
 

 

Malachi 1:1-5 November 14, 2021 
Series, “Malachi” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Malachi to Matthew 
  1.   400 years’ time jump between the two  
  2.   Silent years, but not inactive 
   a.   Prophetic voice was silent 
   b.   The powers: 
    1)  Persia: conquered Babylon; let many return home 
    2)  Greece: common language; Sanhedrin set up 
    3)  Independence: Maccabean rebellion (loosely self-ruled for about 100 years; 

two brothers asked Rome to step in to settle conflict) 
    4)  Rome: Roman peace (through fear) 
   c.   Systems 
    1)  Temple (ceremony) & Synagogue (traditional way of life) 
    2)  Sadducees (temple) & Pharisees (grassroots/synagogue) 
    3)  Sanhedrin (civil law) & Scribes (tradition) 
    4)  Herodians (connected to Rome) & Essenes (culture rejection) 
    5)  Publicans (Jewish sellouts) & Zealots (religiously radical/Maccabean) 
   d. *the world’s system reproduces itself and divides people in the absence of God’s voice. 
 B.   Two voices 
  1.   Malachi: last in the Old Testament & John the Baptist: first in the New Testament 
  2.  In between these two prophets, the priesthood gained political influence but, like the 

temple, was barren. 
II. Malachi 1:1-5 
 A.   God’s love (vs 1-2a) 
  1.   Before God corrects/disciplines/chastises/punishes Israel, He assures them of His love. 
   a.   “I have loved you, I do love you, I will love you.” 
   b.   God’s love is not contingent on Israel’s behavior. 
  2.  Israel is suspicious, doubting God’s love and faithfulness. 
   a.   Israel does not love God–how do we know? 
    1)  If Israel did, they would obey. 
    2)  While God’s love is not contingent on our obedience, our obedience is an 

indication of our love for God. 
 B.   Israel’s Issues (vs 2b-5) 
  1.   How have you loved us? 
   a.   “If You loved me, why are things the way they are?” 
   b.   Israel and Edom (Jacob and Esau) 
    1)  Malachi 1:3 & Jeremiah 9:11 

I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a lair of jackals, and I will make the cities 
of Judah a desolation, without inhabitant. (Jeremiah 9:11) 



 

 

but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to 
jackals of the desert. (Malachi 1:3) 

    2)  Jeremiah almost 200 years before this–Edom assisted Babylon (informants & 
blocked escape routes) and gloated about Israel’s fall in 587BC. 

    3)  Eventually, around 400 BC, Edom falls and permanently loses its national 
identity never to be restored. 

    4) *At this time Israel only saw its own discipline, not that of Edom, and they 
concluded that God did not love them nor was He faithful to them. They felt 
mistreated by God.  

  2.   God’s response: I have loved Jacob and hated Esau. 
   a.   God’s election of Israel: choosing/adoption of a people not based on their 

uniqueness but on God’s mercy and grace. Israel was in no way superior to Edom. 
    -Spurgeon: “I can’t understand how God hated Esau? That is not my difficulty. My 

trouble is to understand how God could love Jacob.” 
   b.   Two nations: both sinned, both punished, but Israel, by God’s free mercy, was forgiven 

and restored while Edom was not and left to the consequences of its own sin. 
   c. *God chose Israel to carry the covenantal promise over all others and ultimately 

for all others. Great is the Lord beyond the borders of Israel! 
III. Our Evaluation 
 A.   God leads history very differently than we would imagine. 
  1.   We assume we know what’s best. 
  2.   Habakkuk & success of Israel 
  3. *Habakkuk 2:4 - The righteous shall live by faith, not by what they think is best. 
 B.   Do you have your confidence in Who God is or in your evaluation of what He is doing? 
  1.   The fundamental human issue, the fundamental human sin, is that I believe I can 

evaluate God. 
   a.   Garden temptation: evaluate what God said, good or bad? 
   b.   Who gets to evaluate that? I do.  
  2.   Everything we do is born from an evaluation–all sins come down to this. 
   a.   God says don’t murder, covet, or bear false testimony. 
   b.   God says sexual intimacy within the context of a married man and woman … or 

how about love your neighbor as yourself and bless those who treat you 
wrongly… or be a corporate people that when seen together the world says, 
“Yeah, I believe God did descend from Heaven because of what I see in them and 
I want to be part of that people.” 

