
 

 

James 4:13-17 September 19, 2021 
Series, “Living the Kingdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Best laid plans: Scottish proverb, poet Robert Burns in 1786 
  1.   One should not expect for things to always turn out as planned 
  2.   But we have this enduring belief in ourselves and our ability to defy reality. 
  3. *What if our plans are born of faulty, or worse yet, disobedient thinking? 
 B.   As human beings, we have a misplaced confidence in our ability to earn, to build, to 

control, and to plan, essentially, we overstate our relevance in the moment we live in. 
II. Our moment  
 A.   Trust in Me (vs 13-14) 
  1.   “Come now, you who say …” 
   a.   This attitude/mentality is unworthy of who you are in Jesus 
   b.   Like a father rebuking children when they behave in a way contrary with the 

family values 
  2.   Self-confident and dependent planners who are sure of their preferred outcome 

(period of history marked by commercial growth and opportunities; many Jews moved 
from Palestine to greater Mediterranean region pursuing more) 

  3.   Note: Not a rebuke of planning or even making a profit 
   a.   Rebuke is for living and functioning no different than the world’s wisdom. 
   b.   What’s missing then?   

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

    1)  We tend to seek the Holy Spirit and God’s Kingdom as a clincher for our plans 
and we confidently move on our own with most things. 

    2)  In focus here is the planning and decisions that come from human arrogance 
(our time, our intelligence, our skill) in determining the course of future events 
or direction. 

  4.   The boundary we live with, acting like we have a different nature 
   a.   “How can you, being the kind of creatures you are, presume to dictate the course 

of future events?” 
    *There is an inescapable fragility of human life and an uncertainty that 

accompanies being human. 
   b.   A human’s life is insubstantial and transitory, here a moment and gone in another 

- yet we are still caught off guard by death. 
    1)  Illness, accidental death, human violence, or even the return of Christ can 

derail or cut short life plans in an instant. 
    2)  Fire season, smoke, the wind 
   c.   Scripture is clear and thematic about the brevity of our earthly lives.  



 

 

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. 
(Proverbs 27:1) 
Remember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good. (Job 7:7) 
As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does not come 
up; (Job 7:9) 
I loathe my life; I would not live forever. Leave me alone, for my days are a breath. 
(Job 7:16) 
Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as 
nothing before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Selah Surely a 
man goes about as a shadow! Surely for nothing they are in turmoil; man heaps 
up wealth and does not know who will gather! (Psalm 39:5-6) 
But God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things 
you have prepared, whose will they be?” (Luke 12:20) 

d. *Our problem is that we see our time and influence as much larger and greater 
than they are. Do you really believe what the Bible teaches about the duration and 
purpose of your life? 

e. *This is one way, the world’s way, to live life. There is another way. 
 B.  Trust in God (v 15) 
  1.  “Instead” back to v 13 
   a.   God always has another way of doing and living that requires us to let go of 

ourselves in order to walk in that way 
   b.   No one naturally will do this, it takes denying oneself and taking up the cross. 
  2.   Our lives are in the hands of God. 
   a.   “If the Lord wills” 
    1)  God’s hands, not the economy, governments, terrorists, disease, lifestyle, 

ideology 
    2)  My life is contingent on God’s will–His active participation in my life every day. 
   b.   Magic words 
    1)  Not “abracadabra” or a way to get our way and be immediately successful or a 

way to cover our backs 
    2)  A principle and a posture set in our minds that I do nothing without the 

permission and blessing of God. 
c. *”If the Lord wills” forces me to plan with an eternal, Kingdom perspective. Is this 

plan in accordance with the Lord’s will as expressed in Scripture for His people? 
 C.   Live humbly and in obedience (vs 16-17) 
  1.   The problem with boasting (put confidence in, rejoice in) is with where that boasting 

is focused. 
  2.   Do I plan just like the world and then add on a disclaimer? 
  3. *Who shapes and molds us? The world or Jesus Christ? The world says that you 

should control the duration and direction of your life.  
  4.   Honestly, we know what to do, we just don’t do it. And the Bible calls that sin. 
III. So what? 
 A.   What we know: 



 

 

  1.   Our mission is to make disciples, calling them to public testimony, and teaching them 
to obey Jesus. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
(Matthew 28:19-20) 

  2.   Our window is very limited and only this moment we are in is guaranteed. (James 4:14) 
3.   Our path is directed by our obedience to the Bible and submission to the Holy Spirit’s 

leading 
And going a little farther He fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 
(Matthew 26:39) 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, (Philippians 2:3-5) 
When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare 
to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for He will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that He will take 
what is Mine and declare it to you. (John 16:13-15) 

4. *Specific mission, narrow window, and a set path. You can disagree or diverge from 
this but you will be walking away from Jesus. 

