
 

 

Because Jesus is Coming October 3, 2021 
Series, “Living the Kingdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
James 5:7-11 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Ready or not? 
  1.   Wedding story 
  2.   Matthew 25: wise and foolish virgins 
 B.   Ready for Jesus 
  1.   Waiting and anticipating the return of Christ (every generation has expectation) 
  2.   Bible is clear about our activity between the ascension and return. 
   a.   But we, like the virgins, have a really hard time waiting and following instructions. 
   b.   So, we improvise 
 C. *We are living in the last days.  
  1. When? Don’t know, may not even see it, but the last days have been here since Jesus 

ascended to the throne. 
  2. I’ve been asked, “why so heavy/convicting/pointed?” 
   a. Because I don’t know that we are really ready for the return of Christ 
   b. We have adapted our lives into the world. We don’t see like Jesus. We don’t call 

the World the World anymore. We call it the arts and entertainment, or politics, or 
economics, or systemic injustice. We don’t call it what Jesus calls it–the world. 

   c. And our adaptation has hindered our execution of the mission, the perception of 
the window, and the how of the path. 

  3. God has in recent days placed a burden on me to pursue and promote readiness for 
the return of Christ thought radical love and obedience while dismantling the 
alliances, securities, and preferences in my own life and in the lives of those who will 
listen. My commitment to you is to be ready and help you be ready you for what is to 
come, what God asks you to walk through while glorifying Jesus in these last days. 

*James speaks directly to this: 
II. Because Jesus is coming 
 A.   Jesus coming requires me to be patient (vs 7-8) 
  1.   Switch from “you who” to “brothers” 
  2.   Why patience? 
   a.   Audience has experienced trials, dead and living faith, discrimination, their own 

speech, and speech against them, giving up their will for God’s will, oppressed by 
the greedy and challenged to not oppress others. 

   b.   It is going to take patience to live their lives for Jesus. 
  3.   What is this patience? 
   a.   Kind of patience James is describing is a resignation in the face of suffering along 

with a confident expectation of a day when Jesus will return and make all things 
right. And then, in the negative, implicitly forbidding readers from taking 
vengeance on their oppressors. 

   b.   Like a farmer 



 

 

    1)  Prepares the field, sows the seed, and waits for the crop (especially back then, 
the farmer could do little to affect the outcome but be patient) 

    2)  Early and later rains 
And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, to 
love the Lord your God, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your 
soul, He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later 
rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. 
(Deuteronomy 11:13-14) 

      a) Farmers were dependent on the late autumn and early spring rains. 
      b) Every reference to “early and later rains” in the Old Testament occurs 

in the context affirming the faithfulness of God. 
   c. Romans 8:18-25 (particularly 18 and 25)   
! ! ! ! 1) I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18) 
    2) But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
     (Romans 8:25) 
   d. *God will be faithful to keep His promises, there is nothing I can do to hurry or 

slow His plan. My job is to be patient.  
  4.   Active patience 
   a.   Establish our hearts = faithfulness 
    1)  Parable of the talents - fruitful vs faithful 
    2)  The way you grow in faith is by being faithful, not by reading books about 

faith of making comments about faith. You do what God says. 
   b.   Our faith is lived out in the practice of patience along with obedience to Jesus and 

God’s Word (1 Thessalonians 3:11-13) 
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, as we do for you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 
(1 Thessalonians 3:11-13) 

*Ok, so what might that look like? 
 B.   Jesus’ coming demands me to be humble. (v 9) 
  1.   I am not ready for the Lord’s return if I am grumbling (speaking against, complaining) 

about others in the kingdom of God. 
   a.   Sinful speech addressed in 1:27, 3:1-12, and 4:11-12. 
   b.   Grumbling or complaining or criticizing is understandable–especially for the 

readers and for us. 
    1)  Occurs more frequently when we are under pressure and facing difficult 

circumstances (we have seen an uptick in complaints and criticism). 
    2)  Poverty, persecution, fear, loss can all aim our frustration toward each other. 
    3) *But these explanations are not excuses to participate in sin. 
  2.   Do not complain about another brother or sister in Christ. Period. 
   a.   If you have an issue, the Bible explicitly directs our behavior. 



 

 

   b.   If a person is perceived to be in error or sin, go to them first in private. (Matthew 18) 
  3. *Love can"t be separated from humility. In fact, you can"t love someone without 

humility.  
   a. Humility looks at another and sees the good in them and forgets about the good 

in me, so I no longer think about me because I am looking at the good of another. 
That"s the end goal.  

   b. The challenge is when another does something that displeases me and then I 
focus on my good over theirs, anything good about them is hidden from me. I 
begin to move away from humility at that point, not to mention love. That"s where 
grumbling begins.  

   c.   Insecurity (false story I believe about me) vs Narrative (false story I make for 
someone else) 

