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A Brief Update of News Around Arizona

July 2018
The Arizona Office of Tourism is pleased to provide this monthly update of new and noteworthy items regarding Arizona’s tourism industry. For more information, contact Becky Blaine at bblaine@tourism.az.gov, Kim Todd at ktodd@tourism.az.gov or Marjorie Magnusson at mmagnusson@tourism.az.gov.
Hotel News
New Paradise Ballroom at JW Marriott Scottsdale Nears Completion 

The JW Marriott Camelback Inn Resort & Spa is nearing completion of its new 15,000 square-foot Paradise Ballroom, including an additional 20,000 square feet of outdoor and pre-function space, bringing the resort’s total meeting and event space to 95,000 square feet. The floor to ceiling windows will radiate natural light and provide views of Mummy Mountain. The ballroom will be customizable, with adjustable walls that create up to eight separate meeting spaces. The smallest conference salon will be 818 square feet and accommodate up to 80 guests, while the largest at 4,280 square feet will accommodate up to 480 guests. With all of the walls removed, the full Paradise Ballroom will expand to a spacious 15,000 square feet, with the ability to accommodate large groups of more than 1,500 guests.
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Paradise Ballroom/Marriott International’s Executive Chairman and Chairman of the Board, Bill Marriott Jr., poses with the JW Marriott Camelback Inn Resort & Spa sales team.
New Arizona Biltmore Happy Hour History Tours 


The Arizona Biltmore, a Waldorf Astoria resort will be kicking off their new Happy Hour History Tours. Guests are invited to kick off the weekend, learning about the landmark’s Frank Lloyd Wright architecture and storied past serving as a playground for worldly dignitaries, U.S. Presidents, and glitterati of Old Hollywood. The 45-minute tour will run every Friday evening and includes two of the resort’s most iconic libations, the Catalina Spritz and the Tequila Sunrise, which is reported to have originated at the property. For advance reservations, register at the Concierge Desk in the lobby of the Historic Building. 






           


           Arizona Biltmore 
Culture/Heritage

Tucson Museum of Art Celebrates 95 years 

The Tucson Museum of Art’s (TMA) 95th Anniversary begins September 2018 and runs through April 2019. TMA’s 95th season features three major exhibitions; 30 Americans: The Rubell Family Collection, the metaphorical works of Cuban-born artist Carlos Estévez, and Travelogue: Grand Destinations and Personal Journeys. The museum will also offer three select exhibitions; the environmental photography of Tucson-based artist Patricia Carr Morgan, the silkscreen prints of Josef Albers, and works by New Mexico artist Harold Joe Waldrum. TMA will also feature highlights from its permanent collection in areas including American Art, Art of the American West, Asian Art, Contemporary Art, European Art, Folk Art of the Americas, Latin American Art, and Modern Art in its galleries. The 95th Anniversary puts a spotlight on TMA’s deep roots in community history and visual art. The Tucson Museum of Art began in 1924, when the Tucson Women’s Club formed the Tucson Fine Arts Association. TMA is recognized as Southern Arizona’s premier presenter of fine art and art education programs. The 74,000 square-foot Museum features permanent and traveling exhibitions of Modern and Contemporary, Native American, American West, Latin American, and Asian art. 
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               Tucson Museum of Art 
Attractions 
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Tallest Floating Waterslide opens at Lake Pleasant

H2-WHOA! the tallest floating waterslide in the world has opened at Lake Pleasant Harbor Marina. The new attraction has three launch slides to choose from. H2-WHOA! manufacturer Hydro Platforms has collaborated with Proceanic maritime engineering to bring this concept to reality. The waterslide has been recently recorded by The Guinness Book of World Records as the tallest floating waterslide at a height of 34 feet. H2-WHOA! is open Monday through Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Pleasant Harbor Marina is located on the southeastern shores of Lake Pleasant in Peoria, Arizona, just outside of the Phoenix Metro area. With more than 800,000 visitors annually the park offers facilities to go boating, fishing, swimming, water skiing, wakeboarding, scuba diving, sailing, hiking, kayaking and fly boarding. 