 B.   Self-check: is your life and activity reflective of what we know to be true? 
  1.   It doesn’t matter what I think about your plans, Jesus will require a full accounting of 

your life after you’ve been bought out of sin. 
  2.  Is your life reflecting: 
   a.   The mission (Who are you discipling?) 
   b.   The window (Urgency, that you may not have tomorrow) 
   c.   The path (does the Holy Spirit really have any authority in your plans, decisions,  

or goals?) 
 C.   Common thinking 
  1.   When do we get back to normal? Or when do we get back what we think we’ve lost? 
   a.   Before answering, check your heart. 
   b.   Back to life for granted? Made plans arrogantly, assuming God’s blessing? Back to 

a time where we assume we would always have good health and that nothing 
could hurt us because of our technology? A time where we thought our prosperity 
and wealth would never end because we live in the United States of America and 
that’s our right? Do we really want to call out and pray that we get back to that 
kind of arrogant living? 

 2.   Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same 
time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 
mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— that I may make it clear, which 



 

 

is how I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the 
time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer each person. (Colossians 4:2-6) 

   a.   Maybe God doesn’t want us to go back. 
   b.   Normal, for the disciple of Jesus, is that every breath and every blessing and every 

plan is granted to us by God and for His mission in our window taking His path.  
   c. *Are you ready to move forward with hearts that realize life is about the will of God? 
 D.   Story from the past. Deuteronomy 8 
  1.   Paraphrase 
  2.   My place in the story 
   a.   Humility: God, what do You want to teach me in this season? 
   b.   Obedience: I will listen and respond quickly to God’s Word and the Spirit’s leading. 
   c.   Testing: I will be tempted to go back (Egypt=the familiar). Am I going to trust God 

in the unfamiliar, the refining, the shaping, and the forming?  
  3.   God is calling you right now to evaluate and be honest about your plans and your 

reasons for doing what you do. 
 
Welcoming Prayer 
Welcome, welcome, welcome. 
I welcome everything that comes to me today because I know it!s for my healing. 
I welcome all thoughts, feelings, emotions, persons, situations, and conditions. 
I let go of my desire for power and control. 
I let go of my desire for affection, esteem, approval and pleasure. 
I let go of my desire for survival and security. 
I let go of my desire to change any situation, condition, person or myself. 
I open to the love and presence of God and God!s action within. Amen 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

If your group met last week, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

   

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there 
and trade and make a profit” 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the 
right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 
    

Is it arrogant to make plans? Is it worldly to make a profit? What is the rebuke James is 
making in these verses? 
   

What was James’ point in comparing us to a mist or a vapor in vs. 14? Why is this truth an 
important reality to keep in mind? 
 

How does humility play into what James says in vs. 13-14? 
 

James is not discouraging making plans each day. Rather, as illustrated in vs. 15-16, 
James is condemning the arrogance found at the root of a person who clings to his or 
her plans or makes them in such a way that is boastful of their certainty. This passage 
provides a Kingdom mindset on how we view and use our time. We are not the 
masters of our fate. It is good to be organized and to create routines. The boasting 
mentioned in James is a pride in our time, the belief that we control the time we have, 
rather than letting the Lord use the time that He has given us. 

1 What was the most arrogant thing you did or said as a young person? 

2 
How is arrogance blatantly and openly encouraged in our world today? How are arrogance and 
self-centeredness more subtly encouraged? 

1 Someone read James 4:13-17 for the group. 

OUR MOMENT 

JAMES 4:13-17 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 | PASTOR MATT WHITEFORD 
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How does vs. 17 expand our understanding of sin? 

 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
On Sunday, Matt said, “Our problem is that we see our time and influence as much larger and greater 
than it is.” How would understanding and accepting the brevity and fragility of our lives help us 
place our trust in God more than placing our trust in our own plans and desires? 