  4 Danger: critical speech places me in danger of judgment (Christ as Judge) 
   a.   The return of Christ is a time of judgment for the wicked … 
   b.    … but also includes a serous assessment of the believer’s spiritual state and behavior. 
 C.   Jesus’ coming empowers me to endure (vs 10-11) 
  1.   The prophets 
   a.  Difficult message to difficult people under difficult circumstances. (Jeremiah 

possibly in view as he suffered at the hands of the wicked kings and his own 
people as he faithfully delivered God’s message.) 

   b.   Doing God’s will often leads to suffering, not often to power and approval. 
    1)  Bear up under the suffering.  
    2)  Maintain spiritual integrity. 
    3)  Wait patiently for the Lord to transform the situation. 
   c.   The prophets waited patiently but also, with character surrendered to the Spirit of 

God, spoke out about injustice and evil. 
  2.   Blessing that endurance achieves 
   a.   Matthew 5:11-12; James 1:12 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on My account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in Heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
(Matthew 5:11-12) 
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 
Him. (James 1:12) 

   b.  Job struggled, questioned, even defied, but the flame of faith was never 
extinguished in his heart. 

   c.   Our present sufferings are not the end of the story and God will transform my 
situation for good when Christ is revealed in glory. 

   d. *We are in the hands of a good God! 
III. Now what? 
 A.   Patience and endurance 
  1.   Often in Scripture, there is a distinction between patience and endurance. 



 

 

  2.   Patience is the long-suffering attitude toward other people (1 Corinthians 13, 
Ephesians 4, 1 Thessalonians 5) whereas endurance is the strong, determined 
fortitude with which we need to face difficult circumstances (Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 
1, 2 Thessalonians 1) 

  3.   Patience with people while we endure difficulties  
4. *I find that it is easier to endure people than truly have patience with them. There 

might be a humility connection here. 
 B.   Next steps: we can do this! 
  1.   Let the coming of Jesus motivate you to become complete! 
  2.   Three challenges: 
   a.   Ask: Does my life reflect that I trust Jesus is coming back? If so, patience will be 

part of your character. 
   b.   Do: Undo a recent complaint, a big one that matters to you. This will require humility. 
   c.   Clarify: What is your plan for endurance? Suggestion: pursuing intimacy with 

Jesus and faithfulness.  
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

   

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
    

In what ways do these verses express a foundational truth for our Christian faith? 
 

Think about the context of those James was writing to. Why was patience likely required 
for those James was writing this to? Why does patience need to be a daily value for us in 
our culture as we live our lives for Jesus? 
 

James was writing to Christians who were likely externally oppressed and internally 
conflicted. They had experienced dead and living faith, discrimination, and oppression – 
both against them and pain they inflicted on others. Currently, we all face some degree of 
struggle. Whether it’s persecution, pain we inflict on others through our actions and 
words, or extreme suffering - we all struggle. 

 

 
Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing  
at the door. 

 

How can we as the church greatly help or hurt one another while enduring hardship? 
 

1 Where do you turn for comfort in times of suffering? 

2 How does following Christ change the way a person responds in the midst of hardship? 

1 Someone read James 5:7-8 for the group. 

2 Someone read James 5:9 for the group. 

BECAUSE JESUS IS COMING 

JAMES 5:7-11 
OCTOBER 3, 2021 | PASTOR MATT WHITEFORD 
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On Sunday, Matt said that love can’t be separated from humility - we can’t love someone 
without humility. Humility looks at others and sees the good in them and forgets about the 
good in us. We no longer think about ourselves because we are looking at the good of 
others. That’s the end goal. The challenge is when someone does something that 
displeases us and then we focus on our good over theirs, anything good about them is 
hidden from us. We begin to move away from humility at that point. Not to mention love… 
and that’s where grumbling begins.  

 

Have a conversation about James’ statement in v. 9 and Matt’s words from what he shared 
on Sunday. How has critical speech towards other Christians (spoken to them, spoken 
about them to others, or just in your thoughts) impacted your relationship w/ them?  

 

 
10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of 
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 

What is required of us to wait on the Lord with patience? 
 

What does God do in us as we live with patience toward others, and also with God, in 
difficult circumstances? 

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 What impact should the certain return of Jesus have on the way you view the difficulties you 
experience? When you are in the middle of suffering, why is patience so hard to come by? 

 

2 How can you encourage someone else who is facing hardship by exhibiting patience and 
compassion toward him or her? How does this display the character of Christ? 

 

3 
If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in how you are patient 
and show love to others you experience difficulty with? How can we pray for you to see that 
change happen in the coming week? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 
 

 NEXT WEEK: JAMES 5:12 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use this message and the truth in His Word to 
transform the minds and lives of those who hear it. Pray that God would move you and others in our church 
to live out what is revealed in His Word. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

3 Someone read James 5:10-11 for the group. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

JAMES 5:7-11 
 

5:7-8. James wrote these words to Christian readers, addressing them as brothers. His readers in these verses were the victims of 
mistreatment by the wealthy mentioned in 5:1-6. James presented an incentive to show stamina, a hindrance to stamina, and two positive 
examples of stamina. 
   

