
 

 

Cross April 10, 2021 
Series, “Prepare the Way” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 7:18-23 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  Luke 9:23 
  1.   According to Jesus, the cross defines our daily context. 
  2.   Anyone following Me daily denies their own desires/flesh and accepts the suffering 

associated with living like Me (Jesus). 
   a.   Anyone: no exceptions 
   b.   Denies own desires: Surrender 
   c.   Accepts suffering: Perseverance 
   d. *This is the character and activity that Jesus describes of those who follow Him. 

The value of something, or someone, is expressed by what we are willing to give 
up to obtain it.  

 B.   Temple - Wilderness - Cross 
  1.   God’s home is no longer the Temple, it is each and every follower of Christ. 
  2.   God develops the character and competency of His priesthood in the wilderness. 
  3.   God identifies His priesthood by the cross. 
  4. *Holy Week begins today. 
II. The Cross-Luke 7:18-23 
 A.   Priest, prophet, prisoner 
  1.   Born a priest but God dislocated his priesthood from the Temple to the wilderness. He 

became a priest with the power of the Spirit rather than the power of the system. 
(Spirit over system every time) 

  2.   Became a prophet in the wilderness preparing the way for the Messiah. His message 
was his life and his words provoked people to repent and be baptized. 

  3.   John was a threat to Herod and was then arrested and imprisoned. 
 B.  John’s Question (vs 18-19) 
  1.   “Are you the one, or should we look for another?” 
   a.   Doubt=lack of understanding 
   b.   Unbelief=act of will 
  2.   Messianic expectations (Isaiah 35:5-6; 61:1-2) 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; (Isaiah 35:5-6) 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
Good News to the poor; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all who mourn; (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

   a.   Isaiah and the works that identify the Messiah (Isaiah 26, 29, 35, 42, 61) 



 

 

   b.   Blind see, deaf hear, lame walk, mute speak, Good News to the poor, bind up 
broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, open prison doors to the bound 

   c.   Unmet expectations fueled Israel!s idolatry. They ended up worshiping a calf 
because they did not have a vision for communion with God in the wilderness. 
Unmet expectations are one of your biggest enemies in this age. 

   d. *Are these things happening and if so, perhaps a mild prod for Jesus to do the full 
work of the Messiah. 

 C.   Jesus’ response (vs 20-23) 
  1.   Jesus doing the work of the Messiah (v 21) 
  2.   Go and tell John, the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, the poor have good news… at this point, Jesus stops quoting Isaiah. 
  3.   What’s missing? 
   a.   Open prison doors to the bound. 
   b.   Silence about prison was confirmation that John was not getting out of prison and 

that he was in the right place. Let that sink in. 
4. *Many of God's best friends have been rejected, abandoned, forgotten, and 

imprisoned. We simply do not have the capacity to evaluate our lives correctly at 
every moment. God's deep affection for you does not always correlate to whether or 
not you feel successful. God's leadership of your life, while deeply disappointing at 
times, does not mean He does not deeply love you, nor does it mean you failed in your 
assignment. 

  5.   Omission replaces with, “And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” 
   a.   Even the man Jesus called one of the greatest could be offended by Jesus’ 

leadership of his life. Instead of opening John!s prison, Jesus warned him against 
offense. 

   b.   John had a choice, become offended by Jesus and His actions or recognize Jesus 
as Messiah and trust Him. 

   c.   Lasting offense exposes hidden things. When unmet expectations cause deep 
and lasting offense with God, it reveals you were not fully after God–you were 
after God plus something else. This exposure is God's gift to you. When these 
offenses come, you can turn to the Lord and allow Him to heal you, or you can 
nurture the offense and turn your expectations into culturally accepted idols.  

  6. *This is the point of the cross. 
a. The cross is offensive to our flesh. 
b. Every time we deny ourselves and carry our cross we put it back down and revert 

back to fulfilling ourselves. That’s why this is daily. 
c. John had to make this decision and he did. 

III. Offended 
 A.   Many people do not grasp how God works and what He wants, so they unintentionally 

resist Him. Others end up offended with God because of their unmet expectations or the 
difficulty of the process. All the while God is often orchestrating circumstances in our lives 
to produce what He wants. 

  1.   Israel 



 

 

   a.   They expected that Messiah would judge the nations and restore their political 
independence and the greatness of Israel. 

   b.   Israel was offended by Jesus. They valued the hope of a nation more than the 
divine presence. 

