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I. Introduction 
 A. This week I googled “Quotes about the Bible”- Fascinating: so many people have quotes 

on their view of the Bible. I’ll share just a handful: 
 1. Teddy Roosevelt (American President) “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth 

more than a college education.” 
 2. Maya Angelou (Poet, Civil Rights Activist) “I read the Bible to myself; I'll take any 

translation, any edition, and read it aloud, just to hear the language, hear the rhythm, 
and remind myself how beautiful English is.”  

 3. Marilyn Manson (Musician) “I like [the Bible] as a book. Just like I like ‘Cat in the Hat’” 
 4. George Carlin (Comedian) “I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a 

whole lot more as they get older; then it dawned on me-they're cramming for their 
final exam.” 

 5. George Bernard Shaw (Playwright) “No man ever believes that the Bible means what 
it says: He is always convinced that it says what he means.”  

 6. Frank Sinatra “Alcohol may be man's worst enemy, but the Bible says love your enemy.” 
 7. Amy Waldman (Author, Journalist) “Over the centuries, and even today, the Bible and 

Christian theology have helped justify the Crusades, slavery, violence against gays, 
and the murder of doctors who perform abortions. The words themselves are latent, 
inert, harmless-until they aren’t.” 

 8. NT Wright (Biblical Scholar) “The Bible is the book of my life. It's the book I live with, 
the book I live by, the book I want to die by.” 

B. If you think about it though, it is very unique, even odd, what we do here every Sunday 
and what many Christians try to do every day.   
1. Open an ancient book … written by people on the other side of the world … live our 

lives by it.   
2. That is an odd thing to do.  Unless that book is more than just any other book. 

C. Continuing our “Close + Faithful” Series.  This week and next: Scripture 
1. This week we want to internalize the “What and Why?” of meditating on Scripture.  
2. We have instant access to what people today think about the Bible–just google it–but 

something that we probably don’t think much about is what JESUS thought of the 
Bible. We just assume what He thought. “It’s His book after all.”   

3. In Matthew 5:17-20, we actually have Jesus’ own words expressing His view of 
Scripture. 

D. Question in modern theology: “Do you have a high or low view of Scripture?” 
1. High: upholds the fully true, unchanging and eternal nature of Scripture; fully trust it, 

fully obey it. 
2. Low: spectrum of “It’s just another book” to “The Bible has worthy and even some 

divine truth, but it can be evaluated by other sources of truth, leading to parts or all of 
it being rejected. 



 

 

3. We certainly hold a high view of Scripture here, but what I’m discovering is that even 
a “high” view of Scripture can be found wanting when we ask this question: 

E. “What was Jesus’ view of Scripture?” 
1. We know what other Scripture says about Scripture. These are the Scriptures that 

usually get cited to build our view of the Bible.   
a. (2 Timothy 3:16): God-breathed … inspired by God. 
b. (2 Peter 1:20-21): God-instituted, produced with dual-authorship between 

God and man 
c. (2 Peter 3): Apostles viewed the New Testament writings of the other 

apostles as Scripture as well as the Old Testament. 
2. If we’re going to insist on the importance of Kingdom Citizens reading and 

meditating on the Scriptures, it is also of huge importance to us to know how our 
King Jesus thought about them. 

II. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets [this was a way of referring 
to what we now call the Old Testament]; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
For truly, I say to you, until Heaven and Earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from 
the Law [again, a further abbreviation of the Old Testament Scriptures] until all is 
accomplished. (Matthew 5:17-18) 
A. Jesus taught that the Scriptures are true, unchanging and eternal. 

1. Jesus was a friend to the Scriptures. His intention was to uphold what was written 
and not only uphold but to fulfill, to be the completion of what was written. 

2. Jesus warned against changing even the smallest stroke of a pen in the writings of 
Scripture.   
a. This collection of books is not to be changed/adapted/reinterpreted to prop up 

what we want to believe. 
b. Jesus expects His followers to take Scripture at its original meaning even if it 

offends. 
B. Jesus taught that the Scriptures ought to be believed, taught and obeyed. 