Trials and afflictions often produce grumbling or complaints. James prohibited this response when he urged his readers to be patient. “Be 
patient” demands an attitude which shows long-suffering in the presence of affliction and injustice. Believers should show this stamina 
without complaining, giving up, or retaliating. They should be ready to endure affliction without complaint and to remain committed in their 
obedience to God. 
         

Persecuted believers can develop stamina by looking to the coming of the Lord. At that time Jesus will bring judgment on the disobedient 
(see 2 Thess. 1:6-10). Instead of taking vengeance into our own hands, Christians are to trust God to perform justice and to bring 
punishment on those who may cause hardship for them (see Rom. 12:19). Such forward-looking waiting requires patience. 
 
The hard-working farmer shows us an example of patience. The farmer can prepare the soil, plant the seed, and keep the field weeded. 
However, he must expect God to supply the conditions of rain and sunshine which encourage growth. For this he needs patience. 
 

The autumn rains usually appeared in October and softened the ground for planting. The spring rains usually came in April or May and 
matured the crops for harvest. The fact that the farmer had to wait for these rains showed his stamina or patience. The farmer had learned 
to trust in the reliability of God to supply the needs for his crops. James called his readers to the same demonstration of trust as they faced 
persecution. 
 

Verse 8 urges us to show patience and courage because of the nearness of Jesus’ return. We should show a firm purpose and depend 
constantly on God’s grace. We can find the strength to stand firm because the return of the Lord will bring salvation, eternal life, and 
spiritual health. 
 

The blessed hope of the Christian is the personal, bodily return of Jesus Christ (see Titus 2:12-13). We must not allow events to dull our 
hope in Jesus’ return. We must not reduce our hope for Jesus’ return to something like the transformation of society by Christian values. 
Jesus will come personally! 
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The hope of Jesus’ return gave the early Christians hope as they faced hardship (Heb. 9:28). We must look at time from the viewpoint of the 
God for Whom a thousand years is only a day (2 Pet. 3:8; 2 Cor. 4:16-18). Though centuries have passed since Jesus promised to return, we 
serve a God for Whom the length of time does not imply a failed promise. Our hope of Christ’s return is an encouragement for us to obey 
Him. 
 

J. Hudson Taylor founded the China Inland Mission in the 1860s. He believed fervently in the impending return of Christ. His belief 
influenced him to make the evangelism of unreached areas of China his primary aim. His beliefs about Christ’s return gave him direction and 
urgency in the establishment of the mission. 
 

Our belief in the return of Christ can provide us courage to face difficulty. It can give us stamina to endure persecution. It can deepen our 
hope that God will provide us reward and recognition to vindicate our actions. 
 

5:9. This verse points out that a complaining attitude hinders us from developing patience and long-suffering. “Grumbling” involves the 
development of criticism and faultfinding against one another. Hardship may have driven some believers to despondency. They may have 
blamed their troubles on one another. Some may have questioned the devotion of other Christians or faulted the way others had treated 
them. God will judge and punish “grumblers.” Such a loveless attitude is a direct contradiction of the true spirit of Christianity. 
 

Who can hold on to such attitudes when the Judge is standing at the door! How inappropriate it is for Christians to be fighting when the 
return of Jesus is a certain event. Jesus will bring with Him a complete knowledge of our feelings, thoughts, and reactions. We should be 
living in readiness for His coming. Instead, too often we behave like a group of students fighting in a school classroom while the absent 
teacher walks rapidly toward the room. Jesus is coming! How are you living? 
 

5:10-11. The Old Testament prophets and Job also exemplified patience in suffering. The prophets suffered because they spoke in the name 
of God. In suffering, they demonstrated incredible capacity for devotion without complaint. 
 

“Patience” is related to the word for patient in verses 7-8 and refers to an attitude of long-suffering which does not complain or find fault 
under trial. In Jeremiah 38, King Zedekiah wrongly imprisoned the prophet Jeremiah in a muddy dungeon and left him to die. Jeremiah voiced 
no complaint toward God or his captors. When Zedekiah summoned him and asked for his advice in a matter, Jeremiah told him, “Obey the 
Lord by doing what I tell you. Then it will go well with you, and your life will be spared” (Jer. 38:20). Jeremiah spoke in the name of the Lord 
and showed obedience despite intense suffering. He showed long-suffering in that he neither complained nor found fault with God’s 
treatment. We are to imitate behavior like that. 
 

Job’s consistent obedience under trial was legendary among the Jews. He endured abject misery and exhibited great perseverance. 
Christians considered those who endured like Job as happy. This viewpoint amounted to a reversal of the world’s evaluation of such 
sufferers, for the world would pity such people. 
 

The God who tested Job in the furnace of hardship finally brought him to an experience of compassion and mercy. Through enduring trials, 
Job received a more complete insight into the divine purpose, and he was able to show deeper repentance (see Job 42:5-6). 
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