
 

 

Series, “Close + Faithful” January 9, 2022 
Matthew 5 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Story: Luke 7:36-50 in the Message 
  1.   Two characters 
   a.   Simon the Pharisee: spiritual father, expert in the Torah and the oral tradition of 

Moses, known for deep piety for God 
   b.   Woman (no name): of the city, sinful, costly gratitude, extravagant passion 
  2.   Who was pursuing intimacy with Jesus? Notice the offense toward this woman’s adoration. 
  3. *Some see Jesus as a friend with benefits or as a connection that gets them into 

exclusive clubs, but others, like the woman, see Jesus as the very reason they can live 
and breathe. 

 B.   Our purpose 
  1.   Intimacy with God is the purpose of our lives, it’s what God created us for. 
   a.   Not simply to believe in Him or only to obey Him 
   b.   Created to know Him, love Him, and live our lives in an intimate relationship with Him 
  2.   Intimacy at the beginning 
   a.   Adam and Eve walked and talked with God and even after they sinned and hid,     

God pursued. 
   b.   2 Chronicles 15:2; Jeremiah 24:7; Zechariah 1:3; James 4:8; Hebrews 10:22 

and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin: The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be 
found by you, but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” (2 Chronicles 15:2) 
I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord, and they shall be My people and I will 
be their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart. (Jeremiah 24:7) 
Therefore say to them, “Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord 
of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 1:3) 
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. (James 4:8) 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22) 

   c.   Jesus says, “And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ who you have sent.” (John 17:3) Not just to know about or believe in. 

   d. *We are created for an intimacy equaling that of Jesus the Son and God the Father. 
II. Intimacy with Jesus (Matthew 5)  
 A.   Roadmap 
  1.   Matthew 5:1-12 = our character 
  2.   Matthew 5:13-48 = how that character looks different than we think 
  3.   Matthew 6 = how we grow to embody that character 
  4. *Over the next few months, we will be unpacking how we can go about pursuing 

intimacy with Jesus. 
 B.   Character (Matthew 5:1-12) 



 

 

  1.   The beatitudes are the most succinct and clear description of what Jesus desires from 
anyone who follows Him. 

  2.   What do we do with the beatitudes?  
   a.   Historically, as evangelicals we tend to fall on the side of ignoring them. 
   b.   When our backs are against the wall, are we characterized by the beatitudes? 

Perhaps, but to what extent? 
  3.   Our natural tendency 
   a.   We fixate on what is in our perceived best interest and give the rest a cursory glance. 
   b.   We pride ourselves as taking the Bible as inspired, inerrant, and literal but take 

serious things Jesus said and treat them as poetic.  
4. *The beatitudes are … 
 a. Words of celebration for the disciple of Jesus who has been awakened by the present  
 power of the age yet to come. 
 b. Words of invitation for the crowd, the people who come to worship out of tradition, 

curiosity, or skepticism 
 c. for some, words of transformation by the power and mercy of God. 
 d. *What are they for you?  

  5.   What Jesus said … 
   a.   Read vs 1-12 
   b.   Grouping 
    1)  Humility: poor in spirit, mourning, meekness 
    2)  Justice: hunger/thirst righteousness, merciful, pure in heart 
    3)  Peace: peacemakers, persecuted, insulted 
   c. *The beatitudes are an indictment of every culture, of every people group, and every 

government in all of human history. 
    1) At the time, Jesus indicted the religious establishment of the Jews and the Roman 

Empire with the same words. 
    2) Today, He indicts our churches and our nation with the same words. 
   d. *What Jesus makes clear is that the values in His Kingdom–the Kingdom we are 

citizens in–is not of this world and can never be until the new Heaven and Earth is 
established by His return. 

  6.  The ask: we, on Sunday morning, are not going to study the beatitudes.  
   a.   Read, study, meditate on Matthew 5:1-12 through February 18 every single day. 
   b.   You Version Bible app (Plans, search: beatitudes, about 8-10 reading plans show up) 
III. Looking ahead: Matthew 6 
 A.   Intimacy practices  
  1.   Meditation on the Word: breaks down my intellectual pride and arrogance 
  2.   Giving: breaks up the grip of the economy (money) and rebel kingdom building in my life 
  3.   Prayer: breaks down my self-dependence and assures me that I am not alone 
  4.   Fasting: crushes my entitlement and the grip my rights have on me (we don’t have rights, 

our rights have us) 
 B.   If our practices do not result in an intimacy with Jesus or a character that reflects what He 

wants, then our practices are empty and worthless.  



 

 

 C.   Communion 
  1.   Does our practice of Communion result in greater intimacy with Jesus? 
  2.   Luke 22:14-23 
   a.   Earnestly desired to eat this meal with you before I suffer 
   b.   Take this cup … coming of the Kingdom 
   c.   Broke the bread and gave thanks and gave to them … remember our relationship 
   d.   Take the cup … My covenant relationship with you 
   e.   Even in this, one betrayed me = empty, worthless practice 


