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Life’s trials produce endurance and make us whole (vs 2-4). 
 
Instead of looking at my circumstance, identify the characteristic of Jesus it’s developing 
in me. 
 
God gives wisdom to those who ask in faith (vs 5-8). 
 
Where in my life do I think my gut is better than God’s wisdom? 
 
Human relevance only lasts in a Kingdom setting (vs 9-11). 
 
Do all my decisions begin at the Holy Spirit? 
 
Transformation becomes possible when we begin to see ourselves accurately (vs 12-
18). 
 
Identify Jesus in others first and then see how present He is in me. 
 
God favors those who progress in listening and obedience (vs 19-27). 
 
Thank God and pray specifically for people who threaten my security or who make me 
feel insecure. 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

    

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven 
and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 

How do you define “wisdom” (v. 5)? How is it related to enduring trials? 
 

Where in your life do you think your gut response is better than God’s wisdom? 
 

 
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass 
he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its 
beauty perishes. So also, will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 
    

Why is it difficult to see others boast in their own achievements or success? What should 
your attitude be towards those types of people (even if that includes yourself)? 
 

Do all your decisions begin with asking the Holy Spirit what you should do and rely on the 
Holy Spirit to reveal your path forward? If not, why might that be? 
 

 

1 
Share an example of a time when you had to endure something and what that experience was like 
for you. What motivated you to endure during that time? 

1 Someone read James 1:5-8 for the group. 

2 Someone read James 1:9-11 for the group. 

3 Someone read James 1:12-18 for the group. 
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12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself tempts no one. 14 But each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
    

James says that we are blessed when we remain steadfast while under trial. How has God 
transformed you in the midst of trials? 
 

How have you seen Jesus alive and active in others in your life? Are those characteristics 
of Jesus you have seen in others alive in you too? 

 

 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of 
man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the Word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

    

Why do we often “hear” and not “do” when it comes to Scripture? What does this say 
about our faith? 
 

What would be the value in making it a practice of thanking God specifically for those 
people who threaten your security or those people who make you feel insecure? How 
could doing that help you in your transformation of becoming more like Jesus? 

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 If what we talked about on Sunday and in our group tonight is all true, what is ONE THING you 
believe God is calling you to change in your life in order for you to be walking in obedience to Him? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
We are going to be celebrating all God has done though our faithfulness and will be committing to Him in 
faith in 2022. Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use the message and our time together 
on Sunday to transform the minds and lives of those who will be at church. Remember to take good notes so 
you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have! 
 
 

4 Someone read James 1:19-27 for the group. 
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 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pr 
KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

JAMES 1:2-27 
 

1:2. The phrase “whenever you experience various trials” assumes that trials are a normal part of the Christian life. In fact, trials are a given 
for a faithful disciple (2Tim 3:12). The Jewish wisdom tradition held that the experience of “trials” was proof of a person’s faithfulness. Joy 
suggests an eschatological (end times) hope of deliverance from trials. The joy with which a believer endures trials in the present is a sign of 
their hope for future relief. 
 

1:3. “Knowing” (or “because you know”) modifies “consider” in verse 2. Knowledge that the testing of your faith produces endurance is the 
basis for joy. “Endurance” is the ability to persevere through increasing levels of testing or suffering. 
 

1:4. Endurance indicates that further work must be done for the purpose of making the believer mature and complete, lacking nothing. 
Immaturity and incompletion are not acceptable long-term states for the Christian disciple. 
 

1:5. The world’s harsh treatment tempts us to withdraw and refuse to expose our lack of wisdom for fear of being shamed by our peers, but 
God gives to all generously and without criticizing. Thus, he who lacks wisdom should ask God freely. 
 

1:6-8. A person should ask for wisdom in faith without doubting. The basis for confidence here is not just the fact that we exercise faith, but 
the person in Whom we place our faith–God. 
 

1:9-11. James offered two illustrations of people facing trials: the brother of humble circumstances (the poor) and one who is rich. In relation 
to eternity, neither the poor nor the wealthy have anything to boast about; they are equals before God. 
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1:12. “Blessed” reflects the understanding that a person who walks in the paths set by the Lord sees his plight in terms of the eschatological 
hope that awaits him. Set within this context, his current troubles seem fleeting. 
 

1:13-18. The term “trial” (v. 13) connects this group of verses to the preceding section (vs. 2-12). God’s relationship to temptation is made 
clear by two kinds of statements. On the one hand, there are assertions that clarify what God is not or does not do: God is not tempted,  
and He Himself doesn’t tempt. On the other hand, there are assertions as to what things do come from God: every generous act and every 
perfect gift. 
 

1:13-14. The twofold negative stance (God is not tempted and He Himself doesn’t tempt anyone) emphatically denies that God leads people 
into temptation. The source of temptation is one’s own evil desires. “Desires” focuses on the immediacy that carnal desire creates, spurring a 
person to act, to be drawn away and enticed like a fish is baited to bite a hook and is then pulled from the water. 
 

1:17. “Father of lights” refers to God (v. 5), who created the lights that rule days and seasons (Gen 1:14-19). No variation or shadow cast by 
turning alludes to the fact that God’s nature is unchanging and that His promises are secure. 
 

1:18. “Message of truth” refers to the Gospel, by which new birth comes. “Firstfruits” refers to the best that the harvest produces. God gives 
good gifts that yield wondrous fruit, not temptation that leads to death through wayward desires. 
 

1:19-27. The focus of this section is on proper Christian conduct, especially regarding use of the tongue. 
 

1:21. “Implanted Word” refers to the Gospel as received by the believer. 
 

1:22. The presence of the “implanted Word” should produce more than idle listening. True worship leads to putting  
Gospel exhortations into action. 
 

1:23-25. In the contrast between the hearer of the word who looks at his own face in a mirror and yet forgets, and the doer of the word who 
looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, the distinction is found in whether the one who looks allows “the perfect law 
of freedom” (the Gospel) to shape his life’s course. The person who hears and does “the Word” puts faith into action and is blessed; his 
worship influences his life. 
 

1:26-27. James made an observation about true religion. Just as the hearer looks in a mirror and forgets his own face, so the person who 
refuses to hold his tongue is deceived about his faith. He hears and talks, but he does not act on what he has heard. James’s definition of 
pure and undefiled religion is based on action, not heedless hearing and meaningless lip service. 
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