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Mark 12:28-13:2  
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   The Temple and sacrificial system 
  1.   Religious leaders in Jesus’ day were defending the Temple and more precisely, the 

sacrificial system. 
  2.   The problem with this is that the system they were under was a conduit that was to 

bring the Kingdom of God. They got the system and the Kingdom mixed up. 
 B.   The Kingdom of God 
  1.   Jesus came to show us the Kingdom of God and He established the Church to be the 

conduit that the Kingdom of God would come through 
   a.   Jesus gave the Church the keys to the Kingdom. The Church opens the door to the 

Kingdom. 
   b.   Seek first the Kingdom, Jesus says, in the context of anxiety and worry. He says 

seek first, not only. We are to redefine our concerns to the reality of what is real, 
not what could be and that is the Kingdom. It predates the sacrificial system and 
goes beyond the church.  

  2.   The government in the days of Jesus and in our day, has power over the institution 
(temple/church), but it can do nothing with the Kingdom of God because that Kingdom, 
as Jesus says to Rome, is not FROM this world.   

II. Temple Business 
 A.   Vs 28-34 
  1.   Something different: an individual rather than a delegation 
   a.   Different attitude, favorable disposition 
   b.   Open-minded! 
*How? Actually listening to Jesus rather than a predisposed opinion. Open mindedness is not a 
weakness, it is a decision to remove me from what is being said by someone else in the pursuit of 
understanding/comprehension. That doesn’t mean belief or unbelief... 
  2.   What’s most important to Jesus, and consequently, to following Jesus 
   a.   Some background 
    1)  613 separate commands in the Book of Moses (Torah) 
    2)  Divided into “heavy” and “light”; categories seen as more essential than others 
    3)  Desire to simplify 
*Request of Hillel and Shammai, “Teach me the whole Torah while I am standing on one leg.” 
Hillel: “Do not do to your neighbor what is hateful to you; this is the whole truth of the Torah: the 
rest is commentary.” See Jesus in Matthew 7:12 
   b.   Part 1: Love God (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 
    1) Heart: Sincerity of thought and feeling 
    2)  Soul: Emotional nature, our affections 
    3)  Mind: Intellectual nature, our thinking and our thought processing  
    4)  Strength: Energy, the ability to do 



 

 

*We love God by the continuous growth in our sincerity of affection and our thinking that is 
accompanied with obedience to do all that He has asked. Loving God without obedience is not a 
real thing. 
   c.   Part 2: Love others 
    1)  Asked for one but gave two because love of others is evidence of love for God 

and can only find its true place on the basis of a prior love for God. 
    2)  What does this look like? 
     -The intersection of kindness, patience, and honesty/truth 
    3)  Love self vs self-denial 
*Self-denial is not a low view of self (image of God), but a higher loyalty to the claims and mission 
of Jesus and the Gospel. Therefore, we love others in a way that we are willing to leverage 
anything for their salvation. However, we tend to take the approach of asking them to give things 
up for our benefit. 
*These things, love of God and of others, are the preeminent commands of the Bible (everybody 
up on one leg.) 
  3.  The scribes’ response 
   a.   Not only agreement but reinforces in a self-denying way (vs 32-33) 
   b.   Scribe’s life revolved around the sacrificial regulations and to lay that aside as 

secondary was the essence of self-denial 
   c.   Not far from the Kingdom of God: facing truth honestly and not interested in 

defending party lines or personal preference 
*Am I like this scribe or the others? 
  4. Our gathering is given worth by how we love God and others. Gathering together and 

singing is rejected by God if we are not living out a self-giving (self-denying) love for 
others. Samuel says to Saul, obedience is far more significant to God than sacrifices 
(worship). 

 B.   Vs 35-37: Divinity 
  1.   Still in the Court of Gentiles: Jesus is the one questioning now. 
  2.   “Son of David” is the equivalent of “Messiah”, the long-awaited King of the Jews 
   a.   Psalm 110 
   b.   The Messiah is to be accurately understood as David’s lord, not his son 
  3.   In view of Peter’s declaration, and His royal ride into the city, this is all confirming... 
*This is the moment that the religious leaders have lost their challenge and Jesus is clearly the 
victor and is firmly in charge. 
 C.   Vs 38-44: Following Jesus 
  1.   The scribes (vs 38-40) 
   a.   Character of the scribes = ostentatious, exploitative, and hypocritical instead of 

loving God first, they loved power, position, and wealth. They set themselves up as 
“first.” 