1. Jesus defines error as being in opposition to the teachings of Scripture and what they 
reveal about God. Matt. 22:29 (Answering a ridiculous riddle from the Sadducees):  … 
Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor 
the power of God.” 

2. But here’s a problem: 
a. Up to this point, even the Pharisees of old would have agreed with Jesus. 
b. Even the most legalistic, loveless preachers of today would agree with Jesus. 
c. Believing in the truth, eternality and authority of Scripture is very good.  But this 

alone is not yet a high view of Scripture. 
III.  Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments [which 

commandments? The ones Jesus is about to give in v. 21] and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:19-20) 



 

 

 
A. What were the Pharisees missing? 

1. The Pharisees affirmed the truth, eternality and authority of Scripture.   
a. And yet Jesus said that our response to Scripture must produce a righteousness 

that EXCEEDS that of the Pharisees. 
b. The Pharisees believed Scripture, taught Scripture and seemed to go to great 

lengths to “obey” Scripture, but they were still missing it by a long shot. 
2. Matt. 23:23-24: 23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 

and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 
You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

B. Scripture’s aim is not to produce a facade of obedience. Its aim is to produce a response 
of FAITH. Faith in Who? Jesus. This is the righteousness the Pharisees were missing: 

C. Jesus claims that He Himself is the culmination and fulfillment of all Scripture.  
1. 17b “… I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 
2. Here is one of the main things the Pharisees were missing: Scripture is not and never 

has been a list of commands for life. It is a NARRATIVE, the story of God that certainly 
includes some commands.   

3. Jesus read the Old Testament as a narrative in which all threads culminate in Him.   
Look what He says in John 5:37-40, speaking to the religious elite: 

IV. And the Father Who sent Me has Himself borne witness about Me. His voice you have never 
heard, His form you have never seen, and you do not have His Word abiding in you, for you 
do not believe the One Whom He has sent. You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about Me, yet you refuse to 
come to Me that you may have life. (John 5:37-40) 
A. The Pharisees and Scribes knew, upheld, taught and enforced the Scriptures and yet 

Jesus said that they were still completely lost 
1. If your study/meditation of Scripture does not lead you to know, love, obey, and have 

joy in Jesus, you have not interacted with Scripture as intended. 
2. Jesus trusted, studied, quoted, upheld and obeyed Scripture because it is the 

revelation of His Father, Himself, and the Holy Spirit.  
3. We trust, study, quote, uphold, and obey the Scriptures because we want to know 

our King. 
B. In other words, we study the Scriptures to be close to Jesus. (Seminary Prof.) 

1. If my study of Scripture produces in me a pride in knowledge or a pride in “being 
right” I have completely missed the point. 

2. Jesus claims that the Scriptures should be a catalyst which spark a righteousness that 
is greater than the religious elite of His day. (Scribes, Pharisees) 
a. How could I ever be more “righteous” than a person who weighs the herbs they 

grow in their garden to tithe? Who strain every bowl of soup before they eat it to 
keep something unclean from entering their body?  

b. By receiving a righteousness GIVEN TO ME, not “produced” by me.  



 

 

3. The Pharisees were seeking to manufacture their own man-made righteousness 
rather than coming to God emptyhanded (poor in spirit!) and receiving a 
righteousness through faith in Jesus. 
a. Man-made righteousness is only skin deep. It mimics righteousness by putting on 

an outward mask of obedience. 
b. But true righteousness, Jesus says, is that which penetrates to the core.  

V. Jesus taught that the Scriptures lead us to inner transformation, not merely behavioral 
modification. 
A. It is my view that when Jesus said, “… whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven”, He’s not referring back to the commandments given in the Old Covenant but 
He’s referring forward to what He’s about to command in verses 21-48 (or even the rest 
of the Sermon on the Mount). 
1. If not, He would just be calling people to keep obeying the laws of the Old Covenant.  

The Pharisees were pros at this! But Jesus said that our righteousness must exceed 
that of the Pharisees.   

2. No, Jesus is saying: “These commandments I’m about to give you … those who relax 
them will be least. Those who obey and teach them will be great!” 

