
 

 

Joy to the World December 5, 2021 
Series, “Christmas” 
Psalm 98 
 
I.   Introduction 
 A.   Series intro: Christmas from the perspective of songs we sing 
  1.   Campus theme 
  2.   Joy to the World; Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus; and O Come All Ye Faithful  
 B.   Joy to the World 
  1.   Isaac Watts 
   a.   History 
    1)  Southampton, England; father ran a boarding school; poet; pastor at 26; music 

and writing spread rapidly 
    2)  Elizabeth Springer; proposed to Isaac by mail; when she saw him she got back 

on the train; “He was only 5 feet tall, with a shallow face and a hooked nose, 
prominent cheekbones, small eyes and deathlike color.” He never did marry. 

   b.   Context 
    1)  Uncertainty: Bubonic plague had just decimated Southampton and most        

of England. 
    2)  Pressure: Anglican Church demanded a specific loyalty and worship. 

Nonconformist wanted freedom to worship according to the Scriptures not 
bound by Anglican systems. 

    3)  Persecution: Isaac’s father was in and out of prison for his beliefs that didn’t 
align with the Anglican Church. 

   c.   Song 
    1)  Published in 1719 as a collection called, The Psalms of David (based on Psalm 98) 
    2)  Culmination vs Incarnation: wedding song more than Christmas 
    3) Reminds us that Advent is only the beginning, looking forward to our “blessed hope” 
    4) *Christmas is about what is coming! 
II.   Psalm 98 
 A.   Jesus Christ the Savior for all people (vs 1-3) 
  1.   Joy to the World verses 2 & 3 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ  
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 

  2.   Through His actions (specifically salvation), God has displayed His   
                    righteousness and faithfulness to Israel.  
  3.   Talk through vs 1-3 



 

 

 B.   Jesus Christ the King over all the Earth (vs 4-6) 
  1.   Joy to the World verse 1 

Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let Earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing 

  2.   The psalmist exhorts Israel to sing praises to God and celebrate Him as King. 
*Praise is not complete without recognizing Jesus as the King of all Earth and of       
my life.  

  3.   Talk through vs 4-6 
 C.   Jesus Christ the Judge of all nations (vs 7-9) 
  1.   Joy to the World verse 4 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 

  2.   The psalmist describes personified creation rejoicing at God’s arrival to judge the 
Earth and the restoration of justice. 

  3.   Talk through vs 7-9 (and see Psalm 96:11-13) 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the Earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for He comes, for He comes to judge the Earth. He will judge the 
world in righteousness, and the peoples in His faithfulness. (Psalm 96:11-13) 

III. For us 
 A.   Setting 
  1.  Joy to the World was written in the midst of uncertainty, pressure, and persecution. 
  2.  Jesus was born into a world of uncertainty, pressure, and persecution. 
  3.  We live in a time of uncertainty and pressure which likely is leading to persecution. 
  4, *But we can have joy 
 B.   Joy to the World, why? 
  1.  Because Jesus has already come to be our Savior. 
  2.  Because Jesus is a good and righteous King over all the Earth. 
  3.  Because Jesus will return as Judge over all nations. 
 C.   Call to action 
  1.   Salvation 
  2.   Surrender 
  3.   Seeking  


