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Series, “Living the Kingdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Last week: intimacy 
 B.   Human sense vs God sense 
  1.   How we determine others 
   a.   Our senses: eyes, nose, touch, etc. 
   b.   Our experiences: we assume our experience is generally representative of       

most people 
  2.   How God determines others 
   a.  The heart (and out of the abundance the mouth speaks) 
   b.   Motives (internal) 

c. *Because of the limited nature of our interaction with others, we develop all kinds 
of known and unknown biases over our lifetimes. When our bias (or 
discrimination, partiality, preference) is not surrendered to the Holy Spirit, we 
inaccurately reflect and represent the heart and holiness of God. 

d. *“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) 
II. Partiality  
 A.  Main point: show no partiality as you hold faith in Jesus (v 1) 

“My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory.” 

  1.   Discrimination in the church was a problem - we don’t know the exact degree but it 
was enough to confront. 

  2.   Favoritism/partiality/discrimination: “receiving the face” 
   a.   To make judgments about people based on external appearance  
   b.   James applies to dress that contrasts social/economic situations, but also “acts of 

favoritism or bias,” a wide net of applications. 
c. *The Bible clearly teaches that we are not to make decisions about people based 

on external factors–whether it be dress, color of skin, or general physical 
appearance. See God’s consistent emphasis on the heart (Deuteronomy 10:17-18; 
Leviticus 19:15, 18) 
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of Lords, the great, the mighty, and 
the awesome God, Who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for 
the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of 
Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:17-19) 
You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. You shall not go around 
as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of 
your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you 
shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You 



 

 

shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. (Leviticus 19:15-18) 

 B.   Example (vs 2-4) 
For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor 
man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay attention to the one who wears the 
fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You 
stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

  1.   If … then. Hypothetical but illustrative 
  2.   Details: a gathering; both told where to go; visitors or new converts 
  3.   Christians in authority in the community are fawning over the rich and treating the 

poor with disdain and contempt. 
   a. **Notice neither the rich or poor man’s characters are in question. 
   b. *These improper divisions being made reflect the improper divisions harbored in 

the minds of these believers, another manifestation of wavering, divided attitude 
toward God (1:5-8).!

! !  c. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, Who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he 
is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

   d. *Consistently Christian conduct comes only from a consistently Christian heart 
and mind. 

  4.   Judges with evil thoughts  
   a.   Claiming God’s right to stand in judgment  
   b.   Sinful standard of judgment 
 C.   Why partiality/bias is wrong (vs 5-13) 
  1.   Partiality based on externals is wrong because it contradicts God’s own attitude (vs 5-6a). 

Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom, which He has promised to those who love 
Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress 
you, and the ones who drag you into court? 

   a.   God’s generosity with salvation, faith, and His Kingdom 
   b.   Faith is the true measure of wealth in God’s economy. 
   c. *Does the Bible teach that God favors trading one form of discrimination for 

another? Exalt the poor and beat down the rich? 
   d.   The poor: material and spiritual meanings applied; the biblical author’s use of 

“poor” is not one dimensional. 
   e.   “God only chooses the poor and oppressed.” 
    1)  James doesn’t use “only” 
    2)  Liberation theology vs traditional theology 
     a.) Liberation theology: oppressor and the oppressed; rich and poor; always 

an oppressed/demonized group 



 

 

     b.) Traditional Western theology: favors “right belief” often at the expense of 
the indiscriminate grace of God 

     c.) *God, the New Testament reveals, delights especially to show His grace 
on those whom the world has discarded and on those who are most 
keenly aware of their own inadequacy.  

f. Contemporary note: James calls on the church to embody a similar ethic of special 
concern for the poor and the helpless (fatherless, widow, sojourner). 
1) American history, black lives, police officers, cancel culture, the 1%, CRT, 

immigration, etc. 
2) What would Jesus say about all those things, to these people in the 

discussion? Jesus would defy any and all modern-day ideologies. He would 
not be a Democrat, a Republican, a Libertarian, or fill-in-the-blank.  
a.) Jesus would come alongside the black family who lost a child regardless of 

the circumstance and grieve with them. 
b.) Jesus would walk with the police officer and comfort the fears and 

concerns of his/her family giving them peace. 
c.) Jesus would walk with the alien from Honduras to the border caring for 

their needs both physical and spiritual.  
d.) Jesus recognizes the evil that has been done because of partiality and 

discrimination and He calls all to surrender to Him. He will welcome those 
who respond in humility with repentance into His Kingdom–not just 
pushing an endless cycle of ups and downs. 

g. *The quintessential message of the Bible is that every one of us is in desperate 
need of help and have no hope of pulling ourselves up or making it on our own. If 
that were the case, Jesus’ death was foolishness. The redeemed’s most tempting 
sin is to forget where they came from.  

  2.   Favoritism based on externals is foolish (vs 6b-7) 
But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, 
and the ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 
honorable name by which you were called? 

   a.   James is not giving permission to be unkind to the rich, he is simply arguing not to 
give undue deference to them at the expense of the poor (or those you see who 
can benefit you). 

   b.   Context: the wealthy were using their power and influence to secure favorable 
verdicts against the poor–practices familiar to every age. 

   c. *Unless our connection is anchored in surrender to King Jesus and loyal to the 
Kingdom of God, any alliance will be temporary and ultimately destructive.  

  3.   Favoritism is wrong because it violates the Kingdom law of love (vs 8-11) 
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. For He Who said, “Do 



 

 

not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 

   a.   Partiality and love cannot co-exist (vs 8-9); love is of God and partiality is sin. 
*God will judge all, no excuses, comparisons, or greater good. Judged against the 
righteousness of Christ. 

   b.   In obedience to King Jesus, we are called to build among ourselves a genuine 
counterculture, in which the values of the Kingdom of God rather than the values 
of the world are lived out. 

   c.   God’s perspective (v 10) = all or nothing. To violate one commandment is to 
disobey God Himself and render a person guilty before Him. 

  4.   So what’s next? (Vs 12-13) 
So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment 
is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

   a.   Constantly speaking and always be acting 
    1)  Royal law and law of liberty = sum total of demands that God, through Jesus, 

imposes on believers. 
    2) Regulate your conduct with an eye on the judgment to come. 
   b.   God’s gracious acceptance of us does not end our obligation to obey Him. 

*We are no longer “threatened” by God’s holiness but now are liberated from the 
penalty of sin and live in the Spirit with the power to obey God’s will. 

   c.   Warning: judgment without mercy will be experienced by those who fail to be merciful. 
    1) The mercy we show others reveals our desire to obey the law of the Kingdom 

and a heart made right by the work of God’s grace.  
    2) Merciful actions and attitudes count as evidence of the presence of Christ 

within us. 


