
 

 

Mission – Unity July 4, 2021 
Series, “Citizen” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
John 17:20-26; Ephesians 4:1-7 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Mission briefing 
  1.   Document 
  2.   Our problems and abuses in the Church come not from obeying Scripture too radically 

but from not obeying Scripture enough. 
   a.   Imaging over freedom? 
    1)  Slaves to God or to sin 
    2)  Do I live in the freedom to accurately image the heart and holiness of God? 
   b.   Transformation over conformation? 
    1)  Hardest part of obedience isn’t saying yes to God, but saying no to self 
    2)  A call to a reformation of radical obedience 
   c.   Unity over autonomy? Our call that connects imaging and transformation, 

revealing God and radical obedience 
 B.   Mission part three: Unity over autonomy (Matthew 28) 
  1.   Jesus’ disciples (not the “good ones”, there are not degrees) follow Jesus’ orders. They 

are called to unity regardless of their personality, feelings, or abilities. 
  2.   Unity with the Body of Christ is already a reality. However, it is also a directive and if 

ignored or diminished is disobedience, dereliction, and denial of Christ. 
3. *Unity is not an option or lesser command.  
4. *At the end of the Disney movie The Kid Who Would Be King, a modern version of 

Arthur and the knights of the round table, the main character, Alexander, gives this 
speech, “Me and Betters used to hate Lance and Kaye. And they hated us. We were 
sworn enemies. But now we know that’s how evil tricks you. It turns people against 
each other to distract them from itself. Because it knows that if we fight together, it 
doesn’t stand a chance. So who will stand with us today?” 

II. The Body of Christ 
 A.   John 17:20-26 
  1.   John records a prayer that Jesus prayed in John 17. Known as the Farewell Prayer or 

the High Priestly Prayer, it’s one of the few prayers of Jesus that is recorded, and it is 
definitely the longest. Jesus Christ, the crucified, risen, and ascended King of the 
cosmos, the Lamb Who is worthy, and the eternal Son of God is praying to His 
Father, God above all gods, the King of kings and Lord of lords before Whom the 
mountains melt like wax that the people of the Kingdom would be gloriously united 
“so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” 

  2.   Read vs 20-26 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they 
also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me. The glory 
that You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one even as We are 



 

 

one, I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me. Father, I desire 
that they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory 
that You have given Me because You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O 
righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I know You, and these 
know that You have sent Me. I made known to them Your name, and I will continue to 
make it known, that the love with which You have loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them. 

   a.   Prayer to experience a spiritual unity that is like the oneness of the Father and Son 
   b.   Basis for unity 
    1)  The person and work of Jesus Christ and His glory given to us 
    2)  Glory already given which means, we are, by our new nature, one 
    3) *Unity is built on the essentials of the new birth. 
   c.   Declaration of Jesus, not petitions 
    1)  The world does not know the Father. 
    2)  Disciples know the Father because the Son has revealed Him. 
    3)  Jesus has given the disciple His glory - the same glory that results in the 

Father and Son being one. 
    4)  Unity is the mechanism that convinces the world that Jesus came from God. 
   d. *What the world sees in us is what they will believe about God. 
    1) If the world sees love and unity, they will believe God’s love.  
    2) If they see arrogance and division, they will reject the message of the Gospel. 

And that’s on us. 
  3.   Unity is unreasonable 
   a.   But let’s be honest, unity really isn’t something that is possible. Maybe Jesus is 

speaking of the invisible unity–internal in the Spirit or something like that. The 
problem with that is twofold. First, how would invisible unity confirm to the 
unbelieving world that Jesus was sent by God? By its nature, invisible is not 
visible. Secondly, we cannot allow the Church’s invisible unity to be an excuse or 
ignoring the Church’s visible disunion. Jesus prayed specifically for the unity of His 
body, and it is the core of imaging Jesus to others and experiencing the 
transforming power of sanctification.  

   b.   Unity is miraculous. The church’s unity is God’s gift to a divided world that proves 
the Savior-King Jesus was sent by God the Father. Therefore, the posture of 
Kingdom citizens toward all human beings is one of either unity or pursuit. We are 
in unity with those who are disciples of Jesus by new nature and we are in pursuit 
of those who are not disciples. These are the only categories of relationships a 
follower of Jesus can have. The lack of unity in the church is the primary cause of 
disbelief in the Gospel and it is possible you are active in denying the Gospel to 
the lost. 

c. *Faith leads to unity which leads others to faith. You can’t give someone the Four 
Spiritual Laws while you yourself disobey the command of unity. 

