
 

 

Our King May 2, 2021 
Series, “Citizen” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Acts 1:6-11 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   The Lion King 

The Lion King tells the story of a king’s ascent. From the moment the movie begins, 
Simba is branded as the heir to the throne. He is designated to the office at the start of 
the movie by Rafiki, who lifts Simba up before the animals of the kingdom as they bow 
before him. He is the future king.  
The rest of the story describes Simba’s exile and his homecoming to Pride Rock. When 
Simba returns to Pride Rock, he must battle for the throne, which has been seized by his 
uncle Scar. Simba conquers Scar and the hyenas, but even though he has been 
designated, appointed, and even conquered the forces of darkness, his work remains 
incomplete.  
At the end of the movie, immediately after the battle, an important scene occurs that is 
sometimes overlooked, the camera suddenly shifts to Rafiki, bringing the story full circle. 
Rafiki takes his staff and points Simba to Pride Rock. An old era has ended; a new one is 
about to begin. 
In order for Simba to claim his kingdom and be installed as the king, he must ascend Pride 
Rock, the rightful place of the ruler, to ritually demonstrate he has conquered. Simba 
dramatically ascends the rock and roars. When he does, the other lions acknowledge his 
victory, dominion, and authority. Though Simba has been designated as king from the 
start of the movie, though he has conquered in battle, he still is not installed as king until 
he ascends Pride Rock.  

 B.   The eternal King 
  1.   Jesus’ path 
   a.   In a non-fiction way, the Bible tells a very similar story.  
   b.   Jesus is designated as the King from the beginning of the Gospels. 
   b.   And then must conquer, be installed, enthroned, and recognized as King by the 

beginning of Acts.  
  2.   Why? 
   a.   God plays by His own rules set by His character. 
   b.   The very reason God is good is the same reason we often struggle  with His 

decisions. 
   c.   Sin and rebellion had and has consequences. 
*There was only one way for humankind to be redeemed. We tend to focus on the cross and the 
resurrection (Jesus as Savior), which is about our benefit, and miss the equally significant part of 
the ascension (Jesus as King), which is about our responsibility. 
II. What is a king? 
 A.   Expectations of kings 
  1.   Chosen by God 
  2.   Called to rule (justice and righteousness) 



 

 

  3.   Promote the Torah (write a copy and read it every day of the king’s life) 
  4.   Bless the nation and the world through wisdom, justice, and authority received from 

God 
*Not one single king or ruling figure in history has lived up to those requirements. 
 B.   Bible’s commentary about Jesus as King 
  1.   Past 
   a.   Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

   b.   Daniel 7:13-14 
I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one 
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

  2.   Present 
   a.   Mark 14:62; John 18:36 

And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of Heaven.” 
Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not of this world. If My Kingdom were of this 
world, My servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But My Kingdom is not from the world.” 

   b.   Ephesians 1:20-23 
that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
one to come. And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all 
things to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

   c.   1 Timothy 6:13-15 
I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus, who in His testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to 
keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will display at the proper time—He Who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

   d.   Hebrews 1:3-4 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He 
upholds the universe by the word of His power. After making purification for sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” 



 

 

  3.   Future 
   a.   Revelation 1:5-6 

and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of kings on Earth. To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His 
blood and made us a Kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

   b.   Revelation 17:14 
They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for He is Lord 
of lords and King of kings, and those with Him are called and chosen and faithful. 

*Jesus is not only the promised King, but he is the powerful eternal King. 
III. Jesus’ ascension as King (Acts 1:6-11) 
 A.   Read 6-11 
 B.   Vs 6-8 
  1.   Discipleship is not about knowing dates and times, it is about being ready. 
   a.   Receiving the Holy Spirit  
   b.   Being witnesses 
  2.   Ends of the Earth: Go out and find people from every single place on Earth and show 

them Jesus, Savior and King. 
 C.   Vs 9-11 
  1.   Acts 1 sees a departure event but Daniel 7 sees an arrival. 
   a.   The ascension was the triumph of King Jesus. 
   b.   Jesus did have authority on Earth, forgiving sins and overpowering demons, but it 

was at His ascension where He received power over the whole world and cosmos 
and installed and He was installed as King over Heaven and Earth. (Philippians 
2:6-11) (emptied self, because servant, obedient to death, exalted) 

*The ascension was not only the climax of Jesus’ earthly life, but it was a proclamation of a new 
beginning! 
  2.   What does this mean? 
   a.   Conquering enemies 
    1)  Biblical authors always view human action under the influence of spiritual beings. 
    2)  Devil sought to ascend; his punishment was to descend; kingly action (also 

see humanity and Tower of Babel) 
    3)  God plays by His own rules based on His character (unlike politicians, parents, 

and me) 
     A) God said we would die; we rebelled and set our futures; there was one 

way to deal with our consequences. 
     B) If Jesus did not raise and ascend, the whole world would still be under the 

power of the devil. 
    4)  At the Messiah’s ascent, He was installed as Lord of all; He took what the 

devil and all the kings of Earth always wanted and thought they had finally 
achieved. 