  3.   We may agree with God’s morality or ethic, but we agree because it makes sense to 
us. When it doesn’t, we give God a bad evaluation and go ahead with our 
adjustments.  

   a.   We do what God tells us not to do by using the world’s system of metrics and 
then we blame God for not blessing the thing He told us not to do.  

   b.   This is exactly what led Israel into the 400 silent years. They kept thinking and 
acting this way. “God, this is bad or wrong” and “God you’re not moving in a way 
that makes sense to me. Change it or I’ll have to.” 



 

 

   c. *Are you willing to deny your own thinking and your own perception to believe 
what God has said, or will you deny God and instead put confidence in what you 
see, think, and feel? The Word of God shatters our human paradigms and 
perspectives. If it doesn’t extend beyond my human, mental capacity, then it is not 
the Word of God.  

  4.   God has loved us, God does love us, and God will love us.  
   a.  Our love is evidenced toward Him in our willing obedience to Him, not our 

evaluation of Him. 
   b.   What if I began to order my life as if the Bible were true? But instead, we love our 

freedom and our options so much that it has cost us the pleasure and joy of 
knowing God.  

  5.   Jesus is coming for His bride. 
   a.   Are we really ready? Or are we stuck on ourselves and our kingdoms? God is not 

looking for a “new” message, He is inviting you and I to become the message He 
has already given. 

   b.   Fasting 
    1)  We need repentance. Repentance is when you agree with God as to what 

He’s doing. When you repent you agree to the most disruptive thing to what 
you are doing. “God I agree, do it then, purify me and Your Church.” 

    2)  We want to invite you, our local family, to fast together this coming Saturday. 
We ask that you consider fasting and using that time to pray for a longing for 
God over all other things. That we would be hungry to see His Kingdom come 
and His will be done. Make time to sit in a posture of prayer with the Bible and 
allow God to speak to you though His Word. 

    3)  We have resources available, some articles if you are unfamiliar with fasting 
and some podcasts that might be helpful to introduce you to fasting. 
(cpmodesto.org/fasting) Prayerfully and wisely consider this corporate 
petitioning of God.  

   c.   Reflection: Prepare the Way 
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THIS IS THE FINAL SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR THE FALL SEMESTER. 
PLEASE SEE THE “SPRING START FOR HOME GROUPS” SECTION BELOW FOR MORE DETAILS 

 

 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

    

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
1 The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord.  

 

Malachi is filled with indictments against Israel for their disobedience, arrogance, and other 
failures against God. We may find it strange, then, that the opening declaration from God 
is “I have loved you” (v. 2). However, that’s exactly what God wanted Israel to know: He 
loved them. Any disciplinary actions that had taken place or would follow were rooted in 
God’s love for His people, not His desire to inflict pain on them. He loved them and 
showed His grace in the midst of difficulty. 

 

The word “oracle” literally means “heavy burden.” Has God’s Word ever felt like a heavy 
burden to you? Why might God’s Word feel that way to Malachi at the time he wrote 
these words? 
 

What life situations might lead someone to the conclusion that God doesn’t love him/her? 
 

When God says “I have loved you,” this means that God is saying, “I have set my choice on 
you.” This choice had nothing to do with the number of people (Deut. 7:7-8), their 
character, or their works. God’s love is free and He chose to set His love on the Israelites 
despite the fact that they did not deserve it. God’s love is relentless and merciful. God’s 
love is not based on our worthiness - this is what makes it so profound. 

 

On Sunday, Matt said, “Israel did not love God - how do we know? If Israel did love Him, 
they would obey Him.” How is your obedience to God a clear sign of your love for Him? 
 

1 What is your most memorable worship experience? Why was it so special? 

1 Someone read Malachi 1:1-2a for the group. 
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But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 
3 but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” 4 If Edom 
says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear 
down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the Lord is angry 
forever.’” 5 Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!” 
 

God referred to the nation’s history as further evidence of His love for them (vs. 3-4). 
While God had disciplined Israel, He hadn’t destroyed them. Furthermore, He allowed 
them to return to their homeland from exile. But Edom, Esau’s people, had been driven 
from its land, never to return (v. 3). Even if Edom attempted to restore itself, God wouldn’t 
permit it (v. 4). 

 

Read Genesis 25:19-26. Who were Jacob and Esau? What do we know about their 
relationship? 
 

Based on what you know about Jacob, do you think Jacob is deserving of God’s covenant 
love? 
 

What does it mean to be chosen by God? Why is this significant in affirming His love for 
you? 

 

God’s mercy and grace are only rightly seen and experienced against the backdrop of His 
righteous fury against sin. This is what makes the cross such a profound act of love: God, 
in Christ, chose to take upon Himself the wrath we deserve for sin. We can be certain of 
God’s love for us because of the cross. God brought us to Himself through the cross. We 
were unworthy sinners, but God demonstrated His love in that Christ died for us (Rom. 
5:8). If we ever wonder whether God is for us or against us, we have only to remember 
that “He did not even spare His own Son but offered Him up for us all” (8:31-32). 

