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Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Peter 1:3-12 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   I can’t describe it; lakes in Canada 
  1.  Words and even photos fall short. 
  2.   You just have to experience/see it for yourself. 
  3. *This is the struggle with what God has for his family. Words just won’t be all that 

helpful. Sometimes the best we can do is to describe what God does not have for us. 
 B.   Outset: truth 
  1.   Life will at some point be disappointing. That’s real and it hurts. 
  2.   What God has in store for His family is so significant and so fantastic that the worst 

of this life is like nothing comparatively. *This is the frustrating tension we live in.  
II. Living hope 
 A.   Last week=chosen: God’s foreknowledge, set aside by the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus 
 B.   Our living hope (vs 3-5) 
  1.   God caused us to be born again (reborn; rebooted) to a living hope. 
   a.   Born again: adoption, opened up to my new forever family and new secured inheritance 
   b.   Hope 
    1)  Not a wish (I really hope …) but expectation 
    2)  A future event that you are waiting to happen, and it is going to happen for sure 
  2.   This living hope is made possible by the resurrection of Jesus. *So, what exactly is this 

living hope? 
  3.   Our living hope is the inheritance that God has prepared for and promised to His children. 
   a.   Inheritance=everything God has promised us (resurrection from the dead, eternal 

life–both ongoing and quality, a whole new world [a new fantastic point of view]–
specifically new heavens and Earth, prevailing and perfect justice and righteousness) 

   b.   Remember things that words can’t capture? Our inheritance is so fantastical that it 
can only be described with human terms in what it will not be. 

    1)  Imperishable: will never expire 
    2)  Undefiled: unblemished, clean, unbroken 
    3)  Unfading: not temporary 
    4)  Kept: protected, secure 
   c.   Not only our inheritance but we too are protected by God’s power. 
    1)  Note: protected does not equal no suffering (Hebrews 11:32-39) 
    2)  Faith does not keep us from trouble, in fact, it is likely that we will experience 

more precise trouble because of our faith (not to be confused with trouble 
because we are jerks or unthoughtful or distracted or unfocused). 

    3) *The protection God offers is a protection that will save us for everything He 
wants for us, and no one can do anything to take that away. He will care for us 
and give us endurance through the most difficult things in life.  

   d.   Until all is fulfilled at the return of Jesus - the last day 



 

 

 C.   The contrast and tension (vs 6-9) 
  1.   Joy characterizes our lives when we understand and internalize this. 
  2.   The window of suffering and trials 
   a.   For a little while 
    1)  Grieving because of real pain–we must acknowledge this 
    2)  Perishable (will expire); defiled (broken, blemished); fading (temporary); 

vulnerable (shaky, weak)–name your pain 
   b.   Testing of faith 
    1)  Gold 
     a) Valued throughout human history and seems to be on track 
     b) Better than any paper currency 
     c) Precious metal ($1,810/oz) 
     d) But it doesn’t last, can be destroyed, like all things  
     e) Pure, 24k, refining process 
    2)  We are God’s gold. 
     a) Treasured possession  
     b) Will remove the impurities and things not reflective of His character in us 
     c) Refining process–trials and suffering 
    3) *If we’re serious about gold we wouldn’t want gold that’s not pure, neither does 

God want His treasured people to be impure because He is serious about us. 
   c.   We live confidently loving and trusting God fully by faith (vs 8-9). 
 D.   Witness of history past and present (vs 10-12) 
  1.   This inheritance (living hope) is what the prophets were talking about. 
  2.   Flow of Peter’s summary 
   a.   Christ’s Spirit (Holy Spirit) gave them a glimpse of what God has prepared. 
   b.   God would redeem Israel and the whole of creation. 
   c.   They weren’t given specifics, but God gave them assurance He would act. 
   d.   And they knew they would not experience this but were joyful that this day would 

undoubtedly arrive. 
3. *We are involved in God’s mission, and we do not expect it to be accomplished in our 

lifetime. Yet if we are faithful in the assignments we are given as part of that mission, 
we have the joy of knowing that Jesus’ mission will be achieved, and we can 
participate in that joy now. The ancient prophets rejoiced because of what they 
glimpsed, even though it had not come to pass. 

  4.   And, furthermore, not even the spiritual beings who’ve been around since before 
humanity can comprehend the greatness of this living hope! 

III. So what 
 A.   We inhabit the “little while.” 
  1.   We don’t really get this, or very few of us do. If you think you do, you might be one 

with little self-awareness and might need to deal with a bit of arrogance. 
  2.   Pastor Emmanuel, Nigeria’s Kadina state 
   a.   Read excerpts 
   b.   He gets this. He’s living into and out of our living hope! 



 

 

A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch 
in the night. (Psalm 90:4) 

 B.   What about us? 
  1.   Most of us have no concept of being refined by trials by Jesus. 
  2.   Ask: Do I even believe that this inheritance is worth what obedience to Jesus requires? 
   a.   If yes, does your life reflect it? 
   b.   Likely, the honest answer is, “I conceptually get it but don’t practically live it out.” 
  3.   We must remember and permit each other to remind us the reality of our living hope 

even when it is painful. 
   a.   God calls us to be present with each other in suffering, not to just give each    

other platitudes. 
    1) “They’re in a better place” 
    2) “All things work together for good” 
   b.   With truth, empathy, and love, we must be a people who always are confronted 

with who we are and Whose we are and what’s at stake.  
 
    


