
 

 

Seeing Clearly October 16, 2022 
Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Kyle Belden 
1 Peter 5:1-11 
 
Final week in our series 
Recap slightly? 
Read it 
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not 
for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to 
the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist 
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,  confirm, strengthen, 
and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:1-11) 
 
At first glance it seems like Peter is kind of rapid firing a bunch of random, helpful to be sure, but 
disconnected ideas. There is the bit about leading and following and how to do that, the bit about 
casting our cares on him, the bit about the enemy prowling around like a lion, a bit about 
suffering and in the middle, a bit about humility. 
 
I think I have heard people talk and preach on every single one of these sections, but always in 
part, rather than the whole.  
 
That’s not necessarily wrong, but like we talk about here all the time, when we read in context, it 
helps us interpret it more accurately and paints a much bigger and beautiful picture, and that is 
certainly true today. 
 
I believe this passage isn’t a bunch of rapid-fire tips, but instead is all connected. They’re all 
connected with humility in the middle, humility as the heart. 
 
I actually think this whole passage is about the pursuit and results of humility, which shouldn’t be 
a huge surprise really. Peter has made a point to talk about humility more than once in here and 
it’s maybe the most compelling transformation in Peter’s life. He isn!t just pontificating here. This 
isn!t an academic exercise. Peter is the case study for what happens when humility comes onto 
the scene. And what we find is it radically transforms his life. 



 

 

We get this gift of seeing so much of Peter’s life in the Bible. From when Jesus first calls him, 
through the book of Acts, all the way to what we read here in his letters. And I don’t know about 
you, but I constantly forget it’s Peter who is writing this, because it doesn’t even seem like the 
same guy.  I would argue that’s pretty much because of the journey of humility God took him on. 
And the one Peter wants us to see and embrace as well. 
 
But what do we mean when we say humility? It’s important, it’s everywhere in the Bible, we talk 
a lot about it here, but you line up 10 smart people and ask them what humility is, you get 10 
different answers. They all embrace parts of it (and sometimes conveniently leave out the parts 
they don’t like). A lot of them are smarter people than me, but I know as we have spent time on 
this, God keeps drawing my mind back to this working definition. It’s not an exhaustive one, but it 
has been helpful for me, and it is accurate to Scripture I believe. And it is:  
 
Humility is seeing things clearly.  
 
Seeing things for what they are. (us and God) 
 
Myself clearly–created in God’s image, deeply loved by Him, but also very fractured. Prone to 
rebellion against God. That I can only be saved from myself through faith in Jesus that only Jesus 
can offer. Through that trust in Jesus, I am brought into His family as a son. 
 
God clearly–that His ways are different than mine, that His thoughts are better than mine, that 
He is true to Who He says He is, that He cares for me, and that He can be trusted. So that when 
my thoughts and His thoughts come into conflict, I know that mine are the ones that need to 
change. 
 
And as Peter closes out this letter to these Christians, it seems like he is calling them to gain 
some clarity, to see some things clearly, because the stakes are too high to be walking around 
blinded. I think the Holy Spirit says the same thing to us here today. 
 
So let’s look at 1 Peter 5:1-5 again together, but this time through the lens of humility. 
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: (when he says elders, he is talking 
about leaders in the church most likely, people with influence) shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion (Joy vs Duty), but willingly, as God would 
have you; (because you are called) not for shameful gain, (earthy accolades) but eagerly; (with 
zeal) not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the 
chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are 
younger, be subject to the elders.  
 
Here Peter brings up yet another relationship that has a power dynamic at play. He gets to the 
idea of mutual submission yet again. He did this with governments, slaves and masters, 



 

 

husbands and wives, and he does it again here. He says that those with influence and those 
without, they are not in opposition, but definitely in the church, we are to care of each other. 
Every person in this room has some level of influence, and every person in this room is still 
accountable to someone else. Some people have been given more, some less, but one thing that 
humility does is it helps us see that regardless of how much influence we have, it’s been given, 
not earned. 
 
Humility allows us to see our relationships clearly.  
 
How often do we think about the influence we have being a gift from God, one to hold gently, 
with care, not abusing it or ignoring it, but using it well, knowing God gave it to you.  
 
