
 

 

Acts 2:14-36 May 15, 2022 
Series, “Acts” Pastor Travis Edgerton 
 
I. Introduction 

A. Open to Acts 2:14 
1. How many of you read/watch/listen to the news? 
2. “Will somebody please step in and fix all this?  
3. I have very good news for you. Someone is going to but not the usual suspects. 
4. He’s the King, He has the  RIGHT to do this. He’s the only one who CAN. 
5. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 tells us that something happened 2,000 years ago that 

triggered the beginning of the end. 
B. Context of the Passage: 

1. Ascension |  Command to stay in Jerusalem for Holy Spirit 
2. The disciples obeyed. Holy Spirit fills them all … speak in other languages 
3. Jews in Jerusalem for Pentecost heard their native languages. Some wondered and 

some mocked. 
4. The Holy Spirit, through Peter, preaches the first sermon the Church ever heard. This 

is a weighty and defining sermon. It encapsulates the core and the primary bedrock of 
what we call “the Gospel.” 

C. Whose Gospel? 
1. This was not originally a Christian word.   

a. Means “Good News” or “Good Message” 
b. Typically used as an announcement in the Roman world that something 

significant or game changing had happened. 
c. And there’s one use of it that I think is especially poignant:  

2. Priene Calendar Inscription: pronounces the birthday of Roman Emperor, Caesar 
Augustus, as the momentous beginning of a new era.  
a. “Since Providence, which has ordered all things and is deeply interested in our life, 

has set in most perfect order by giving us Augustus, whom she filled with virtue 
that he might benefit humankind, sending him as a savior, both for us and for our 
descendants, that he might end war and arrange all things, and since he, Caesar, 
by his appearance (excelled even our anticipations), surpassing all previous 
benefactors, and not even leaving to posterity any hope of surpassing what he 
has done, and since the birthday of the god Augustus was the beginning of the 
gospel for the world that came by reason of him,” 

b. New King in town; His name is Augustus; oh and by the way, he is divine. 
   c. Peter and the other apostles lived in a world where the world “gospel” was 

associated with a specific king reigning over them. 
d. “Good news! Gospel! Caesar Augustus is King! You are so fortunate to be ruled by 

such a wise and divine king that there is no hope that anyone before or after him 
will surpass his greatness! Good news! Rejoice! Or else … 

3. But now, we have this rag-tag group of Jews claiming another Gospel, not the gospel 
of Caesar Augustus, but the Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth. 



 

 

a. This is a massive, dangerous, culturally loaded claim. 
b. Because “Who is the King?” Really mattered then. And it matters still. 
c. To the biblical authors, the question “Who is the King and how must we respond 

to Him?” took up quite a large portion of their thinking and writing. 
d. This kind of thinking is so foreign to us. We must make it such a defining part of 

how we think, how we feel, how we filter and how we live 
II. Acts 2:14-21 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these 
people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. [9 am] 16 But 
this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And in the last days it shall be, God 
declares, that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh [not just Jews], and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy [not just men], and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams; [young and old together hearing from God] 18 even on My male 
servants and female servants [not just the wealthy or high class] in those days I will pour out 
My Spirit, and they shall prophesy,’” 
A. The outpouring of the Spirit supersedes lines of status: Race, gender, age, class 
B. And we’ll see in the next part that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit signifies that the “last 

days” have begun. 
 19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the Earth below, blood, and 

fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the day of the Lord comes [Day of the Lord = God, the King judging the world…end of all 
things], the great and magnificent day. 21  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”![This new era is an era of salvation for all people.] 

  C. SUMMARY:  
1. What you’re seeing is not drunkenness. It is the promised outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit. (“Last days have begun”) 
2. The clock is ticking towards the Day of the Lord: God’s day of judgment for all people. 
3. And now Peter, using the Hebrew Scriptures, makes it very clear that how we 

respond to King Jesus will determine how we fare on that day. 
III. Acts 2:22-36 

22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men [God’s plan, but 
YOUR sin]. 24 God raised Him up [resurrection!], loosing the pangs of death, because it was 
not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David [King!] says concerning Him, “I saw the Lord 
always before me, for He is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart 
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For You will not 
abandon my soul to Hades, or let Your Holy One see corruption [bodily decay]. 28 You have 
made known to me the paths of life [I was in a situation where my body would naturally 
decay, but instead I will have life…resurrection!]; You will make me full of gladness with Your 
presence,” 



 

 

 
A. Summary of vs 22-28 
 1. Jesus’!death, Resurrection, and Ascension triggered the Spirit"s outpouring. 

2. Under God’s sovereign plan, you people of Jerusalem have triggered the last days and 
the impending Day of the Lord by murdering the Messiah. 