  2.   “(We) are endowed by our Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” Declaration of Independence  

   a.   This is good. But it is not God and it is not transformative. This is man!s attempt to 
forgo the purpose God has given the priesthood and receive their inheritance now 
even before Jesus our King has received His full inheritance. This is just part of our 
nature. 

   b.   If we are honest, we are offended by God when we don’t experience the life 
we’ve always wanted.  

   c.   The Bible presents our walk with God in this age as a “pilgrimage” where we are 
“strangers” waiting for a future inheritance, yet Christian conferences, books, and 
ministries incessantly call us to pursue our inheritance, our destiny, and find 
fulfillment in this age. 

  3. *We love our freedoms and our options so much that it costs us the pleasure of 
knowing God.  
a. John was wrongly imprisoned and had a right based on Isaiah’s prophetic voice 

for the Messiah to release him from prison.  
b. John didn’t get to see the crucifixion, the resurrection, and the outpouring of the 

Spirit. 
c. He “wasted” 30 years preparing for six months of ministry that led him to prison 

and premature death alone. 
   d. *If anyone has a right to accuse God of negligence, it’s John. But he didn’t. 
 B.   God’s end-time agenda is very clear and straightforward: The revelation of Jesus Christ. 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants the things 
that must soon take place. He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John, 
who bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all 
that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 
are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Revelation 
1:1-3) 

  1.   The Bridegroom is coming again, and we have been commissioned as a priesthood to 
prepare a people for Him.  

  2.   Have you settled the fact that God's leadership of your life may offend you and are 
you preparing others to face their offense with God and His ways?  

  3.   If you have not resolved your own offense with God you will not be able to prepare 
others.  

  4.   Many were offended when God sent His Son to the cross. Will the Church be 
offended when God allows His people to go to the cross? 

  5. *Are we preparing ourselves and others not to be offended when we suffer by God’s 
design? Or are we trying to convince ourselves we will not suffer? 

 C.   The bottom line 



 

 

  1.   We, like John, are priests who are called to prepare the way for Jesus’ coming. 
  2.   We, like John, are called to be formed into the image of Jesus. 
  3.   We, like John, are called to deny ourselves and carry our cross daily. 
  4. *Part of bearing our cross is choosing not to take offense when our expectation of 

God is not met. Many of us hearing this today have taken offense and are holding 
those offenses toward God. I believe the Spirit is saying this morning that it’s time to 
turn those offenses over to the very God you are offended by. If and only if we have 
surrendered to the deep work of the Spirit and pursued intimacy with Jesus will our 
lives lived this way be an indescribable joy. 

  5. *Will you choose, like John, to be consumed by the love of the divine Bridegroom? 
This is an ultimate question that requires an ultimate response. If you say yes, you will 
be transformed. Like John, your life will become a message regardless of your 
notoriety. If you say no, God will still love you, but you will find yourself increasingly 
out of step with Him. 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

     

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
A QUICK SUMMARY OF WHERE WE HAVE BEEN SO FAR IN THIS SERIES: 
 

1. God’s home is no longer the temple, it is each and every follower of Christ. 
2. God develops the character and competency of His priesthood in the wilderness. 
3. THIS WEEK: God identifies His priesthood by the cross. 

 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 

When John asked the question in Luke 7:19, he was in prison. Why was John in prison? 
 

How might you expect Jesus to respond to John’s question? 
 

While Jesus was ministering through miracles and teaching, John the Baptist was in prison for 
confronting Herod’s adultery (Matt. 14:1-5). While in prison, he was dependent on other people to 
relay Jesus’ actions to him, and the reports he received confused him as to whether or not Jesus really 
was the Messiah. Even though he previously expressed faith in Jesus as Messiah (Matt. 3:14; John 
1:29-37; 3:22-30), John’s doubts here were likely the result of his prolonged imprisonment and his 
disappointment that a “baptism of fire” had not yet occurred (Matt. 3:11-12). 

 

In your experience, have difficulties in life drawn you closer to God or caused you to doubt Him? 
Explain. 
 

