lobby with personalized welcome desks; the main lounge with a fresh, regionally-centric menu; the Afternoon Tea Court repositioned off the lounge to provide a more intimate traditional English experience; Il Terrazzo restaurant changes its concept and becomes Mowry & Cotton with modern American cuisine. Additionally, the Pool Complex adds additional deck space and allows for more seating and VIP areas, adds a new waterslide and other family-friendly recreation offerings such as a tree house, an adult-only hot tub and the current bar & grill will be relocated and repurposed as the Kalio Kabobery, featuring Mediterranean-inspired fare. The Shops at The Phoenician will be redesigned and the Café and Ice Cream Parlor will have a new layout, concept and menu at The Marketplace – breakfast, lunch and custom offerings presented in a “grab & go” style. The Centre for Well-Being will be replaced by The Phoenician Spa, a three-story facility featuring a rooftop pool, 24 treatment rooms – including a couple’s VIP suite – a Drybar, full-service nail salon, fitness center with movement studio and personal training gym. The complete rebuild of the spa is expected to be completed by end of December 2017.

Glamping: Farm living is the life for a new generation of experience-seekers 
One of Arizona’s oldest farming families has a new way to experience country living offering overnight stays in a collection of spruced up vintage trailers. At Schnepf Farms, a fourth-generation family homestead, visitors can go glamping (camping in style) in their collection of original 1950s-era auto trailers. The setting for this new overnight experience is a 300-acre organic peach farm that also offers a handful of paired farm activities including seasonal u-pick flowers and produce, bike rentals, farm animals, corn mazes and other outdoor charms one would expect on a farm. The trailers are decked out in mid-century décor matching the trailers original year of issue, with several trailers offering full hook ups. Each trailer faces west toward the outlying San Tan Mountains to capture Arizona’s idyllic and sought-after sunsets. This new brand of roughing it also includes individual barbecues and patio tables and chairs. The Fresh-From-the-Farm bakery and café offers full, cooked-to-order breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as an assortment of baked goods for visitors. 
[image: S:\Media Relations\Weekly Brief\Images & PR in June 2017 Brief\Glamping inside trailer at Schnepf Farms.jpg]
Interior of one of the original 1950s-era auto trailers
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Iconic Parker Strip Road Re-opened 
La Paz County has opened an iconic stretch of road on the Parker Strip. In 2014, this scenic portion of highway 95 was closed due to rockslide and large boulders. The road is a very scenic drive following along the Colorado River from Buckskin Mountain State Park to the famous Sundance Saloon.  Visitors and locals are able to take this short drive or walk the one mile scenic section following along the beautiful Parker Strip.
Along the Parker Strip
[image: S:\Media Relations\Weekly Brief\Images & PR in June 2017 Brief\SEA LIFE Colorado River Adventure IMG_4042.JPG]SEA LIFE Arizona’s Colorado River Adventure now open
SEA LIFE Arizona’s nearly $1 million-dollar new exhibit takes children and families on an interactive journey through one of the state’s most important waterways. Open since May 19, the Colorado River Adventure is a twisting and turning interactive tributary that follows the Southwestern landmark from its roots in the Rocky Mountains all the way down to the Sea of Cortez. The large-scale water play table offers an abundance of hands-on features, and guests can pump, twist and turn water while learning about conservation and how land-locked cities, such as Phoenix, affect the world’s rivers and oceans.
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Sea Life Colorado River Adventure
Wellness
Goat Yoga: the therapy you didn’t know you needed 
 (
Arizona Goat Yoga
)Sarah Williams, owner of Mesa-based Desert Paddleboards has paired up with a neighboring farm to combine two of her most loved activities – yoga and goats. Now offering classes, Arizona Goat Yoga connects yogis with their inner farm girl or boy. Whether you are in warrior pose, downward dog or simply meditating, these lovable goats help motivate and challenge you to be your best. During the guided yoga class, these gentle, sweet, and loving animals roam the fields and are placed by the instructor on guests that are in specific poses. Class attendees have described goat yoga as therapeutic and effective in relieving their daily stresses of life. According to Sarah, a 20-year yogi, Goat Yoga clears the mind and offers a chance to release endorphins from exercise and increase oxytocin with pet therapy. New offerings for the summer months are goat yoga raves and pajama parties for the after-sunset crowd. 

Accolades

Arizona State Parks and Trails selected as Final Four Candidate for Gold Medal Award
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) announced the top four candidates for the Gold Medal Award, including Arizona State Parks and Trails as a finalist. Over the last two years, Arizona State Parks and Trails has established a self-sufficient funding structure, achieved record visitation and revenue and implemented a plan to reinvest in the system and create new parks.
 [image: https://d2umhuunwbec1r.cloudfront.net/gallery/0004/0044/BB0492E6C246477A9D707971057849B3/small.jpg]
The Gold Medal Award honors state park systems throughout the United States that demonstrate excellence in long-range planning, resource management and innovative approaches to delivering superb park and recreation services with fiscally sound business practices. The other 2017 "final four" candidates include Tennessee State Parks; Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission; and Wyoming State Parks, Historic Sites and Trails. The winner will be announced on September 28, 2017.

Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial State Park Receives National Award for Project Excellence 
[image: S:\Calendars of events\Calendar Pictures\State Parks\Granite Mountain Hotshots2MemorialBenches-XL.jpg]In May, the Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals recognized Arizona State Parks and Trails for their work developing Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial State Park. The Project Excellence Award was presented at the National Outdoor Recreation Conference. The park serves as a lasting tribute to 19 Hotshots, elite wild-land firefighters, who lost their lives on June 30, 2013, in the Yarnell Hill Fire. The 320-acre park is the only memorial for first responders of its kind in the country. 





Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial State Park 
Connect: 
[image: ] @arizonatravel
[image: ] @visit_arizona
[image: C:\Users\mmagnusson\Desktop\YouTube.png]www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
Newsroom: http://newsroom.visitarizona.com/
Official State Visitors Guide: http://www.visitarizona.com/visitors-guide 
Additional inspiration: http://www.visitarizona.com/planning/local-word 
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