
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Road trip en Arizona, entre désert et oasis luxuriantes - Marie France, magazine féminin 



ARTICLE MARIE FRANCE.FR – 3 January 2023 
 

English Summary Translation 
 

 
Title 
Arizona Road Trip, Between Desert and Lush Oasis 
 
To go to Arizona is to conquer the West. The America of western movies. And supernatural 
landscapes, between the desert with red rocks, the blue of the sky, the white of the lake and 
the oases in the middle of the canyon. 
 
South of Arizona are deserts and cacti. To the north, the plateaus, the red earth and the lakes 
including the famous Lake Powell and its 3200 km of shoreline. The further north you go, the 
more rocky faults you will see. The third of this state, indigenous territory brings together 
nations such as the Navajos and Hopis.  
 
It all starts in Phoenix, “the valley of the sun”, with its 300 days of sunshine a year, where the 
airport is located.  
 
FROM PHOENIX TO FLAGSTAFF VIA ROUTE 66, THEN GRAND CANYON 
Two hours of driving to connect the two cities with a stop in Sedona.  
Sedona is nestled amid incredible ocher rock formations juxtaposed against the green of pine 
forests and blue skies, which inspire artists and spiritually seeking travelers and are convinced 
that rocks, cliffs and rivers radiate a unique earth energy.  
 
We then arrive in Flagstaff, a charming little town with a historic center and typical eclectic 
architecture with its low houses and colorful facades. Not far away is a large pine forest of the 
country, ideal for walking and skiing. We will spend the night at 303 BnB Flagstaff, a cozy bed 
and breakfast with plush, green, pink or blue rooms. At aperitif time, wine and cheese are 
served by Kim and Woody on the patio with swings. Flagstaff is a good starting point for the 
Grand Canyon and the Indian Reservations. The next day, we take the road to the Grand 
Canyon at 1h30 by car. We are first struck by the immensity of the canyon, a fault two billion 
years old, then by the steep plateaus, the hillocks, the crimson ridges and the luxuriant oases. 
At the bottom, the Colorado River meanders along the 445 km of the canyon. 10km from the 
entrance to the south side, we will see the Grand Canyon Village with its shops and restaurants. 
This is the starting point of the "Bright Angel Trail", a path that allows you to descend the 
canyon on foot.  
To visit it, we are offered a Hummer tour and a helicopter flight over the canyon. This is the 
real nice outing to offer yourself. 
 
FROM ANTELOPE CANYON TO LAKE POWELL 
Antelope Canyon in Navajo Territory was named after the herds of antelope that once roamed 
the valley. We will visit Slot canyon, invisible from the surface, dug by wind and sand for 
thousands of years, vertically. Imagine a descent along a ladder to find yourself in a gallery 
with narrowing tunnels in bottlenecks.  
Not far from there, 6 km from the town of Page, is Horseshoe Bend, “the curve of the 
horseshoe”, a meander of the Colorado River.  
Then we go to Lake Powell for a navigation. Second artificial body of water in the country, 
which extends between Utah and Arizona, this lake gives to see very clear waters between 
cliffs of white and blond rock. Ah, this feeling of navigating in a science fiction film and being 
able to meet androids. 
 
 
 



FROM MONUMENT VALLEY TO CANYON DE CHELLY 
This is the essential stop on all western American road trips. “Monument Valley” means “the 
valley of the rocks” in Navajo. This natural site located on the border between Arizona and 
Utah, in Navajo territory, was declared a national monument in 1958 and is administered by 
the Native Americans themselves.  
The next day, we continue the road to the Canyon de Chelly in Chinle, which means “flowing 
water” in Navajo. This canyon has been inhabited for centuries by Navajo farmers who spend 
the winter on the edges of the canyon before descending to spend the spring and summer in 
their hogans (traditional round houses made of cedar wood and clay mud).  
 
FROM PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK TO TOMBSTONE, THE WESTERN TOWN. 
On the way back to Holbrook, we stop at Petrified Forest National Park. Another extraordinary 
site, a concentration of fossilized tree trunks, in shades of midnight blue standing out against 
a white background.  
Then headed to southern Arizona, land of legends. We are here in the "Wild West", that of the 
Apaches, the 7th Cavalry, the outlaws, Geronimo and the Earp brothers with the famous 
settling of accounts at the OK Corral.  
 
Nature is not left out with the Sonoran Desert and Saguaro National Park. Tucson is the entry 
point to this wild south. Its rehabilitated historic center allows you to discover on foot, which 
is rare for an American city, the districts of El Presidio and El Barrio Historico. Beautiful 
Victorian-style brick homes stand alongside older, colorful buildings built of adobe (clay). Don't 
miss the Casa Cordova, probably the oldest house in Tucson dating from 1850. The Tucson 
Museum of Art offers beautiful paintings from the 19th and 20th centuries as well as pre-
Columbian works. Nicknamed the White Dove of the Desert, Mission San Xavier del Bac is a 
fine example of Spanish colonial architecture. Founded in 1692 by the Jesuits, it is certainly 
one of the most beautiful and one of the oldest missions in the United States. On the way to 
Saguaro National Park, Old Tucson with its western movie sets, which has just had a makeover, 
is a must stop for anyone who wants to return to the days of the wild west.  
 
Finally, the small town of Tombstone, where the famous settling of accounts at OK Corral took 
place on October 26, 1881, between the Earp brothers and a gang of cowboys, has been 
immortalized in many films. A daily show recounts the events that took place there. The main 
street has been preserved with in particular the Bird Cage Theater, a saloon-theatre, opened 
in 1881. At the northern exit of the city is the charming Boot Hill Cemetery, which is worth a 
visit with its historical epitaphs.  
 
The Wild West never ceases to amaze us. 
 
Where to stay : 
-303 BnB Flagstaff, in the historic district, 4 bedroom house for travelers. Living room and 
Patio. 220 dollars (226 euros) per night including breakfast. 
 
-The View Hotel in Monument Valley. Site view. Balcony. Restaurant. 95 double rooms 
decorated in Navajo style with locally woven rugs, traditional paintings. 209 dollars (214 euros) 
per night with breakfast. 
 
-In Chinle, Thunderbird Lodge, Rooms on one level, comfort, 70 dollars (71 euros) per night 
including breakfast. 
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