3. But God raised Him up from the dead. 
4. But now notice how Peter describes Jesus, notice all the royal language: 

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David [King] that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants 
on his throne [King!], [see 2 Samuel 7:12-13] 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 
of the Christ [King! Christ=Messiah= Anointed (to rule)], that He was not abandoned to 
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. [v. 32-33 is a summary of Peter’s whole argument] 
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. [“I and the 11 other apostles 
standing here with me literally saw Jesus alive after we literally saw Him die!”] 
B. Summary of vs 29-32 

1. Who is Jesus? He is the promised King (Christ) prophesied by His forefather, King 
David. 

2. The work of the Holy Spirit on EARTH is the sign that a Messiah-King sits enthroned 
in HEAVEN. 

33 Being therefore exalted (King!) at the right hand of God [King!], and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 
seeing and hearing. 34 For David [King!] did not ascend into the heavens [Peter has now twice 
insisted that these Psalms David wrote refer to the Messiah, NOT Himself], but he himself 
says, “The Lord (King!) said to my Lord [King!], ‘Sit at my right hand [King!], 35 until I make your 
enemies your footstool [King! Footstool placed before a throne].’” 36 Let all the house of Israel 
therefore know for certain that God has made him both [remember the quote from earlier… 
“all who call on the name of the ‘Lord’ shall be saved.” Who is this Lord? Jesus!] Lord (King!) 
and Christ (King!), this Jesus Whom you crucified.” 

 C. So let’s reverse engineer this: 
1. You killed Jesus of Nazareth, Who proved to you over and over again through signs 

and wonders that He was the Messiah. 
2. We are witnesses of the fact that God raised Him back to life. Not only that, we saw 

Him ascend to Heaven. 
3. What you’re seeing here today is the Holy Spirit being poured out. 
4. If the Holy Spirit is being poured out as prophesied by Joel, that means that the 

Messiah-King of Earth, Who the prophets spoke of for hundreds of year, is sitting on 
His throne in Heaven. 

5. Jesus of Nazareth is the One Who we saw exalted to that throne. 
6. That means Jesus of Nazareth is King of Heaven and Earth.  And the day of His 

return,“Day of the Lord”, is now counting down. 
7. And You all murdered Him. 



 

 

8. I thought Peter’s sermon was supposed to be the “Gospel”–good news? Where’s all 
the stuff about grace and forgiveness? This sounds more like a threat! And I 
understand that, but … 

IV. Core of the Gospel 
A. We all need to re-orient our minds to the actual central idea of the Gospel: Jesus is the King. 
 1. You may say, “How is it good news that Jesus is King and He will return to judge me?  

2. Story: Medical bills, (Mae’s arm, ER visit, etc. Huge bill, asked for assistance. The people 
were all nice, one said “I would if I could.” At the end of the day, it wasn’t until someone 
who was in charge–someone with authority–looked at our case and decided it would be 
better to forgive a large amount of that debt, that help came to us.  

 B. So how is it good news that Jesus is King and He’s returning to judge you? Because, 
unlike every other being in this universe, Jesus has the authority to grant a full pardon. 

  1. It’s good news because Jesus is not only the King, but He’s a King who forgives. 
  2. THIS KING, unlike Caesar, Pilate, Herod, Putin, forgives His enemies. 
  3. And forgiveness is a wonderful thing, but unless somebody has the actual authority to 

cancel your debt, forgiveness is only a gesture of good will. 
  4. If Jesus isn’t King, YOU aren’t forgiven. So for you and me, Jesus being King is the 

singular reality we need to be true, more than any other reality this universe could offer. 
C. So what is the Gospel?   

  1. That Jesus is King. Has the authority to rule and what He decrees is what will be. 
  2. Jesus has decreed that all who, by faith, trust in Him and pledge loyalty to Him as 

their King will be totally, utterly, irrevocably forgiven. 
D. Earlier I asked, “Who is the King and how must we respond to Him?” To all, I say the 

answer is this: Jesus is the King. Repent. Place your believing loyalty in Jesus. 
 E. Those who are already disciples of Jesus: 

1. First: keep repenting and keep placing your believing loyalty in Jesus. 
2. Second: Be encouraged. Jesus the King IS returning.   

a. And God the Father will make all of His enemies His footstool. 
b. Live loyally to the Kingdom that will be, not the worldly kingdom that is. 

3. Third: Get on mission. Jesus will not return until the mission is done, until what the 
Bible calls the “fullness of the gentiles” (Romans 11:25) is reached, until the Gospel 
“of the Kingdom” is proclaimed to all “people groups.” 
a. In the same way that the pouring out of the Holy Spirit triggered this age of 

Salvation, so will the finished work of proclaiming the Gospel to all peoples trigger 
the age of Jesus’ return. 

b. The question is, are you working to that end? Or are you slowing it by your 
disobedience? 

4. To what degree will the Holy Spirit use the people of this church? I answer that 
question with another question: To what degree is Jesus enthroned here? Perhaps it’s 
the same answer. 

5. The Holy Spirit will empower and use us to the degree that Jesus is our King. In other 
words, we will accomplish Jesus’ mission to the degree that we obey His commission. 

F. Those who are not yet disciples of Jesus: 



 

 

 1. Jesus is the King. He is the judge and He is returning. 
a. And unlike any other court system or ruler in the world, Jesus is perfect in justice and 

full of mercy. And He LOVES you. 
b. He’s personally invited you to be adopted into His Kingdom, His family. 

2. Will you respond? Will you call on the name of the Lord Jesus today and be saved? 
3. Do you really think that the wicked fools who rule the world now will have the last say?  

That they will be left to perpetrate injustice and wickedness for the rest of eternity?  
Certainly this cannot be the ultimate fate of Earth. 

4. If you continue to reject Jesus as your King, when He returns, you will, whether 
intentionally or unintentionally have aligned yourself with His enemies. And He will 
mournfully honor your decision. 

5. When King Jesus returns, will you be found with Him or against Him? 
6. This Gospel, this “Good News” is only bad news if you reject it. 


