
 

 

James 5:19-20 October 24, 2021 
Series, “Living the Kingdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Almost done 
  1.   What it looks like to be faithful to Jesus both in belief and in action 
  2.   How we live will deeply impact our intimacy with Jesus. 
 B.   Not quite finished 
  1.   Next week 
  2.   Ask for response 
II. Wandering 
 A.   Some will wander from the truth (Jesus, the Gospel, transformation)  
  *We are often surprised when one wanders. We shouldn’t be. Wandering happens to all of us.  
  1.  Remember: not all who claim to be followers of Jesus actually are. 
   a.  People who claim to follow but do not 
   b.  People who do follow but have wandered 
  2.  What does wandering look like? 
   a.   Intentional: flagrant sin exhibited in belief or behavior 
   b.   Unintentional 
    1)  Forgotten what it means to love God with all of me 
    2)  Forgotten how to love neighbor as self 
    3)  Lost touch with how to forgive 
    4)  No longer recognize the Holy Spirit’s presence 
    5)  No urgency for the lost 
    6) *Wandering from the truth is both easily identified and often hidden. 

Sometimes we don’t even know we are off track. 
 B.   All are called to pursue the wandering 
  1.   Our mission: to make disciples; Jesus’ primary way of evaluating His Church is 

whether or not we are making disciples. 
   a.   Discipleship is active for both the one discipling and the one being discipled. 
   b.   It is easy to dismiss those who wander without attempting to pursue. 
  2.   James’ message: we personally pursue a closer relationship with Jesus, and we bring 

others closer to Jesus along the way. 
  3.   Process of “bringing back” (restoration): we are not left to our own preferred approach 

of pursuit  
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:1-2) 

   a.   Identify sin (intentional or unintentional) 
   b.   Confirm spiritual maturity  
   c.   Disposition of gentleness and humility 
   d.   Awareness of risk 
   e.   Immersed in love 



 

 

f. *Does this look like how we treat the wanderer? Often, we use worldly tactics to 
identify and confront those who wander from the truth of God and in doing so, we 
become wanderers ourselves. 

  4.   The hope of pursuit 
   a.   Save soul from death 
    1)  Remember that there are those who really do have a relationship with Jesus 

and those who only claim to have one in the church. 
    2)  Death 
     a)  a destructive, harmful, and painful life 
     b)  spiritual death, eternal separation from God 
    3) *Either way, there is an element of salvation 
   b.   Cover a multitude of sins 
    1)  Proverbs 10:12 -remember the posture of restoration 
! ! ! ! ! Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses. 
    2)  God is always eager and willing to forgive sins when repentance is shown.  

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 
sins. (1 Peter 4:8) 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
(Psalm 32:1) 

c. *When we pursue the wandering, we get to participate in God’s process of 
forgiveness. 

III. Conclusion 
 A.   What matters?  
  1.   An individual, one bearing the image of God, is more important than a cause or         

an ideology 
  2.   The person who has surrendered their life to Jesus has to walk in that tension of 

sacrificial love–denying self and carrying a cross. 
3. *It is not implicitly wrong to pursue a cause or to subscribe to an ideology, but we 

must be certain that in doing so, we do not lose sight of the mission–that we, through 
the power of the Spirit, pursue people’s salvation and transformation. 

 B.  Reflection 
  1.   Are you wandering? Intentionally or unintentionally? 
  2.   Do you know someone who is wandering? Are you pursuing with the world’s 

methods or with God’s? 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

    

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him  
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover  
a multitude of sins. 
    

In your own words, what was James saying at the conclusion of his letter? 
 
Why is this a fitting end to James’ teaching on faith and works? 
 

Progress, not perfection. The journey of sanctification and spiritual maturity is a lifelong 
process of growth. Along that journey, you’ll experience mistakes, failures, frustrations, 
and imperfections. We start lost, and we’re prone to wander. 
 

In the context of the book of James, wandering refers to any intentional or unintentional 
departure from the truth of the Gospel in word or deed. The type of behavior James 
addressed happens without our noticing. This is why we need our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. James called them to bring us back the way a shepherd brings a sheep back into 
the fold. 

  

Have you ever pursued a person who was wandering from Jesus? What was that process 
like? How did he or she respond? 
 

Matt shared five things that Paul warns us of as we pursue others who have wandered or 
are lost in Galatians 6:1-2: 1) Be able to identify sin, 2) Confirm spiritual maturity, 3) Be 
gentle and humble in posture, 4) Be aware of the risk, and 5) Be immersed in love  

  

1 Are you more likely to embrace confrontation or avoid it? What makes you respond this way? 

1 Someone read James 5:19-20 for the group. 
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Have someone read Galatians 6:1-2. How might we be using worldly tactics instead of 
what Paul says in Gal. 6:1-2? What is an example of a gentle and humble posture towards 
a wanderer? 

