
 

 

Acts 9:1-19a January 15, 2023 
Series, “Acts” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
Story of Saul’s conversion: Acts 9, 22, and 26 
 
v1 Saul is a killer. He kills in the name of righteousness and now legally. 
 
v2 Damascus is 130 miles from Jerusalem; large, cosmopolitan city; how far the Gospel  
 has spread 
 
v3 Discipleship is God speaking into my life bound up in disruption and redirection. 
  
vs 4/6 “Why are you persecuting me?” “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting.” 
 When God’s people are mistreated, by the world or by the family, Jesus Himself is  
 mistreated (“You’ve done it unto Me”). 
 Jesus is one with the bodies of those who have called on His name and followed in 

His way by the Spirit. Their pain and suffering are His very own. 
 
v7/9 Experiencing Jesus makes us vulnerable 
 Saul’s processing, three days = blind/fasting; crisis of faith, purpose, and of action 
 
vs 10/14 Ananias knows that Saul is a killer. 
 Do I act on the truth I know about a person/people or do I follow the word of the Lord? 
 Afraid and honest with God 
 Can I see others as God sees them? 
 
vs 15/16 My chosen instrument! 
 Saul’s path revealed to Ananias before Saul: Gentiles, kings, Israel, and much suffering 
 The truth I know of people must move to the background and what we know of God’s 
 desire for them must move to the foreground, even if it means risking our lives. 
 
v17 “Brother Saul”: acceptance of God’s conclusion, he already belongs to God and is one  
 with the other disciples 
 Discipleship includes being sent to killers 
 
vs 18/19 Eyes were opened; got baptized; broke his fast 
 
Things learned on the discipleship road: 
1.  Discipleship is often disruption and redirection. 
2.  Jesus is indistinguishable from His people. 
3.  Discipleship requires vulnerability and availability. 
4.  Discipleship is a surrender of what I might think is best for what God knows is best. 
 



 

 

*The truth of a known person or people cannot stand in the way of the message that Jesus 
wants carried to them. 
*God has such a heart for those who are lost, even those who are anti-Jesus. And those are risks 
that disciple-makers must accept to obey. 
*The level of persecution or risk to ME may vary, but what doesn't change is the eternal stakes 
for the person God is asking us to lead. Whether speaking to them will bring me slight ridicule or 
death, the risk of not speaking to them is eternity. 


