
 

 

Suffering Priests September 11, 2022  
Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Travis Edgerton 
1 Peter 2:13-3:7 
 
I. Open up to 1 Peter 2:9 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.  
A. Disciples of Jesus are called to be a priesthood, representing the Kingship and mercy of 

God to the world. 
 1. Question: “Is it possible to accomplish our calling as priests, even when we’re in 

situations that we can’t change where we have no power?” 
2. Not only do I believe that this is possible, but perhaps these powerless situations are 

the place where disciples of Jesus have the MOST influence. 
 B. Starting at verse 13 Peter is going to address three very common power dynamics that 

his readers experienced every day in order to instruct how to live: 
1. Between government and its citizens 
2. Between masters and their slaves 
3. Between husbands and their wives 
4. Difference from philosophers of that day: Peter addresses those without power. 

 C. Modern question: Why does Peter instruct these powerless people on how to live 
UNDER the injustices they experience, rather than critiquing the injustice itself?  

  1. Our Bible DOES speak to each one of these issues. 
2. Here, Peter is speaking to people in situations that they could not change, at least   

not immediately. 
a. Their most immediate need was to answer the question, “How do I navigate a 

situation I can’t change, as a disciple of Jesus?” 
b. His focus in this passage is not to transform the “system.” It’s to transform the 

people living under the “system.” 
3. Main idea of the passage for us today: 

a. How do the people of God, priests in Jesus’ Kingdom, follow Jesus in 
circumstances we can’t change and where we don’t have power? 

b. And how do we do this in a way that those who currently reject Jesus as their 
King would see how we live and surrender to Jesus as their King as well? 

c. And perhaps we will discover that in this life, it is when we are denied access to 
the human version of power that we have most access to Heaven’s? 

II. 1 Peter 2:13-20, 3:1-7 
Be subject for the Lord’s sake [This part we don’t tend to struggle with–blank check! But it’s 
when we start getting specific that we struggle.] to every human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 
praise those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 



 

 

Fear God. Honor the emperor. Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only 
to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of 
God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and 
are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God.   
 
[Now at this point, Peter drops in the core of this whole passage, the central idea that links it 
all together. But I’d like to land on this part at the end, so we’ll skip down to chapter 3 right 
now.]  
 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your 
respectful and pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and 
the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your adorning be the hidden 
person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s 
sight is very precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn 
themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is 
frightening.  Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing 
honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so 
that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 
Let’s talk about each specific sphere Peter addresses here: 
 
 A. Citizens and rulers 

1. The main reason Peter instructs us to submit to human governments, is NOT because 
they are inherently good, but because every human government rules over a place 
where the Gospel must be lived and preached. 
a. This is why Jesus subjected Himself to living under human government. 
b. “Live as people who are free”: I am choosing, of my own volition, to honor my God 

by obeying human authority. This is a very practical thing: 
2. Name any country on Earth: 

   a. Are there people there who need Jesus? 
   b. Do they have a government and laws there?   

c. Then for the sake of Jesus’ mission, is it worth it for disciples of Jesus to be in 
those places, living under the powers that be for the sake of the Gospel? 

  3. And so, we live under those power structures, living at peace so that we can continue 
our mission. 

   a. Obedience to human government ends where sin begins. 
   b. Remember, this is “for the Lord’s sake.” We cannot sin “for the Lord’s sake.” 
   c. Does this preclude peaceful protest? 
    1) I personally don’t think it does.  (Civil Rights Movement) 



 

 

    2) When there is great injustice, I believe that Christians may be led by the Holy 
Spirit to challenge it.  

    3) When we do, the way we do it must be modeled after Jesus. 
  4. One thought to consider: What things are worthy of Christians protesting?  
   a. In other words, for WHOM are you using the power of protest? 
   b. Christians are called not to use their power OVER others but FOR others. 
  5. There will be a day when, to obey Jesus and fulfill His mission to make disciples, we 

must disobey the government. (This is true in many places in the world now.) 
   a. We need to be wise and discerning about this, to not play that “rebellion”         

card prematurely. 
   b. Or else, when it really does come to a day when disobedience is necessary, you 

will have no credibility in your resistance: “He’s been like that for years, always 
picking a fight!” Or “She has always had a chip on her shoulder.” 

   c. I realize that this might trigger your American sensibilities and I get that, but I 
want to remind you that your first citizenship and loyalty belong to Jesus.  

