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I. Introduction 
 A.   Off-road clinic: driving and spotting 
  1.   Even though I can’t see what is in front of me or where my tires are, I still feel like I 

know what is best. 
  2.   Do I trust the spotter who actually sees the entire picture and only wants success for me? 
 B.   Intimacy and trust 
  1.   Intimacy is best understood and present in the atmosphere of trust 
  2.   We have an innate disability with trust 
 C. *God recognizes our difficulty in trusting.  
  1. Starting the day with the Beatitudes 
  2. To be poor in spirit is a heart posture of humility. It’s a radical decision to recognize 

our lack without God and to humble ourselves enough to know that we can’t survive 
on an attitude of self-sufficiency.  

II. Theology of giving (Matthew 6:1-4) 
 A.   Verse 1: What’s inside 
  *RIGHTEOUSNESS 
  1.   Internal and external 
   a.   Giving is helpful to others externally but the core of giving is what it does internally. 
   b.   Giving has an inward result of intimacy with God 
   c. *What goes on in my heart and mind when I give? 
  2.   Giving is a critical part of actually knowing Jesus. When we elect not to give, we in 

essence say, “I don’t want to know Jesus as well as I could know Him.” 
  3.   “Beware” 
   a.   Don’t practice with the intent to be seen by others. 
   b.   What is the purpose of being/doing anything righteous/impressive? 
    1)  Is it to impress people? 
    2)  Is it to impress God? 
    3)  Is it to know God in a deeper more intimate way? 
   c. *Keep in mind this idea of reward, we’ll come back to it later. What might this 

reward be? 
 B.   Verse 2: Community context 
  1.   Synagogue  
   a.   Trumpet-shaped metal cones funneling into the collection box in the Temple 
   b.   Tossed the right way, coins could make a very impressive racket echoing 

throughout the hall. 
   c. *Don’t intentionally draw attention to your giving. 
  2.   Hypocrites: actors in Greek and Roman society 
   a.   A person who is actually one thing but acts like something else 
   b.   Acting like I am holy, righteous, follower of Jesus but I am not 
  3.   Received reward, what? 



 

 

   a.   Others are impressed (popularity) 
   b.   Others are jealous (targeted) 
   c.   Others are annoyed (hated) 
  4. *Giving to be known will result in precisely that, being known good or bad. But that’s it.  
  5. *Anyone can give but not everyone who gives will experience intimacy with God. 

(Warren Buffet, Bill & Melinda Gates, George Soros, Michael Bloomberg; most 
generous givers) 

 C.   Verses 3-4: Personal context 
  1.   When you give during gathered mission and when you give while on scattered 

mission (define gathered & scattered) 
   a.   Jesus’ assumption is that you give when gathered and give when scattered; not 

one or the other. 
   b.   Giving this way is simple faithfulness, not something only for the super-disciple. 
   c. *If you’re not giving, you’re not being faithful (don’t misunderstand; don’t go to 

shame; the widow’s mite) 
  2.   Left hand and right hand 
   a.   Hyperbolic language or extreme exaggeration 
   b.   “Humble and quiet” does not mean that if anyone knows or finds out, your giving 

is disqualified. 
   c.   Motivational level 
    1)  Why do you give? (Matthew 5:16) Get glory or to give glory? 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father Who is in Heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

    2)  The Holy Spirit will guide you in who needs to know and how they need to know.  
  3.   Father in secret will reward 
   a.   What is this reward? Open up the storehouses? Nope. This reward is intimacy 

with Jesus.  
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need. (Malachi 3:10) 

   b.  How does this result in intimacy? 
    1)  God is a God of generosity and we, in part, must know Him through His gifts to 

us: everlasting love, Jesus Christ, eternal life, righteousness, Holy Spirit, spiritual 
gifts, assignment for mission, authority over the enemy, everything I own. 

    2)  Shared mission born and executed by the two of us; 
     Good healthy secrets bind people deeply creating a sense of intimacy. 
    3) *God will reward those who give this way with a deeper and more profound 

intimacy with Jesus. 
III. So what? 
 A.   Giving is a primary pathway to being intimate with Jesus. 
  1.   Giving always receives a prize–either from men or from God. 
  2.   The heart and hope in giving matter greatest. 



 

 

  3.   Giving is expected of everyone who follows Jesus, first toward intimacy with Him, 
second toward helping others, like the greatest and second-greatest commands. 

 B.   Remember my off-road clinic? 
  1.   Our world teaches us that giving is optional and discretionary, ours to give or not give 

(the view from the truck). 
  2.   Jesus teaches us that giving draws us close and intimate with God and we are the 

extension of His gifts (the view of the spotter). 
  3. *Who are you going to trust? 
 C.   Next week I’ll be talking about the practical side of this and the powers that lie to us to 

keep us from experiencing Jesus.  
  1.   Keep reading the Beatitudes every morning and meditating on God’s Word. 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.  
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
(Joshua 1:8) 

  2.   Prepare your heart for a different perspective of money than what you might         
have now. 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

     

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 
you will have no reward from your Father who is in Heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, 
sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

What do you think Jesus meant here by, “practicing your righteousness”? 
 