   b.   Widows mentioned - vulnerability of widows is thematic in  biblical literature and is 
especially despicable to defraud them (eating up) 

  2.   The widow (vs 41-44) 
   a.   Scene change: Court of Women 
    1)  Not just for women but the nearest point to the temple building proper which 

was open to women (beyond Court of Gentiles) 



 

 

    2)  Range of 13 “trumpet chests” designed to receive coins for the temple tax and 
the free will offerings 

   b.   Coins in view: woman gave copper, the others gave gold and silver 
*What matters and is measured is not what a person has but the devotion which causes them to 
give even at great personal cost. Another visual of the first/last, last/first. 
 D.   13:1-2: Final words 
  1.   Jesus leaves the temple 
   a.   No action taken by the authorities and Jesus as unquestioned winner of the contest 

they set up and now Jesus reinforces the lesson of the parable. 
   b.   Path: Court of Women - Court of Gentiles - East gate - Kidron Valley - Mt of Olives 

- looking back on the temple 
   c.   Temple was magnificent with huge columns of gold and white marble, known saying, 

“He who has not seen the temple in full splendor has never seen a beautiful building.”   
  2.   Disciples still didn’t get it - “it” meaning following Jesus 
   a.   Jesus just illustrated self-denial, first/last; last/first yet the disciples turn around and 

are still stuck in worldly, cultural, temporal thinking. 
   b.   How often do we hear a message, read the Bible, or hear clearly from God and then 

turn around and continue defending our worldly, cultural, temporal thinking? 
  3.   Jesus wins 
   a.   Jesus responds to the disciples and to the religious leaders in charge of the temple 

and Jewish religious life. 
    1)  Disciples: if you are anchored in this world you will lose everything. 
    2)  Religious leaders: your lease is terminated, there will be new tenants. 
   b.   Magnificent displays become irrelevant in the context of our ministry and mission. 
III. How to follow Jesus 
 A.   Following Jesus 
  1.   I want to be discipled and follow Jesus. 
   a.   Deny-self, take up cross, recognize and live as if first things don’t matter and last 

things are of great value 
   b.   No, I need a program, system, a teaching. 
   c.   Ok, love God by having your focus on Him overwhelm everything else and obey 

Him (transformation and evangelism). And then be willing to leverage anything for 
others, especially the lost. 

   d.   I still don’t get it. 
  2.   Bigfoot curious: Do we really want to be like Jesus and believe/act on what He said or 

do we want to be aware of Jesus, Jesus curious? 
 B.   Questions 
  1.   How am I seeking God? Like the one or the many? 
  2.   As to the greatest commands, does my intellect agree with Jesus or does my life agree 

with Jesus? 
  3.   With all of this talk of following Jesus, discipleship, self-denial, cross carrying, and 

first/last, am I still missing the point? 
 
Transition to reflection... Prone to Wander 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
Some people hate controversy and pursue a course of “peace at any price.” Others thrive on it, 
enjoying a good debate on just about any topic. The latter was the case for the religious leaders in 
Jesus’ day. Just before the passage we’re looking at, some religious leaders were made to look foolish 
after a few confrontations they had with Jesus that centered around some controversial issues. Now 
we see a scribe bringing an honest question to Jesus about the greatest commandment. Jesus 
responds very clearly regarding what His priorities are for God’s people. He then uses a poor widow 
as an example of the kind of sacrificial living that ought to be reflected by those who are a part of 
God’s Kingdom. 
 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
  

 

What does it mean to love God “with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength” (v. 30)? What do each of those terms add to your understanding of 
what it means to love God? 
 
The final component of Jesus’ great commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself. Why 
does it matter so much that we love others? 
 
Who is it more difficult for you to love - God or your neighbor? How are you doing in both 
areas? 
 
What did Jesus mean that the scribe was not far off from the Kingdom of God? What else was 
needed? 
 

Loving God with everything in our beings is a challenge for us because we live in a world that tempts 
us to love it and everything it offers, including money, security, power, acceptance, and so on. All of 
these temptations lure us away from God, and we end up loving Him halfheartedly. However, Jesus 

1 What was the most controversial issue at your school when you were in high school? 

2 How do you generally relate to controversial issues (i.e. I like a good argument, I create 
arguments, I avoid arguments, etc.)? 