 

 

     A) Imagine the cross, Jesus looking down, “We’re in the endgame now. There 
was no other way.” That endgame was not just the resurrection, it was His 
ascension! 

*The throne is now occupied. The Kingdom of God is the King’s power over the King’s people in 
the King’s place. 
   b.  Ruler over the church and the world 
    1)  Acts 1:1, “all that Jesus began to do and teach....” Luke begins with emphasis 

on the continued work of the risen Jesus! 
    2)  As King of Heaven, Jesus leads and guides His people on Earth through 

approved leaders. Jesus’ authority has been given to His servants on Earth 
(Matthew 16 & 18) 

 
            Jesus’ Kingly Work 
 On Earth       In Heaven 
 Designated as King    Installed as King 
 Conquered forces of darkness  Enthroned above the spiritual beings 
 Laid foundation of His Church  Became head over the world and Church 
 
  3.  Stop standing around, it’s go time. 
“There was something fundamentally anomalous about their gazing up into the sky when they 
had been commissioned to go to the ends of the Earth. ... Their calling was to be witnesses, not 
stargazers.”-John Stott 
IV. Citizens of the Kingdom of Jesus 
 A.   Since the church is seated with Christ and under one ruler, the primary attribute of the 

church is unity. 
  1.   The Church is an army of one. If one King sits on the throne, then He is all peoples’ 

peace, no matter what gender, race, or socioeconomic status - He has broken down 
the wall of hostility. 

*And this, church, is why I know that we don’t take seriously Jesus as King. If we did, we would 
be in a different position today. We love our “yeah, but”s. 
  2.   Harmony and unity are the reality and goal now that Jesus has assumed the throne. 
   a.   The church is to come together under His reign of love and spread that love to 

others (yeah, but ...) 
   b.   The universal presence and Kingship of Christ re-assembles the church under His 

banner of love. 
 B.    The church not only unites as an army around King Jesus, but it goes out confidently   

into battle 
  1.  The problem is that often we fight the battles we want to fight rather than the  battles 

we are called to fight.  
   a.   We are fighting the defeated foes that Jesus conquered, and we are rescuing 

other human beings from their slavery to sin. 
   b.   But instead, we seem to struggle with fighting the human beings and being blind 

to the foes we are called to fight. 



 

 

  2.  We put on the armor of God (supernatural in nature) and we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood but the powers Jesus conquered and shamed. 

 C.   Christ’s rule is manifest in a suffering and waiting people. 
  1.   Christ’s rule does not mean the Church is called to go out and rule the world  

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
(Colossians 3:1-4) 

   -We are not promised to live a happy and peaceful life, have rich    
   possessions, and be safe from all harm. 
  2.  The Church, you and I, patiently passes through this life content with one thing: that 

our King will never leave us destitute, but will provide for our needs until, our warfare 
ended, we are called to triumph.   

 
Church, our King has been trying to get our attention. It is time that we stop acting like citizens of 
a fallen kingdom frightened by the next thing coming around the corner trying to get back the 
kingdom we prefer. Our citizenship is not anchored in this world and our King is Jesus. He has 
come, He has died for us, He has been raised from the dead, and He has ascended to the right 
hand of God and His reign is now. It’s time we took seriously our King’s call to unify under His 
banner to accomplish his mission. We can no longer look at others and see them as the enemy, 
they are prisoners of war and we are the ones that deny ourselves and carry the cross of Jesus to 
bring them to freedom even at the cost of our lives, let alone our preferences, politics, and 
passions. CrossPoint, we believe that Jesus not only lives but that He reigns, and He will one day 
return. Our King has freed us from our toxic obsession with the present and pushes us toward 
the consummation of history that has already begun. When King Jesus returns, He will destroy 
His enemies forever and restore His people. But right now, we are living in the time that our King 
has left to us for repentance and belief in the Gospel! And as Paul writes, “Then comes the end, 
when He delivers the Kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority 
and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet, The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death.” 
 
So, what are YOU waiting for? Are you willing lose your life for King Jesus or is rescue and 
release more your style? Who will stand against the enemy and love the lost at the side of their 
King? Are you willing to take THAT stand? The King is calling. 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ACCOUNTABILITY FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

Was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on Scripture or your conversation 
last week during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take, and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
This week, we focused on Jesus as our King. There was only one way for humankind to be redeemed. We tend 
to focus on the cross and the resurrection, which is about our benefit. In doing so, we miss the equally 
significant part of Jesus’ ascension, which is about our responsibility. As citizens of God’s Kingdom, what would 
it look like to truly treat Jesus as King of our lives? 
 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the Earth.” 

 

What did Jesus’ disciples expect from Him in this passage? What were they hoping He 
would do? 
 

Whose authority does Jesus reference in v. 7? 
 

As a disciple, how does Jesus’ mandate in v. 8 impact you? 
 
According to Jesus in v. 8, what purpose does the power of the Holy Spirit serve? Why 
was the Spirit important for their mission? Why is He important for ours? 

 
Jesus directly connected the power to accomplish the commission He was giving with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. The equation is simple: without the Spirit, there is no power. The 
Spirit is the energy that enables believers to overcome their fears and to fulfill what their 
Master has asked them to do. 