    

Why did God give the church the unique responsibility to pursue people who wander  
from Jesus? 
 

Wandering from Jesus means we’re pursuing something or someone else in the sole place 
that Jesus belongs in our lives. This is a matter of life and death. This is why Jesus outlined 
a process to reconcile wanderers from the truth in Matthew 18. While the process is often 
known as church discipline, the goal isn’t punishment, but reconciliation. We pursue 
wanderers, hoping they’ll return to the truth and enter back into right relationship with 
God and the community of the church. Because God has reconciled us to Himself at the 
cross, we help others find the same reconciliation we’ve found. 

 

  How do the actions of pursuing and restoring those who wander echo the heart of God? 
 

God is a God of pursuit. In the garden, He looked for Adam and Eve after they sinned; He 
called out to them as they tried to hide in shame (see Gen. 3:8-9). When sin infected the 
whole world, God came in the flesh - Immanuel, God with us (see Matt. 1:23). And in the 
end, He will come again to restore all things and to bring about the consummation of His 
redemptive plan. 

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
In what ways are you wandering intentionally or unintentionally from Jesus? In what ways are 
others you know wandering from Jesus? 

 

2 
How did God restore you, if you have wandered from Jesus? How does He continue to do so 
today? How might He use you to pursue others who are wandering? 

 

3 What kind of person is easily dismissed as being too far gone to be pursued, in your opinion?  
Why might that be? 

 
4 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life right now? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: JAMES 1:2-27 
We are going back to the beginning of James to wrap up the series together. Take some time before Sunday 
to pray that God would use this message and the truth in His Word to transform the minds and lives of 
those who hear it. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the discussion your home group 
will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pr 
KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

JAMES 5:19-20 
 

5:19. This verse focuses on the spiritually sick and outlines how to reclaim and restore them. To wander from the truth describes someone 
who has made a serious error, either in doctrine or in Christian living. “To bring him back” describes someone who returned to Christ after 
having left. The text here (vv. 19-20) discusses professing believers. The reference to “one of you” suggests that those involved claimed to 
be Christians. The fact that the professing believer wandered away indicated a serious spiritual lapse. The act of bringing someone back is 
not a reference to conversion in the normal Christian sense. It is a description of reclaiming a professing Christian who has wandered into 
sin. God’s grace has brought the wanderer home, and the backsliding is over. Those who claim to know Christ but live in persistent 
disobedience show that their claim to know Christ is empty and wrong. They demonstrate that they were never believers at any time. 
Genuine believers will never lose their salvation. Some who are true believers may wander into sin. The Bible commends us when we exert 
our best efforts to bring wandering believers back to full commitment. 
 
5:20. Those who work to return straying believers receive two promises. First, the wanderer is saved from death. The repentant wanderer 
avoided spiritual ruin. Sin destroys, and if people persist in following sin, they will experience eternal separation from God, that is, eternal 
death (see the clear statement in Jas. 1:13-15). Reclaiming such a person is worth the effort. Some interpreters understand “death” to refer 
to physical death. They see this type of death as a punishment for sin. The text seems to go farther than this and speak of eternal death, 
permanent separation from God. Some who wander away from the truth were never under its power. They professed faith in Christ, but 
they never experienced the power of the Gospel in their lives. Their return is a real conversion to Christ. Although they previously professed 
to know Christ, they were deceived. Others who wander are real Christians who have been enticed by Satan. Their return to Christ helps 
them to avoid the ruin and destruction of a life of disobedience. They enjoy God’s blessing in their soul. Since James has described the 
person who wanders as “one of you”, he has pictured him as a professing Christian who has wandered from the truth. When the professing 
Christian returns to commitment to Christ, he avoids the spiritual ruin that would otherwise fall upon him.  
 
Second, the wanderer is forgiven a multitude of sins. These are the sins of the person who returns. There is no thought here suggesting a 
way of atonement besides believing in Christ. People who successfully encourage straying believers back to commitment to Christ obey God 
and lead the sinner to forgiveness. Such encouragers do not atone for their own sins by their actions. The text does not describe how a 
Christian should go about the work of restoring a wanderer. Certainly, we would expect the starting point to be prayer for the repentance of 
wanderers and a ministry of love in supporting and encouraging them (John 13:34-35). 
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