1 Someone read Mark 12:28-34 in their Bible. 

MARK 12:28-13:2 
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makes it clear that we should love God more than anything else in the world. Out of that love grows a 
love for others that leads them to Christ and changes our world for the better. 

 

 
According to Jesus in vs. 38-40, what common actions did the scribes take to stand out from 
the rest? What might their motives have been for doing so? 
 
What do you think Jesus meant when He accused the scribes of “devouring widows”? 

  
Even though the scribes held authority and influence simply by virtue of their office, a prideful and 
selfish heart often led many to flaunt their faith and importance by dressing extravagantly or making 
much of their seats of honor in various assemblies. Many would “devour widows” by exploiting them 
financially, aggressively seeking donations from them in pursuit of a more lavish lifestyle. To the 
unwise, these outward expressions of faith, including long-winded prayers, seemed admirable. But 
Jesus warned such behavior was deadly. 

  
 Why did Jesus commend the widow? How much did she give? 
 

Jesus saw different people giving at the Temple. First, He noticed the rich who put their money in the 
offering box. Then He noticed a widow who gave two coins, lepta, worth 1/128th of a denarius, the 
typical day’s wage. Jesus commended the widow for her generosity, not the people who were rich. The 
value of the gift was based on its sacrificial merit. The widow gave everything, even though it was little. 
Her faith in God gave her the confidence to give everything, as she trusted that God would care for her 
needs. 

 
How does the widow’s offering foreshadow Jesus’ own coming sacrifice? 
 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
Share an experience in which following Jesus cost you something. How does the story of the 
widow point you to Jesus? 

 

2 

The great commandments call us to love God “with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your understanding, and with all your strength” and to “love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus 
underscored this with His teaching about paying taxes and about the giving of a poor widow. 
What is He teaching you? 

 

3 What is the difference between wanting to know about Jesus and wanting to be like Jesus? 
What evidence should be in our lives that we are reflecting Jesus to others?  

 

4 
IF YOU HAVE TIME: For each person in your group, have one other person share how they see 
Jesus’ love being reflected in that person’s life. What is shared does not have to be profound, but it 
is intended to be an encouragement to everyone. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 

2 Someone read Mark 12:35-44 in their Bible. 
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 NEXT WEEK: 
Read MARK 13:3-37 before Sunday and your next home group gathering. Remember to take good notes so 
you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have!  
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MARK 12:28-13:2 
 

12:28 The question reflects the fact that the scribes had identified 613 separate commandments, 365 of which were negative and 248 of 
which were positive. They divided them further into “heavy” and “light,” i.e., more important and less important. An example of a similar 
question but a different answer is found in the reply of Hillel (ca. 40 b.c.–a.d. 10) to a Gentile who asked him to summarize the law while he 
stood on one leg: “What is hateful to you, do not to your neighbor: that is the whole Torah, while the rest is the commentary thereof.” 
 
12:29–30 The quotation is from Deut 6:4–5, the first part of the famous Shema. In the second century the confession of faith that consisted 
of Deut 6:4–9; 11:13–21; Num 15:37–41 was recited twice daily by pious Jews. Matthew and Luke do not have the prefatory sentence, 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one”; but it is crucial because the obligation to love God is based on His oneness. Because He is 
one, love for Him must be undivided. The inclusion was important for Mark’s church in their debates with Jews in order to affirm that they 
also were monotheists, not polytheists as the Jews sometimes accused them of being. “With all your mind” is added to the statement in 
Deuteronomy. The piling up of the terms “heart,” “soul,” and “mind” is just a way of saying “with your whole being” and is not intended to 
designate the component parts of human nature. 
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The New Testament contains comparatively few references to loving God. In addition to the present passage and its parallels in Matt 22:37 
and Luke 10:27, there are: Luke 11:42; John 5:42; 14:31; Rom 8:28; 1 Cor 2:9; 8:3; Jas 1:12; 2:5; 1 John 2:5, 15; 4:20; 5:2–3; Jude 21; Rev 
2:4. John 14:15, 24; 21:15–17; 1 Cor 16:22; Eph 6:24; 1 Pet 1:8 refer to loving Christ. If any significance can be attributed to this 
phenomenon, it is that the New Testament writers were preoccupied with the amazing love of God for sinful human beings. 
 
