
 

 

Back to the Point September 4, 2022 
Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Peter 2:11-12 
 
I. Set up 
 A.  Who I am, my identity, determines how I think and what I do over my place, circumstance, 

and context. 
 B.   You are a part of God’s royal family and a priest who characterizes God to the world and 

intercedes on behalf of that world to God. 
 C.   How do we live this out in society, especially in our social relationships? 
II. 1 Peter 2:11 
 A.   Beloved/dear friends 
  1.   God’s loved people 
  2.   Empathy 
   a.   “How could they [love, vote, think] like that?” 
   b.   Empathy is moving from “How could …” to “I can see …” 
 B.   Sojourners/strangers (1 Peter 1:17) and Exiles (1 Peter 1:1) 
  1.   Sojourners/strangers: living in a place without citizen benefits 
  2.   Exile: from a foreign country temporarily in another land 
  3. *Emphasizes our “out of placeness” 
 C.   Abstain from passions of the flesh/sinful desires 
  1.  Not reduced to sex 
  2.   Desire (human fallen/blemished): wants, cravings, ambitions 
  3.   What might they be? Power? freedom? 
  4. *As God’s people we abstain from certain ways that are contrary to the Kingdom ways. 
 D.   Wage war against the soul - Mark 7:14-15 
  1.   Tree and mistletoe (from the imperishable seed) 
  2.   Encouragement: 
   a.  This is not a losing battle. 
   b.  This is not an easy battle. 
   c.  This is a battle worth fighting. 
  3. *We have salvation, the Holy Spirit, and the priesthood (also inheritance). 
   a. People don’t need to be in or know my business. 
   b. Sure, people don’t, but the priesthood does; connected by the Holy Spirit. 
III. 1 Peter 2:12 
 A.  Conduct yourselves/keep your conduct=way of living and thinking; how you live your life 
 B.   Honorable among the Gentiles 
  1.   Nations apart from Jesus 
  2.   “Among Gentiles” What about each other? 
  3.   Good and beautiful 
 C.   Slander as evildoers  
  1.   Suspicious activity 
   a.   Did not visit temple of gods nor civil celebrations for gods 



 

 

   b.   Tacitus, “Christians were loathed for their vice.”  
   c.   Incest and cannibalism 
  2.   What does the world call us evil for? Hatred of LGTBQ? How we speak and post has 

consequence, hate my sin and love sinners. 
  3.   There will always be things where the world both errantly and accurately has 

problems because we follow Jesus. 
 D.   Observe/see good works 
  1.  Make sure our way of life is so beautifully good that it makes it difficult for those 

accusations to stick for long. 
  2.   Do good that cannot be logically confused with hate or attack. 
   a. Permissible but will be a hurdle for another who the Holy Spirit confronts to 

repentance. What I did, said, or posted. 
   b. *Paul: free, but at what cost to the Kingdom. We are a priesthood, a spiritual 

house, and what we do will reflect the whole of the Kingdom. 
 E.   Glorify God on the day of visitation 
  1.   Isaiah 10:3 - exact language; day of punishment on the wicked 
  2.   Jewish view: day of judgment and vindication 
  3.   A watching world; surprising heirs of the kingdom 
   a.   A category of people who didn’t want Jesus but saw beautiful and good deeds, 

the witness of the priesthood 
   b.   Not a personal relationship but because of the corporates witness of the church 

(the royal family/priesthood) in simply doing good 
  4. *The public conduct of the priesthood matters. We drive people we don’t even know 

toward or away from Jesus not by our stance but by the beautiful good we do. 
IV.  Obedience 
 A.   Freedom and privacy 
 B.   Corporate witness matters. 
 C.   The reality of eternity separated from God and all that is good is on the line. 
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 CHECK-IN QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 
war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 

Who is Peter speaking to when he refers to “Beloved” and why does he call them 
sojourners and exiles? 
 

Can you think of a time when you witnessed Christians acting honorably and winning the 
respect of non-believers? If so, what happened? 
 

What do these verses reveal about God and His character? 
 

What do these verses reveal about people–both our relationship with God and our 
relationships with other people? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Misguided or not, why would the world call Christians evildoers? Why does the public conduct  
of the priesthood matter to those far from God? 

 

2 
What “passions of the flesh” are you personally fighting and what has God given us to help in 
this battle? 

 

1 What is something you are thankful for this past week? 

2 What has stressed you out this week? 

3 How can we respond to the needs just expressed in our group, and those in our community? 

4 
The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to after reflecting on Scripture 
during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did you take (or not 
take), and is there any way we can help? 

1 Someone read 1 PETER 2:11-12. 
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3 If what we looked at in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life? Who in your life 
needs to hear about this? 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: 1 PETER 2:13-3:7 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that the Holy Spirit would move in your life and in the church as we 
gather this coming Sunday. As you hear from the Spirit, ask God for the courage needed to obey the Spirit’s 
direction in your life. Bring that and any notes from Sunday to add to the conversation you will have 
together. 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

1 PETER 2:11-12 
 

2:11-12 Peter commanded his readers to live honorably as holy strangers and exiles so that even hostile Gentile residents of the Earth might 
come to glorify God. In verse 11 Peter referred to Christ followers as “strangers and temporary residents.” This label reminds us that as 
Christians we are temporary residents in this world and should maintain a degree of detachment from it by abstaining from specific 
behaviors. Verse 12 makes it clear that the early church was under intense scrutiny and criticism. False accusations and rumors abounded, 
and Christians were being accused of being disloyal to Caesar. Peter commanded his readers to live honorably as temporary residents on 
this Earth so that even hostile Gentiles might come to glorify God. 
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