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Series “Citizen” Pastor Kyle Belden 
  
Series Outline: 
  
Series thus far 
Up until this point, it might be possible to take what we have been saying, and think you can do it by 
yourself, that this is meant to be an individual change. 
 
We even talk about how the Kingdom is God’s people, where they go, it’s not a physical location. 
 
And while this Kingdom does bring about personal change and transformation, today pops the bubble 
that this is all it does. We cannot live as citizens in God’s Kingdom on our own in isolation, we are just 
not meant to. 
 
This year we have all been isolated in some way shape or form, right? 
Some self-imposed, some forced upon, some because we are lazy, and I think that probably has snuck its 
way into how we think about our relationship with God and how we think about each other when we 
think about being part of this Kingdom. 
 
What we find and will spend time talking through today is that this Kingdom isn’t a Kingdom of one, but 
of many, and how we treat our fellow citizens in this Kingdom matters a ton.  
 
Illustration. Some in the room- ah bummer, that would be a lot easier- but we will discover today that it 
is not only better but necessary to understand the makeup of this Kingdom and what our role is in it. 
 
Where are we getting this idea—Scripture  
There is a ton of Scripture about this- all the way from page one 
 
Ephesians 
 
Who was Paul writing this to? 
Most likely the group of believers that had already given their lives to Jesus in the city of Ephesus. He 
writes not with a specific issue or problem to address, but rather to prepare these people to walk 
through whatever came their way rooted in what they know to be true, and together in God-honoring 
community, in other words, he wanted to help them see how to be fellow citizens of this new Kingdom 
they were now a part of. Lucky for us, that just happens to be exactly what we are talking about today as 
well! 
 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body[a] and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:1-3) 
 
We were all in the same boat 
 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29216a


 

 

with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages He 
might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:4-10) 
 
Why take the time to read these first 10 verses, what do they have to do with living together in the 
Kingdom?  
 
This is how every citizen of God’s Kingdom became a citizen of God’s Kingdom. No matter where you 
came from, where you live, when you lived, this is the entrance into the Kingdom. While we were in the 
same boat in our sin, likewise we are in the same boat in how we gained our citizenship 
 
Keep that in mind as we read what’s next. 
 
One in Christ 
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, Who has made us both one 
and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, (Ephesians 2:11-15a) 
 
This was the point of contention between Jews and Gentiles–following the law, observing customs. 
Literal wall in the temple to separate Jews and Gentiles 
Paul says, “No more.” Not only did Jesus make our relationship with God right on the cross, He made it 
possible for us to have right relationship with each other. 
Their surrender to Jesus is enough. 
 
that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile 
us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. (Ephesians 2:15b-16) 
 
Love that intense language 
 
And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in 
Whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In Him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:17-22) 
 
What a beautiful picture, but any person with a healthy amount of skepticism would immediately say, 
yeah but does that ever happen? Is that even possible? I look around and this picture of two become 
one in Jesus isn’t one I see a ton. I get it, I am there, and maybe that’s the problem.  
 
But if we take God seriously at these words, there are two “Therefores” that I would like to point out, 
and both will get us headed in the right direction and have huge real-world application. 



 

 

 
1. What God is building is bigger, more unique, more diverse than we realize (or want). Our family, our 
fellow citizens as Paul states it, is much much bigger than the people who sit next to us at church, the 
people who look just like us, think just like us. 
 
We tend to not like that, do we? Because its messy, and hard to control, and time consuming, and 
requires that we think and check ourselves constantly. It lands us in these places where not everything is 
so cut and dry. 
I think there are too many churches that are willing to settle for a prefab shed and not embrace this big 
ol’ weird and awesome home that God is building. 
That means we need each other and can learn from each other (charismatic-passion; high church-
reverence; etc. especially the global, persecuted Church) 
 
I’ve learned more about passion from Guatemala. 
I’ve learned more about Repentance from Peru. 
I’ve learned more about perseverance from Haiti. 
I’ve learned more about commitment from Honduras. 
I’ve learned more about willingness from Myanmar. 
 
Paul says there is now no wall between the Jews and Gentiles, which was the biggest distinction you 
could get in the Bible. Then why are we so intent on putting up walls that Jesus died to kill? We don’t get 
the do that if we really say Jesus is King. 
 
Immigrant :: border patrol 
Protestor :: riot gear 
Hyper-masker :: anti-masker 
Republican :: democrat 
 
Whatever second-tier theological distinctions people might hold that we make in the biggest deal in the 
world. 
 
When we together say Jesus is King, we are fellow citizens of this Kingdom and are part of this big, 
weird, messy, beautiful home He is creating. Let’s see it for what it is, and act accordingly 
But it’s not only bigger than we realize, 
 
2. What God is building is compelling to the world around us. 
When we are good at this, it’s compelling; when we are not, it’s damaging.  Here is why: 
 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may 
believe that You have sent Me. The glory that You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be 
one even as We are one, I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me. (John 17:20-23) 
 
Woah, this is how people will know Who Jesus is, straight from His mouth, Jesus says this is how people 
will know. How often do we stop and consider if our interaction with a fellow citizen of God’s Kingdom 
will be what a person who doesn’t know Jesus yet needs to make that decision? The world is watching, 
and we know this to be true. 



 

 

 
When they look at us, unity is what they should see. It should be all over us, it should be the distinction 
people notice. Illustration - Florida guys 
 
Not just a theory or concept. Check out this video of a woman in our church named Lynn, who saw an 
accurate picture of what this family should look like and what that did in her life.  
 
This is a beautiful story. 
It both encourages me and convicts me. 
That story was more the exception than the rule. 
 
Because unity wasn’t something we (the global Church) excelled at this year. 
 
This is just me saying this. I hope the world wasn’t watching that close over the last year. 
I’m worried about who they will think Jesus is if they were. 
We have some trust to build. 
The stakes are much too high. 
It’s possible. I have all the hope in the world, but we have to commit ourselves to it. To love each other, 
be patient with each other, correct each other, have each other’s backs, and to not shortchange God's 
family with our ideas of who is in and out. 
Communion. 


