
 

 

The Enemy December 11, 2022 
Revelation 12:3-6 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Revelation reminder: why? 
  1.   The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  
  2.   A great red dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth so he may 

devour it. 
 B.   Settling for a partial Christmas story will result in a misunderstanding of why you and I 

are here and what we are called to do. 
  1.   Jesuit missionary to China Matteo Ricci 
  2.   Art and icons of Christmas–began with Mary and baby Jesus then eventually moved 

on to crucifixion 
  3.   People rejected the crucified God in favor of the virgin and baby. 
  4. *We tend to prefer a sentimental picture of Christmas over the battle that Christmas 

contains. The birth of Jesus was a pivotal moment in the battle for the salvation of 
God’s image bearers.  

II. The enemy (Revelation 12:3-6) 
 A.   Another sign in the heavens–seen and impacts everything, not a small or local event 
 B.   Great red dragon–Satan/devil 
  1.   Symbolism and power - constant in our world and very powerful 
  2.   Attempts throughout history to annihilate Israel and stop the birth of the Messiah 
   a.   Cain; Sarah (Pharaoh’s harem) twice; Pharaoh and midwives; Saul spear David; 

Haman; Herod; the cross 
   b.   Not to mention the many attempts since the cross, not least of these             

Hitler’s Holocaust 
  3.   Why? 
   a.   The dragon is determined to devour the child of the woman and he knows         

the prophecies. 
   b.   No Jerusalem, no Israel, no Jewish people–how then could Jesus fulfill the 

prophecies of His return to rule and reign in Jerusalem?  
   c. *Behind the curtain and the church - grafted in but God will fulfill his promises 
   d. *The plan of the dragon was to destroy the woman and now is to keep the 

Messiah from returning to Israel to set up His Kingdom 
   e. *Make no mistake, the advent of Christmas was waging war on any powers 

opposing God! 
 C.   Birth of the male child–Jesus Christ, the Messiah 
  1.   Jesus came to restore the broken, comfort the battered, lift up the fallen, and remove 

anger and replace it with joy. 
  2.   But He also came to set the stage for His ruling of all the nations and slay the dragon 

once and for all. 
   a.   The devil (dragon) has always abhorred God’s redeemed people and continues his 

attempts to ruin God’s plan for Christ’s rule. 



 

 

   b.   The coming of Christ is not only a message of joy, but also fearful news for 
anyone opposed to His rule (Psalm 2). 

  3.   From the birth to His ascension, God will preserve His people. 
III. So what? 
 A.   The dragon is here 
  1.   1 Peter 5:8 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt 
you at the proper time, casting all your cares on Him, because He cares about you. Be 
sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, 
looking for anyone he can devour. Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same 
kind of sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the 
world. (1 Peter 5:6-9) 

  2.   Continues to use deception and sin to oppose God’s plan–not of a Christian state or a 
moral society, but the making of a people (who are holy, a nation of priests) and 
gathering them together for His glory and His return. 

  3.   We oppose the dragon and pursue those who are under his deception. 
 B.   This child is the King. 
  1.   Jesus’ Kingdom is now and not yet–the in-breaking Kingdom! 
  2.  Everywhere we go as priest-disciples, we threaten the dragon. 
  3.   God will preserve His people but that is not a guarantee of prosperity and peace. 

Jesus could not be more clear that if we follow Him we will experience suffering and 
that victory is through endurance, not avoidance/rejection. 

 C.  The crossroads of Christmas 
  1.   Coming to terms with the baby in the manger 
   a.   Appointed to be Savior or Judge (dependent upon position) 
   b.   Malachi 3, “But who can endure the day of His coming? Who can stand when He 

appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.” 
   c.  His coming means either salvation or condemnation. You don’t have to be on my 

side, you need to be on His side. 
  2.   My decision 
   a.   That baby who “had no sin” would become “sin for us, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” 
   b.   When we look into the manger, we come away shaken with the realization that 

He was born to pay the unbearable penalty for my sins. 
c. *That is the message of Christmas: God reconciled the world to Himself through 

Christ and only those who have been profoundly disturbed to the point of 
repentance are able to receive the tidings of comfort, peace, and joy that 
Christmas promises! 

d. *Jesus will come again in glory and all the kingdoms of this world will be His 
Kingdoms. No one will argue and everyone will know. Like the roar of many 
waters, or the sound of rolling thunder, hallelujah, give Him Who sits on the 
throne glory.  


