
 

 

Discipleship Midterm March 21, 2021 
Series, “Jesus” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Mark. 14:43-72 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Midterm exams 
  1.   Exam given near the middle of an academic grading term; provide an accurate 

representation of how a student is doing in their classes but success or failure on a 
midterm will not necessarily determine the final grade. 

  2.   Marketing, 6:30 am, dressed up, no book ... 
 B.   Discipleship midterm 
  1.   Jesus has taught the disciples all they need to know, and they are about to experience 

a “midterm.”  
  2.   Why midterm? Because Jesus is about to launch them fully into His mission             

and ministry. 
*The disciples know Who Jesus is, they know what He must do, and they know that they are 
part of His Kingdom moving forward. The problem is that knowing truth doesn’t always result in 
living truth. 
II. Mark 14:43-72 
 A.   Vs 43-52 
  1.  Notes 
   a.   The crowd was not a mob, but a sanctioned arrest party. 
   b.   A kiss was common greeting between rabbi and disciple. 
   c.   All four gospels mention ear-gate. 
   d.   Robber - contrast between middle of the night and daily teaching at the temple 
   e.   V 50 -  Five words are a factual statement, not blame. Jesus had no intention to 

flee and they ran away because there was nothing left to do. 
   f.   Traditionally Mark; point is that Jesus was left utterly alone 
  2.   Jesus, while physically the victim and captive, gives the impression of being in a 

deeper sense in charge of the situation. (Jesus, not Judas, is the center of the stage; 
Mark doesn’t mention Judas again.) 

 B.   Vs 53-54 
  1.   Beginning here to the end of our text today, there is a back and forth between Jesus 

and Peter. 
  2.   Contrast: Jesus and Peter 
   a.   Jesus stands firm; Peter crumbles.  
   b.   Jesus goes to death; Peter escapes . 
   c.   Jesus’ witness and mission remains intact; Peter loses any integrity he had as        

a disciple. 
  3.   Both Jesus and Peter are under pressure, so what is the point? 
   a.   To assess our own faithfulness and build up our strength for witness in a 

potentially hostile world 
   b.   This is the midterm exam of Peter’s life with Christ! 



 

 

 C.   Vs 55-65 
  1.   Verdict: Put Jesus to death, just need to get the right witnesses 
   a.   Trial was chaotic 
   b.   Two charges: Jesus’ threat to destroy the temple and His Messianic claims 
  2.   Vs 61-62 
   a.   This is the Christological climax of Mark. 
*Narrative level, Jesus is overpowered and cannot save Himself but at the theological level, Jesus 
reigns supreme. Things don’t always appear as they really are. 
   b.   Chief Priest: Are you?  Jesus: I Am. 
   c.   “You will see Son of Man ... Coming in the clouds ... 
    1)  Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13 
    2)  Both convey sovereign authority; a universal and unending dominion which 

Jesus declares He Himself will receive–and they will see it 
    3)  Resurrection, ascension, growth of the NT church; demise of Jerusalem and 

the temple 
*Any concept of the Messiah as a nationalistic deliverer at a political level has been left far 
behind. Jesus’ triumph is to be at the right hand of God over all creation.  
   d.   Response: Death and insult (verbal and physical)  
 D.  Vs  66-72 
  1.   Increasing stakes  
   a.   Insignificant servant girl vs. Peter 
   b.   Servant girl restates in front of others  
   c.   Others join in vs. Peter 
  2.   “May God do ... to me if ...” 
  3.   Rooster crows, Peter remembers, fade to black 
III. Our exam 
 A.   Jesus defined discipleship 
  1.   Discipleship is the process of denying myself and taking up my cross while continuing 

to follow Jesus. 
   a.   This does not play well or connect well in our culture. 
   b.   We don’t self-deny (we self-loathe, we self-absorb, we self-promote, we self-

defend, but we most certainly do not self-deny) and the little we do, we tend to 
demand to be celebrated. 

  2.   Jesus literally denies Himself (not My will but Your will) and moves toward the cross 
as the definitive example of what this looks like. 

