
 

 

Malachi 3-4 November 28, 2021 
Series, “Malachi” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Malachi-Jesus (400 years) 
  1.   Israel’s religious and political expression is found polluted and corrupt. 
  2.   After 400 years of doing it their way, God speaks through another prophet (a little 

about John/temple vs wilderness). 
  3.   Jesus’ ministry indicts the still-polluted and corrupt religious and political structure of 

Israel and call’s God’s people to repentance and into a much larger Kingdom designed 
and defined by God. 

 B.   Jesus’ prayer and the end of the age 
  1.  Jesus and the joy set before Him 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, Who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) 

   a.  Not the joy of us building a paradise before His second coming 
   b.  Yes, God wants righteous rulers but that’s not why Jesus endured the cross. 
  2.   Jesus went to the cross to purchase a people who become like Him and rule with Him. 

He did not purchase a people who will rule on their own and say thank you for 
forgiving us, but we can sort it out down here. 

  3.   John 17: here’s the evidence that God became a man, it’s going to be a people 
   a.   What’s the evidence of the Gospel? The Bible? 
   b.   The evidence the Son asked for was a people so substantially different, even in 

the midst of their weakness, that the world says, God did this (what is the world 
thinking right now?) 

  4. *A verse posted on Facebook does little to tell the world that Jesus is Who He 
claimed to be. My love and respect and humility toward you and the global body of 
Jesus followers is the evidence of the Gospel that Jesus asked us for.  

II. Malachi 3-4 
 A.   3:1-6 
  1.   Behold I send … (v 1) 
   a.  “I send” = God, Jehovah 
   b.  “Messenger” = John the Baptist 
   c.  “Lord you seek” = Jesus, Son of God 
  2.   Refining fire (vs 2-6) 
   a.   Impure, rebellious, sinful, immature, and foolish 
   b.   God and Israel in Malachi 
 

God Israel 

I have loved you How have You loved us? 



 

 

God Israel 

You’ve despised My name How have we despised Your name? 

You’ve offered polluted offerings How have we polluted You? 

You have wearied the Lord with your words How have we wearied You? 

Return to Me and I will return to you How shall we return? 

You are robbing Me How have we robbed You? 

You have spoken against Me How have we spoken against You? 

   c.   Why won’t God abandon us? 
    1)  Unchanging covenant keeper (v 6) 
    2)  “I have loved you” (1:1)  
   d. *God is a refining fire, not a wildfire, but still, there will be those who are consumed. 
 B.  3:7-12 
  1.   Money not just about money 
   a.   Where is your trust? You can know by where you invest and find your security. 
   b.   If my way of life can be completely upended by events, by people, by institutions, 

then my way of life is not surrendered to God (resurrender). 
  2.   When we keep from God, it means that we don’t trust Him and in order to obey Him, 

we have to trust Him. So, when we keep from God we set ourselves up to disobey. 
 C.  3:13-18 
  1.   Two types of people 
   a.   Doubt God is just, or decided He is not just 
   b.   Fear God and serve Him as sons and daughters 
  2.   God hears, remembers, and spares those who fear Him – treasured possessions! 
  3. *Visible distinction between righteous and wicked = obedience, or a quick turnaround 

to obedience 
 D.  4:1-3 
  1.   Confidence in Who God is or in my evaluation of what God does or doesn’t do? 
  2.   Who fears My name (v 2) 
   a.   The rising sun (Jesus; light/darkness; security/danger) 
   b.   Righteous beams (Jesus makes right) 
    1)  Between God and man (reconciliation) 
    2)  Between man and man (grace, humility, patience, and love) 
    3)  All wrongs right 
   c.   Healing wings (healing and hope at the dawn of a new day) 
   d.   Calf leaping out of the stall (freedom and joy) 
  3. *The sun of righteousness rises with healing and breaks us out of our fear with joy! 
 E.   4:4-6 
  1.   Remember the Law 
   a.  Calling to obedience 



 

 

   b.   God’s covenant, the revelation of His love and holiness 
  2.   Behold God’s victory and mercy 
   a.   God precedes the wrath of judgment with a call of mercy. 
   b.   Jesus part 1 & 2, with mercy filling the middle 
  3.   Turned hearts 
   a.   All called to turn hearts toward one another (see John 17) 
    1)  The powerful and vulnerable 
    2)  The protectors and protected 
   b.   Love one another; love your neighbor 
  4. *God turned His heart toward us in Jesus, we turn our hearts toward Him and others! 
III. So what? 
 A.   You and I are not going to outthink the Lord and we are not going to outrun the enemy. 

So, we listen to and we obey Jesus.  
 B.   Genesis 22 
  1.   Story of God calling Abraham to sacrifice Isaac (now I know …) 
  2.   Midrashim: an ancient commentary on the Hebrew Scriptures attached to the biblical 

text (not inspired, it’s like a commentary). 
  3.   When Isaac saw that his father was about to sacrifice him, he said to him that since 

he was young, he feared he might tremble when he sees the knife, “and I will grieve 
you, whereby the slaughter may be rendered unfit and this will not count as a real 
sacrifice; therefore bind me very firmly so I may not escape the altar.”  

 C.   Romans 12:1!I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

  1.   This may very well be in view when Paul writes Romans 12:1, that like Isaac, we have 
the ability to escape the altar and we must surrender and resurrender ourselves to 
trusting God in whatever circumstance.  

  2.   And like Jesus, the joy set before us is participation in the work with Christ now and 
then participation in the rule of Christ later! 

  3.   The greater the surrender to Jesus, the greater our capacity to experience joy in the 
here and now. 

 D. *Do you want joy? You and I are living in the time of mercy where God is calling us to 
participate in His work of redemption and preparing us to share in ruling His Kingdom. 