B. v. 21:  He begins to make a series of statements that go like this: “You have heard that it 
was said (abc) but I say to you (xyz).”  Let’s look at a few: 

  1. (Matthew 5:21-22) You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the 
hell of fire. 

  2. (Matthew 5:27-28) You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.”!
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 

  3. Matthew 5:43-44 You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.”!But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father Who is in heaven. 

 C. Do you see the pattern that Jesus is setting up here? He doesn’t go through every single 
command ever given in Scripture but selects a few and sets up a pattern for how we 
should read them. 
1. Let me ask you a question. Is the bar Jesus is setting here lower or higher than what 

had been taught? Higher! 
2. Jesus is saying “It’s not enough for you to just follow some rules OUTWARDLY. The 

intent of Scripture is to produce a faith in you that changes you inwardly at the level of 
intent, will, and desire.” 

3. This can’t just be about you trying to transform what you DO. Jesus is inviting us into 
a relationship with Him in which HE transforms WHO WE ARE! 
a. And our behavior follows our changed hearts. This is so beautiful! 



 

 

b. You can live your whole life trying to please God by your works and it’ll never 
work because it is man-made. 

c. Or, you can live your whole life trusting and being close to Jesus and day by day, 
everything will change because the transformation is done by God Himself. 

D. I do not have a right view of Scripture until Scripture has the right to transform me. 
1. Later in the book of Matthew, Jesus diagnoses the dysfunctional nature of the 

Pharisees’ man-made righteousness: Matthew 15:8 (quoting Isaiah, an Old 
Testament prophet!): This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me; in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men. 

2. The problem with the Pharisees’ approach to Scripture is that it left their hearts far 
from intimacy with God.   

 a. They were “obedient” but they were not “faithful.”   
b. Like a husband or wife who does not actually cheat on their spouse and yet 

spends all their time wanting to. This may be obedience in action but not 
faithfulness of heart.  

2. A high view of Scripture, according to Jesus, is not stopping at declaring that the Bible 
is true, unalterable, and eternal. To Jesus a high view of Scripture is one that believes 
that Scripture is so true, unalterable, and eternally about Jesus, that it leads to 
intimacy and faithfulness to Him in the core of our being. 

E. In other words, we obey the Scriptures to be faithful to Jesus. 
1. Faithfulness is the land beyond obedience. 
2. Not only am I doing what God commands but it’s coming from a place of love, desire, and joy. 
3. Faithfulness may be a higher bar than mere obedience but I would disagree that it is a 

more difficult bar because it proceeds from deep joy. 
F. Closeness and faithfulness to Jesus is not a job, it is joy! 

1. Discovering God through His Word is not drudgery/“have to”, loyal as you may be, that is 
not God’s ultimate goal for you.   

2. Our Father is inviting you into a relationship with Him that is close and faithful because 
Jesus has become such a treasure to you that you “want to.” 
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 RECONNECT AFTER THE HOLIDAY BREAK! 
 

TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO CATCH UP AFTER THE HOLIDAY BREAK. 
 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

    

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until Heaven and Earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
    

Jesus’ use of “the Law and the Prophets” referred to two key sections of the Old 
Testament. During His ministry, Jesus was accused of preKching a new religion because 
His teaching often contradicted the common beliefs of His day. In this passage, Jesus 
debunked the myth that His teaching contradicted the Old Testament. His goals were to 
teach them the underlying principles behind God’s rules and to fulfill the Old Testament 
prophecies regarding the Messiah. 

 

What does it mean to fulfill something? What do you think it means in this context? 
 

If Jesus fulfilled the Law through His life, death, and resurrection, what purpose does the 
Law serve today? 

 

What is the difference between knowing God’s Law, and being close with Jesus? 
    

In v. 20, Jesus said that the Kingdom belongs to those whose righteousness outshines that 
of the scribes and Pharisees. The scribes were the keepers of Scripture (in this case the 
Old Testament), and the Pharisees were the teachers of the Law and were considered to 
be the pillars of righteousness in Jewish communities. Being more “righteous” than them 

1 
What rule did you dislike the most when you were a kid?  How do you generally respond to rules? 
Why do you think you are like that? 