This is the same word found in Matthew 5:20, but the context indicates that the 
emphasis is on the religious activities commonly associated with moral righteousness. 
While there were a variety of Jewish sects which emphasized different points of faith 
and practice, all sects observed the three marks of righteousness spoken of in 
Matthew 6:1-18: almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. 

 

Why do you think Jesus discouraged “practicing righteousness” before people? Do you 
think He would condemn all public acts of charity, or just those that seem to have selfish 
motivation? 
 

How would you define the word “hypocrite” (see v. 2)? Where do you see hypocrisy in the 
way people give today? 
 

1 
When you were a child, what did you do to call attention to yourself? How about now as an adult? 
Do you prefer to be “seen” or prefer to blend in and not take center stage?  

1 Someone read MATTHEW 6:1-4. 
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While it’s an analogy, why might it be desirable to not “let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing” when you are giving? 

 

LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Matt shared on Sunday that giving’s reward Jesus spoke of in vs. 1 was deeper intimacy with 
Jesus. How have you seen this to be true in your life? 

 

2 

Here is a series of questions to generate discussion among the group: How has your theology of 
giving (or belief towards giving) shifted over time? Has the Bible or possibly the world influenced 
you more in how you view giving? Have you viewed giving as optional/discretionary or expected? 
What has been your attitude behind your giving? What has led to any shift in how you view 
giving? 

 

3 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life right now? 
 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: MATTHEW 6:1-4 
We are going back to this same passage next week, but we will be looking at it a bit differently. Take some 
time before Sunday to pray that God would use this message and the truth in His Word to transform the 
minds and lives of those who hear it. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
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your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MATTHEW 6:1-4 
 

Matthew 6:1 serves as an introduction to all of 6:1-18. It establishes the theme of doing acts of righteousness before men, and thus losing 
reward from your Father in Heaven. Jesus’ exhortation “Beware of” is the present tense form and emphasizes the need to be on the alert to 
the temptation to seek our reward from men. Jesus was not condemning the righteous acts themselves. His concern was the motivation 
behind the actions. The same act of obedience can be right or wrong, depending on why a person does the act. Jesus has already 
commanded us, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father who is in Heaven” (5:16). The 
difference is in whom others see as a result of our public righteousness. Do they see only us, or do they see our Father more clearly? 
 

The opening when (v. 2) implies that this was a teaching which applied to any instance of giving. Jesus began by telling His hearers not to 
give alms, ascribing such ostentatious behavior to the hypocrites (referring to the scribes and Pharisees of 5:20). Key to the passage is the 
explanation of their motive: to be honored by men. In this first example, Matthew uses a verb meaning praise (5:16), whereas in the second 
and third examples, he uses another verb meaning “to make visible” (active), “to be seen” (passive). The meanings of the words overlap, but 
the concern is the tendency toward competition with God for glory. 
 

“Giving” or “almsgiving” is the translation of terms meaning “perform an act of mercy.” By the first century, the phrase came to mean 
specifically the act of giving to the needy. This kind of giving was not mandatory in Scripture, for it was above and beyond the three required 
tithes. God’s people are not to give to draw attention to themselves. In classical Greek, the term “hypocrite” referred to an actor on stage, 
wearing a mask. In the New Testament, it came to have a negative connotation, referring to someone putting on an act (i.e., masking the 
truth). Jewish rabbis taught that almsgiving received especially high reward. How empty to know that, due to one’s own pride, there was no 
reward remaining for an act of righteousness beyond the glory of the moment. This was shocking to a first-century Jewish audience. 
 

Verse 3 begins with the strong adversative, “But when you.” The emphasis on “you” was intended to draw a stark contrast between the 
hypocrites just described and Jesus’ Kingdom servants, the disciples of 5:1-2. Jesus’ instruction in 6:3 is exaggerated wording intended to 
make the point: “Do all you can to avoid drawing attention to yourself.” Since nothing escapes the eye of God, even the most private act is 
noticed and will be rewarded. Jesus’ use of the title “Father” added warmth to His guarantee of reward. This is not to be seen as a 
mechanical kind of relationship. Rather, the gift from the heart is given out of love for the Father, and the reward is returned as to a dearly 
beloved Son. 
 

The reward (6:4,6,18) is not unrelated to the concept of reward in 6:1. The first word leans more toward the idea of repayment; thus, the 
idea of reimbursement for our “expense” incurred in each act of righteousness. But the point is the Father rewarding His servants. We were 
“created … to do good works” (Eph. 2:10). In keeping with the instruction of 5:16 to “let your light shine,” our Father in Heaven will reward us 
for good works. The issue for the Pharisees was works apart from God’s righteousness. The Pharisees were trying to establish their own 
righteousness by works. 
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