
 

 

Homecoming July 11, 2021 
Series, “Citizen” 
1 Thessalonians 4; Revelation 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Mark 1:4 
  1.   “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in          

the Gospel.” 
  2.   The King’s power over the King’s people in the King’s place 
 B.   The Bible is a rescue story, not about rescuing sinners from a broken creation but about 

rescuing them for a new creation. 
  1.   God’s Kingdom begins in the human heart but will one day extend to the ends of      

the Earth. 
  2.   Many Christians think of salvation as leaving Earth for Heaven, but the story that 

Scripture tells is God’s reign coming from Heaven to Earth. 
II. Our Homecoming 
 A.   Clearing things up (1 Thessalonians 4) 
  1.   Vs 1-12 
   a.   Sexual ethics (physical relationships with one another) 
   b.   Affection ethics (priority of one another) 
  2.   Vs 13-18 
   a.   V 13: Creation (Genesis 1-2); Redemption; Creation (Revelation 21-22) 
    1)  Tension between creations 
    2)  Don’t have to worry 
   b.   Vs 14-16 
    1)  Jesus and the souls of the redeemed arriving from Heaven 
    2)  Some kind of body recovery 
    3)  Not prioritizing value but order  
   c.   V 17 
    1)  All together 
    2)  Pause: all who have ever placed trust in Jesus along with those  presently alive 
    3) *If we want the Kingdom, why would we wait until Jesus comes home to 

come together? 
   d.   V 18 
    1)  Therefore, encourage one another 
    2)  Not just about funerals, but for the living and the Kingdom of God! 
 B.   Revelation 
  1.   Achieving the Kingdom goal 
   a.   Law: reviving hope in the Kingdom 
   b.   Prophets: foreshadowing the Kingdom 
   c.   Writings: life in the Kingdom 
   d.   Gospels: embodying the Kingdom 
   e.   Acts & Epistles: Kingdom community 



 

 

  2.   The King’s power over the King’s people in the King’s place  
   a.   Power of God and the Lamb 
    1)  Kingdoms unite 
    2)  Road to victory is through sacrifice (Rev 4ff) 
     a)  Ch 4: Heavenly court from where judgment against the kingdoms of the 

Earth will flow 
     b)  Ch 5: Lamb Who is worthy 
      (1) Scroll: instrument of judgement on the enemies of the king 
      (2) No one can open the scroll except for the Lion of Judah because He is 

the Lamb that was slain. 
      (3) *Lion and Lamb = central theme of the New Testament, victory 

through sacrifice 
      (4) The Lion is defined by the Lamb 
      (5) 19:1-9 
   b.   People of God 
    1)  The immense power of the Lamb is wielded for the people of God and the 

glory of His name. 
    2)  Rev 21:1-5 
     a)  God with His people 
     b)  Not everything I currently want, but the fulfillment of everything I would 

want if my desires were identical to God’s (knowing what to ask for; “I 
didn’t know I could ask for that!”) 

    3)  Protection of God’s people and the judgment of his opponents  
   c.   Place of God 
    1)  Rev 21 
     a)  Establishment of the Kingdom on Earth 
     b)  Rev 17-19: Babylon=all the cities of Earth that have set themselves 

against God, competed with God’s Kingdom 
     c) *The power of God is displayed for the sake of His people and to establish 

them in their new home-the greatest homecoming! 
 C.   Citizen’s rewards 
  1.   At our homecoming, we will be rewarded  
   a.   Not rewarded for justification  
    1)  Judgment seat is not a final exam for entrance (Romans 8:1) 
    2)  Jesus did all the work and there is nothing we can do to enhance that. 
   b.   Progressive sanctification 
    1)  How we, individually, carry out the mission 
    2)  Rewards apply to our activity and development as citizens. 
  2.   Nature of rewards 
   a.   Possible varying degrees of rewards  
   b.   Increased capacities and responsibilities  
   c.   Jonathan Edwards sermon paraphrase … 



 

 

A real difference in holiness among believers, yet in the Kingdom it will be a community of love in 
which these differences not only do not produce envy and regret but actively function to produce 
the greatest happiness for the community as a whole. 
III. Until homecoming 
 A.   We are to live in a way now that will require the least change and receive the most  
  honor at the final revealing of the Kingdom. 
 B.   What’s next? 
  1.  Why citizen?  
   a.   We have a problem: our kingdom is deeply embedded into our understanding of 

God’s Kingdom. 
   b.   No surprise to God, nothing He didn’t foresee–just like Israel, God’s love and 

faithfulness perseveres in spite of us 
   c.   However, we cannot turn a blind eye to the fact that we often prefer pet sins, 

ignore God’s commands, and excuse ourselves from the Holy Spirit’s conviction 
which leads us to repentance.  

  2.   The question is, “Are you ready?”  
   a.   Does your life reflect what the Bible reveals about someone who is a disciple of 

Jesus? 
   b.   Are you doing what God has called all of His people to do? Are you doing what 

God has specifically called you to do? 