1 Someone read MATTHEW 5:17-19. 

JESUS’ HIGH VIEW OF SCRIPTURE 

MATTHEW 5:17-20 
JANUARY 16, 2022  |  PASTOR TRAVIS EDGERTON 
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must have seemed improbable, but their righteousness was largely external and 
superficial. Jesus demands something deeper. 

 

What was Jesus trying to communicate when He said we must exceed the righteousness 
of the Pharisees? 
 

Think about a time in your life when you felt closest to Jesus. Why did you feel close to 
Him at that time? 
 

On Sunday, Travis talked about Jesus’ view of Scripture. How has your view of the 
Scriptures changed over time? 

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 In Matthew 15:8-9, Jesus explains the dysfunctional idea of a legalistic view of Scripture. Why 
should we strive to obey the Scriptures? 

 

2 What is the difference between obedience and faithfulness to Jesus? 
 

3 
What is one way you can read the Scriptures this week for the sole purpose of being faithful to 
Jesus and growing closer to Him? 

 

4 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life right now? 
 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: MATTHEW 5:17-28 
We are going back to this same passage next week, but we will be looking at it a bit differently. Take some 
time before Sunday to pray that God would use this message and the truth in His Word to transform the 
minds and lives of those who hear it. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
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KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MATTHEW 5:17-20 
 

5:17. Jesus warned not to assume He had come to destroy the Law or the Prophets (meaning the Old Testament Scriptures). Evidently  
some did assume He was throwing out the law. After all, Jesus persistently violated legalistic, inferred, man-made rules for keeping the 
Sabbath. He also ignored traditional washing rituals (not required in Scripture) that emphasized outward rather than inward cleansing (see 
Mark 7:1-16). 
 
Jesus solidly affirmed the authority of Old Testament Scriptures by announcing He had come to fulfill them. How? The overarching predictive 
message of the Old Testament relates to humanity’s sin and God’s promise to bless all nations through Abraham’s descendants. Jesus 
fulfilled that promise by coming as the Savior through Whom God offers the blessing of redemption to all who will receive Him. 
 
Jesus’ atoning death and resurrection also fulfilled the purpose of laws associated with animal sacrifices and the priesthood, which simply 
foreshadowed Him (so we no longer need to sacrifice animals or have human priests to mediate between God and us). Furthermore, His 
teachings did not displace the law but rather obeyed or filled it full of its intended meaning. 
 
5:18. So, is the Old Testament finished, over, done? Should we ignore it? Not according to Jesus. All Old Testament Scripture pertaining to 
Christ’s first coming has been accomplished, but the prophecies related to Christ’s return have not. The ethical and moral principles of the 
law are not only still in force but also are echoed in the New Testament. 
 
5:19. Jesus’ words instruct us to take the Old Testament teachings seriously. Those who dismiss them and encourage others to do so will 
miss blessings in this life and in the life to come—they will be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven. This Kingdom is the realm in which 
Christ is honored as Lord and King, that is, the realm of the redeemed. Those who obey and teach the law will be called great. 
 
5:20. Scribes and Pharisees were viewed as spiritual giants in Jesus’ day (v. 20). Scribes were viewed as experts at interpreting and 
applying God’s law. They knew the Old Testament teachings up, down, and sideways. Pharisees were known to take extreme measures to 
ensure they kept each of God’s commands. Jesus was not talking here about God’s imputing Christ’s righteousness to sinners who believe in 
Him (justification). No, here He meant doing right by others, saying the right words, making the right choices, doing the right things—all the 
attitudes and actions labeled right in Scriptures. 
 
Scribes and Pharisees were convinced they were righteous, and most people agreed with them. Their lives literally revolved around keeping 
religious rules, traditions, and rituals. Rabbis over centuries had been debating and defining how each biblical command was to be obeyed 
and how it could be broken. This resulted in a multitude of rules that formed a tradition they viewed as having as much authority as the 
Scriptures. Why, then, didn’t Jesus commend them for their conscientious and scrupulous efforts to obey the law? Here’s why: Their 
supposed righteousness was based on outward deeds rather than inward devotion (see Isaiah 29:13). 
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