
 

 

Review, Reset, Refocus January 8 
Revelation 3:14-22 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
State of my heart 
 
Transformation 
! A thorough or dramatic change in form or appearance 
! Synonym: conversion, metamorphosis, revolution, about-face, flip-flop 
! Antonym: Stagnation, preservation 
! Romans 12:1-2 - anything less than this is making a deal with Jesus rather than surrendering 

to Him 
" I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

! “The reason why the Methodists in general do not live in this salvation is, there is too much 
sleep, too much meat and drink, too little fasting and self-denial, too much conversation with 
the world, too much preaching and hearing, and too little self-examination and prayer.” 
(William Bramwell) 

 
Revelation 3:14-22: A warning for the church at the end of the age 
Revelation 3:15-16: Neither hot nor cold 
! Hierapolis/hot springs; Colosse/cold clear streams; Laodicea/viaduct, warm, impure, even 

made sick 
! Lukewarm? 
! John 12:23-26 
" And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, 

I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, 
there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.” 

! Hate and love 
 
Revelation 3:17: I am rich; you are poor 
! Rich, comfortable, and privileged in history 
! We are wretched (beaten down, afflicted); etc. 
! Scripture does not guarantee the “right” to gather, nor to pursue happiness 
 
 
! 2 Timothy 3:10-12 



 

 

You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my 
love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
 
Revelation 3:18: God the ultimate counselor - Matthew 5:3 
! Buy from Me, but we have no money 
! Isaiah 55:1-3 
 Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 

eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen 
diligently to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, 
and come to Me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, My steadfast, sure love for David. 

! Matthew 11:28-29 
" Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 

you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. 

 
Revelation 3:19: God loves us even in our worst state 
! God loves the Church, full stop. 
! We have a diluted focus. (natural concern about the nation our children will grow up in, but is 

that God’s focus?) 
! Not fulfilling the great commission … 
! Hebrews 12:3-11 
" Consider Him Who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not 

grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point 
of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by Him. 
For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives.” It is 
for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have 
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had 
earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be 
subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed 
best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. For the 
moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

 
Revelation 3:20: Jesus is knocking  
! This is not about unbelievers, it’s about Jesus’ Church. 



 

 

! Intimacy 
! Life is fleeting. In a very short time, I will give an account before Jesus Christ, not only as to 

how well I have shepherded this flock, but how well I have obeyed the command to make 
disciples of all nations. And so will you.  

 
Revelation 3:21: Conquers, defined by Jesus actions 
! Christ conquered sin and Satan and death by never veering from the path of love. It cost Him 

His life; but He gained the world. And now He writes to the Church. He writes to offer us a 
share in His universal rule if we will conquer, if we will overcome the menace of 
lukewarmness and spiritual self-satisfaction. And there is only one way to get that kind of 
power and victory, namely, by taking all the locks off the door and asking the living Christ to 
come in and eat with you. 

! I don#t just mean that suffering is the consequence of obedient missions. I mean that 
suffering is one of Christ#s strategies for the success of His mission. 

! Jesus said to His disciples as He sent them out: Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. (Matthew 10:16). There is no 
doubt what usually happens to a sheep in the midst of wolves. Paul confirmed the reality in 
Romans 8:36:  As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

! Suffering was not just a consequence of Jesus’ obedience and mission. It was the central 
strategy of His mission. It was the ground of His accomplishment. Jesus calls us to join Him 
on the Calvary road, to take up our cross, and to hate our lives in this world, and fall into the 
ground like a seed and die, that others might live. We are not above Jesus. To be sure, our 
suffering does not pay for anyone#s sins, but it is a deeper way of doing missions than we 
often realize. 

! John 9:4 
" We must work the works of Him Who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 

can work. 
 
So what? 
! Hebrews 12:1-3 
 Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans 

cheering us on? It means we’d better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never 
quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, Who both began and 
finished this race we’re in. Study how He did it. Because He never lost sight of where He was 
headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—He could put up with anything along the 
way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now He’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. 
When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that 
long litany of hostility He plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls! 
Hebrews 12:1-3 (MSG) 



 

 

! I want to keep transforming, becoming more intimate with and obedient to Jesus receiving 
and doing and storing things that are eternal in nature. I want to know the love of Christ 
exactly where I am, dismantling my security system and removing all my locks so that Jesus 
has full access to every part of me so that my life is characterized as a conquering overcomer 
just as His life was in the very same way He accomplished victory.  

! Matthew 24:14 
" And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
 