 

1 When you think of the word “king,” what is the first thing that comes to your mind? 

1 Someone read Acts 1:6-8 for the group. 
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9 And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of 
their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into Heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into Heaven? This Jesus, Who was taken up from 
you into Heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into Heaven.” 

 

What did Jesus’ ascension accomplish and how does it impact us as His disciples today? 
 

The ascension was the triumph of King Jesus. Jesus did have authority on Earth, forgiving sins 
and overpowering demons. It was at His ascension where He received power over the whole 
world and cosmos when He was installed as King over Heaven and Earth.  

 

Why is it important for us to understand Jesus as both our Savior and King? What  
would be deficient about our understanding of Jesus if we only viewed Him as one or  
the other? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 What does Jesus say about different aspects of how we interact with each other, with the world, 
and with Him? If we treated Jesus as King, how should we follow those commands/teachings? 

 

2 What would change in your life if you saw yourselves (first and foremost) as one sent by Jesus 
on His mission? 

 

3 
If what we read in the Bible on Sunday and tonight is true, what impact does it have on your life? 
What is something you need to change or do, so your actions, thoughts, and words are 
consistent with what is revealed in God’s Word? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 

 NEXT WEEK: CITIZEN Week 4 
 

Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use these messages and the truth in His Word to 
transform the minds and lives of those who hear it. Pray that God would move you and others in our church 
to live out what is revealed in His Word. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

2 Someone read Acts 1:9-11 in their Bible for the group. 
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PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

ACTS 1:6-11 
 

1:6-7. The disciples’ question revived their political goals, an ideal they could never quite stifle. Throughout the Gospels they wanted Jesus to throw 
off the iron hand of Rome, tell the nation He was their Messiah, and set up the Kingdom. Surely now that He had risen from the dead and instructed 
His troops, it was time for the rebellion to begin. The Lord’s answer offers a warning Christians have not heeded very well for almost two thousand 
years: It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority (v. 7). The fact of that return is absolute. The time was not 
revealed to Jesus’ own disciples at the time of the ascension, and it will never be known by any human until the Lord comes again, regardless of what 
someone may claim. We can’t criticize the disciples too much, however, because the Old Testament links Spirit baptism with the coming Kingdom 
(see Isa. 32:15-20; Ezek. 39:28-29; Joel 2:28–3:1). The Lord did not deny the Kingdom is coming but only warned the disciples that God’s schedule is 
none of their business. 
 
1:8. Some have suggested that this key verse of our book may contain a threefold table of contents: “Jerusalem,” Acts 2:42–8:3; “Judea” and 
“Samaria,” Acts 8:4–12:24; ends of the earth, Acts 12:25–28:31. We cannot know if Luke had that kind of division in mind, but the book unfolds in a 
fascinating manner somewhat along that pattern. Notice that the call to witness is not limited to any select group of people, since it spreads from the 
apostles to the 120 believers and on throughout the pages of Acts. Nor can we restrict it only to service in our own churches or to some kind of 
“professional ministry.” Every believer should be a “world Christian,” able to function for the Savior from the other side of the street to the other side 
of the world. 
 
1:9-10. Here we find the seven last words of Christ on Earth: “and to the ends of the Earth.” Immediately after uttering those words, He ascended 
and was hidden by a cloud, even as they watched. The concept of a cloud linked with God is a common Old Testament theme (see Exod. 13:21; Ps. 
68:4; Isa. 19:1; Dan. 7:13). We refer to it as the Shekinah glory explained in Ezekiel 11:14-25. This account elaborates on Luke’s earlier report to 
Theophilus. The two men who announced this great event in history were angels. Angels taking the form of men was hardly unknown, even in New 
Testament times (see Matt. 28:2-3; John 20:12; Luke 24:4). Picture the disciples standing in fear and awe “looking intently,” a phrase which appears 
fourteen times in the New Testament, twelve of them in Luke through Acts. We know this was the eleventh appearance of the Lord after His 
resurrection and that the ascension took place on the Mount of Olives in the vicinity of Bethany (see Luke 24:45-53). 
 
1:11. These disciples were literally men of Galilee, citizens of the northern portion of Israel. The angelic question took on special poignancy in the light 
of the Lord’s command; but rather than scolding, the angel assured the disciples that Jesus would return. Let’s not miss the emphasis of Luke’s 
specific words: “This Jesus … will come in the same way you have seen Him go into Heaven.” Not some different Jesus, but a literal, physical, 
resurrected Savior would return. The Jesus they knew and loved would come again to Earth just as He ascended from Earth. Other New Testament 
passages such as 1 Thessalonians 4–5 explain the details more fully. Why would the Lord return to Heaven? Why did He continuously say to the 
disciples that His exit was essential to the Holy Spirit’s entrance? Certainly it fits God’s plan and purpose, and that reason alone would be enough. 
We can also see some practical things. The second coming has no appeal for unbelievers, only for believers. With Jesus in Heaven, we must live our 
lives by faith and turn our hearts and vision upward and forward. During the time He is there and we are here, He serves as our heavenly intercessor 
and advocate—an encouraging thought in our efforts to live and witness for Him. 
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