
 

 

Acts 9:19b-31 January 22, 2023 
Series, “Acts” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
Saul and loyalty 
! Two primary responses: 1) Fear  2) Hatred to the point of death 
! Exceptional response: God-surrendered vision/trust, Ananias and Barnabas 
! Saul emerges as the great betrayer from the Jewish perspective 
! He had been the defender, trusted with Israel’s story. He now is living and preaching a 

different narrative. 
! Saul’s faith in Jesus clearly looks like a betrayal of his own people, including their story and 

their destiny. 
 
Saul and the Church 
vs 19b-22 
! Immediately proclaimed Jesus; no lag time in this transition 
! In the synagogue, the same place he had permission to arrest people for doing what he is    

now doing 
! Influence and Spirit-filling grew connected to preaching Jesus as the Messiah and King. 
 
vs 23-25 
! Many days=3 years (Galatians 1) 
"Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen 
days.” (Galatians 1:18) 
! Death plot (2 Corinthians 11:30-33) 
"If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. At Damascus, the governor 
under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in 
a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands.” 
! Not only preached in Damascus, but also Arabia to the east 
! King of Arabia (Nabataeans) had offices in Damascus and three years caused trouble for him, 
! The Jews and officials of Arabia cooperated to plot Saul’s death. 
! “his disciples”=those who came to believe in Jesus over the three years 
 
vs 26-27 
! Memory of Saul is still fresh - reputations and past actions die hard 
! Barnabas (the exception) 
! Apostles=Peter and James 
! Not audibly or visibly told about Saul like Ananias  
! Simply more full of the Holy Spirit than full of himself: he had no more than we in the choice 

to obey Jesus’ commands and the Holy Spirit’s leading 



 

 

*Key of Spirit-filling … pilot light vs raging fire 
 
vs 28-30 
! Moved freely - about two weeks (Galatians 1:18-19) 
"Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen 
days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.” 
! Hellenists 
! Same group that seized and set up Stephen, and Saul approved 
! Tables turned 
! Death plot #2 
! How much he must suffer for my name 
! Taken to hometown for safety - complexity of the church’s acceptance of Saul (drift of man’s 

thinking vs. challenge of God’s thinking) 
 
v 31 
! Summary statement 
! #1: 1:1-6:7  
! #2: 6:8-9:31 
! Forward movement of the Gospel according to Jesus’ command (Acts 1:8) 
 
Us and Loyalty 
! General fear and hatred of Saul (with exceptions); perception as betrayer of his own people 
! Some thoughts: 
! When we go from lost to found by Jesus, there is a perceived betrayal by the community we 

have lived with 
! Our loyalty and our thinking and our behavior radically change 
! Faith in Jesus makes us potential traitors to our people (family, community, tribe, etc.) because 

we will turn their story toward Jesus, requiring a trade of their life for His life, and insist that 
He alone is the answer they seek.  

*Jesus calls this betrayal a death to self. We not only betray others into the hands of Jesus but 
we betray our flesh into the clutches of the cross. 
! Note that this is not a conquering of others, but an inviting of others to join the Kingdom of 

God and gain a new King, Jesus, in their lives. 
! **This can also happen as we move from a comfortable and cultural loyalty to Jesus into a 

surrendered loyalty to Jesus.  
! Big Question: 
! Does my faith (loyalty, thinking, speech, behavior) clearly communicate that I am loyal to the 

Kingdom of God and obey King Jesus? 
! Or is my faith non-threatening to myself (flesh) and to those around me? 



 
 
HOME GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
CONNECTION 

How are you doing? 
What did obedience look like this week? 
 

PASSAGE | ACTS 9:19B–31 

Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues 
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this 
the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.  
 
Saul Escapes from Damascus 
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. 
They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and 
let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.  
 
Saul in Jerusalem 
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, 
for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles 
and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, Who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he 
had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching 
boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were 
seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent 
him off to Tarsus.  
 
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.  
 

CONVERSATION 

What stuck out to you in the passage? 
What do you think the Holy Spirit is saying to you? 
What do you need to do this week to be obedient? 
Is there anyone that you could impact or share with this week? 
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