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I. Introduction 
 A.   John 6:60, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 
  1.   Ever heard something that is just too hard to hear? 
  2.   Jesus asks hard things from us. 
   a.   Q: Is Jesus worth what He asks? 
   b.   “For a little while” vs what God has promised and prepared 
   c. *This morning is going to be hard, but, if you are willing to surrender, it will be 

really, really good. 
 B.   Danger of us reading Scripture 
  1.   We have a tendency to conform the text to us and sometimes even ignore                   

it altogether. 
  2.   There is a danger of either easing what is said or overstating what is said. 
  3.   Example: Alcohol 
II. Setting our hope 
 A.   “Therefore” (v 13) 
  1.   Because we are chosen (Father’s foreknowledge; set apart by Spirit; for obedience to 

Jesus) and because we have a living hope (inheritance) … 
  2.   There is a requirement of action on us. 
  3. *Grace and God’s work come first, enabling and empowering our work of obedience. 

B.   Imperative: Set your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus (v 13) 

  1.   Preparing our minds for action: “gird your loins”; a mind engaged and on guard vs a 
mind on vacation/lazy (especially with that which is comfortable and familiar) 

  2.   Sober-minded: self-controlled, levelheaded, disciplined; a sober mind rarely reacts 
quickly, it is thoughtful and careful with its response 

  3. *This is a hope that is not passively waiting for Jesus but is a “go time” hope.  
 C.  My work (vs 14-16) 
  1.   Obedient children: our activity is obedience and our station is children. 
  2.   “Passion of former ignorance”: don’t shape your life around the things that people 

shape their lives around when they don’t know God or His ways. If you do, you are 
acting like you don’t know God and you forfeit your witness (which is the thing you 
are supposed to be). 

  3.   Holiness 
   a.   Holy means different, distinct, set apart 
    1)  Focus on the grace to come with King Jesus’ return but also be holy now. 
    2)  Holiness is active–transforming our minds, actions, attitudes; our whole lives. 
   b.   God is holy in His being and in His conduct. 
    1)  Being: uncreated, eternal, infinite, etc. 
    2)  Conduct: pure, just, wise, etc.  



 

 

    3) *We are to be like Him, holy, in our being and conduct. 
   c.   We are set apart and markedly different from the world around us (already set 

apart by the Spirit, we cooperate and pursue that position). 
   d. *Holiness is not morality or ethics. Holiness is being completely different in our 

way of life–social life, public life, home life, and private life. It is being completely 
different with our neighbors, extended family, friends, business partners, 
customers, classmates, etc. 

   e. *The pursuit of holiness means that what you say (and post) is true (100%) and it 
reflects the value God has placed on every image bearer. If this does not describe 
your conduct, then you are not pursuing holiness. This is a hard saying. 

   f. *Anyone without the Holy Spirit can be moral and ethical. That doesn’t make  
them holy. 

 D.   Why? Two reasons (vs 17-19) 
  1.   Judgment  
   a.   God will accurately and fairly evaluate our lives  
   b.   “Time living as strangers” = until the return of Jesus with the new Heaven and 

new Earth 
  2.   Price of your redemption 
   a.   Not silver or gold 
    1)  Slave market: bought with money (typically silver/gold) 
    2)  Redemption: a payment of some sort of agreed upon price that sets    

someone free 
   b.   But with the blood of Jesus 
    1)  No one would buy a slave by giving to slave seller their son to kill as the price. 
    2)  Not with perishable, but the blood sacrifice death of Jesus 
    3) *Two sides: God’s judgment comes from the extreme price He has paid for our 

freedom. How can anyone say God does not love? 
 E.   Back to Jesus, our living hope (vs 20-21) 
  1. Foreknown, manifest, risen  
  2. So that our faith and hope are in God 
III. So what? 
 A.   Our hope (and our faith) is faced forward. 
  1.   Not a backward focused hope/faith 
  2.   Cross and Resurrection is critical but it is done, finished. We focus on Jesus’ return 

and our inheritance. 
  3.   Trouble with motivation and perseverance 
 B.   What we hope in shapes how we live our lives. 
  1.   I’m going to talk to myself on this and you can listen in. 70, 20 years 
  2.   Economy? Freedom? Health? Happiness? Safety? 
  3. *Or, have I set my hope completely on the grace to be brought to me at the revelation 

of Jesus? 
  4. *Am I pursuing holiness (set apart) or do I look like the world around me? Judge and 

price paid 


