
 

 

Pause & Remember September 18, 2022 
Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Kyle Belden 
1 Peter 3:8-12 
 
Here is who we are 
Here is what we do 
Here is how we do it 
 
Haven’t gotten to speak in a while- summer has been so busy 
 
What am I doing here today? It’s like a pause to remind us, to keep us on track. 
 
Missions–need a minute to recalibrate, reorient 
 
It seems like that is what Peter is doing here. It feels like he takes a pause to remind us of who 
we are, and what we are called to.  
 
Says, “Hey we have been through alot, and there is alot more to come, but I want to take a 
minute here, and remind you of who you are, and what you are called to.” 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 

When we read lists, I tend to gloss over them. They usually have some crossover, right? 

I have discovered two things 

1. These are characteristics, not just actions 
2. This was written in a very specific way. 

 
Lists in US - Either build toward something or stand on their own 

Nothing wrong with it, but not how a lot of literature is written 

Chiasm – a literary device used in Old Testament and New Testament  

It’s meant to be a sort of reflection, connecting different parts of the statement, poem, or writing. 

If we numbered the verse we just read, we would number It 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 right? Five things, five 
numbers. 



 

 

But a chiasm would number it 1, 2, 3, 2, 1. The numbers are meant to connect and reflect each 
other.  

Literary nerds, you get this, you already knew this. The world needs you, but for the rest of us, 
we need something else. 

That word chiasm even leaving my mouth makes me feel so pretentious.  

This is how I have been thinking about it. 

Peter has put together a big, delicious character sandwich.  

Bread, Spread, Meat 

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 

UNITY OF MIND 

That we would have the same mind, the same goals, even act the same way. But what way is 
that? Peter doesn’t even say it, it’s almost like it’s too obvious to waste the time on. But isn’t that 
where we run into problems? He doesn’t say it right out here, and we fill in the blanks.  
 
We think having unity of mind is based around ideologies, viewpoints, academics, camps we can 
dig our heels into. We trade harmony, or unity of mind, for conformity. 
 
What becomes clear if we actually look to the Bible, is that the church gathers in unity not around 
a set of ideas, but around a person. Jesus. Who He is, and what He says.  
 
But we are to focus our thinking to conform to the mind of Christ (1 Corinthianbs. 2:16) and 
pursue unity by becoming as He is (Philippians. 2:1-5). 
 
Orchestra story 
 
But that seems near impossible right now doesn’t it? 
 
Here is why this character sandwich is so important. When we look at the other piece of bread, 
we see that Peter implores us to embrace humility. And we see that our harmony and unity 
cannot be achieved without the engine of humility. 
 
This has been big for me. 
 



 

 

You can force ideas, you can manipulate others to think like you, you can use all the tactics of the 
world to convince people you are right. But you cannot have the unity that Jesus promises 
without humility, it will not happen. Nothing destroys unity and like-mindedness like pride. And it 
leads me to ask a rough question of myself and us. 
 
I just wonder if part of the reason we see so much divide and such a lack of unity, is because we 
haven’t dealt with our pride  
 
It’s anecdotal, but the place I have seen the most unity around the person of Jesus just so 
happens to coincide with some of the most humble people I have ever met–people who will die 
in obscurity, but who are rockstars in the Kingdom of God.  
 
SYMPATHY 
As we keep digging into this sandwich, we find the next character trait that Peter says should be 
evident in the life of a follower of Jesus is sympathy. 
 
The idea we are to grasp here is an awareness and willingness to engage with others’ needs and 
feelings. It reminds of where Scripture talks about us rejoicing with those who rejoice and 
mourning with those who mourn. The truest definition of it is “to suffer with” which certainly 
applies to the situation these Christians found themselves in.  
 
Empathy is a good thing, but genuine sympathy almost hits harder for me. 
“I don’t have a dog in the fight.” The same emotional triggers are not there, but the care is. 
 
Even as I say that some of your hairs on the back of your neck go up. I get it, because it’s done so 
wrong so often which again is why the other side of the sandwich is so helpful. Our counterpart 
to sympathy is tenderheartedness. 
 
This word is meant to point us to deep feeling and emotion. The original word points not to our 
head or heart, but our guts, like literally our organs and it was used to communicate deep 
feelings. A deep compassion for each other. And that’s the key. 
 
We can practice real, helpful sympathy with each other, but only if we actually really care about 
each other.  
 
Sympathy driven by image only goes so far-damaging. 
Sympathy driven by duty only goes so far. 
Sympathy (a willingness to suffer alongside) driven by genuine care, that’s powerful. And we 
better believe the world would sit up and notice that.  
 