    1) Are you leveraging your time, energy, and voice first and foremost for the 
causes HE cares most deeply about? 

    2) Tom Schreiner: “Christians should never respond to the dictates of 
government slavishly, but they should obey out of strength and because of 
their freedom.” 

B. Slaves and Masters 
  1. This is a very hard one for me. Peter, as a good pastor, addresses slaves’ most 

immediate circumstance: how to obey Jesus in the powerless environment they were in.  
  2. Slavery in the 1st century existed on a wide spectrum. 
   a. Menial tasks under brutal conditions —> running household or business. 
   b. Some slaves were purchased, others had indentured servitude as a living. 
   c. Every slave was under the near complete control of their master. 
    1) Once IN slavery, it was very difficult to get OUT, though many did. 
    2) This was never quick and never cheap and therefore never immediate. 
  3. Peter applies much of the same instruction that he gave to citizens under a 

government to those in slavery, so I won’t repeat those thoughts here. Here, though, 
Peter specifically teaches that if you endure suffering because of your intention to 
obey God, there is reward in it. 

   a. And He warns against letting the injustice you experience lure you into a 
compromised character and thus perpetuating sin. 

    1) “Don’t become like your unjust master in the way that you respond to him.” 
    2) His sinful action does not validate your sinful reaction. 
   b. This does not excuse the injustice, but it reveals and praises the character of a 

person who would rather endure evil than do evil. 
    1) “Would I rather DO evil or ENDURE evil?” 
    2) But let me assure you, the whole testimony of Scripture is that God’s eye and 

favor are on those who suffer injustice for His name’s sake.  (Read the 
prophets, psalms, and New Testament. Chock-full!) 



 

 

C. Wives and Husbands 
1. Peter draws a connection to the preceding passage by saying “likewise.” 

   a. Like citizens with the manmade system of government and like slaves with the 
manmade system of slavery. 

   b. Marriage is from God, but also tends to be highly if not completely architected by 
the culture it is in, mirroring the brokenness in it. 

  2. Sadly, for most of history, wives have been subjected to humanity’s distorted version 
of marriage and have been vulnerable to the injustices perpetuated by men who have 
authority but use it unjustly. 

   a. In the first century, wives had very little rights. (Caesar-governors-husband) 
   b. To add to this, in this time period, a very wrong-headed belief was that the male’s 

authority was because he was naturally superior. (Artistides instructing husbands 
to approach their wives “as a better person would treat an inferior one.”) 

3. Peter, knowing that this thinking was in the air, speaks directly to the women, 
acknowledging their agency and identity as priests in God’s family. 

 a. Peter’s message was to wives in a situation they couldn’t change but could affect. 
   b. Live in a respectful way as a priest in your home. Your husband (specifically one 

who doesn’t know Jesus) needs to experience the love of God. 
   c. So that if they do not follow Jesus, they might become His disciple by the loving 

sacrifice of their believing wife. 
   d. This submission is to your own husband, not every man. 
   e. This is not about outward appearances, but about a transformed inner character. 
  4. You do this, by choice, as a priest in your household. Not for appearance’s sake or out 

of fear but for the sake of accomplishing the mission your King has given you. Your 
husband needs to see Jesus and you are Jesus’ image bearer. 

  5. But then Peter quickly turns the tables and now for the first time speaks to the one 
who DOES have power: 

 D. Husbands (This is a word to those in power.) 
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the 
woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that 
your prayers may not be hindered. (1 Peter 2:7) 
1. Peter once again says, “In the same way” as he speaks to husbands. In the same way 

what? Same as wives, slaves, and citizens: “in the same way, subject yourself.” 
SUBMIT. 

   a. Peter is speaking to the person in power and telling him that he has the same 
calling to “be subject.” 

   b. Ephesians 5:21: “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” 
   c. It is not only wives who are called to submit, but also husbands. 
   d. There is a counter-cultural call for all Christians everywhere to reflect CHRIST 

rather than their culture.  
2. How is this husband, the person in power, submissive? By living a life of 

understanding and showing honor to his wife in a culture that did not require him to. 