Don’t use it for yourself, or to twist arms, but leading by example. Not for gain of power or things, 
but just to make sure we are being obedient to your “great shepherd”, Jesus.  
 
I can’t help but think that Peter’s mind, as he wrote this, had to jump back to what we read in 
John 21, after Peter’s failure of failures, Jesus appearing to him and charging him with this task of 
a shepherd, to “feed My sheep” Jesus says. The Peter of the gospels would have done the polar 
opposite of how he tells us to carry influence here. What was the change? We see it even in that 
moment, his willingness to be humbled helped him see clearly. 
 
Do our relationships look like this? Whatever influence we have, does it look like that?  
There are times for us to lead the way, and there are times for us to shut up and listen. Humility 
helps us see clearly when to step into those roles. 
 
Skipping the last part of verse five for now, but we’ll come back to it in a minute. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.”- This had to be huge for Peter especially to say this. 
 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may 
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:6-7) 
 
Humility allows us to see our circumstances clearly. 
 
How often was Peter afraid, worried, bent out of shape, because he couldn’t see his 
circumstance clearly? Everything we experience, Peter here says, you can instantly transfer that 
over to God. He wants you to. It’s aggressive language: throw it on Him, He can handle it. 
Because when we keep it, in essence what we are saying is I got this, I know how to handle this, 
no one else gets to see it or carry it. And isn’t that really pride at its core?  
 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:8-9) 



 

 

 
Humility allows us to see our enemy clearly. 
 
It feels like so often we tend to either give the devil too much credit or ignore him completely. 
Peter seems to be saying, through the lens of humility, just see him for who he is. See him clearly. 
An adversary that has teeth but can be resisted. See clearly that He has a pretty slim playbook. 
Since day one, he has been trying to convince us that we know best. 
 
It’s almost like Peter wants us to recognize, “Hey he’s there. Know he is there, but don’t be 
overwhelmed, resist him. He can!t take you down. He is doing the same kinds of nonsense to 
people all over the world, practically worse for many of them. Stand firm together. 
 
Story: Christmas Village or town or something. It was Christmas all year, but then for some 
reason there was also like a fairy-tale walk-through thing. I don’t know, the memory is kind of 
foggy. But part of this walk through was the story of Billie goat gruff you know? Full on with a 
bridge and a guy dressed as a troll that popped up when you walked over it. Grandpa told me:  It 
can!t touch you. You know it’s there, but you know it has no power.  
 
This might be a dumb illustration, but I think about it like this.  
Story: Driving. Here, my confidence makes me lazy. San Francisco makes me alert & prepared. 
 
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, Who has called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:10-11) 
 
Humility allows us to see the big picture clearly. 
 
Humility allows us to recalibrate and say, “Hey what I am experience right now, it’s temporary. 
Good or bad, it’s for a moment, and in the end, God will restore and strength and establish me.” 
Remind ourselves that this little kingdom I am creating for myself is temporary, probably not even 
not that great, and that my mind and attention need to stay fixed on the big picture, because 
Jesus is the King.  
 
I am so convinced that so many of our problems come from tunnel vision, short sightedness. If 
only we could gain perspective, see the big picture clearly, we would be much less burdened as 
we follow. 
Tunnel vision- gaining perspective  
Story: Student council-girl quoting Amelia Earhart, boy dancing onto the stage, 30 signatures to 
even run, posters, the whole shebang 
They are kids, to be expected, but we do it too. We get tunnel vision on our accomplishments, 
wealth, power, control, rights, privileges, entitlement, relationships. What we are doing here is 
we are deciding for ourselves what’s most important, rather than recognizing the big picture of 
God’s Kingdom and purpose.  



 

 

Peter takes this time to call for clarity in all these areas of life that every Jesus follower 
experiences, including Peter; in our relationships and influence, in our worries and anxieties, in 
our view of the enemy, and in painting perspective seeing the big picture God is creating. Peter 
can say these pretty radical statements because he learned these lessons. They were pretty 
hard-earned lessons most of the time. And they all trace back to the same place, the heart of the 
passage, the end of vs. 5. 
 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 
 
This was Peter’s lifelong lesson, and the one that changed him the most.  
 