 B.   Ephesians 4:1-6 



 

 

  1.   Vs 1-3 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

   a.   Paul self-identifies as a prisoner for the Lord (slave language?) 
   b.   Live and behave in a manner that is deserving of what you’ve received–from 

being forgiven and accepted, to being called on mission. 
   c.   Execution 
    1)  Humility, gentleness, patience, enduring in love 
    2)  Zealously (intense desire, impatient expectancy) maintain (not passive, guard, 

retain) being united as one in the Holy Spirit accompanied with a bond (slave) 
of peace (relational, free from disputes) - and for those who are saying, “Yes, 
but …” there are very few reasons to abandon unity in the body. 

  2.   Vs 4-7 
There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
Who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each one of us 
according to the measure of Christ's gift. 

   a.   One body, one Spirit 
    1)  Every disciple is connected intimately by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit - 

which is why division is so evil 
    2)  Q: How can a person (a body) be divided in themselves? We call that mental 

illness. 
3) *So, is the church today mentally ill? 

   b.   Disunity might be the greatest heresy, the most offensive profanity, the severest 
sacrilege we can promulgate against the Holy Spirit. Yet we dismiss unity because 
wearing a mask is partnership in a government plot to brainwash children or the 
absence of a mask is the antithesis of loving God and loving others until the 
government says it’s not.  

III. Mission status 
 A.   Irreducible essence 
  1.   Jesus came from God as God to die for my sins. 
  2.   Jesus rose from the dead as full payment for my sin and now reigns. 
  3.   I have declared my dependence on and allegiance to the person, Jesus, because of the 

work of Jesus. 
4. *What about belief in the Trinity (or fill in the blank)? 
 a) Don’t need to know the word or even articulate it. 
 b) However, when you are taught or learn about the Holy Spirit, you cannot deny the 

essential things about Him - “here’s what the Holy Spirit has done and is doing for 
you …” “Well, I don’t think it took the Holy Spirit to save me.” I would question your 
salvation at that point. 

 c) What about literal 24-hour day creation? It’s like we are looking for reasons and 
outs to disconnect with other believers. Women in ministry? Charismatic gifts? 



 

 

 B.   DNA of unity 
  1.   Courage 
   a.   When do you know a person has courage, when do you trust them? 
   b.   Courage is only confirmed and accepted when fear and danger is present. 
   c.   Courage is courage when it is deeper and stronger than our fear. 
  2.   Unity 
   a.   Unity is untested and unreliable in general agreement and harmony. 
   b.   Unity is only confirmed in the midst of disagreement and difference, yet we 

choose each other over and above those differences. 
   c.   If we didn’t realize before this past year, the church is living in the sin of disunity. 
 C.   State of the church 
  1.   Church history is a story of rebellion and division, really no different than Israel. 
  2.   We divide about … 
   a.   Debatable and uncertain issues (women in ministry, gifts of the Spirit, expression 

of worship, participation in the permissible, etc.) 
   b.   Sacraments and their nature 
   c.   The Holy Spirit - which is appalling because His purpose is so that we answer 

Jesus’ prayer of unity with one another 
   d.  All the way down to who wrote this worship song and from where, the color of 

the carpet and the walls, and whether or not the terms used were exact enough 
for someone’s taste. 

3. *We not only have grieved the Holy Spirit but we have abused Him and ourselves 
because of pride and arrogance in our own thinking. 

4. *The goal isn’t that the world would look at the church’s rampant division and say, 
“Wow, what a hot mess! I hope this invisible unity thing works out for them.” The goal 
isn’t that the world would look at the Church’s watered-down unity-at-any-cost and 
say, “Wow, these Christians sure are such nice people!” Instead, the goal is that the 
world would look at the Church’s Christ-centered, sacrificial unity and say, “Wow, 
what a glorious and loving God.”  

5. *So, if we really want to be seeking the lost in the best way, we should quit watering 
down the Gospel and we should also stop insulting the “seeker-sensitive” churches. 
We should instead love one another as Jesus loved us. That is how people will know 
we are His disciples (John said that under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, not me.) 

 D.   What’s next? 
  1.   Confession: I hate this command, this part of the mission. 
   a.   I find the Church people to be disappointing and arrogant and back stabbing.  
   b.   But, if I’m honest, that describes me too. 
*Repentance. 
*Until we get over ourselves, we are AWOL in God’s Kingdom. We may not have deserted, but 
we sure aren’t mission minded and obedient to the One Who gave everything for us. 
  2.   Mission briefing: November 
   a.   Imaging over freedom–have we grown the Kingdom (transfer from one house of 

worship to another doesn’t count) 



 

 

   b.   Transformation over conformation–have we become more like Jesus, denied self 
and carried our cross? 

   c.   Unity over autonomy–have we humbled ourselves and zealously fought for 
oneness, honoring the Holy Spirit and one another? 