 

It is easy to ask God the question "Where were you?” or “Where was God when I was 
facing pain and hardship?" Based on this passage and what you know to be true about 
God, what would be God’s answer to these questions?   

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

On Sunday, Pastor Matt talked about being intentional about fasting and using that time to reflect on 
what it means that Jesus is coming and if we are truly ready for His return by asking ourselves “Are 
we really ready for Jesus’ return, or are we stuck on ourselves and our own kingdoms?” 

 

1 Have you ever fasted before? Why did you fast and what impact did it have on your relationship 
with Jesus?  

 

Look at the resources on fasting that we made available at CPMODESTO.ORG/FASTING and take 
time this week to fast and reflect on your readiness for Jesus’ return. 

 

2 If what we talked about on Sunday and in our group tonight is all true, what is ONE THING you 
believe God is calling you to change in your life in order for you to be walking in obedience to Him? 

 

2 Someone read Malachi 1:2b-5 for the group. 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 
 SPRING START FOR HOME GROUPS: WEEK OF JANUARY 16, 2022 
Thank you for the commitment to your own growth and each other’s growth in your home group this fall! 
Remember, the breaks between fall and spring semesters are meant to be a break from curriculum, not 
from community. Plan one or two times for your group to stay connected (meal, serve together) during the 
holiday break. Also, make a plan for your group and decide what week you’ll start back up for the spring 
semester.  
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pr 
KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
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Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MALACHI 1:1-5 
 

The name Malachi meant “my messenger” to his contemporaries. Malachi was God’s messenger. He called his message an oracle or 
“burden.” It was an urgent word of the Lord to Israel—the Lord’s covenant people. Although Malachi’s audience numbered no more than 
100,000 to 150,000 people living in the small area around Jerusalem known as Judah, the prophet addressed them as the heirs of the 
promises and obligations God gave to all Israel. Malachi’s oracle began on the note of God’s covenant love: “I have loved you.” The people of 
Israel needed to hear of God’s love. They had a deep question about it: “How have You loved us?” Malachi’s hearers probably believed they 
had good reasons to question. They lived under a Persian-appointed governor long after returning from the Babylonian captivity (Mal. 1:8). 
Their nation’s territory was a mere 600-900 square-mile plot of land, 50-75 percent the size of Rhode Island. Within this little area they 
suffered crop failure (3:9-11). They probably thought, “Love? Where’s the love?” 
 

Malachi’s method was to use a “question-answer” format. Repeatedly through the book of Malachi, the Lord made a charge against His 
people, they raised a question, and the Lord responded with a rebuke that exposed their unfaithfulness (for example Mal. 1:2,6,7). In other 
words, Malachi used a “dialectical method.” He presented a dialogue between the Lord and His people. The Lord’s answer to this first 
question from Israel confirmed that they should not doubt His love. The Lord said through Malachi, “I have loved Jacob.” Both Jacob and Esau 
were sons of Isaac and Rebekah. Each parent had a favorite son. Jacob’s rise to preeminence was punctuated by his craftiness and Esau’s 
carelessness (Gen. 25:19–27:46). Neither of the parents nor Jacob nor Esau came out of the drama pure and clean. Malachi’s message was 
not, however, about which son deserved preference. It was about a divine choice. The Lord chose Jacob to receive His blessing and favor 
(28:10-15). He chose Jacob, not Esau, as the one from whom His people Israel would descend. 
 

Esau received a blessing of his own (27:40b) and his household prospered (33:8-9). Jacob and Esau reconciled and apparently lived in peace 
during their remaining lifetimes. The nations that descended from Jacob and Esau, however, lived at enmity through the generations. These 
nations were Edom from Esau and Israel from Jacob. The strife between the nations goes back at least to Amalek (Gen. 36:10-12; Ex. 17:8-
16) and boiled over periodically afterward. When the Babylonians invaded Judah, the neighboring Edomites cheered. As Jerusalem fell, the 
Edomites hatefully shouted, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, down to its foundations” (Ps. 137:7). All of Malachi’s hearers would have agreed: Edom 
deserved the judgment of the Lord of Hosts. Implicit in the Lord’s distinction between Edom whom He would judge and Israel whom He 
continued to love and favor was that renewal lay ahead for Israel. God’s love would not fail. But before a further word of comfort, sharp 
rebuke was in order and forthcoming. 
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