 

 

   a. Weaker vessel: This often is interpreted as Peter perpetuating a patriarchal 
society’s belief that women were inferior. 

    1) I strenuously disagree with this interpretation and point to the context to do so. 
    2) Peter wouldn’t suggest that women are inferior and then turn right around 

and say, “But they are co-heirs, on equal standing with you in Christ.” 
   b. No, rather, by saying that wives were “weaker,” Peter is pointing out the weak 

position women were subjected to in that culture. 
    1) One commentator says that a good translation from the Greek could be “more 

vulnerable member (of the family)”- Keener. 
    2) And so a Christian husband, knowing that culture would deny his wife a place 

of honor, is commanded to use the authority culture automatically assigned to 
him to benefit her and treat her as his equal. 

   c. Peter insists that wives are heirs right along with their husbands in God’s 
economy (grace of life). 

    1) Notice that the action of “honor” is the same word Peter employs concerning 
how a citizen should treat the emperor! (1 Peter 2:17) 

    2) “Treat her in this broken demeaning age, with the honor, dignity, and value 
that will be made obvious in the age to come.” 

  3. And if you don’t, there is a consequence: hindered prayers. 
a. “If you deny her access to your authority, I will deny you access to Mine!” 
b. “I will not listen to your petitions if you will not listen to hers.” 
c. God has a tendency to not listen to those who perpetuate injustice. (Psalm 34, 

Psalm 3) 
  4. Quick comment on male leadership in the home (Ephesians 5). 

a. Men are commanded to love their wives “as Christ loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her.” 

b. Being a husband, or even a leader in any sphere is NOT a place of privilege by 
Scripture’s definition of leadership. It is not a place of perks. It is a place of 
sacrifice, service, and surrender. 

c. If your leadership is self-serving, pridefully superior, or domineering, you are in 
disobedience to your King and He will not listen to you.  

5. And now let’s jump back to 2:21 to read this hub that ties all of this together to 
answer the question, “Why should a disciple of Jesus be willing to endure an unjust, 
powerless situation graciously?” 

III. 1 Peter 2:21-25 
(Here, Peter is quoting excerpts from Isaiah 53. Messianic prophecy about Jesus) 
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in His steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in His mouth. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him Who judges justly. He Himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His 
wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  



 

 

A. Jesus, Who had done no sin, CHOSE to endure suffering, mistreatment, and injustice all 
the way to death so that the very people who had caused the injustice He endured could 
be saved. You and me. 

  1. So the question we have to grapple with is this: “Is it too much for my King to ask of 
me to join Him in suffering a powerless situation for the sake of His mission to save 
lost people?” 

2. Please let me be clear. I am NOT advocating that anyone who is being abused stay 
quiet and stay in a dangerous situation.  
a. This question does not mean that people who are being abused or violated should 

“just endure it.” 
b. By the grace of God, in our current culture He has provided ways for the abused 

to seek help and the abuser to be brought to justice AND experience the painful 
grace of being stopped from further sin. 

c. No abused person should ever excuse or enable the abuse. Get out and get help! 
3. I am simply observing that as human beings, we find ourselves in so many situations 

that we cannot change and where we are powerless. 
4. What is our move? How do we respond in these situations? 

B. Here are Jesus’ responses that Peter lists out: 
1. He suffered even though He had done nothing wrong. (v.22) 
2. He did not retaliate. (v. 23) 
3. He did not threaten. (v.23) 
4. Instead, He trusted God the Father to vindicate Him. (v.23) 
5. He absorbed the sin of others rather than reflecting it back on them. (V.24) 
6. His response sought healing and restoration. (v.24) 

C. The outcome of Jesus’ sacrificial suffering was that people who were straying are 
reconciled to God. 
1. Our choice to emulate Christ and suffer sacrificially and without revenge reflects Jesus 

which is ultimately the reason for enduring suffering. Not for the sake of suffering, but 
for the sake of others being shown mercy just like us. 