  H2-WHOA!
Adventure 
New Buck Wild Hummer Tours at the Grand Canyon 

[image: image11.png]The brand-new Buck Wild Hummer Tours, was created to provide excursions for all ages along the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. Family-owned and operated by Grand Canyon experts, this new company provides Grand Canyon experiences aboard custom-built Humvees. Buck Wild Hummer Tours has repurposed a fleet of former military Humvees and customized them to provide a Grand Canyon tour experience. Each vehicle features forward-facing, stadium-style seating and audio system for guided narration. During warmer months, passengers are offered open-air seating while, in cooler months, the Humvees can be enclosed and climate-controlled; complimentary blankets are also available. A family-friendly tour option, car seats and booster seats can be provided upon request. Buck Wild Hummer Tours offers a selection of pre-set tour itineraries, as well as the ability to customize a completely original private adventure. All tours depart from Grand Canyon National Park.                                     



           Buck Wild Hummer Tours 
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City of Prescott Trails Reach Century Mark in Miles
The City of Prescott has achieved a milestone in its trail network. As of June 1, City of Prescott trails have reached 100 miles in total length. This has been achieved through continuous trail building, and the efforts of staff and dozens of volunteers. City Recreation Services staff, GIS the Community Restitution program and the Volunteer Ranger programs have and continue to add to the day-to-day upkeep of these 100 miles and 2400 acres of natural parkland. City trail visits continue to increase, with more than 800,000 annually.  
                City of Prescott
50th Anniversary of the National Trails System Act

On Saturday October 6, 2018 more than one thousand people will participate in AZT IN A DAY throughout the state of Arizona. Hikers, runners, mountain bikers and equestrians will be staged on various parts of the Arizona National Scenic Trail (AZT) to complete its entire length, more than 800 miles, in one day. The date for this event was chosen to align with the same week of the 50th Anniversary of the National Trail System Act, which was enacted in October 1968. This will be the first time a National Scenic Trail has been completed in this way. Outdoor enthusiasts of all ages and abilities are invited to participate. The 800-mile trail has been divided into nearly 100 sections ranging from 2.1 to 13.8 miles in length. Participants will have 24 hours to complete their portion of trail. The Arizona Trail Association hopes to engage more than 1,500 people from all over the world. The AZT passes through eight wilderness areas, four National Forests, two National Parks, one National Memorial, one State Park and near 33 gateway communities. Several access points require 4-wheel drive or high clearance. A few sections of the trail are more remote and require extra planning. For these sections, participants familiar with backpacking will be required to camp in particular areas at least a day before the actual event to be ready to complete their portion on October 6. The event will honor the sustained effort that has gone into building, maintaining and preserving the nation’s pathways with hopes to introduce new people to the natural beauty of Arizona’s landscapes and communities. AZT IN A DAY is one of the hundreds of ways the 50th Anniversary is being celebrated across the country. This event is free, and open to everyone. 
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Accolades
Arizona’s Petrified Forest National Park Becomes Newest International Dark Sky Park

The National Park Service and the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) have announced that Petrified Forest National Park has been officially designated as an International Dark Sky Park. An IDA International Dark-Sky Park (IDSP) is a land possessing an exceptional or distinguished quality of starry nights and a nocturnal environment that is specifically protected for its scientific, natural, educational, cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment. Petrified Forest National Park joins an exclusive but growing list of certified IDA International Dark-Sky Parks. In honor of International Dark Sky Park Designation, Petrified Forest National Park will celebrate this fall with a star party. Valued partner, Petrified Forest Field Institute, is planning to ramp up night-sky related programming. (http://darksky.org, "Arizona's Petrified Forest National Park Becomes World's Newest International Dark Sky Park", 2018). 
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Petrified Forest National Park. Photo by Jake Holgerson/NPS
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www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
Newsroom: http://newsroom.visitarizona.com/
Official State Visitors Guide: http://www.visitarizona.com/visitors-guide 

Additional inspiration: http://www.visitarizona.com/planning/local-word 
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