We might not like this, but we are getting humbled one way or another. Peter quotes Proverbs 3 
where it says he opposes the proud. I don’t care how talented or smart or strong you are, you are 
not coming out on top in that scuffle. Peter knew this from experience and urges these Jesus 
followers to humble themselves first, to clothe themselves with humility.  
 
The language here of clothing ourselves is the same description as putting on a servant’s apron, 
and I don’t think Peter used that language on accident. Every idea in this passage of Scripture 
you can trace back to a number of moments in Peter’s life, but this one had to hit the hardest. 
Surely Peter is meant to draw our attention back to another, Who in humility, wrapped Himself in 
the servant’s towel to wash the feet of those who would abandon and betray Him in a few short 
hours: Jesus, giving this practical picture, but this precursor, to the ultimate act of humility of 
being obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
 
ENDING 
 
This is where we began, and it’s what must sustain us. The future of the church is a church who 
clothes herself in humility, so it can get to work. Our priestly garments are the servant’s apron 
and the towel. 
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 CHECK-IN QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the 
chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be 
subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.”  
 

How did Peter refer to himself in v. 1? What about this is both odd and surprising? What 
does it tell us about Peter? 
 

Although Peter’s words were directed to the elders of the church, how can we as priests 
of the church apply them to our life?   

 

 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, Who has called 

1 What is something you are thankful for this past week? 

2 What has stressed you out this week? 

3 How can we respond to the needs just expressed in our group, and those in our community? 

4 
The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to after reflecting on Scripture? 
Were you obedient to what God laid before you? What steps did you take, or not take? How can 
we help? 

1 Someone read 1 PETER 5:1-5. 

2 Someone read 1 PETER 5:6-11. 
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you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To Him be 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Why is humility important when facing our circumstances? 
 

What is your view of the devil? Do you feel like Christians either deny his existence 
entirely or overly fear him? How does humility help us deal with our enemy, so we 
don’t become overwhelmed?  
 

What do these verses (1-11) reveal about God and His character? 
 

What do these verses (1-11) reveal about people? 
  

 LIVE IT OUT (HOW IS THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADING YOU TO CHANGE, BASED ON THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD)  
 

1 
How has God helped you grow in humility in the last year? In what ways has your humility been 
tested? 

 

2 Why must we clothe ourselves in humility (remember Kyle’s reference of the servant’s apron and 
towel) to carry out God’s plan in us and in our church? 

 

3 
ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTION: Assuming that God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your 
life based on what we looked at tonight? Who in your life needs to hear about what the Holy Spirit 
is revealing to you? Be ready to share your experience! 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: 1 PETER RECAP 
Take time before Sunday to pray that the Holy Spirit would move in your life and in the church as we gather. 
As you hear from the Spirit, ask God for the courage needed to obey the Spirit’s direction in your life. Bring 
that and any notes from Sunday to add to the conversation you will have together. 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise. Once a praise 
or a need is shared, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next person. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
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With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

1 PETER 5:1-11 
 

5:1-11. In this closing exhortation, Peter encouraged his readers who were suffering to be responsible. The word “therefore” in verse 1 
shows that what follows in this section grows out of the preceding verses. 
 

5:1-4. Peter encouraged elders to be exemplary, responsible servants. The term “elders” refers to the office of pastoral leaders in the church. 
The word appears to be used interchangeably here with “shepherds/pastors” and elsewhere with “overseers” (Titus 1:5,7). Peter’s appeal 
was based on the fact that he was a fellow elder and witness to Christ’s sufferings. This helped him identify fully with the “elders” he was 
addressing and gave added support for his plea. He commanded them to be shepherds of God’s flock. In other words, they were to nurture, 
lead, and protect God’s people without lording it over them. Elders who have served faithfully, despite suffering while on Earth, will receive 
glory in Heaven from Christ, the chief Shepherd. 
 

5:5-7. Here the term “elders” may refer to age, not office. Peter encouraged all believers to practice humility and trust God with their cares. 
Humility commends us to God and fellow humans, which is the opposite effect of arrogance and conceit. 
 

5:8-9. Peter warned believers to be aware of Satan’s deceitful practices and to resist him firmly. Such behavior is fitting for temporary 
residents of this world. Peter strengthened his readers with the knowledge that other Christians were also suffering. 
 

5:10-11. God will strengthen and honor in Heaven those who endure suffering for their faith while on Earth. 
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