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I. Three things about our mission 
 A.   The Gospel is the good news that Jesus is Lord and Messiah over all creation (v 36). 
  1.   Last week: Travis - king, king, king 
   a.   At its core, the gospel is the proclamation about who Jesus is (His identity), not 

necessarily salvation or moral code 
   b.   We tend to see and share the gospel as a personal and individual way to avoid 

some sort of undesirable consequences through salvation because of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 

c. *The Gospel is primarily identifying Jesus as king - and then all that follows  
Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, Who, existing in the form of God, 
did not consider equality with God as something to be exploited. Instead He 
emptied Himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of 
humanity. And when He had come as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. For this reason God 
highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee will bow—in Heaven and on Earth and under the 
Earth—and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11) 

  2.   Peter’s message 
   a.   Identity of Jesus 
   b.   Peter: pre and post resurrection. Before the resurrection, Peter was denying Jesus 

as an associate, after, He was proclaiming Jesus as the King. 
   c. *This is the eternal imbalance that will mark preaching, a message far more 

powerful than its messengers. 
   d. *The Gospel is about Jesus exalted as King of the universe. In our presentation 

and internalization of the Gospel as primarily salvation, we have created two false 
paths of living. One is the path of failing to deny ourselves and the other is using 
our power over people. Jesus calls us to deny ourselves and use His power in His 
name for the sake of the world as witnesses. Many who comprise the Church 
have wrongly emphasized the Gospel in making it about my salvation rather than 
the exaltation of Jesus. If Jesus is not exalted as King, there is no salvation. Many 
of us receive our salvation and then do what we want because we do not pledge 
all our allegiance to King Jesus. Many others take the power that King Jesus has 
given us through His salvation and use it over people in Jesus’ name rather than 
for people in Jesus’ name. The key to the full life that Jesus promised begins with 
Him as exalted above every name, so that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is King. 

 B.   Authentic encounter with the true identity of Jesus demands a decision: allegiance or 
rejection (v 37). 

  1.  “Pierced to the heart” 



 

 

   a.   Sharp pain of stab; emotional trauma requiring resolution 
   b.   A deep conviction, a people who are heartbroken because of what they just heard 
  2.   Pre/Post Peter: Before the resurrection, Peter was cutting off ears with the sword; 

after, he was cutting to the hearts with the Word. 
  3.   “What should we do?” 
   a.   Why should those already faithful ask this? 
   b.    Because transformation demands necessary change even for those already committed.  
 C.   Reception of and obedience to the HS is our life-long, active pursuit (v38-41). 
  1.   How we welcome/receive the HS  
   a.   Repentance  
    1)  Consistent theme from John, Jesus, and now Peter (not to mention the rest of 

the Bible) 
    2)  Means changed thinking which leads to changed behavior 
    3) *Repentance is a deep theological and practical thread of the new covenant - 

repentance is the one action that is on us. 
   b.   Baptism 
    1)  Familiar with Jewish audience (ritual washing/made sense) 
    2)  Transliteration: to dip; immerse; submerge 
    3)  Different/shocking: into the authority/name of Jesus 
    4)  This baptism, however, was superior to what they were used to. 
    5) *Each baptism in the name of Jesus Christ will loudly and clearly call the Holy 

Spirit to claim another part of God’s creation, to visibly lay claim on yet another 
child of God for the Kingdom. 

 2.   Gift of the Holy Spirit  
  a.   At the core of the Gospel is the gift of the Holy Spirit and what He provided to those 

who believe 
*Spirit baptism signifies the Spirit’s washing and consequential presence rather than 
an emphasis on tongues speaking. While I believe Scripture teaches this specifically 
and strongly, I will not break fellowship with brothers and sisters who take this and 
other passages differently. This is not a “break fellowship” issue. 

  b.   Who? 
   1)  For you 
   2)  Your descendants 
   3)   The Gentiles 
   4) *What Peter understood and what the Holy Spirit was saying … (see Isaiah 57:19) 
 3.  Be saved … 3,000 that day 
II. So what? 
 A.   Summary 
  1.   Jesus is Lord and Messiah over all creation. 
  2.   An authentic encounter with Jesus demands a decision. 
  3.   Reception of and obedience to the Holy Spirit is our life-long, active pursuit. 



 

 

 B.   The offensiveness of this message, the message about Jesus, is a real problem for some, 
and they will not have their religious or social sensibilities challenged, even if that challenge 
is a word of good news that the God Who created them seeks after them in Jesus.  

  1.   When confronted with the identity of Jesus, you either repent and get baptized or you 
have to deny that He is King. 

  2.   The other route is that you identify Jesus on your terms, not His terms, which is simply 
a less obvious form of denial. 

 C.   For those, however, who heard this message, a new reality begins and takes hold of 
them, driving them to their knees in the presence of King Jesus. 

  1.   Repentance: Who you want Him to be or Who He is? 
  2.   Baptism: The visible sign of Jesus’ kingship over you in this lifetime and the next 
 D. *Are you cut to the heart this morning? 