  3.   Peter literally denies Jesus in favor of Himself (I do not know this man) in order to 
avoid any such cross. 

 B.   Bad news about us 
  1.   We are naturals at denying Jesus 
   a.   We make much of what He virtually ignored and make little of what He 

commanded (disregard His words in favor of our own). 
    1)  What belongs on the list of what we must get right? 
    2)  Jesus and me; Jesus and others; Love God and love your neighbor 



 

 

   b.   When what we do doesn’t match what Jesus said 
   c.   Refusing to recognize the part the cross plays in our transformation 
  2.   Just like Peter, we often don’t even realize our denial until it is horrifyingly obvious. 
 C.   Following Jesus is the hardest thing we’re ever going to do. 
  1.   Accepting Jesus as Savior, delivering me from my sin by paying the cost my sin 

demands, is relatively easy. 
  2.   Living my loyalty to Jesus as King is entirely another animal. 
*We live in a democratic republic where technically people hold the power but elect 
representatives to exercise that power. We don’t have to declare allegiance to any government 
official. We get to vote them out if there are enough of us. A king is a supreme ruler and his rule 
is until death. He is not elected, and his will/decree is binding regardless of popularity or 
preference. We say Jesus is King but do we even know what that is? And if we do, do we live it? 
This is hard for us. 
 D.   The great news from Mark 
  1.   Mark’s Gospel is overwhelmingly agreed that Peter was the primary human source. 
  2.   AIM (authors intended meaning) 
   a.   Mark and Peter, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, wanted you to see something. 
   b. Judas     Peter 
    Terminal    Temporary 
    Settled disloyalty  Deep remorse 
    Deliberate change in  Failure under pressure  
    allegiance 
*This is the last we see Peter and Judas in Mark’s narrative but there is one difference. Peter is 
singled out for specific mention in the message of hope from the “young man dressed in white” 
at the tomb.  
  3.   I believe one of the most significant things we can walk away with from Peter’s 

experience is this: No matter how deep your denial or how badly you’ve failed the 
midterm, Jesus (Savior King) offers you forgiveness and restoration if you are willing 
to humble yourself and surrender to Him.  
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
After last week’s study of how Jesus was let down by His disciples in the garden, we pick up where Jesus was 
betrayed by Judas, ironically, with a show of friendship (the kiss). Jesus then underwent two trials, a religious 
one before the Jewish leaders and a civil one before the Roman authorities. This was necessary because under 
Roman sovereignty, the Sanhedrin (Jewish council of civil and religious law) did not have the authority to 
crucify. The Sanhedrin wanted Jesus to suffer crucifixion. Each trial has three parts. In this passage, Mark 
records the second part of the religious trial. The disciples know Who Jesus is, they know what He must do, 
and they know that they are part of His Kingdom moving forward. The problem is that knowing truth doesn’t 
always result in living truth, something we see displayed in Peter’s response to fear. 
 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
  

 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus failed to meet the expectations many people had for the 
Messiah. What expectations might Judas have had that Jesus did not meet? 
 

How might one who walked with and learned from Jesus for approximately three years, heard 
His teachings, and saw His miracles still never believe in Him as God’s Son? 

 

 

Where was the trial of Jesus taking place? What time was it? Who was there? What were they 
trying to accomplish? What happened to their plan? Why is understanding the context of this 
setting important to the intentions of the religious leaders? See notes in the commentary (v. 53; vs. 55-56). 
 

What “trumped-up” charge did they bring against Jesus? How did He respond? Why did He 
respond this way? 
 

Standing before His accusers, Jesus openly and unequivocally declared His Messiahship. The time for 
secrecy was past. The verses Jesus quoted (a combination of Ps. 110:1; Dan. 7:13–14) simply 
reiterated, in biblical images, His claim of Messiahship. Jesus stated that He is God (Ex. 3:14), seated at 
the right hand. By claiming to be the Messiah, the Sanhedrin understood Jesus to be dishonoring God. 
In fact, it was they who were guilty of blasphemy by refusing to recognize Who Jesus was. God 
Himself had declared Jesus to be His Son (1:11; 9:7). 

1 How has conflict and restoration changed your personal relationships? Has this made your 
relationships stronger? How so? 

