
 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful December 21, 2021 
Series, “Christmas” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 2:8-16 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Christmas 2010 
  1.   Baxter video 
  2.   The most adored in our family 
 B.   We adore what is most precious to us 
  1.   The miser adores his wealth, the intellect adores his knowledge, the patriot adores his 

freedom. 
  2.   We all have what CS Lewis calls our “overwhelming first.” 
  3.   The New Testament teaches that this spot must be reserved for Jesus Christ the Lord. 
  4. *Adoration is our privilege, but it is also our obligation. Jesus is worthy of “first.” 
II. O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 A.   Originally written by John Francis Wade as “Adeste Fiedeles” in 1743 
 B.   Development 
  1.  Translated into English by Fredrick Oakley in 1841 (a Catholic priest who later went 

on to make sunglasses) 
  2.   Over the years, the hymn has evolved largely due to language and the overall tone 

and themes of the song. 
 C.   Hymn is a little different in its focus 
  1.   Advent = Come, Lord 
  2.   Focus of this is to invite all who would be faithful to come and adore the Messiah, the 

King Who is born to save 
  3.   It’s based on the invitation to come and see given to the shepherds by the angelic 

host in Luke 2. 
III. Luke 2:8-16 
 A.   Read it 
  1.   The angelic vision announcing the birth is significant and unexpected as it is given to 

a despised group of people–shepherds. 
  2.   In doing so, God extends His favor and invitation to people who have done nothing to 

deserve it and He grants them peace. 
  3. *Peace expresses the very nature of salvation. 
 B.   Of note in the text 
  1.   Shepherds: ceremonially unclean, outcasts in Israel, generally rough group of people 
  2.   Good news: God did not send a reformer, a judge, or a soldier, but a Savior. 
  3.   Luke 2:16 
   a.   “Found after a search” 
   b.   Invited to come but had to obey and required a search 
  4. *What is the response to the Messiah, the Savior, King Jesus the Lord? Adoration. 
IV. O come let us adore Him! 
 A.   Hymn lyrics 



 

 

  1.   Come and behold Him, born the King of angels 
  2.   Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! Glory to God in the highest 
  3.   Word of the Father now in flesh appearing 
  4. *Behavior of adoration 
 B.   Do others who experience you believe that you genuinely adore Jesus? 
  1.   Do you adore Jesus? We tend to get fired up about a lot of things. Is it clear from your 

life, not just your words, that you adore Jesus? 
   a.   We are adept at doctrinal criticisms, cultural rebukes, biblical exegesis, contending 

for the faith in apologetic and ethical debates, pithy spiritual quips, moral advice, 
and quoting Christian leaders past and present but what seems less present is 
adoration of Jesus.  

   b.   Adoration of Jesus will result in drawing people to Him far more than winning any 
culture war.  

  2.   Jesus Christ is the apex of all that is precious, the center of all that is glorious and 
delightful. He is the very point of existence. He is the Son of the living God, the Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last Who was and is and is to come. O come, let us adore Him! 

  3.   Do we adore Jesus? 
   a.   When we read the Bible, we seek to understand and apply it, but when we see 

Jesus do we stagger at His beauty and approach Him with awe? 
   b.   When we see the lost acting as fools in the news, our righteousness runs through 

our fingertips to keyboards, but when we see Jesus before us does our 
righteousness crumble and do we cry out with humble worship? 

   c.   When we hear our Christian or political heroes say something smart or funny or 
challenging we echo them or promote them, but when we see Jesus do our hearts 
respond with shouts of acclamation? 

   d.   When we see someone is wrong on the internet, we feel compelled to speak up 
and stand in the gap of their ignorance and our assurance, but when we see 
Jesus, supreme, sovereign, and saving, do we feel the wonder and light of His 
glory? 

O come, let us adore Him! 
O come, let us adore Him! 
O come, let us adore Him! 
Christ the Lord! 
V. So what? 
 A.   Experience teaches us that it is almost impossible to seriously adore Jesus at Christmastime. 

We tend to be consumed with giving and getting, hustle and bustle. We can easily be 
content with singing a song as our adoration rather than doing it with our lives. 

  1. *We have much to be concerned about today. But you know what? There has always 
been much that is concerning. Think of Mary and Martha.    

  2.   But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about 
many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which 
will not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:41-42)  



 

 

3.  You know what is better than the endless pursuit of that which concerns you? It is 
most definitely taking a position and posture of adoration of Jesus, that is choosing 
the better. In choosing adoration we choose joy, hope, and peace. 

 B.   This Christmas 
  1.   Express your love and longing for Jesus with others (communion). 
  2.   Delight in Jesus Himself (not for anything He’s done but for Who He is; see Isaiah 9:6) 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

  3.   Be unselfish in your prayers. 
  4.   Adoration means extravagant passion (see Matthew 26:6-13 Simon the leper, 

woman poured out oil; Mark 14:3-9 Simon the leper; Luke 7:36-50 Pharisees house 
sinner woman; John 12:1-8 Lazarus and Mary) 

  5. *Our affection, our devotion poured out on the feet of Jesus.  
  6. *As the days grow darker may we be consumed with the person of Jesus Christ! 
   a. May our affections be stirred to the limits of their intensity. 
   b. May we respond with an unearthly delight and unspeakable joy! 
   c. O Come, let us adore Him with all of our hearts and minds and strength! 


