
 

 

Our Identity August 7, 2022 
Series, “Priesthood of the Believer” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Peter 1:1-2; 5:12-14 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  Identities: find self, who am I, etc.  
  1. Jewish idea of identity and the problem in the West 

2. *Peter establishes at the very beginning of his letter the identity of those to whom he 
is writing. The identity of those people through the eyes of God. And that identity 
should be their view as well. No matter slave or free, rich or poor, they are God’s 
redeemed people. And this identity was not even something they needed to strive to 
achieve. It is who they were at that moment. And, this is us. 

 B.   End of Acts 8 
  1.   Movement of the church in Jerusalem outward 
  2.   Rising persecution 
  3.   Q: How do I live out the calling and assignment given me by Jesus, especially in a 

world that is uninterested or even antagonistic? 
  4. *1 Peter is our flash forward to living out the realities of being the priesthood of all 

believers that we see throughout the Bible, especially developed in Acts. 
II. Identity 
 A.   Author: Peter 
  1.   Apostle: different from disciple or apostolic 
  2.   Authority and experience 
 B.   Recipients 
  1.   Church diaspora (Jews and Gentiles) 
  2.   People united by the worship and kingship of Jesus no matter the location 
  3.   Present at Pentecost in Acts 2, now churches all over the Empire. 
  4. *There is a unity of the whole Church throughout the world, regardless of the 

language spoken or cultures lived in because of our identity. 
 C.   The message: You are chosen 
  1.   The definitive description of the recipients is that they are those chosen for the work 

of Jesus Christ until He returns. 
  2.   Exiles: strangers, foreigners, aliens 
   a.   Not strangers on Earth. We will live on a new Earth. 
   b.   But the current environment is fallen, broken, sinful. The cultures, systems, and 

ways of being and doing are in conflict with God’s Kingdom. 
   c.   We have wholly different desires than the desires natural in the world. 
   d. *We are a Kingdom of God’s people. 
  3.  Locations: modern day Turkey 
 D.   How chosen 
  1.   God’s foreknowledge 
   a.   God foreknew what He would do and how He would do it. 
   b.   Don’t see this in a causal context but in a confidence and connection context. 



 

 

    1)  Confidence: you are God’s choice, you’re in the right place, you’re not a mistake. 
    2)  Connection: along with and like Israel, God chose you not because you are 

special or better, but because of His love. 
  2.   Sanctification of the Spirit 
   a.   Two types: 
    1)  Practical: becoming more like Jesus 
    2)  Positional: set apart for or dedicated to something specific 
   b.   This is positional sanctification: we are set apart or dedicated by the indwelling 

and always present Spirit for something. 
   c.   In other words, I am not my own or free to “follow my heart” or “pursue my dreams.” 
  3.   To obey Jesus 
   a.   What is obedience? In short, making disciples. 
   b.   Sprinkled with blood 
    1)  Identification and cleansing 
    2)  Put a pin in that, we’ll come back. 
 E.   Community 
  1.   Silas and Mark: community 
  2.   Babylon 
   a.   Earthly empires 
   b.  Likewise chosen: no matter your location (center of power or middle of nowhere), 

ethnicity, economics, etc., we are all chosen in the same way to the same extent 
and having the same confidence. 

  3.   True grace of God, stand firm 
   a.   Even though you are suffering and being shamed, know that this is God’s will and 

His truth. Stand firm, persevere, have resilience, endure 
   b. *This is the call to faithfulness to every Jesus follower. 
  4.   Treat and recognize one another as family because you are. 
III. Sprinkled with blood 
 A.   Exodus 24:7-8 
  1.   “We will obey”–obedience to Jesus 
  2.   “Splattered with blood”–sprinkled with blood 
 B.   Old and New Covenant 
  1.   Old Testament priesthood 
   a.   Exodus 25, God instructs Moses in the details of the Tabernacle and the 

development of Israel’s priestly line. 
   b.   Bread of presence 
    1)  Weekly sacrifice functioning as a memorial and eternal covenant (Leviticus 25) 
    2)  After the weekly sacrifice only the priests could eat the 12 loaves as they 

shared a meal. 
  2.   Blood of the covenant vs my blood of the covenant; poured out for you vs sprinkled on you 

C. *Our foundational identity, when redeemed, is that we are priests of Jesus’ Kingdom and 
we therefore live our lives and make our decisions according to that Kingdom alone. 

 