12:31 The second quotation is from Lev 19:18. In the first part of that verse the neighbor is defined as “one of your people,” i.e., a fellow 
Israelite. Leviticus 19:33–34 extends the love command to resident aliens. It is not likely that many first-century Jews extended it any further. 
Therefore, one of the most significant elements in the teaching of Jesus was to redefine the neighbor as everybody, including the hated 
Samaritans and Gentiles (cf. Luke 10:30–37, which follows immediately His account of the discussion about the greatest commandment). 
 
One of Jesus’ other great teaching contributions was to bring together and virtually merge the commands to love God and to love fellow 
human beings. Some deny that Jesus was the first to relate the two. The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (second cent. b.c.) seem to do 
so. Philo of Alexandria, a contemporary of Jesus who probably died about a.d. 50, seems to have also. Even if a few others before or during 
the time of Jesus saw the interrelationship of the commands to love God and love others, no one else put such great emphasis on the 
combination and made it essential. Jesus showed that it was impossible to really love God without loving neighbors. Love for God is 
expressed by loving others. 
 
The statement “as yourself” does not justify the self-love advocated by modern psychology as necessary for a healthy self-image. It merely 
acknowledges that human beings do love themselves—far too much in fact—and that God deserves as much—actually far more. 
12:32 The material in vv. 32–34 is peculiar to Mark. Verse 32 is the only place in the Gospels where a scribe is described as being favorably 
disposed toward Jesus, and v. 34 is the only place where Jesus commends a scribe. Not all scribes and Pharisees were bad. Indeed, at their 
best they represented the finest element in Judaism. 
 
12:33 The elevation of an ethical quality over sacrificial worship stands in the tradition of 1 Sam 15:22; Hos 6:6; and perhaps also Isa 1:11–
17. The word translated “burnt offerings” refers to those offerings totally consumed on the altar. The word translated “sacrifices” refers to 
offerings in general, only a small portion of which was burned, and the remainder was given to the priest or returned to the worshiper to eat 
as a sacred meal. The two terms summarize and represent the entire sacrificial system. 
 
12:34 There is not much difference in loving God and trusting Him. In addition to acknowledging the necessity of loving God and humanity, 
the man evidently committed himself to do just that. He was receptive to Jesus as a person as well as to His teaching. No wonder Jesus 
indicated that the man was not far from entering the Kingdom, from letting God reign in his life. By saying that he was not far, Jesus 
encouraged him to go the remainder of the way by wholeheartedly following Jesus. Whether he did so cannot be known, but every reader of 
Mark hopes so. 
 
12:38-39. These verses are perhaps the closest thing to Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount in Mark’s Gospel. Jesus compared empty religious 
trappings with true spirituality. Beware, He said, of those who put on a religious show. The scribes, most of whom were Pharisees, walked 
around in long, white robes. This set them apart from the common people. They liked to be greeted in the marketplace, as everyone 
recognized their title and their profession. The important seats in the sanctuary were the seats at the front where they could be seen by 
everyone. They also made sure they were seated next to the host at the place of honor at a banquet. This reminds us of Jesus’ admonition to 
James and John that the place of honor was reserved for those who served. 
 
12:40. But it was not just the religious trappings that Jesus condemned. Their attitude was bad enough, but they also acted out their 
attitudes of superiority by oppressing other people. Because of their great knowledge of the law, they should have acted with compassion 
toward widows as they knew God did. 
 
Notice Jesus’ mention of the lengthy prayers of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. Most interpreters feel their prayers are closely 
linked with their actions toward widows. Perhaps their prayers were efforts to cover up their treacherous dealings with the widows.  
 
12:41-42. Jesus contrasted the greed of the scribes with one on whom they preyed - a poor widow. The temple treasury was located in the 
court of women. Here Jesus sat to watch the people as they put in their offerings. He did not condemn the people who put in large amounts 
of money. Jesus’ intent was to show the disciples what true sacrifice is. 
 
12:43-44. The woman did not call attention to herself. She was elevated by Jesus for all time. Perhaps it was one such as she who would sit 
on Jesus’ right or left. Although poor, she gave all she had. God does not look on the amount of money a person gives, but on the attitude 
with which it is given and on how much the person keeps back. Because the widow put in all she had, she had to trust God for her life. This 
may actually be an answer to Peter’s implied question in 10:28: “We have left everything to follow you!” Those who give sacrificially will not 
be forgotten by God. With this illustration, Jesus ended His public ministry. 
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