2. We have to make our choice for how we will respond before it happens. We have to 
front load this kind of thinking before the heat gets turned up. If we don’t, we will 
panic and respond with a panicked response. 

3. So here are some questions I’d invite you to meditate on and talk with the Father 
about as you spend time with Him this week: 
a. How did Jesus steward being subjected to the power of others? We should do the 

same. 
b. How did Jesus steward His suffering? We should do the same. 
c. How did Jesus steward His own power? We should do the same. 

D. This is the high calling we have: “Disciples of Jesus honor the way and character of Jesus 
in circumstances that dishonor the way and character Jesus.” 

 
COMMUNION: Right before first Lord’s Supper, Jesus washed disciples’ feet. 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 CHECK-IN QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to 
governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are 
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the unjust.19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you 
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His 
steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When He was reviled, He did not revile 
in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him Who judges 
justly. 24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls. 
 

Look back at v. 17. How did Peter command believers to respond to authorities? How did 
he command believers to respond to God? What is the difference? 
 

Why are we called to endure suffering for doing good (vs. 20-21)? 
 

 

1 What is something you are thankful for this past week? 

2 What has stressed you out this week? 

3 How can we respond to the needs just expressed in our group, and those in our community? 

4 
The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to after reflecting on Scripture 
during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did you take (or not 
take), and is there any way we can help? 

1 Someone read 1 PETER 2:13-25. 

2 Someone read 1 PETER 3:1-7. 

SUFFERING PRIESTS 

1 PETER 2:13-3:7 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022  |  PASTOR TRAVIS EDGERTON 
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1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the Word, they may be 
won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not 
let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to 
adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you 
are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 7 Likewise, husbands, live with your 
wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with 
you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 
 

How does Peter’s usage of the word “submit” or “be subject” line up with the value of 
serving one another? How can this be misunderstood to be speaking to the value of 
having power over another? 
 

How do the instructions given by Peter compare to the instructions given by Paul in 
Ephesians 5:22-33? How are they different? How are they similar?  
 

What do these verses reveal about God and His character? 
 

What do these verses reveal about people–both our relationship with God and our 
relationships with other people? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
How did Jesus model being subjected to the power of others? How did Jesus model what it looks 
like to suffer for doing good? How did Jesus steward His own power? What should our response 
be to Jesus’ example in all these areas of our own life? 

 

2 
If what we looked at in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life? Who in your life 
needs to hear about this? Make a commitment to see change or share this with someone this week 
and be ready to share how it went the next time you meet. 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: 1 PETER 3:8-12 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that the Holy Spirit would move in your life and in the church as we 
gather this coming Sunday. As you hear from the Spirit, ask God for the courage needed to obey the Spirit’s 
direction in your life. Bring that and any notes from Sunday to add to the conversation you will have 
together. 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

1 PETER 2:13-3:7 
 

2:13-17. Peter exhorted his readers to be subordinate and respectful to every human authority because of the Lord. He commanded them to 
submit to governmental and civil authority, acting as free people. The foolish people refers to the Gentiles mentioned in v. 12. 
 

2:18-25. Peter charged household slaves to submit to their masters by doing good, even though they might suffer unjustly. Such behavior 
brings favor with God. While doing so they are to remember the example of Christ, Who suffered unjustly while submitting to God’s will. 
The phrase “by His wounds” (cp. Isaiah 53:5) refers to the death of Christ and not to the flogging He suffered at the hands of Roman 
soldiers (John 19:1). By His death believers are healed spiritually. 
 

3:1-6. Peter instructed wives to submit to their husbands because they bear distinctive witness to them through their God-honoring 
lifestyles. The statement “you have become her children” means that Christian wives in essence show themselves to be Sarah’s spiritual 
children when they do good and are not frightened by anything alarming. 
 

3:7. Peter commanded husbands to live in harmony with their wives and to show them honor as coheirs of the grace of life, or to treat them 
as fellow inheritors of salvation and its privileges. “Weaker nature” denotes physical weakness and should not be taken to mean that wives 
are morally or intellectually inferior to their husbands. Husbands are typically stronger physically. 
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