1 Someone read Mark 14:43-50 in their Bible. 

2 Someone read Mark 14:51-65 in their Bible. 
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What do you know about the relationships between Peter and Jesus? 
 
What emotions would Peter have likely felt the moment he realized Jesus’ prophecy came true? 
 
When have you felt like Peter? What do we learn about Peter from his response to his  
denial (v. 72)? 
 

Peter’s denial couldn’t have been further from the truth. Peter was one of the first men Jesus called to 
be His disciple (see Mark 1). During Jesus’ three years of earthly ministry, Peter was present for some 
of the most miraculous moments. Peter exhibited great faith, like the time when he jumped out of the 
boat to walk on water (see Matthew 14), and he was one of Jesus’ best friends. He wouldn’t have been 
in the courtyard outside Jesus’ trial if he didn’t love Jesus, but fear and self-preservation kicked in, and 
he allowed those emotions to control him. Peter blatantly denied his friendship with Jesus, and if we’re 
being totally honest, we know that we’ve done the same thing. Maybe we’ve never come right out and 
said we don’t know Jesus, but just because we’ve never said it out loud doesn’t mean we haven’t 
communicated the same thing with the choices we’ve made. 

  
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
What expectations do you have for your own life? How do your expectations line up with 
Christ’s mission and Kingdom? How can we guard against becoming bitter like Judas when our 
lives don’t measure up to our expectations? 

 

2 

Matt shared that Jesus’ definition of discipleship is “the process of denying myself and taking up 
my cross while continuing to follow Jesus.”  
 

• How did Jesus model this for us, both in His prayer in the garden (14:35-36), and in this 
passage?  

• How did Peter model the exact opposite of “denying yourself” in this passage?  
• List some ways we deny knowing Jesus in our speech, actions, or lack of either. What 

hope can we hold tightly to when we fail this test? How can we combat the temptation to 
deny Jesus with our words and actions? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 
 NEXT WEEK: 
Read MARK 15:1-32 before Sunday and your next home group gathering. Remember to take good notes so 
you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have!  
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 

3 Someone read Mark 14:66-72 in their Bible. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MARK 14:43-72 
 

14:43 In fulfillment of Jesus’s prediction in 8:31, the mob hailed from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders—the three parties of the 
Sanhedrin. This was an officially sanctioned arrest party. 
 
14:44 “Signal” refers to a sign agreed on in advance. The specific signal was a kiss (probably on the cheek). While a kiss was a common 
greeting (Lk 7:45; Ac 20:37; Rm 16:16), this is the only time a disciple is recorded as greeting Jesus this way (cp. 2 Sam 20:9-10). 
14:45 Rabbi means “my great one.” It was an address of honor to one’s teacher. 
 
14:46-47 The attack on the high priest’s servant is recorded in all four Gospels (Mt 26:51-52; Lk 22:49-51; Jn 18:10-11). John identifies the 
attacker as Peter and the servant as Malchus (Jn 18:10). Apparently, Jesus’s disciples asked if they should defend Him with swords (Lk 
22:49), but Peter didn’t wait for a reply. On Jesus’s disciples carrying swords, see note at Lk 22:35-38. Jesus restored Malchus’s ear. 
 
14:48-50 The Scriptures that must be fulfilled are not identified, but v. 50 points to Zch 13:7 (quoted in v. 27) as one of them. “They all 
deserted Him” refers to the fleeing disciples. 
 
14:53. According to the Gospel of John, Jesus was first led away to the former high priest Annas for a preliminary hearing (John 18:12-
14,19-23). Then Jesus was taken for a second trial before Caiaphas, the current high priest with the Sanhedrin (the chief priests and the 
elders). The Sanhedrin was made up of seventy members. All may not have been at this trial, but there certainly was enough for a quorum. 
This must have been a large room to accommodate so many people. To ensure secrecy, it was held at the high priest’s house rather than in a 
public hall where the Sanhedrin usually met. 
 
