
 

 

Acts 9:32-43 January 29, 2023 
Series, “Acts” Pastor Kyle Belden 
 
 
We’ve been spending time going thought the book of Acts to learn from and be challenged by 
the early church. 
 
Just came off story of Paul-big deal 
 
Spotlight turns to Peter. 
 
Peter does a little traveling. 
 
He can because of where the church is at this point. 
 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. Now as 
Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at 
Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And 
Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he 
rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. Now there 
was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good 
works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, 
they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and 
went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood 
beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was 
with them. But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he 
said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave 
her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it 
became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. And he stayed in Joppa for 
many days with one Simon, a tanner. (Acts 9:32-43) 

Two miraculous encounters. 
 
When we talk about miracles, two extremes 
 
But what I want to do today, is instead of focusing on the miracle themselves, although amazing, 
instead looking at the setting these miracles occur in and what is going on when they do.  
 
We serve a God of miracles, that was true then, it’s true now. So let’s not debate that. Whether 
it’s someone getting up to walk, coming back from the dead, or an anxiety ridden person who 
finds peace in God, or a purposeless person finding purpose from Jesus or an addict being free. 



 

 

 
The Holy Spirit is at work in powerful ways, that’s not in question. He was and He is. So instead 
of letting that issue steal our attention, I want to draw us to a bit of a bigger picture. 
 
I want to look at what setting these miraculous moments occurred in, because I think it has a lot 
to say about where we are currently as the church in North America.  
 
1. What setting do we find these encounters in? 

Acts 9:31-the church is at peace.  
 

When we go back to the beginning of this passage, we find ourselves in a situation that was 
not common and in fact very unique to the life of the church.  

 
No one was trying to kill them 

 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 

Those are the stories that end up in the story Bibles, if they made Bible action sets these 
would be the ones.  
 
Sandwiched in-between Saul/Paul and Peter finally getting on board with allowing Gentiles 
to hear the Gospel.  
 
Those are two big moments, this is just a transition. 
 
If the book of Acts were a movie, Paul’s conversion and Peter’s opening of his eyes would be 
major moments, the stuff you put in trailers, but these stories, they feel a lot more like b-roll. 
 
If that word means nothing to you, here is what b-roll is: 
 
As I considered this passage of Scripture I couldn’t get away from this thought: the primary 
backdrop that the life of the church is set against is persecution. It is the observed and 
experienced reality for most of the church, in most of the world, through most of its history. 
We have dealt at length with reevaluating our views on suffering not as something to be 
avoided at all costs, but to be endured. And we want to recognize the transformation God 
wants to bring into our lives as a result of suffering. 
 
But the truth is, we in this part of the world, in this time, cannot understand it. It’s not what 
we experience. There is not a person in this room who has been raided by the police because 
you love Jesus and won’t stop talking about it. No one had to sneak in here this morning. No 
one is afraid they are going to get jumped and beat up in the parking lot on their way to their 



 

 

car because they are a follower of Jesus. No one is limiting your ability to speak the name of 
Jesus (even though some of us might like to say that’s true, it’s just not). No one is getting 
fired for showing the love of Jesus to people through their actions for sure.  

 
We have the freedom to say what we want to. We have massive control over our life and 
time.  
 
And it all leads to think this: for most of us, we are living in a somewhat similar timeframe that 
we read about in verse 31. In some ways we are, in this part of the world, in this moment in 
time, living in a season of b-roll. It’s not the norm, it isn’t even to be expected. It hasn’t always 
been, and it won’t always be.  
 
Good b-roll and bad b-roll 
White Collar vs. a well-made documentary 
 
I believe this is something we need to confront ourselves with. If it is true that what we 
experience here today is a huge outlier, not the common experience of Christians throughout 
the world and history, how are we conducting ourselves in it? Is my life producing something 
that isn’t worthwhile, that doesn’t support the bigger story, or is how I am living my life, even 
when things are simple and straightforward, being true to my position as a member of God’s 
family who is passionate about his mission in this world? 

 
This statement is true many times: soft times have the tendency to create soft people.  
 
Depending on your source, they feel the need to yell at each other about whose fault it is and 
how to fix it, but let’s not waste our time on that.  
 
Pandemic story 
 
My point here is this, we cannot allow for this in the church. But it is a real danger.  
 
What can we do to make sure that when we end up in b-roll, it counts for something? 

 
2.  I want my B-roll to matter, to be worthwhile  

A. Consistent faithfulness 
They were busy being faithful. They were not waiting around for the right moment or 
person to be there. We have two examples of people who knew what they ought to do 
and got to work doing it. 

 
Subtle faithfulness is underrated in our world and culture.  
 
How often we live in ups and downs, we ride our emotional roller coasters pretty hard 
when things are good. 



 

 

 
We know how this goes right? When things get hard what’s the first thing we do, cry out 
to Jesus, sit down and read the Bible for an hour, pray harder than we have ever prayed.  
 
But when things are easy, how often do we take back the reigns and act like that’s ok.  
 
Story: One of my kids has had a hard time with school this year. … I have met so many 
people whose names will not be widely known, who are incredibly faithful. 

 
B. Ruthless imitation of Jesus 

Shows up in the actions of Peter in both accounts, acted suspiciously like Jesus 
 
If plagiarism of miracles was a thing, Peter would have been guilty. 
 
Paralyzed man-Mark 2 
 
Jarius’ daughter-Mark, Matthew, and Luke   
 
Literally did the exact same things-leave the room, said their name, and get up,  
 
Peter was walking so closely in the steps of his master, even when there was margin and 
opportunity to walk in his own. 
 
Imitation is such a theme in Scripture, because it’s not really about us-we imitate Jesus. 
Paul says if you can’t do that fully, imitate me, as I imitate Jesus. We all have people who 
are in our lives as examples of how Jesus lived His life, and there is so much practical stuff 
that Jesus said and did that we can take word for word and live out or imitate. 
 
Sometimes I think we make it complicated and even water it down. (like, “Is that 
actually what we should do, does that translate to now, is there more of a general 
lesson here?”) because we are afraid that actually imitating Jesus would mean our life 
would be changed. 
 
Which leads me to ask the question of myself, “Am I willing for my life to be drastically 
altered so that I am imitating Jesus well?” 
 
Cyrus- Myanmar  

 
C. Mission focus 

When God does the miraculous in our lives, how does it impact those around us? 
 
Mike  



 
 
HOME GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
CONNECTION 

How are you doing? 
What did obedience look like this week? 
 

PASSAGE | ACTS 9:32-43 

The Healing of Aeneas 

Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. There he 
found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw 
him, and they turned to the Lord. 

Dorcas Restored to Life 

Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and 
acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper 
room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging 
him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him 
to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas 
made while she was with them.  But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the 
body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his 
hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a 
tanner. 

 

CONVERSATION 

What stuck out to you in the passage? 
What do you think the Holy Spirit is saying to you? 
What do you need to do this week to be obedient? 
Is there anyone that you could impact or share with this week? 
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