In the midst of his doubts about the Kingdom, John did not turn away from Jesus, but toward Him. If 
left unchecked, the doubt in our hearts will cause us to look inward and isolate ourselves from the Lord 
and from community. Like John the Baptist, we must look to Christ for the strength to overcome the 

1 
What offends you the least? What offends you the most? Why is offense your response to those 
things and is that the appropriate response? (avoid having this conversation being directed at people, and 
look more at circumstances instead) 

1 Someone read LUKE 7:18-19 in their Bible. 
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skepticism in our hearts, remembering that the God we serve is big enough to handle our doubts and 
strengthen our faith. 

 

 

How did Jesus respond to John’s doubts? What does that tell you about Him? 
 

Jesus mentioned six things that characterized His earthly ministry in v. 22. How did  
these things give answers to John’s doubts? Of these six, which is the most powerful to you  
and why? 
 

Why do you think Jesus did not perform a miracle and get John out of prison in this 
situation? 
 

Jesus didn’t immediately answer John’s question with words; instead, He let John’s disciples see 
the evidence for themselves. Then, to drive home the point, Jesus referred to passages of 
Scripture that would have been familiar to John (Isaiah 26:19; 29:18-19; 35:5-6; 61:1) to describe 
three types of action that typified what Jesus did–healing, raising the dead, and preaching good 
news. Jesus does the same for us when we come to Him seeking truth. He doesn’t scold us or 
make us feel ashamed for having doubts, but lovingly points us to the truth we seek in His Word, 
in prayer, and in experience. It is of note that Jesus did not quote all of Isaiah 61:1, which also 
includes the promise that the Messiah would proclaim liberty to the captives. In essence, Jesus 
was telling John, “Yes, I am He, but that does not mean your immediate circumstances will 
change.” 
 
Jesus may not be what we expect in the circumstances of life–removing our difficulties and giving 
us what we want on Earth. But in all things, He fulfills Scripture and continues to bring glory to 
God and people to Himself through salvation. 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 How might remembering what Christ has done help you fight the temptation to let your doubts 
define you? 

 

2 Why is the cross offensive to humanity? Why is it God’s design that we experience suffering and 
hardship as we live as His priests in this world? 

 

3 How can we prepare ourselves to not be offended by this suffering so we can focus on the work of 
preparing the way for Jesus? 

 

4 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life? 
 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: Easter Sunday 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use next Sunday’s message and worship service to 
transform the minds and lives of those who participate in it. Remember to take good notes during the 
message so you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have! 
 

2 Someone read LUKE 3:20-23 in their Bible. 
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 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

LUKE 7:18-23 
 

7:18-20 News about Jesus reached John in his prison cell (see 3:20). Even in prison John maintained loyal disciples who looked to him for 
spiritual leadership and kept him informed about the outside world. John sent two of these disciples to Jesus. Things had not worked out 
quite like John expected. Confusion about Jesus began to set in. Was this really the deliverer who came to harvest God’s crop and throw 
away the chaff (see 3:15-17)? Or should they look to someone else to fulfill the role of the Messiah that God had revealed to John? Faithfully, 
John’s disciples fulfilled their commission, finding Jesus and posing John’s question. 
 

7:21 No immediate answer came from Jesus’ lips. Rather, He continued His ministry—healing, exorcising, and giving sight. Evidence of the 
Messiah in action should be more compelling than personal testimony about Himself. 
 

7:22 Having acted, Jesus spoke. Picking up snippets of Scripture from Isaiah (26:19; 29:18-19; 35:5-6; 61:1), He described His ministry to 
John’s two disciples. Three types of action typify what Jesus did—healing, raising the dead, and preaching Good News. Now we are ready 
for the rest of John’s story. How did he react? Did he accept Jesus’ testimony? How does one who looks for judgment of the chaff respond to 
one who cures and brings Good News? Luke ignores our questions. He concentrates on Jesus. 
 

7:23 Jesus solidified His case with a beatitude, a statement of blessing on people who act in a certain way (see 6:20-22; Matt. 5:3-11). This 
beatitude centers on response to Jesus. He called for people not to fall away from God because of how Jesus acts. Do not let their 
expectations of Messiah lead them to miss God’s true Messiah. He may not be what they expected and wanted— a general to lead armies 
against Rome, a king to rule in a new state of Israel, an end-time prophet to bring final judgment on the world and inaugurate the Kingdom 
of God. Still, he fulfills Scripture and continues God’s purpose from creation onwards, to bring good news to all people in need. Are Jesus’ 
actions and teachings enough to convince us He is the Messiah of God? Will we look for another? 


	Prepare the Way-Cross[14]
	04.10 Sermon Discussion Guide