 

2 

Take a minute to reflect on your life and activity in light of what we looked at in vs. 13-17. How is your 
life and activity reflective of what we know to be true in each of these areas listed below? 

• We are to be obedient to the Holy Spirit’s leading. 
• We are called to be disciple-makers. 
• We have lives that are limited. 

 

3 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life? How can  
we pray for you to see that change happen in the coming week? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 

 NEXT WEEK: JAMES 5:1-6  
 

Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use this message and the truth in His Word to 
transform the minds and lives of those who hear it. Pray that God would move you and others in our church 
to live out what is revealed in His Word. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
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With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

JAMES 4:13-17 
 

4:13-14. These verses rebuke our self-sufficient attitudes. Some interpreters feel James was describing non-Christian businessmen, who 
planned their lives without reference to God. Others point out that those rebuked could at least talk about the Lord’s will and take this as a 
sign that those rebuked at least claimed to be Christians. Probably the original recipients were strong believers in the existence of God but 
lived as if He did not exist. They did not consider His will for their daily lives. 
 
Trading was the surest method to make money in Palestine. Trading involved risk, but farming was even more uncertain. A person willing to 
take risks could become wealthy and live quite independently. 
 
Verse 13 shows these businessmen planned the time of their departure, length of stay, and profit without reference to the will of God. The 
parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 warns against living such a self-sufficient lifestyle (see also Prov. 27:1). 
 
Verse 14 mentions two features about daily life we often ignore. First, we have no sure knowledge of the future. We do not know whether 
tomorrow will produce a catastrophe or a visitation of God’s grace. Even though we do not know the future, we so often act as if we are 
secure. We forget that we may be here for a moment and then gone. By failing to accept this fact, we demonstrate arrogant self-sufficiency. 
 
Second, we do not understand the nature of human life which is like a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Life is both 
uncertain and brief. 
 
Many of us have busy schedules. It is easy to plan those schedules without considering the will of God. Many of us have visionary goals for 
our business, our job, our church, or our family. God wants us to work diligently in all of those areas, but we must consider His will first as 
we plan our goals. 
 
4:15. Finally, we hear the proper attitude. We are to seek the will of God in all our plans. Doing the will of God demands an active listening 
for God’s goals and plans. We must plan for the future, but we must plan with a deliberate seeking of the will of God. 
 
As we discuss the will of God, we must not let His will become a strictly formal expression which lacks any spiritual meaning for us. We 
must remain spiritually alive to the necessity of building our plans around His desires. We must also avoid legalizing our own will under the 
disguise of seeking God’s will. 
 
4:16-17. These verses reveal our disobedient attitude and rebuke our proud, boastful spirit. They call us to a humble dependence on God 
rather than priding ourselves on our independence. 
 
James accused his readers of boasting and bragging. “Brag” describes the arrogant assumption they could handle the future as they wanted 
to do independently of God. Our boasting is to be in the Lord Himself, in the blessings He gives us, and in the experiences which cause us to 
know Him better. Paul boasted in his weaknesses that allowed the power of Christ to rest on him (2 Cor. 12:9). He gloried in the cross (Gal. 
6:14) because it represented the action which brought the blessings of God’s salvation to lost sinners. 
     
Verse 17 states a specific principle applied to presumptuous planning about the future. It can also serve as a general principle applying to all 
areas of the Christian life: It is sin to know what is right and to fail to do it. These sins of omission refuse to make a right response to God. A 
sin of omission displeases God just as much as a sin of commission, that is, a blatant act against God’s will. We know to make our plans in 
reliance on God’s will. When we fail to follow this knowledge, we commit a sin of omission. God holds us accountable for more than merely 
knowing the right. He wants us to do the right. 
  
God wants us to avoid acts of disobedience to His will. He also wants us to avoid the failure to live up to the truth He has given us. The 
response of the lazy servant which Jesus condemned involved burying his money and failing to increase it by hard work and effort (Matt. 
25:14-30). As Christians we must plan our lives in full commitment to the will and plans of God. We must also avoid omitting from our lives 
the practice of growing in intimacy with Jesus through prayer, reading God’s Word, being a doer of God’s Word, generosity and fasting. To 
omit the latter is to commit a sin of omission. God wants our full and constant obedience. 


	Our Moment Ja. 4.13-17[33]
	09.19 Sermon Discussion Guide