We find ourselves now at the center of this identity sandwich and we find the meat, what Peter 
describes as brotherly love. It really shouldn’t surprise us that this is at the center. Jesus told us 
the world will know we belong to Him because of how we love each other. He told us that who 



 

 

we are, as those chosen, as those who are priests, is really a family. And when the world looks at 
us, they should see us loving each other like family loves. Not an affinity love, not a conditional 
love, not a temporary love, but a love like family. 
 
And this is who we are. This is what the world needs to see when they look at us: a family, who 
shares in each other’s joy and suffering because we genuinely care for each other; who through 
our humility, have unified around the person of Jesus. What an incredible picture. 
 
Whenever we read things like this, I find them to be  

1. Hopeful–because it’s who we are meant to be 
2. Helpful–because it’s something to test myself against 
 

So Peter has done a pretty good job of reminding us of who we are, but one thing we know 
about Jesus is He doesn’t just change who we are, He invites us into a new calling. Peter lays it 
out here and he isn’t cute about it. He doesn’t beat around the bush. He just straight up gets to it, 
and starts by telling us what NOT to do, which i can appreciate. I am not always the most 
nuanced of people. Peter says this 

Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, (1 Peter 3:9a) 

What’s reviling (other translations say slander, others say insult, pretty much all point us toward 
words, what comes out of our mouth, which tends to be what comes out of our heart.) 

What is he saying? Don’t pick up the weapons of this world.  

but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 
3:9b) 

It is not enough to just stand in the face of the evil the world throws at us, but instead, we are to 
be a blessing to everyone, especially those who hate us. “Bless” has that priestly connotation, to 
advocate to God on the behalf of people and to bring the heart of God close to people. To speak 
for those who cannot, to lift up those who are held down, to unburden those who are under 
crippling weight. To show forgiveness to those who hurt us, to care for those around us. 

Not as a suggestion, or an option, but what does Peter say, because THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE 
CALLED TO. You want purpose in life? Here it is man. That our eyes would be open to how we 
can pour out a blessing, emotionally, financially, with our time and presence, with our undeserved 
forgiveness, with our skills and talents and resources, that we are on the prowl to be a blessing, 
even, especially to those who pay us in evil. Because that’s how we live in the blessing, the 
inheritance that we have been promised. We are conduit, it’s been the way since creation, since 
Abraham, since Jesus and now really possible because of the Holy Spirit living in us.  



 

 

Again, this is hopeful, and helpful to me.  

For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from eviland his lips 
from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face 
of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:10-12) 

 
 
We have been taking Communion a lot lately. Much like what we have done already today, 
Communion is a chance for us to pause, and remember. Be reminded. 
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 CHECK-IN QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing.  
 

What is the significance of each of the characteristics Peter mentions in v. 8? If you 
lack in any or all these characteristics, what might that say about you? 
 

What word or short phrase would you use to describe the image Peter painted in v. 9 of 
Christians’ relationships with those outside the church? Explain your choice. 

 

 
10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
from speaking deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayer. But the face of 
the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 

How would the lifestyle Peter is talking about in vs. 10-12 be important for believers 
who are facing persecution? 
 

How can such a lifestyle contribute to a sense of hope for obedient followers of God? 
 

What do these verses (8-12) reveal about God and His character? 

1 What is something you are thankful for this past week? 

2 What has stressed you out this week? 

3 How can we respond to the needs just expressed in our group, and those in our community? 

4 
The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to after reflecting on Scripture 
during your group? Were you obedient to what God laid before you? What steps did you take (or 
not take), and is there any way we can help? 

1 Someone read 1 PETER 3:8-9. 

2 Someone read 1 PETER 1-10-12. 
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What do these verses (8-12) reveal about people – both our relationship with God and our 
relationships with other people? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (HOW IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WANTING YOU TO CHANGE, BASED ON THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD)  
 

1 
Are you suffering or have you suffered in some manner for doing “what is good”? Explain.  
How well does your response to that suffering measure up to the standard Peter laid out for  
Jesus’ disciples? 

 

2 How does your hope impact the way you live daily, regardless of the favorableness of  
your circumstances? 

 

3 

ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTION: If what we looked at in God’s Word is true, what needs to change 
in your life? When you think about this, who in your life needs to hear about what the Holy Spirit  
is revealing to you? Be ready to share how what you just committed to doing goes the next time 
you meet. 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: 1 PETER 3:13-22 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that the Holy Spirit would move in your life and in the church as we 
gather this coming Sunday. As you hear from the Spirit, ask God for the courage needed to obey the Spirit’s 
direction in your life. Bring that and any notes from Sunday to add to the conversation you will have 
together. 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

1 PETER 3:8-12 
 

3:8-12 In climactic fashion, Peter commanded Christians (“temporary residents,” 1:1) not to return evil for evil so they could receive God’s 
blessing. The apostle’s teaching here (v. 9) reflects that of Christ elsewhere (Mt 5:43-44; Lk 6:27-28). 
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