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October 13, 2022

Dear Church Family,

Faithfulness. What do you think when you hear “faithfulness” in reference to your relationship 
with Jesus? I’m sure you’ve heard a plethora of definitions and examples but let me add my 
current processing of what faithfulness to King Jesus means. I think faithfulness fleshes out in 
three ways, but before I share, I want you to know that my understanding is nether absolute 
nor exhaustive. It’s simply where the Holy Spirit has me in my journey right now.

Faithfulness is lived out as prayer. Make no mistake, prayer is the most powerful, most 
effective, most active thing we can do in this life. I realize we don’t always act that way, but this 
is absolute, bedrock truth.
Faithfulness is vulnerability. We must embrace the reality that we are not as functional and 
effective as we think we are. Faithfulness does not equal success; faithfulness is obedience even 
though you may not be “enough” and that requires vulnerability.
Faithfulness is trust. Nothing deters God’s ability or sovereignty. Faithfulness is trusting God 
despite what is going on or how I feel about what God is asking. It’s ok to doubt and struggle, 
but in the end, trust means that I believe God is good and He loves me enough to always do 
that which results in holiness and transformation. If we think of faithfulness in this way, we will 
be well on our way to significant growth and deeper Kingdom thinking.

On Sunday, October 30, we will be gathering for Commitment Sunday. It has been our tradition 
to prayerfully prepare as individuals and families, asking God how He wants us to commit our 
finances over the next year to His Kingdom work. It has also been a way that we as a church can 
plan ahead to steward what we believe God will provide for us to fund ministry. This year, God 
has been leading and shifting our focus, so we want to look at commitment in terms of the 
priesthood and orienting our lives toward the Kingdom of God. As we worship God through the 
committing of our finances, we will also be celebrating family dedications (formerly parent-child 
dedications), chaplain commissioning, baptisms, communion, and the committing of our lives 
for the glory and service of King Jesus. Big picture: we are committing to faithfulness, meaning 
we are people of prayer who deeply trust Jesus even in our own vulnerability. We are priests 
who will serve and sacrifice our lives regardless of the economy, elections, our freedoms, or 
anything else happening in the world around us because we know we have a living hope now 
and waiting for us at the return of Christ!



So, here’s how you can be preparing for Commitment Sunday: 
• Prayerfully ask God what He wants from you as you move into the next year. What is He 

preparing you specifically for in this next year? 
• Wrestle with what God wants you to commit financially to His work through this church 

over the coming year. 
• Seek God’s wisdom as He convicts you to surrender to lifestyle, behavioral, and heart 

changes to become more like Jesus. 
 
Jesus is better, 

 
Matt Whiteford 
 
 

 
 

You can make your commitment online at cpmodesto.org/commit anytime between now 
and October 30. For those who have previously requested a paper card, we've enclosed one 
for your convenience. Paper cards will also be available in person on October 30 and can be 

returned that morning or through the mail any time. 