14:54. Mark shows the good intentions of Peter. In Peter’s feeble way, he was trying to stay close to Jesus. Peter may have followed at a 
distance, but he did follow. Peter went into the courtyard of the high priest. According to the Gospel of John, Peter was not alone in his 
following of Jesus. Another disciple, possibly John himself, was also there (John 18:15-16). The reason why Peter warmed himself at the fire 
was because this was springtime, and the nights get rather cool at this time in Jerusalem. These two disciples could not actually witness 
Jesus’ trial, but they were close enough to hear about the proceedings. 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

14:55-56. The unfairness of the trial is underlined in these two verses. If ever a trial was rigged - this was it. The religious leaders did not 
seem to have any problems finding false witnesses, even though it was early in the morning. These witnesses were the best money could 
buy. But according to Old Testament law (Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; 19:15), two witnesses had to agree in their testimony before a criminal 
could be condemned to death. The testimony of these false witnesses was inconsistent, so it was disqualified. 
 
14:57-59. Finally, the religious leaders thought they had a charge that would stick. Two people had heard Jesus say, “I will destroy this 
manmade temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.” Yet even here, the witnesses could not agree on what Jesus had 
actually said. 
 
14:60-61. Finally, having failed to get consistent witnesses, the high priest himself chose to interrogate Jesus. The high priest was hoping to 
bait Jesus into giving an answer to the accusations made against Him and thereby to trap Him. Jesus had kept silent up to this point. 
Probably in an act of desperation, the high priest went for the jugular. He needed a charge of blasphemy, which was a capital crime. So he 
asked Jesus, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” Literally, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?” 
 
14:62. Jesus replied without hesitation, I am. Jesus up to this point had not claimed publicly to be the Messiah. He did not want to be 
identified with the false perceptions of the Messiah that existed among the Jews. But this was the right time to make public such a claim. 
Jesus then elaborated by combining two key verses from the Old Testament about the Son of Man (Ps. 110:1; Dan. 7:13). Jesus was saying 
that He was in ultimate control (sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One) and He would return to Earth to set up His Kingdom (coming on 
the clouds of Heaven). He declared that He would rise again after His crucifixion and that He would have full authority as well as the power 
to bring ultimate judgment (Rev. 1:7). 
 
14:63-64. This was what the religious leaders had been waiting for. The high priest tore his clothes at this statement, which was considered 
blasphemous. Blasphemy was any statement or act that reviled the name of God or affronted His majesty (Lev. 24:10-23; Mark 2:7, John 
5:18). All of the members of the Sanhedrin concurred with Caiaphas’s judgment of blasphemy against Jesus and condemned Him as worthy 
of death. 
 
14:65. The incredible hatred and anger against Jesus is seen in this verse. Spitting and hitting was the traditional Jewish way of showing 
rejection and anger (Num. 12:14; Deut. 25:9; Job 30:10). They mocked Jesus by asking Him to prophesy—to say who was hitting Him while 
He was blindfolded. He was then turned over to the guards. 
 
14:66 This picks up from v. 54. The phrase “the courtyard below” indicates Jesus’s hearing was held in the hall above the entry level to the 
high priest’s house. 
 
14:67 As Peter stood in the courtyard of the high priest’s house (see note at v. 54), a servant said she had seen him with the man from 
Nazareth (a contemptuous usage, as is “the Galilean,” Mt 26:69). 
 
14:68 Only Mark records Jesus as predicting a rooster would crow twice (vv. 29-31). This is a logical place for the first crowing, even though 
it apparently escaped Peter’s notice. 
 
14:69 This time those standing nearby were made aware of Peter’s identity. 
 
14:70 Peter’s accent identified him as a Galilean (Mt 26:73). 
 
14:71 Peter’s denials escalated. “To curse” means to call down God’s curse on oneself (cp. Ac 23:12,14,21). “To swear” refers to taking an 
oath in God’s name. Peter’s cursing and swearing backed his strongest denial—"I don’t know this man.” 
 
14:72 Immediately links Peter’s third denial to the fulfillment of Jesus’s prophecy (vv. 26-31). Jesus turned and looked at Peter (Lk 22:61) 
and then he remembered Jesus’s prediction and his own vow of steadfastness. The last sentence of the verse indicates Peter’s total remorse. 
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